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TO THE PUBLIC 



WHEN I formed the plan of this work, it 
was my intention to lay before the Reader 
as much ufeful, authentic, and amufing informa- 
tion, on the fubjei^s of the feven chapters of each 
book, as I could colleft, without paying any regard 
to the proportion of thefe chapters to one another, 
in point of length. This, I knew, would be dif- 
ferent in different ages, as the manners, circum- 
ftances, and puriuits of the people of Britain chan- 
ged. In that part r of the fifteenth century which 
is the fubjeft of the prefent book, both the Britilh 
nations were more conftantly engaged in war, thefe 
wars were more fierce and bloody, and produced 
more fudden and furprifing revolutions, than in any 
other period. This is the reafon that the firft 
chapter of this book is longer than that of any of 
the former books, in proportion to the other chap- 
ten, though nothing hath been omitted in any of 
thefe chapters that feemed worthy of a place in 
general hiftory. I take no delight in defcribing 
fcenes of daughter and defolation, though fuch de^ 
fcnptions may be ufeful^ and on the prefent occa- 

fion 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 

fion were unavoidable. It was impofllble to draw 
a faidiful pifture of our anceftors, in thofe unhappy 
times, without painting them in arms, deftroying 
one another, or carrying deftrudtion into other 
countries. I look forward with pleaflire to the fuc- 
ceeding periods of oxir hiftory, when the fword was 
oftener fheathed, and the arts of peace were culti- 
vated with greater affiduity and fuccels. 

In difcovering the truth, and forming the events 
of this period into a clear, confident, and well- 
authenticated narration, I have experienced feveral 
difficulties. Some of the events are {o furprifing, 
that they are hardly credible ; others are involved 
in darknefs almoft: impenetrable i and the infbrtna- 
tion afforded by the contemporary hiftorians is fel- 
dom fatisfaftory, often confufed, and fometimcs 
contradictory. Whether I have fucceeded or not, 
in furmounting thefc difficulties, is humbly Submit- 
ted to the decifion of the Public. I fhall only fay, 
that I have attempted it, and that the attempt hath 
coft me.no litde thought and labour, as well as 
time. 

R/H. 
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BOOK V. 

CHAP. L 

y2ir cknl and military hiJUry of England^ from the 
acceffion of Henry IV. A. D.- 1399, ^^ ^^^ ^^- 
eeffion of Henry VII. A. D. 1485. 

SECTION L 

From the acceffion of Henry IV. A. D. 1399, to the 
accejfion of Henry V. Jc. D. 1413. 

THE acceffion of Henry IV. nuy be dated a.d. 1399. 
on September 30, A. D. 1399, when he ^ ' -^ 
was placed on the throne by the archbi- tion of 
fliops of Canterbury and York, in the prefencc, *"^ '^* 
and with the approbation, of both houles of parlia- 
ment*. After a foothing Ipeech from the throne, 
which hath been already related, he acyoiirned the . 

< T. Walfingbam, p. 360. T. Otterbounie, a Tb. Hcam edit, 
ton. X. p. ftio. 

Vol. IX. B parlia. 
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« HISTORY OF BRITAIN. BookV. 

A>D>i399. parliament to Oftobcr 9, that he might have leifurc 
to prepare for his coronation, which he appointed 
to be on the 13th of the fame month, the anniver- 
fary of his going into exijle.*. He was accordingly 
crowned at Weftminfter on that day, by T. Arun- 
del archbifhop of Canterbury, with all the an- 
cient folemnities, and fomenew ones of his own in- 
vention, admirably calculated to imprefs the minds 
of a fuperftitious people with greater veneration fijr 
his perfon and authority'. Thus, by a very fur- 
prifing revolution, Henry duke of Lancafter, fir- 
named Bollinbrokey from the place of his birth, 
in lefs than three months of aq exile, became the 
crowned anointed king of a great and powerful nation. 
Perplcxi- Though Henry wa§ no^ iji' peaceable pofleflion 
dan^s of of the thronc, he was neither fecure in his ftate 
^^ nor eafy in His mind; but, on the contrary,, he was 

involved m<niany perpiexitiesr, ind expofed to many 
dangers. He evidently owed his elevation to a 
fudden gale of popular Jfavour, excited by com- 
pafllon for hisfufFerings; and he could not but be 
ienfihle that this might foon lubfide, or take a di& 
ferent turn. Edward, the black prince had long 

> He commanded the (word wHich he wore wben he kivdcd at Ra» 
venfporc, to be carried staked and crtft before hJm, calling it Lamaptr 
"' Swot J, tAtiiiiatiiig, thtot he was dcterpfiined to defeiKi-hts crown by 
fai» Ivrord. The oil with which ^e- was anointed (cootainad in a 
veHel of (lone, with a cover of gold fet with diamonds), it was &£• 
firmed, Iwd been bronght-from heaven by the Virgin Maiy, and deli- 
vered to St. Thomm Jkcket, ^ith a declaration, that, the' kingt 
anointed with that oil would be great and vi£h>rious piinces, aAd aeaU 
oiis champions of the church. HoWever ridiculous ihis-tal© naay ap- 
p*ar to us, it it related by the -contemporary hlftoHafls ar "a ceruiii 
truth. 

>i«e to!. 7.b. 4. 0. 1. %• 5. OttcrboimiCi p. tao. Wal/ipg. p-i^o* 

. been 
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C!i*i.5|i. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 
been die boaft and darling of the Englifh nation, a. p. 139^ 
and his memory was held in the higheft veneration. 
Richard, his unhappy fon, was ftill alive, arid, in 
Ipitc of all his errors, had many friends, who la- 
mented his fall, and ardently defired hisreftora- 
don. Henry increafed his perplexities and dangers, 
by the pride and jealoufy of Ws nature, which ne- 
ver allowed him to acknowledge that he had re- 
ceived the crown from the free gift of the people, 
by their reprefentatives in parliament, as a reward 
for having delivered them from tyranny, though 
all the world knew that he had no other title. He 
oould not ferioufly pretend that he had conquered 
England, when he arrived in it with only eighty 
pcrfons in his company, and owed all his fuccefs 
to" the voluntary conflux of the people to his Hand- 
ard; and though he hinted at the right of con- 
queft vehen he claimed the crown, he was obliged 
immediately to difavow it. Nor could lie pretend 
to the hereditary right of blood i for that was evi- 
dcndy in Edniund Mortimer, the young earl of 
March, defcended from Lionel duke of Clarence, 
the elder brother of John of Gaunt, duke of Lan- 
cafter; and Roger earl of March, the father of 
that young nobleman, had a few years before been 
declared prefumptive heir to Richard II. by a6b of 
parliament. Richard earl of Cambridge, alfo one 
of the fons of Edmund duke of York, who had 
married Ann, filler of Edmund earl of March, 
conficfcred himfelf as injured by the intrufion of 
Henry into the throne; Charles VI. king of Fraiurc 
was greatly enraged at the depofition of Richard 
B a his 
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A.D. I 399* 



Henry 
makes the 
pailininent 
an inftru« 
mcnt of 
fixing him 
on the 
thione. 



hU fbn-in-law, and threatened vengeance ; and th* 
Scots waited with irppatience the expefted comnno- 
tions in England, in order to inrade it. Befides 
all this, Henry lay under fuch mighty obligations 
to thofe who had cfpoufed his caufe (particularly 
to the two powerful earls of Northunciberland and 
Weftmorcland), that he found it as difficult to fe- 
cure the adherence of his friends, by gratifying their 
defires, as to guard againft the defigns of his 
enemies. 

Henry's, wifdom, courage, and good fortune, 
did not defert him in this critical fituation, and he 
purfued the moft prudent meafures for preferving 
the prize he had obtained. The parliament which 
had depofed Richard, and raifed the duke of Lan- 
cafter to the throne, had been called in the name 
of the firfl: of thefe princes, but was entirely under 
the influence of the laft, who therefore continued 
k, and made it the inftrument of enafting what- 
ever he thought fit to didlate. This obfequious af- 
fembly entailed the crown upon Henry and his de- 
fcendants, without ^fligning any realbn," or taking 
notice of the pretenfions of any other perfon\ It 
repealed all the adls of that famous parliament 
which met at Weftminfter A, D. 1397, and at 
Shrew/bury A. D. 1398, though all the lords, 
both fpiritual and temporal, had taken a folcmn 
oath never to confent to the repeal of thefe a6bs\ 
The eark of Rutland, Kent, Huntin'gton, So- 
merfet, Salifbury, Thomas lord d'Elpenccr, and 
William le Scrop, had been the great friends 
and confidents of king Richard, the ^ccufers of 

sT.Vl^aUIng.p. 361. T. Oucrbourne, 

the 



4 Hall) folio JO, IX* 
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Ck. I. fi. CIVIL AND MILITARY. j 

the duke of GloiKefter, die carls of Arundel a. 0.1399. 
and Warwick, in the late parliament, and had '-^^~^ 
received grants of the forfeited eftates of thcfe 
noblenxen, and been raiied to the higher titles of 
dukes of Albemarle, Surry, Exeter, marquis of 
Dorfet, earls of Gioucefter and Wiltfhire, as a 
reward for that fervice. Heniy, fufpefting them 
of a fecret attachment to their former matter, de- 
termined to humble and reduce them under his 
mercy, that he might either ruin them, or gain 
them to his interefL With this view he prevailed 
upon this parliament to deprive them of the tides 
and fortunes they had. obtained in the laft, and to 
leave them at his mercy as to their former honours 
and eftates ^ The parliament, having done every 
thing Henry could devife for fixing him firmly on 
the throne, was difiblved. 

To reward his moft power&l friends, was one of Rcwar<i« 
die firft caics pf thifi wife prince. On dje very firft ^»^"«*^a 
day of his reign, he conftituted Henry Percy earl 
of Northumberland, conftable, and Ralph Nevil 
carl of Wellmoreland, marlhal of England ^ and a 
few days after, he granted the Ifle of Man to the 
former, and the earldom of Richmond to the lat- 
ter ^. In the diftribution of favours, his own family 
was not forgotten; his cldeft fon, Henry, was 
created prince of Wales, duke of Cornwall, and 
carl of Chefter, Oftober 15, and a few days after, 
duke of Aquitaine '• To the earls of Warwick 
and Arundel, all their eftates and honours wer^ 

* T. Walfing. p. s6i. . 

7 Rym. FoBc^, torn. 8* p. S9..95. T. Otterbournc, p. *%%• 

a HjiB. Filed, torn. S. p. 9i» ^c* T.'Walimg. p. 361. 
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( HISTORY OP BUTAIN. llookT* 

f'^'j^ reftorcd^ ^&ad oh many others hoiwurs, grants^ and 

offices, were befbdwed* 
Courts the Henry, when he was earl of Derby, as weH as 
^^^^J"^^ his father the duke of Lancafter, had been fuf- 
peded of favouring the opinions of WickiiflF; but 
he now aSed a very diflPerent part, and courted the 
fevour of the clergy with the great^ diligence, 
profeffing the greateft regard to their perfons and 
incercft, and to all the ceremonies of their religion ••. 
To give the people in general a fpecimcn of the 
difference between his government and that of his 
predeceflbr, he iflued a proclamation, command-- 
ing all the blank bonds, called Ragmans^ which 
had been extorted by Richard and his favourites, to 
be committed to the Uamcs "^ 
Sends am< When the internal peace of the kingdom, as he 
baffadors imagined, was thus fecured, he bent his thoughts 
ana Scot- to avcrt the ftonns which threatened him from 
'^^•^ abroad* With this view he fent Thomas Skirbwe 
bifhpp of Durham, and Thomas Percy earl of 
WorceftcT, ambaffadors to the court of France; 
with inftruftions to negotiate, if poffible, font© in- 
. termarriages between the two royal fiuniHes, and 
by all means to prevent a war j to which die un- 
fetded date of that court, and of die king's health, 
who was fubjeft to frequent fits of madnefs, con- 
tributed nnorc than any arguments they could em- 
ploy ". The Scets^ e!q)e(9:ing an invafion of Eng- 
land from France, made an incurfion into North-* 
tmiberknd, took and deib-oyed the caftle of Wark> 

9 Rjjm, Feed* torn. 8« p. 96, 97, loi. ,&c. 
- ^0 Id. ibid. p. i09« fi Id. ibid^j). zol« 

and 
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ud pkmdered the open countiy^. Henry, un-- 
iMttmg to engage in a war fi> ibem, gare a amuhlC- 
fionta the earl of Weftmorekuid, to c;nter ifito a^ 
n^odatioa with thefe troublefome neighbours i and 
the ScoQ, difappointedof die French invafion, re- 
died iot» their own country^ and defil)^ from 
hofliBtiei**. 

But ail diefe precautions could not prevent the a.d. 1400. 
plots of Henry's cnemios ; and a very dangerouar f ^3^^^ 
one broke out in the beginning of this year. The Hemy. 
caiis. of. Rutland^ Huntington, Kent, Safiibury, 
and Gloucefler (though the two finOb were InA 
near relations '% and they had been all kindly treated 
by the new king), codd not forgec thc.eftates and 
titfes which they had received from Richard, and of 
Dvhtfdx Aisj had bt^n depdred by Henry in the hot 
pwliaoient. To revenge fchis injury, ar they cfteem* 
cd it, they held frequent meetiogs in the lodgings 
c£ tbe abbot of Weftnis^fter; where the following 
plot was formcdy for reftoring Richard^ and de-* 
priving Henry of his crown and life. They agreed 
CD pttxrl^m a fplendid touroamefnt, tx> be held at Ojt^ 
forid, January 3, to invite Henry to be prefeitt, and 
prefide at that fc^emmty ; aod appointed certain all 
jaflins to muKJer him, and iuch of his fons as were 
with hhn, wbon they: were intent in viewing the di- 
verfion. The king, who was keeping his Ghrift- 
ttias ^ Windifoi*^ was jfecordingly invited by the 
earlof Huntingt(Mi, his brother-in-law; and, dread* 
ing no danger, accosted of the invitadeh. When 

■• T. OtteAoorne, p. 414. n kym. Food. tbm. 8. p. 107. 

u Rudaod wat hi» 6Ht coiifih, and Ihi«tit>^i) ki»4irotbe)r-iit-law. 

B 4 the 
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A.p>i4eo^ the day approached^ d^ conipirators came to Ox-* 
fordt attended by numerous trains of followers $ and 
every thing ieeined to proniife fucccfe to their 
fcheme "'. 
Difcover- ?^' ^^ January 2, the earl of Rudand went pri- 
ed and vstely to Windfor, and difcoveted the wkoic pte 
defeated. ^^£ which he had been the chief contriver) to the 
king. . Henry, knowing (ht treacherous charafter 
of the man, who betrayed every party -with whom 
he was conneAed, hefitated for ibme time, and re- 
mained all the next day at Windfor in a ftate of 
fiiipenfe. At length, being convinced of the rea^ 
lity of the plot, he iet otit in the evening for Lon- 
don. In the mean time, the con^nrators at Ox* 
ford remained in great amdety, expeAing evtry 
moment the anival of the king, atld thfiir accom- 
{dice the earl of Rutland. Finding they did not 
arrive, they concluded that their plot was difcoveicd 9 
and rcftdved to attempt by force what they could 
not atcon)plilh by fraud, hoping to furprife the king 
at Windfor, where they knew he had but a flcnder 
guahi. With this view, the earls of Kent and Sa- 
liibury fkt out from Oxford in. the evening, at the 
head of 400 horfemen, completely armed, and ar-" 
jived at Windfor next ntior^ing, January 4, but 
found the king, had departed the preceding even* 
jng"^ 
The con- - The , con^^rators were greatly difconccrtcd by 
2iJ?^2 the king's efcape. Being joined by their accom- 
,plice$ frofpPx%dj| they remained about Windfor 



puniihed. 



»J T, Walfiog. p. j6*. Ottorbourne^ p. %z^ HalJ, fbliQ ii» 
»6 T. Walfwg. p. 36a, Ottcrbourne, p. n^. 
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that day, and piart <rf" the next> firing out that a.d,i4oo, 
king Richard had efcaped from prifon, and com- 
manding all his fubjeds to repair to his ftandard. 
To procure credit to this, they made one Maud- 
lin, a prieft, perfonate Richard, to whom he bore 
a firHcing refemblance. Their army, it is faid, 
increafed, but their counfels were diftrafted; fome 
mG&ing on their continuing in a body, and others 
on dieir diiperfing. On a report that Henry was 
marching towards them at the head of 20,000 men, 
this laft advice prevailed. The earls of Kent and 
Sali/bury, with their followers, direfted th^ir route 
to Cirencefter, where the two earls were afl^ulted in 
their lod^i^ by the inhabitants, on the night of 
January 6, taken prifoners, and beheaded next 
nnoming -, for which barbarous, illegal deed, Henry 
gave them a grant of all their ipoik *'. The e^rl of 
Gloacefter and lord Linnley were taken and be- 
headed by the populace at Briftol; and the earl of 
HtmtiDgton, w^o had married lady Elifabeth, the 
Jung's M^, was apprehended in Eflex, committed 
to the tower, January 10, and five days after be^ 
headed^ with circumftances of great cruelty'*. Sir 
Benedift Shelly, fir Bernard Brokes, ^nd twenty* 
nine other knights and gendemeh, were hanged, 
drawn, and quartered, at Oxford, and others at 
other places '* -, a proper prelude to thofe fcenes of 
blood and cruelty which followed in the long con- 
tefl between the houfes of York and LancaflLT, oc- 
cafioned by the /^tal^ ambition of Henry IV. 

.1? Ottcrbotuney p. 215, %v6, %%y, Rym. ft^d/tom. S. p. 130. 
It Rdatioji de Prifede Roy, r. ix. ' >9 Hall, f. 13. 

This 
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tl^-!^ This omlpiraqr precipitaiBd the ddom bf tba 

Death of unhappy Richard. For Henry> findkig th^ ht 

cianiu[ could not exped to enjoy any tranquUiity on cfas 

throne while his predeceflbr was alive, conunanded 

him to be taken out of the way$ and this com« 

mand was executed, in the caftle of Poor^et, F&* 

bruary 13, A. D. 1400} but in what nunncr is not 

certainly known. His body was brought to Lon^ 

don, the face uncovered, and expofed to the view of 

• all the people in every town on the way, and in Su 

PauFs church for three days,, that all the world 

mi^t know the certainty of liis death *''. 

Henry In Henry had no fooner eicaped this d^nguous. 

fofiif^Vif pl^ ^ home,, than he was threatened with taifes 

^.^ and dangers from abroad. The late king ]^Lictea'4 

BioM. was born at Bourdeaux, andibeiomdiiy dw^inhiu 

^tants of the Engliih pro^nces in France; who 

were gready enraged when they heard the news of 

Us being dethroned and impriiEbned The French 

court> taking ^vanta^ of their difcontcnt, ear^ 

neftfy iblicited them to throw oflfthe Engliih yofce^ 

and put themfeives under the piocedion of France ; 

and tUeie ibUcitations at firft ieemed to promHi 

iiicceis. ^ But when die paflions.of the people of 

thefe provinces began to cdol, and they had leifiicc 

to reSeA on the different geium of the. two gd^ 

vcrnments, they wifely preferred the tuild govern* 

naent of a diftant fovereign to the tyrannical domi** 

nation of a too powerful nieighbour, whofe fub* 

jedts they faw moft grievoufly <^3>reffed# Henry 

A? T. WalfinfT. p. )^|. T* Otierk>iimt, p* if S. Mail, L X4* 
Fabian, f. x^. ■ 
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QMtfinned them in dieie fentiments, by beftowing ^^*^¥^^ 
the places of power and profit on the chief nobk- 
iben of the country, and by fending Thomas Percy 
carl of Worccfter, with a remfijrcemcnt of trO^s^ 
u> fiq>port the well-^afefted*'. 

The Scots preparing for an expedition into Eng- Exp^itm* 
Iftfid in the ftimmer of this year, Henry determined land. 
to prevent them, by invading their country with a 
powerful army. Having procured a large fupply 
i>f money from the clergy and nobility in a great 
cotincH, *and colk£(ed a num^ous army, he 
floardied into the north, and arrived at Newcaille 
in the beginning of Auguft^ From thence he fcnc 
a fummonstD long Robert III. and all the n(d)ility 
of Scotland, io msct him at£dkibur^, Auguft 2^ 
tp do homage^ and iwear fealty to him ^ fuperior 
lord cfScotkndi which, he^modcftly aflirms, all 
the ^ffiner kii^iaf Scotland had done to all the 
feimer kings of &igland, from the days of Brute 
the Trojan**. To this fummons he received z 
Gontemptuoos, provoking anfWer, froip prince 
David, duke of Rothfky, w*io was then in the 
edUe of Edinburgh j on which he marched for- 
ward, and befieged that caftk *^ But he foon raifed 
die fiege, and returned into England, without 
having done ahy tiiing worthy of his^ mighty pre- 
parations. 

Henry's hafty rietfeat from Scodand was probably RmltdT ' 
owii^ to the intelligence he had received of a new StSM^ 

«» Froiflart, torn. 4. c/56. Hall, f. 15- Ryiti. Fcecl. tom.'S, 
fp M7» ii<> i>9« UU <• W* ibid. ^ i»f, 15a— 157» 

M Ut ibid. p. i$%. %, 
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A>o>i»)<» enemy. This was the famous Owen ap GriJfHrfi 
"'"' Vaughan, lord of Glendoudwy, commonly called 
Owen GUndauTy a gentleman of a high fpirit and 
great courage, defcendcd from Lewcllen, the laft 
of the ancient princes of Wales. In his youth he- 
had fhidied the law in the inns of court, was calTed 
CO the bar, and became efquire of the body to 
Richard II. On the late revolution, he retired to. 
hb eftate, and carried on a kind of petty war with 
J Rigenald lord Grey of Ruthyn, about certain lands 
to which each of them laid claim. Henry efpoufed 
the caufe of lord Grey, and ifllied a proclamation 
fix)m Northampton, September 19, commanding 
all the men capable of l^earing arms, in the coun^ 
ties of Warwick, Lcicefter, Nottingham, Derby, 
Worceftcr, Satep, Stafford, Glouceftcr, Hereford, 
and Northampton, to repair inunediately to his 
ftandard, to march into Wales to reduce Gkndour, 
who was declared a rebel. Owen, cm the very day 
after this proclamation, burnt lord Grey's town of 
Ruthyn, declared himfclf prince of Wales, and was 
generally acknowledged as fuch by his countrymen. 
Thtis, (vom a private diipute, a national war com* 
menced, which continued feveral years **. Henry 
marched into Wales; but Owen retiring to the 
ODountainSj he was obliged to return without feeing 
an enemy, 
j^g-j^j. This whole year was ipent in negotiations, be- 
ttens with tvveen the courts of England and France j the former 
foliciting a peace or long truce, the latter demand- 

. Ut Carte, rol. a. p. 649, *c. Rym. Food, t, S. p. 1^0. Wal«» 
fing. p. 164. Oaerbounie,p.s3o. 
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ksg the reftombn of the young queen liabdla, ^P-'j^ 
widow of Richard II. and her fortune. When ^^^"" 
Charks VI. recovered firoai his fits of firenzy, poe^ 
parations were made for invading England $ when 
he relapfed^ die negotiations were refumed Henry 
cameftiy defired to retain the young queen, and 
procure her in inarriage for his eUeft fon the prince 
qf Wales. At length, however, a truce for thnty 
years was concluded, and the young queen re^ 
ftor€d*\ 

Henry called a parliament, January 2C^ A. D. a. 0.1401. 
1 40 1, which granted him ample fupplici**. A ^^^^.^ 
marriage was negotiated, and at laft concluded, daughter. 
March 7, between Lewis of Bavaria, eldeft fon <rf 
the emperor of Germany, and the princefs Blanch, 
the king's eldeft daughter, with whom he gave a 
portion of 40,000 nobles *^ ^ 

While Henry was engaged in thefe works of Warwhh 
peace, Owen Glendour, at the head of great bodies "' 
of WeMh, who now owned him for their prince, 
and crowded to his ftandard, made inroads into the 
Engliih borders, plundering the country, and kill- 
ing many of the inhabitants. To revenge thefc 
infults, Henry invaded Wales twice this year, in 
June and Oftobcr: but to litdc purpofe j the Welfh 
retiring at his approach, and renewing their in- 
curfions at his departure *•. In one of thefe in- 
curfions, plendour gained a confiderablc viftory 
in Pembrokefhire, which rdied his reputation and 
increaied his followers, 

M Ryra. Feed. p. 145. 153. «• Cotton, p. 40^. 

*7 Kyn. Feed. t. S. p, 179. 

*» Vita R. II. p, 174, &c. Rym. Fad. p. ^5. 
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Henry was not orfljr haraflcd by this revok of the 
WcHh> but cxpofcd to the dark attempts of do- 
meftic traitors. By one ^ thcTe he was in great 
danger of lofing his life, towards the end of this 
year. An ioftrunatiic of fteel, widi three long and 
flftarp pointis, was concealed in his bed, that wheft 
lie 1^ down one of them might run into his body i 
IwJt he fortunately perceived it, and efcaped the 
d»ngpr. The author of this plot could never be 
difcovered *^ 

ii.ar4o». The revolt of .Owen Glendour appeared more 
v^^etT formidable than ever in the Ipring^of this year. The 
WcUh ftudents in the univerfities and inns of court, 
the apprentices in London and other towns, and 
even the common artificers artd labourers, returned 
into Wales, to join his ftandard, in hopes of re- 
covering the long-loft independency of their coun- 
try. Owen took the field early, «igaged and de- 
feated his ancient anugonift the lord Grey, and 
made him prifoner^. Sir Edmund Mortimer, 
uncle to the young earl of March, collefting all the 
iriends and vaflkls of that family, to prevent the 
devaftation of their lands, made up an army of 
K 2,000 men j with which he engaged Glendour, 
June 22, near Knig!)ton in Radnorfliirci but wai 
defeated, and taken prifoner, and 11 00 of hismen- 
flain ^'. Though Henry was not ill pleafed at the 
captivity of Mortii'ncr, he was alarmed at the pro- 
grefs of Glendour, and iffued a proclamation to all 
the military tenants of the crown, except thoie in 



»9 Walfmg. p. 364. Otterbournc, p. «32. 

JO VitoR, U, p. 177, 178. *' 6ttcrboumc, p. 135* 
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ttenarthfem counties^ to meet him st Shrewsbury f*^^^ 
AxtgaSt, Tjy to march with him againft the rebelg 
io Wales '\ He divided his army into three 
bocfies; gsrre die command of one to his eldeft ion 
Henij prince of Waks, of another to the earl of 
Aftindlel^ reib'Vii^ the consimaad of the third Cd 
hiaafeE They entered Wales at three Afferent 
places, to fiisTound the WeUh army, and prevent 
thmr cScapc. Btit the Welih kept on die mouo* 
iains, and voided ^ engagement ^ andtheEn^ifli 
armib tvese to diftre0ed by die fcarcity of provi^ 
fions, and inceflant rains (raiied, fay the contem-* 
pORury Uftorians, by the necromancy of Owen 
Gtendour)^ ths» they were obliged to return^ with* 
out cSeding any thing of importance ^'/ 

Henry's affiars fticcecdcd better in another qtiai - 
tcr, where he was not prefcnt. About Whitfun- 
tMc this year, rumours were circulated with great 
induftry, chiefly by the Francifcan friars, that king 
Richard was alive, had made his efcape into Scot- 
land, and would come from thence in a few wecks^ 
at the head <^ an army, to recover hb crown. 
Thefe rumours leem to have given Henry great 
uneafine&. He publifhed proclamation after pro- 
clamation, declaring them to be ^fe, and threaten- 
ing death to all who dared to fpread them; and 
fevcral perfims, particularly fir Rc^^er Clarendon, 
whh his fquire and valet, and eleven priefls and 
^iars, w^re executed for fpreading diefc falfe re- 
ports '^^ Agreeable to thefe repo;^t% a body of 

«* Rfrn, Feed. t. S, p. 171. 
W Otterboume, p. 236. T, Walfing. p. 365. 
M tiym. FoBd« t. S» f*%SS' ^^<« Otterboucnt, p. «34- 
< . lO^OOO 
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A.DwY4o^. 10,600 Scots, commanded by Archibald carl of 
'^ ' ~' Doiiglas, entered England in Jiily, publifhing as 
^ey adrancedj that king Richard was with them> 
and inviting all his fufc^eds.to join them; which 
fcems to hare had little eflSsft^'. They pufhed 
dieir deftru6tive ravines beyond NewcafUe: but 
on their returq>. they were met hj an army orf- 
Je£ked in the iK>rthern counties^ commanded hy 
Henry ea^l of Northumberland and other baronffj. 
at Homildon-hiU, near WooUer. There, on Holy-f 
rood day, a bloody -battle was fought, in which die 
Scots were defeated by the fuperior dexterity of the 
Jinglifli archers. The earl o£ Douglas, obfcrving 
that his men could not ftand the fhowers of arrows 
poured in upon them, alighted from his horfe,* 
feized a pike, and trufting to the goodnefs of his 
armour, followed by feveral other lords and gentle- 
men, rulhed into the thickeft of the EnglilK 
archers i where he was overpowered, and taken 
prifoner, together with the earls of Fife, Murray, 
Angus, and Orkney, the lords Montgomery, Er- 
Ikine, and Innernethy, and about eighty knights '*. 
The lord Gordon, fir John Swinton, with about 
eighty other knights and gentlemen, and a con- 
fiderable number of common people, were killed '\ 
Soprifcu. Henry was tranfported with joy at the news of 
nnibmwJ ^^^ viftory, -and fcnt the ftrideft commands to the 
earl of Northumberland, Henry Percy, commonly^ 
caikd ' Hot/pur^ his fon, George Dunbar, earl of 
March in Scotlajid (who had revolted to the* 

JJ Rym. Fad. t. 8. p. 1^1. ' . ' 

J* OUcrbournc, p. 3t36, 237, Walfing. p» 566» J7 Id. ibid. 
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En^ifii), and to other barons, not to ranfbm any ^'?:]^ 
rf their prifoncrs, without his particular permii- ^ 
£on ^ : a Conmnand which was not rcrj agreeabfe 
to thofe who received it, and which fome of them 
refufed to obey. 

The earl of Northumberland, and his valiant a. 0.1403. 
fim Hot^r, in particular, who had been the chief S^^^Jf^rU 
nftruments of gaining this great viftory over the of Nor- 
Scots, and even of raifing the duke of Lancafter {^ "^w!«-- 
to the thfone, were not a little difgufted at the per- ccfter, &c. 
empcory tone of that command They had alio 
fboie other catifes of difcontent. Sir Edmund 
Mordnntr was their near relation ; and though they 
had made frequent amplications, they never could 
obtain permiflion to treat with Glendour about his 
ranfomi becaufe Henry both feared and hated the 
houic of Afortimer> on account of their pretenfions 
n the crown. Thomas Percy earl of Worceftcr, 
brother to the earl of Northumberland, had been 
amch beloved and favoured by the late king 
Rkdiard ; and though he had alfo been honoured 
and employed by Henry, he ftill retained a fecret 
i{K%aadon againft him for the murder of his formei^ 
mafter. Thefc noblemen, by communicating their 
complaints, inflamed each others paffions, and at 
len^^ iieiblved to exert all their power and influ- 
coce to dethrone Henry, and place the crown on 
the head of the young earl of March, die lineal heir. 
They communicated their defign to their prifoner, 
the earl of Douglas, and grained him his liberty, 
on condition of his joining them with his followers; 

■ Vol. IX. C t9 
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A. 0*1403. to which he confentcd. They alTo admitted into 
their confederacy Owen Glendour^ and his prifoner 
fir Edrhund Mortimer^ who agreed to join them 
with lOjOoo men> as foon as they approached the 
confines of Wales '^ 

7^ If this plot had been executed with as much 

prudence as it was planned^ it would probably have 
(kprived Henry of his crown, which coft him fo 
much guilt and labour to acquire. But the preci- 
pitancy of Hotfpur, and the too great caution or 
timidity of his father, difconcerted all their mda- 
fures. The earl of Douglas having joined young 
Percy about the b^[inning of July, they marched 
forward to meet their Welfti confederates, the earl 
of Northumberland prbmifing to follow them im- 
mediately with a great body of men : a promife 
which he did not perform in proper time. They 
were joined by the earl of Worccfter, and his fol- 
lowers, at Stafford *^ When they arrived at 
Shrcwfbury, and were about to inveft that town^ 
they were liirprifed at the appearance of the roy^ 
army, which had been coUedled with great eiq>edl* 
tion ; the Scotch earl of March vehemendy prcff- 
ing Henry to prevent the incrcafc and junAion of 
his enemies, by the celerity of his motions*** On 
July ab, when the two armies were in fight of 
each other, the earl of Worcefter fent a kind of 
matnifefto to Henry, full of the bittereft inve6tives, 
accufing him/^*of many ads of peijury,— -of die 
murder of king Richard^ — of the ufurpation of the 

19 Otterbourne^ p. 139, Ste, T. Walfing. p. 367, &c. 
^ Hall^ f. zr, 4> OttoWnn^, p, $41* 
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crown from the true hear, the earl of March,— and *• ^- *'»^' 
of various other crimes**. This inflammatory 
paper put an end to all hopes of accommodation ; 
and bcih parties prepared for battle againft next day. 

On the nloming of July 2i> both armies were Battle of 
drawn up irt order of battle, on the plains of Hartle- buI-yT " 
field, near Shrewfbury. The Scots, commanded 
by the valiant carl of Douglas, began the aftion 
by {o furious an attack on the van of the royal 
army, that it was thrown into diforder, and its 
leader, the youAg earl bf Staflford, flain. King 
Henry> who commanded the main body of his 
army, advanced with great rapidity with a rein- 
forcement i which encouraged his troops to rally 
9nd repel the enemy. In a little time the battle 
became general, and raged with uncommon fury* 
Each of die armies confifted of about 14,000 of 
the beft troops in Britain^ The leaders on both 
fides were equally brave, fired with the moft violent 
animofity, and fought for their fortunes, honours, 
and lives, which rendered the conflift exceedingly 
'fierce and obllinate. The king diiplayed the moft 
confummate prudence as a general, and the moft 
undaunted courage as a foldier, killing, as it is faid, 
a great number of his enemies with his own hand* 
He was nobly fupported by his fon, the prince of 
Wales, who (though he was wounded in the face 
at the beginning of the aftion) gave a fpccimen of 
that intrepidity which afterwards acquired him fo 
much glory. On the other fide, young HoHpur 
and the carl of Douglas are faid to have performed 

C a prodigies 
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pfodigies of valour. Vi&ory horcrcd over the 
two armica aboiit three hours, ibmetimes feetning 
to incline to the one, and ibmednnies to the other. 
At length Hotipur being killed by an unknown 
hand, his troops were quite difpirited, and fled 
with great precipitation, leaving aln^oft one half of 
their companions, killed, wounded, or pr^ners. 
The lofi oif the royal army, in killed and wounded, 
was alfo very great. The earl of Worccfter, the 
baron of Kmderton, and fir Richard Vernon, 
having been taken, were beheaded two days after 
die battle. The earl of Douglas was alfo taken; 
but was treated with all becoming civility and re-- 

The earl of Northumberland, recovered from a 
real or leijgned indi^fidon, was &r advanced on 
his march, with a body of men, to join the confe- 
derates, when he received the melancholy news of 
their defeat, and of the deadi of his heroic (on Hot- 
fpur, and of his brother the earl of Worcefter. 
Quite difpirited by thefe great difafters, he dif- 
banded his little army, and retired to his caftle of 
Warkworth in Northumberland**.. 

After Henry had obtained this great victory, he 
marched northward, and, by prohibiting his troops 
and fubjefts from plundering diofe v^o had been 
engj^ed in the late rebellion, and offering pardon 
to all who lubmitted to his authority, and took an 
oath ifequired of them, he quieted the minds of the 
people, and reftored the tranquilfity of the coun-» 

41 T. Walfing: p. '^6%, 369. Otterbourne, p. 243, M4* Hall^ 
fol. «3i 24* 44 Ott»-bournc» p« S44. T% Waiiing. p* ^. 
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fiy**. The carl of Northomberlaiid, encouraged ^*^'1^ 
by the gcntkneis of thefe meafures, canac to York^ "— v?w 
Augaft iij threw himielf at the king's feet^ and 
iixi{doFed his mercy. Henry> greatly incenied at 
the earl's late behaviour^ which had endaqgered hi^ 
crown and fife^ received him with a irown : but 
ibon recoUeding his former fbirices, and commit 
iieradng hk fallen ftate^ he granted him his life; and 
a few oionths after, he reftored him to his honours 
and eltate, depriving him only of the Ifle of Man^ 
and the gpvernment of Berwick^ and fbmc other 
l^aces of ftrcngdi **. 

Thov^ Henry had been fo forturate as to fup- A»D,i4a4. 
prels this dangerous rebellion in a litde time, he was dan"^ 
ftill fiurroonded with many enemies, and expried f "^liJl^ 
to many dangers. The French were rai&g on^ 
urmY, under die duke of Bui-gundy^ to befkge Cih 
lai% and another, under the duke of OrkanSi W 
invade Guienne, while a body of their troops ac* 
tually landed in the Ifle of Wight, and an anny of 
Britons plundered and burnt PlynruHith ^^ The 
Scots were watching an opportunity to invade the 
norths Owen Glendour was at the head of a great 
army in Wales ; nmch discontent reigned amongft 
his Englifh fubjeftsi and his exchequer was fo ex* 
haufted, ^hat he was ohli^^ to diiband his army 
{or want of money ^*. But all thefe clouds were 
difpelled by Henry's prudenoe and good fortune^ 

45 Rym, Fdetf. t, T. p. 3*0, ysi, 312. 

46 T. Waliing. p. 369. Otterbournc, p. a45# 

47 IfiftoLne de France, par M. ViHary torn. %2. pt 4-04.. - T« Wal* 
^g, p, 369, 4< id. ibid, 
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•A. B. 1404. ^nj the difcord and folly of his enemies. The 
^^ violent animofity which reigned between the dukes 
of Burgundy and Orleans difconccrtcd aH the 
fchemes of France j Owen Glendour fj^ent his time 
chiefly in eftablilhing his authority in Wales, and 
forming an alliance with the French court; the 
Scots were amufed with negotiations ^ and the 
Englilh malcontents vented their fpleen in fecret 
murmurs and trifling plots j while Henry re- 
plenifhed his exchequer, by holding two parlia^ 
ments this year, one at Weftminfter in January, 
^ and another at Coventry in 06tober, from each of 
which he obtained .large fiipplies; and b^ various 
other means ^. 

A. p. 1405* The difcontents of the Englilh d^y increafed ; 
Rebellion g^ ^ dangcrous conipiracy was formed, in the be- 
archbi- ginning of this year, by Richard Scrope, arch- 

yo?kf&c. *^^^ ^^ ^^^^y ^^^^ ^^^^y ^^^ ^ Northum- 
berknd, Thomas Mowbray earl marfhal, Thomas 

lord Bardolph, and many others, to dethrone Henry 
and place the crown on the head of the young earl 
of March. When their plot, as they imagined, 
was ripe for execution, die archbifhop publilhed a 
manifefto, accufing Henry of perjury, murder, 
ufurpation, tyranny, and many other crimes, de- 
claring him excommunicated, promiflng die pardon 
of fin, and a place in heaven, to all who aflifted in 
dethroning him, and denouncing damnation on all 
who dared to lupport hipci ^\ This pnonifeflo prg- 

^ Vilkfy torn. 12. p. 404. Rpii« Feed. toqi. ^; p. 356. 363. 
jfiS* 366, 367, 368, 3^9i T' Waliing, p. 369, 370. 
so iV^glia Sacrai torn. %, p. 36 v 
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duced a great cffeft; and when the archbilhop a. 0.1405. 
crcfted his ftandard at York, fuch multitudes * ^'^^ 
crowded to it, that he foon found himfelf at the 
head of an army of i5,cx>o men, with which he 
encamped on Shipton-moor, May 9, cxpe<5tihg to 
be foon joined by the earl of Northumberland, the 
lord Bardolph, and their followers ". 

This iudden and formidable infurre£Uon made a Rebellion 
ntighty noift, Henry, who was then at London, ^"W*^^* 
coUe6ted all the forces he could, and marched 
northward: his third fon, John of Lancafter, and 
Ralph Nevil earl of Weftmoreland, raifed a litde 
army in great hafte, with which they approached 
the infurgents. But the carl, finding them much 
ftrongcr thian he expefted, had recourie to art, and 
employed a ftratagem, which had its fidl efied. 
He fent a meflenger to the archbiffaop and the earl 
marfhal, demanding the rea(bn 6f their appearing 
in arms, and wiihing to know their complaints and 
their defires, that, if they were reafonable, they 
might be granted, and the effufion of blood pre- 
vented. The archbifhop and earl fent him a fche- 
dule of their demands, which were probably much 
lower than thofe in the late manifefto. Whatever 
they were, Weftnrtoreland pretended to be pleafed 
with them, and requefted diat a conference might 
be held by an equal number of the chiefs of both 
pardes in the middle between the two armies. The 
carl marfhal difcovered 2I reluftance to comply 
with this requeft, fufpefting that fome treachery 
was intended^ but at length yielded to the earneft 

5» Walfiog. p. 374. Otterbomne/ p. »5j, 
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^^^4^ int3?eatics of the archbiftiop. At the conference^ 
Weftmoreland afted his part with fuch dexterity, 
that he baniftied all fufpicion from the minds of 
the confederated chiefs j he approved, with the 
greateft fceming fincerity, of the feveral articles of 
the treaty, and folemnly fwore tjQ procure the king*§ 
ratification of it. When this important bufmefe 
was concluded, he called for wine, and propofed^^ 
that the chiefs of die oppofite parties fliould em- 
brace, and drink together, in fight of both armie^ 
to convince them, that a perfed reconqiiiation had 
taken place. AVhen they were drinking, the earl 
fuggefted to the prelate, that it' was no longer ne- 
celTary to keep t-hei|- armies together, and that 
therefore each of them fliould fend a meffcnger to 
his troops^ to acquaint them that a peace was made^ 
and to give them leave to depart immediately to 
*their own homes. The archbifliopj, .who was as 
credulous as he was fincere, fcot the meflfage pro- 
pofed, which was obeyed ; the earl fent a fimilar 
meflage, but by one who un4erftQod his meanings 
and it w;^s not delivered, When Weftmoreland 
obferved the infurgents dilperfing, and in confufK)B;i 
he threw off the mafk, and made the archbilhop> 
iht earl mar(hal|i and all their friends, who had 
come With them tq the conference, prifoners, by a 
paity of his own men, who came l^} at that mor 
ment for diat purpofe. As foon as this news 
reached the remains of the confederate army, every 
one confulted his own faf^Qr, and fled with the 
. greateft precipitation *'. 

5» This fingular tranfaflton feezAS to be one of the bcft fubje^ls for 
tragedy in the £Rgli& mftoiy. 
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The noble prifowrs, who had been thus artfiilly ^'^^ "♦^5- 
en{haredj» were conduced, firft to Pomfret, where 
the king arrired with his army, June 3, and then 
to York, whcvt fir William Fulthorp, who was 
cooftitated chief juilice of the king's4>ench for that 
purpofe> pronounced a fentence of death on the 
axchbifhop) June 8^ and he was beheaded the fame 
day^ with many ckcumftances of mean and wanton 
cruelly, which he bore with the greateft patience 
and compofure '^ The earl marfhai and the other 
pofoners ihared the lame fate ^\ 

Henry, having punifhed the people of York ht 2khl«d[* 
their attachment to their late archbiihop, by de- 
l^iving their city of all its privileges, marched^ at 
^ head of 37>ooo men, in purfuit of the earl of 
Nordiumberiand^ the lord Bardolph, and other 
In/urgcnts in tte north ". At Durham he com-* 
manded the lord Haflings, the lord Fauconbric^> 
fir John Ccdvile of the Deal, and fir John Griffith> 
who had been in the infurredion at York, to be 
bdieaded '*. The earl of Northumberland^ lord 
Bardoiph, and dieir followers, unable to nmke 1>ead 
againft 6> grtsx a force, took fiieteor in Berwick ^ 
and not thinking themfelves fafsi there, they de- 
livered the town to the Scots, and put a garrifon 
of their own people into the caftle, and Aed into 
Scotkmd to the lord Fleming, by whom they 
were kindly received and entertained*^. The Scots, 
not thinking the town of Berwick tenable^i fet it on 

Si T. Walfmg. p. 373. J* Anglia Sacra, p, 370. 

ff T. Walfing. p. 374. 5^ Hall, f, »5, 

57 Otterbourne, p. 1561 257. 
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^.D.1405. firi-^ and marched home. The garrifon in the 
~^^ caftle attempted to defend themfelves ; but one of 
the towers being demolilhed by the fbot of a great 
cannon, they were obliged to fiirrcnder at difcrc- 
tion ; and the governor (fon to the lord of Grcy- 
(teck), and all the chief men, were bdieaded *•. In 
his return fouthward, the king reduced the caftles 
of Alnwick andWarkworth, without much difficul- 
ty. When he arrived at Pomfret, Auguft 10, he 
made a grant of feveral great eftates of the carl of 
Northumbefland, the lord Bardolph, and the late 
earl marlhal, to his own queen ^^ 

Tm&c Henry had fcnt his cldeft fon, the prince of Walcs^, 
in the fpring of this year, before the troubles in the 
ncMth broke out, with a fmall army, againftOwen 
Glendour ; and that heroic prince defeated a much 
fupcrior army of the Welfh, March 11, near 
Grofmont in Monmouthfliire •*. But a French 
fleet of 140 fail arrived at Milford-haven, and landed 
an army of 12,000 men, which made affairs in 
Wales take a different turn. Glendour, with the 
affiftance of his French allies, befieged and took 
Cairmarden, which made Henry haflen his return 
^m the north **. When he arrived at Hereford 
with his army, September 4, he iflbed a proclama- 
tion, reprefenting, that the kingdom was expofed 
to great danger, by the jun&ion of the French and 
WeUh — that his treaforcs were exhaufted by his 
expedition into the north— that the tenths and fif- 
teenths granted by parliament could not be levied 

s» Otterbourney p. 256, X57. 59 Rym. Foed. torn. 8, p. 408. 

'•• Id. ibid. p. 390. *> T. Walfing. p. 374. Ottcrbournc, p. »5«. 
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tin Martinmas— that he ftood in need of a great a. 0.1405* 
ftim of money immediately, to enable him to march '^ 
into Wales ; and commanding the Iheriffs to call 
before them die richeft men in their feveral coun- 
ties, and prevail upon them to advance money 
on the credit of the tenths and £&emths ^\ Re- 
sided by this want df money, and other obflacl^, 
he did not enter Wales till about die middle <^ 
0<^>ber; and the feafbn proving uncommonly 
rainy, the roads impradticabk, and provifions 
fcarce, he was obliged to return, without efiiefting 
any thing, having \q& fifty waggons, containing the 
moft valuable part of his baggage ^'. About the 
fame time, Glendour's French auxiliaries returned 
into their own country. Before Henry fet out on 
his expedition into Wales, he granted the Ifle of 
Man to fir William Stanley, in whofc pofterity it 
ilill, in feme relpefts, remains ^*. 

Though the carl of Northumberland, and his a.d.i4o«. 
friend the lord Bardolph, had been obliged to fly berlandT* 
into Scodand, Henry ftill dreaded their influence ^?^' 
and refentment, and ardently defired to -have their int^aLu 
peribns in his poflfeflion. With this view, he pro- ' 
pofed to feveral noblemen of Scodand, who had 
been his prifoners ever fince the battles of Homil- 
don and Shrewfbury, to grant them their liberty, if 
they wpuld prevail upon their friends to feize and 
dtfiver up the two Englilh exiles. Thefe noble* 
pien, weary of their long confinement, entered into 
his views, and communicated them to their friends, 
who undertook to accomplilh what they defired. 

^> Rym. Feed. torn. S. p. 41 1« ^l Otterbooroen p. ^t^ 

fti Rym. Fopd. t. %i p. ♦ap. 
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A.D.i4o6> But this defign having reached the ears of the icml 

'^ ' Fleming, he ixnpartcd it to his noble guefts^ whc^ 

made their efcape into Wales, and joined Glendoufj 

with whom diey&ul kept up a conilant correipond* 

cace"^ 

Thoagh all die fcfaemes that had been formed 
bt dethroning Henry* had mttcamed, the naciofi 
Wtts fttU full of malcontents, who «arneiUf wi(hed 
his ^, Reports were pf(^>agated itom time to 
lime, that king Richard was alive in Scodand, and 
would foon return to redsum his crown ; and thefe 
. reports, however inlprobable, wo-e believed by 
. many**. The remonilrances of parlianient con-* 
tained Wtter comj^aints of his exadions and mif- 
government. Sir John Tibcftot, Ipeaker of the 
hou6 of commcms^ m a fpeech addrefled to the 
throne, faid — that the kingdom was impoveri/hcd 
by exceflive impofitions, and nothing done for its 
' benefit— 4that ninety-fix towns and cdHes were loft 

in Guienne, and the reft in danger— that Ireland 
was ^moft loft, thoagh much money had been 
givtn for its defcnce-^diat the marches towards 
Scotland were in a bad condition — ^the rctoelKon in 
Wales ftill contintred — the fea was ill guarded, and 
,lhc merchants ruined — die expences of die houfe- 
hold were exceffive, and the court filled with a fet 
ofworthlefs rafcak*'. Henry heard thefe ai^ry 
(peedies with perfeft compofure, and purfued his 
own meafiircs : he had even the art to procure a 
taSrge fupply from that very paiiiament. 

•s T. Walfing. p. 375. ^ Ottcrbourne, p. 261. 
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The war agaiiift Glendour was this year con- a. d. 1406^ 
ihi£ked by the prioce of Wales, wtdi fpirit, but with war in* 
no great luccels. He compeHed die garrifbn iir ^•*«^ 
the ftrong ca(tie of Aberyftwith to agree to ibr* 
rexxkr it againft a certain day; but before that day 
arrived, Glmdour turned out that garrifon, and 
pot another in Its place ^. 

To the calamities of inteftine war, which had a. 0.1407, 
difquieted England for fcvcral years, the miferies of ^«^*^«^ 
a deftruAive pefllilcnce were now added. This 
plague raged with great violence in London, where 
it carried off 30,000 perfons ; and with greater 
violence in the country, where it extirpated whole 
fiimi^es, and left many houfes empty *•. 

As the plague was moft deflniftive in and near The king 
Lrondon, die king and court removed from thence, '][™Jjf ^^ 
and refided fome part of the fummer at the caflJe pirates. 
of Leeds in Kent. Defiring to be at a greater 
diftance from the capital, the king took (hipping 
at Queenborough in the Ifle of Sheppey, efcorted 
by a fmall fquadron, commanded by Thomas lord 
Camois. This litde fquadron was attacked at the 
mouth of the Thames by a fleet of French pirates, 
who took four of the fhips, containing fereral pcr- 
foiis of rank, and much valuable furniture; and 
the king efcaped with great difficulty, by the fwift 
fiuling of his Ihip. The lord Camois was tried 
by his peers in Weftminftcr-hall, for treachery or 
cowardice, and honourably acquitted ^. 

*• Ottctboonie^ p« 1^1, ^ T. "Willing, p* j?6. 

^> HaU, f. a6. 
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A. D. 1407. The implacable animofity which had long reigned 
Murder of bctwccn the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, and 
o*!^*^^^ which alone had prevented the lofs of all the poflef- 
fions of the En^ifh in France, came to a crifis this 
year, and terminated in the murder of the fi>rmer, 
in die ftreets of Paris^ by aflaffins hired and infti- 
gated by the latter, who avowed and vindicated the 
atrocious deed ^■. This threw the kingdom of 
France into the moft deplorable diforders, which 
continued many years, and brought it to the brink 
of ruin, 
A.D. 1408. The earl of Northumberland and lord Bardolph, 
BranUiam- P^^'^eiving the affairs of Glendour on the declhie^ 
moor. and having received fbme encouraging intelligence 
from the north, left Wales, and returned into 
Scodand, ^ere they had many friends who pided 
their misfortunes. Here they collefted a litde 
army, with which they entered England, and re- 
covered fome of the earl's caftles in Northumber- 
land, Encouraged by this fuccefs, and by a fecret 
correfpondence (as it is faid) with fir Thomas 
Rokeby, Iheriff of Yorklhire, they advanced into 
that county, viiih a few attendants, in hopes that 
the whole country would join them. When they 
reached Thirlk, they fet up their ftandard, and 
publifhed a manifefto, enumerating Henry's crimes, 
and calling iqxxi all who loved their country to 
come and affifl: them in dethroning the murderer of 
his fovcreign and ufurper of the crown. Being 
joined by feveral gentlemen and their followers, 
they marched forward, and pal&d the Wherfe at 

7< Vilbr. Hiftoare de Francft torn. xs. p. 479, I'c. 
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Wedicrby, If fir Thomas Rokcby ever corrc- 
i^nded with the two lordsy it mult have been only 
with an intention to enfnare them. For he had 
now collefted a confiderable army, with which he 
attended all their motions, and brought them to an 
a&ion, February 19^ on Bramham-moor near 
Hafclwood, in which the earl of Northumberland 
was killed, and the lord Bardolph mortally wounded> 
and died a few days after ^*. The bodies of thefe 
two noblemen were difmembered, and their heads 
and limbs let up at London and other places ''. 

Henry was on his march northward, when he Trtnfiu> 
received the agreeabk news of the vidory at Bram* {hrngrth/ 
ham-moor, and the fall of his two moil dangerous 
enemies. He arrived at Pomfret April 8, and 
refided there about a month, engaged in trying 
and punifhing fome of the unhappy perfons who 
had been engaged in the late infurre£bion, and in 
coUedting money, by compounding with others for 
their delinquenc/. Amongft thofe who were ca- 
pitally puniihed) was. the abbot of Hayles, becaufe 
he had been taken in arms^*. Having, by a 
prudent mixture of mercy and feverity, reduced 
the northern and moft difaffcfted parts of the king- 
dom to fubmilfion, he returned to London. 

The fuppreffion of fo many rebellions, with the a. d. 1409. 
ruin of thofe who had been concerned in them, at o/fhc *^** 
length difpirited Henry's enemies, and difpofed Welfli. 
them to iubmit to a government which they could 
not overturn. Glendour indeed was ftill unfubdyed ; 

7* Otterboume, p. 261, 162. T. Walfmg.' p. 377; 
71 Id. ibid. 74 Otttrbourof* pv (i]^>. 
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but he was fb much weakened by die dcftruftioii 
of his confederates and the defeftion of his follow«^, 
that he was no longer to be dreaded. In the fummer 
of this year, he nnade a laft effort, by fending the 
greateft part of his followers, under the command 
of two of his braveft partizans, Rees Ap Du and 
Philpot Scudamore, to ravage Shroplhire. This 
they exeaited with great ferocity ; but they were at 
laft defeated, many of them killed, their two leaders 
taken, conducted to London, and there executed. 
The WcUh, now delpairing of being able to m^- 
tain their independency, abandoned their new 
prince, and quietly fubmitted to the EngKlh gorern- 
ment. Glendour Ikulked about the colmtry feveral 
years, under fev«*al difguifes, and at length died 
at his daughter's houfe, at Monington in Hereford- 
fhire, September 20, A. D. 141 5. 
A.D.^Hxo, England and Wales being now reduced to aftate 
A. D. 141 3. of perfeft fubmiffion and tranquillity, Henry had 
2^» ^" leifurc to turn his attention to his foreign domi- 
the con- nions, which he had hitherto been obliged, in a 
*^*"** great meafure, to negleft. Fortunately for him, 
the diftra6tions of the French, which had been even 
greater dian thofe of die Englifh, had prevented 
them from taking advantage of this negleft. The 
divifiofts and party-rage of the French were gready 
inflamed by the murder of the duke of Orleans; 
and at length broke out into a cruel and bloody 
. civil war, between the duke of Burgundy and his 
puty, on one fide, and the young duke of Orleans, 
hi^ father-in-law, the earl of Annagnac, and their 
pamzaa$9 on the other. Though a truce then 
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fiibfifted between England and France, both parties ^- ^- h»o» 
earneftly folicii;ed Henry's friendlhip and afliftance; a.d. 1413. 
and he fent the earl of Arundel, with 800 men at 
arms, and 1000 archers, to the duke of Burgundy, 
-who, with the aid of thefe fuccours, got pofleffion 
of Paris, A. D. 141 1 ^^ The Armagnacs (as they 
were called), dreading the confequences of this 
connection between their eneniies and the king of 
England, entered into a negotiation with Henry, 
offering him the reftitutioh of all that he had loft 
in Guienne, and other advantages, for his aflift- 
ance^*. Tempted by thefe offers, or perhaps with 
a view to prolong the civil war, he concluded a 
treaty with tliat party. May 18, A. D. 141 2, and 
engaged to fend them an aid of 1000 men at arms, 
and 3000 archers ^^, Henry feems to have had 
fome intention to conduft and command thefe 
troops in perfon ; but being prevented by ficknels, 
or fome other caufe, he appointed his fccond fon, 
Thomas of Lancafter, now created duke of Cla- 
rence, their general^** In the mean time, the 
king of France, the unhappy Charles VI . having re- 
covered from one of thofe fits of frenzy with which 
he was frequendy feized, was fo much enraged at 
the Armagnacs, for their defign of introducing fo 
great a body of Englifh troops into the kingdom, 
that he joined the duke of Burgundy, and befieged 
the duke of Berry, one of the chiefs of that party, 
in Bourges, While the affailants pufhed the fiege 
with gieat vigour, and the befieged defended 

75 T. VValfing. p. 380. 76Ryin. Fad. t. 8. p. 715^716.718. 

77 Id. ibid. p. 738. 7» Id. ibid. p. 733. 745- 
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A.D.^4io, themfelres v^ith great valour, they both fuffered 
A.D.1413. extreiTiely, by the fword, famine, anddifeafesj at 
^ ^'^'^ the fame time, they were both anxious about the 
- Englilh, the one dreading that they would arrive 
too fbon, and the other that dicy would arrive too 
late. Thcfe circumftances firft gave rife to wifhes, 
and then to propofals, of peace ; of which both parties 
being equally defirous, it was foon concluded. By 
One article of this treaty, both parties renounced 
all their alliances and connexions with the Eng- 
lilli ''. 
Expedition About the time this treaty was concluded, the 
Fi^cf . ^"^^ ^^ Clarence, with a confideraWe army, landed 
at La Hogue in Normandy, to the^ afliftance of 
the Armagnacs. For Ibme days the Englifli army 
behaved in a quiet and orderly manner^ but when 
they heard of the pacification of Bourges, they 
gave loofe reins to their fury, arid fprcad ruin and 
defolation wherever they appeared. After they 
had done much mifchief and colleded much booty^ 
they were prevailed upon to defift from hoftilitiesy 
and retire into Guienne, by a promife of 320,000 
crowns; for the payment of which the duke of Or- 
leans gave his brother and fome other noblemen 
hoftages •^ 

A. D. 1413. T^h^^ was the laft important tranfaftioh in the 

Death of Veign of Henry IV. Though that prince was ftiU 

Henry IV. ^ ^^^ prime of life^ he had for fome time been in a 

precarious ftate of health, affliifted with frequent 

79 Hiftgire de la France, par VilUr, t. 15. p. *ia, "itj. 
*» T. Walling, p. 382. Octei bourne, p. 271*172. 
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fits, i^iich deprived him of all fenfation> and a. d. 1413. 
ieeined to threaten him with immediate death. He ' ^ ~^ 
was feized with one of thefe fits as he was at his 
devotion in St. Edward's chj^el, Weftminfter; 
and being carried into the abbot's lodgings, he 
there expired, March ao, A. D. 141 3, in the 
forty-fixth year of his ag^ and the fourteenth of 
his reign •'. 

Few princes ever fat more uneafy on a throne Hitunhap* 
than Henry IV. In the firft eight years of his P*°^'- 
reign he was harafled with almoft inccflant plots 
and inftirreftions ; and though he enjoyed more 
external tranquillity in the latter part of it, he was 
not more happy, poffeffing neither health of lx)dy 
nor peace of mind. The great qualities of his 
eldeft fon, which ovtght to have given him joy, 
filled him with jealoufy and fulpicionj and the 
£ix)Iiclbme, diforderly conduct of that prince, when 
he was excluded from bufinefs, gave him no lefs 
vexation. He was much difquieted with remorfe 
for thofe crimes which rpaved his way to the throne 5 
nor was he without other caufes of chagrin. In a 
word, few of his fubjedts had reafon to envy the 
happinefs of their fovereign. 

Henry IV. was, in ftature, a little below the hIs cha. 
nuddle fize, but robuft and well made. He ex- "^*'^' 
celled in all the martial and manly exercifes of his 
times J and his courage was at once calm and un- 
daunted. His head was better than his heart ; his 
Ichemes being formted with prudence, and generally 

«« T. WaUiDg. p. 38a. Ottcrbourof^ p. *7i> ayi. 
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A.D.1413. fuccefsful, but not always innocent, and fcldom 
generous. As jealous as he v/as fond of power, he 
(luck at nothing to obtain and keep it ; and was 
not very prone to pardon thofe who attempted to 
deprive him of it. From policy more than prin- 
ciple, he protected the church and perfecutcd 
heretics, ^•"^'^i^^o^ ^^ ^^^ ruling paflionj and 
that, impelled by a violent gale of popular favour, 
hurried him into a throne, which involved him in 
many crimes and cares, and his country in many 
calamities* He would have been both a better 
and happier man, if Tie had never been a king. 
Henry, by his firft wife, Mary de Bohun, one of 
the co-hdrefies of Humphry de Bohun, earl of Here- 
ford, had four fons and two daughters, viz. Henry, 
who fuccceded him in die throne, Thomas, duke 
of Clarence, John, duke of Bedford, Humphry,^ 
duke of Gloucefter, Blanche, duchcfs of Bavaria, 
and Philippa, queen of Denmark. By his fecond 
wife, Jane, duchefs of Britanny, he had no iffue. 



SECTION II. 

From the accejfion of Henry V. A. D. 1413, U the 
acceff:o7t of HenryW. A. D. 1422. 

H«nryv. T T ENRY V. was proclaimed, at London, 

crowned. £^ M2iYc\i 21, and crowned at Weftminfter, 

, April 9, A. D. 141 3; and whatever objeftions 

might have been made to his tide, no prince ever 

mounted a throne more peaceably, and few with 
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gi^atcr applaufe*. His father, Henry IV, had ^^|;!^v 
loft all his popularity long before his death, which 
made the news of that event, and of his fon's fuc- 
ceffion, to be received with joy. 

The joy of the people of England on this occafion |Jl*troiiw" 
would have been more complete, if they had not 
entertained fome fufpicions concerning the charac- 
ter of their new king. That prince, in a very early 
period of life, had given proofs that he was poflcflcd 
of a good underftanding, great courage, activity, * 
generofity, and other virtues, which made him the 
objed of the people's love and of his father's 
jcaloufy ; but for four or five years before his ac- 
ceffion, having no opportunity of exercifing his 
military talents in the field, and being quite 
excluded from the cabinet, his vivacity, and 
other youthfiil paflions, betrayed him into a dif- 
orderly courfe of life. Many of his irregularities 
were die mereefFefts of wit and gaiety of heart, and 
occafioned only laughter ; but fome of them wore 
a more unfavourable afpe<5t, being direft violations 
of the law, and infults on its moft refpedlable 
Oiinifters. For diforders of this nature, it is faid, 
he was twice put under confinement, firft by fir W. 
Gafcoigne, chief juftice of England, and afterwards 
by John Hornfby, mayor of Coventry. But even 
thcfe laft were the effects of wantonnefs rather than 
of malice 3 and he fubmitted to the correction 
which they brought upon him in a manner which 
did hinx honour*. 

' Rym» Feed. torn. 9. p. i.; T. Walfing. p. 381. 
» Thorn* dt Elmhanj, Vita Henrici V. Oxon. A. D. 1727, p. ^1.; 
Hal], f. i.f Append, ad Forduni Scotichron. p. li^H-. 
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A.D.X4I3' The fears of the people of England concerning 
HiTdiangc the charaftcr of rfveir Icing were foon difpcUcd. 
ofconduS. Yj^^ moment Henry V. afcended the throne, he 
became (to ufe the words of the contemporary 
hiftorians) a new man. Determined to change 
his courfe of life, he difmiffed the licentious com- 
panions of his former riots, with marks of his 
bountyj biit with ftridl commands never to ap- 
proach his perfbn, till they had given fufEcient evi- 
dence of their amendment'. He fought out, 
honoured, and employed men of virtue and ^ili- 
ties J and none met widi fo, favourable a reception 
from him as the chief juftice, who had committed 
him to prifon, and others who had offended him^i 
by the faithful difcharge of their duty, in his Other's 
reign. Remembering the kindnefs with which ho. 
had been treated by the unhappy Richard II. in 
whofe court he had been educated, he removed the 
body of that prince, with great funeral pomp^ fronv 
Langley to Weftminfter \ The earl of March^ 
who had been kept in a kind of confinement dur« 
iflg the late reign, was fet at liberty, and treated 
with an unfufpicious franknefs, which efFe^ally 
gained his heart. Commiferating the faUen fbir- 
tunes of the'noble family of Northumberland, which 
had long been the bulwark of the northern borders, 
he procured the deliverance of the young heir of 
that family from his captivity in Scotland^ and re- 
ftored him to the e{t;at^s and honours: of his an- 
ceflors '. In a word, Henry V. on his accelfioa 

J T. Walfing, p. 38a. Hall, f. x. Hen, V. 

♦ I<1. f* s. Stow, p. 345. 5 Holingfhcd, p. 545. 
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to die throne, difplaycd all the virtues of a great A.p.1413.. 
and good king, except that of refpedting the rights 
of confcience in matters of religion ; which was not 
believed to be a virtue in the age in which he 
fiourilhed. 

The cruel intolerant fpirit of the church of Condemn- 
Ronie, to which all the Chriftian world was then lora Cob. 
enflaved, excited the firft difturbances in this reign. ^^^* 
The difciples of WickliflF, who were called Lol^ 
lardsy had been cruelly perfccuted, but ftill in- 
creafed; and were now become fo formidable, that 
they threatened the clergy with a diminution of 
their power and opulence. To prevent this, Arundel, 
archbiihop of Canterbury, determined to crulh that 
dreaded and detefted iedt, by inflifting capital 
punifh.ments on its moll confiderable members. 
With this view he obtained permiflion from the 
king to profccute fir John OWcaftle, lord Cobham> 
for herefy ^ who being apprehended and tried, was 
fweetly and modeftly (words ufed in the record) 
condemned, 0<5tober 10, by the archbifhop, to be 
burnt alive ; and delivered to the fecular arm for 
diat purpofe*. But he had the good fortune to 
make his efcape out of the Tower before the day 
appointed for his execution, and fled into Wales, 
where he concealed himfelf more than four 
years ^ 

It is highly probable that lord Cobham was A.D.1414. 
much exafperated againft the clergy for having Commc 
doomed him to fuch a painful death, and that he Cobham 
was not a litde difpleafed with the king (whofe fa- 2"*!.^^! 



LoUaids. 



* Rym. Foed, torn. 9. p. 6v*66. 7 Bale, fol. 4). 
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vour he had merited by his fcrvices) for having 
abandoned him to the will. of his enemies; but it 
may be juftly doubted, whether he carried his re- 
fentment fo far as to fonii the criminal and cruel 
fchemes imputed to him by die clergy, and be- 
lieved by the king. Thefe fchemesare faid to have 
been, to furprife the king at Eltham, where lie 
kept his Chriftmas, and to put him, his three 
brothers, and all the principal clergy of the king- 
dom, to death •. All we know with certainty is, 
that a confiderable number of Lollards affembled 
in St. Giles's fields, in the night of January 6, 
A. D. 1 41 4; that they were there furprifed by 
the king, who had received intelligence of their 
meeting ; that Ibme of them were taken and exe- 
cuted j and that a proclamation was iflued, Janu- 
ary 9, promifing a reward of 1000 marks to any 
one who (hould apprehend fir John Oldcaftle, lord 
Cobham ^. In that proclamation, the procurement 
of the alTembly in St, Giles's fields, and the in- 
tention of killing the king, are imputed to lord 
Cobham ; but with what juftice it h impoffible to 
determine. It is not known whether he was in that 
aflembly or not : if he was in it, he made his 
efcape ; for he was not apprehended till about four 
years after, when he was hanged as a traitor, and 
afterwards burnt as a heretic *^. 
Henry France was at this time a fcene of the moft dc- 

ciaimfng plorablc difordcr. The unhappy Charles VI, 
the crown feldom enjoying fo much reafon as to be fit for 

^f France. j ^ o 

« Elmham, p. 30. Tit. Livii, p. 6, 7. T. Walfing. p. 385, 386. 
9 Id. ibid. Rym. Feed. t. 9. p. 89. 
»o Walfing. Ypod. Ncull. p. 59^. 
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government, the kingdom was torn in pieces by a. p. 1414, 
the two furious faftions of Burgundy and Orleans ; 
private wars were carried on between the nobility 
of the different parties in every province; towns 
Mrerc taken and reduced to afhes -, the open country 
defolated by fire and Iword; and the one half ot 
the nation feemed determined to exterminate the 
other • *. Thefe circumftances, it is probable, en- 
couraged Henry V. to think of claiming the crown 
of France, and attempting the conqueft of that 
kingdom. 

This claim, it muft be confefled, was not very ThatcUim 
well founded on any fuppofition. If the French fo^^^. 
do£lrineof fuccefTion prevailed, viz. That a female 
could ncidier inherit the crown of France, nor 
tranfmit a title to it to her male pofterity, Henry 
had no fliadow of right ; if the Englifh do<ftrine 
advanced by Edward III. prevailed, viz. That 
though a female could not inherit the crown of 
France, fhe could tranfmit a title to it to her male 
pofterity; ftill Henry had no right, becaufe this 
kind of right was evidently in the earl of March, 
tranfmitted from queen Ifabella to her fon Ed- 
ward III. and from him to the earl of March, by 
Philippa, only child of Lionel duke of Clarence, 
the elder brother of John duke of Lancafter, from 
whom Henry derived all his rights. But the princes 
of the houfe of Lancafter, when they had ufurped 
the throne of England fix)m the family of March, 
ieem to have confidered that family as extind, and 

»» Hiftolre dc Francfj par Vlllar, torn. 13. p. 199—336. 
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A.i>»i4t4- all its rights transferred to them; and itmay b& 
obfervcd in general, that ambitious princes are not 
the moft fcrupulous cafuifts when a crown is in 
queftion, and feems Co be within their reach. 
Prepara- Though Henry had certdnly formed the defign 
lions for of invading France ibon after his acceflion, heart- 
fully concealed that defign as long as poflible from 
thofe he intended to invade. With this yiew he 
fought the princefs Katharine, the youngeft daughter 
of the king of France, in marriage, with great 
feeming earneftnefs, and carried on confta^t nego- 
tiations for a long truce or a perpetual peace. But 
he took effedbial care thatthefe negodationa fhould 
not fucceed, by rifing in his demands as: tKe 
French advanced in their conceffions ". In the 
mean time he was eagerly engaged in making pre- 
parations of ^1 kinds for his intended expedition **. 
A parliament, which met this year, granted him 
two tenths and two fifteenths, befides the lands of 
all the alien priories in England, to the number of 
no, and he received a valuable fire giit from, 
the clergy "*. He borrowed from all who could 
be prevailed upon to lend, pawning his jewels, and 
even his croWn, to procure money '*. With much 
diligence he collefted troops, arms, provifions, 
ihips, and every thing neceffary '*. 

*» Rym. Feed. torn. 9. p. S9— ii6'T. 
. >3 Id. ibid. p. 2^1. Elmhanir <:h. 15. p% 29* T« Llvii, p. 6. 
T. Walfing. p. 387. 

*4 Parliament. Hift. vol. a, p. 137, &c. 
.^ Rym. Fc»d. torn. 9. p. %sf* 063. xji. 1S49 aS5» «S6« 

>^ Id. ibid. p. 249—288. Eimhsan, c. iS. p. 34, 35, 36* 
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• When all things were ready, at Southampton, a. 0,1415^ 

July a8, Henry threw off the mafk, by rejcdmg confpi 

uH the offers of the French ambafladors, and ^Y^ 

putting an end to n^otiatbn/ While the troops 

i^^creembarkmg, a furprifing difcovery was made of 

a conlpiraqr againft the king, by (bme of his neareft 

relations and greateft favourites; particularly 

Richard earl of Cambridge, fon to the duke of 

York, Henry lord Scrope of Maftiam, treafurer 

and chief confident of his royal mafter, and fir 

Thomas Grey of Heton in Northumberland. The 

defign of the confpirators, according to the confef- 

fion of the earl of Cambridge, was to carry the earl 

of March, whofe fifter he had married, into Wales,. 

and there proclaim him king, in hopes that the 

people of thofe parts would join his ftandard and 

fuppon his caufe *^. The three chief confpirators 

were tried in a very fummary manner, condemned^ 

and executed The carl of March, to whom the 

proj^ had been communicated, and who probably 

revealed it to the king, was pardoned *•. 

Henry, having appointed his brother John duke siege of 
of Bedford regent of England, failed from South- ^^^' 
ampton, 13th Auguft, with a gallant army of 
6000 men at arms, and 24,000 archers, and ar- 
rived next day on the coaft of France, about nine 
miles from Harflcur, which he foon after invefted. 
After a fiegc of about five weeks, that town fur- 
rendered, September 22, upon the following hard 

'7 J^ym. Feed. torn. 9. p. 300. 

»• Id. ibid. p. 303, Elmh-^m, p. 3^» Walfing. p. 389, Tit. 
J«lvii, p. S. 
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A.D.M15. conditions. That thirty perfons, to be named by 
Henry, (hould be delivered to him, to be treated 
as he pleafed ; and that the reft of the garrifon and 
inhabitants fhoiild march out, and go where they 
pleafed, leaving ali their goods behind them to en- 
rich the conquerors '*. 
ftenry re THough this was a valuable, it was not a cheap 
renlrn to conqueftj for the uncommon heat of the weather, 
England, the great fatigues of the fiege, the uncautious eat- 
ing of fruit, and other caulcs, produced an epide- 
mic dyfentery in the Englifli army, of which feveral 
perfons of rank, and about 2060 of the (jommon 
foldiers, died j and far greater numbers were ren- 
dered incapable of fervice*^. This circumftance, 
and the advanced feafon of the year, made it im- 
proper to engage in any other military enterprife. 
Henry, therefore, repaired the fortifications of Har- 
fleur, invited many Englifli families to fettle in it, 
by granting them the houfcs of the former inhabit- 
ants, and furniflied it with a garrifon of aooo men, 
under the command of his uncle, the carl of Dor- 
fet, as governor, and of fu- John Faftolf, as lieute- 
nant-governor; and then began to think of con- 
ducing the remainder of his troops back again to 
England. But the manner of accompUftiing this 
was a queftion of no little difficulty; to determine 
wliich, the king called a council of all the great men 
of his army. The duke of Clarence, the king's 
f Ideft brother, propofed to embark the army at 
Harfleur, and fail diredUy from thence into Eng- 

'9 Th, Livii, p. ii. Elmham, p, 47, 4S. ^^filmhamy p. 44* 
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knd. But the king, thinking that would have the a.d.u^s- 
appearance of fear, and of fhunning an engage- 
ment, declared boldly for marching by land to 
Calais; and that refolution was adopted*'. The 
duke of Clarence, the earls of March, Arundel, 
Marfhal, and many others, who were indilpofed, 
took their paflage dircftly from Harfleur, which ftill 
further diminilhed the army **. 

The landing of fo powerful an enemy as the p^^^ °^ 
king of England upon their coafts, did not extin- 
guifti the flames of faftion among the French ; for 
while that prince was befieging Harfleur, they were 
debating in council, whether they fhould intruft the 
proteftion of the kingdom to the duke of Burgundy 
or the duke of Orleans, believing that it was im- 
poflibk for thefe two princes to co-operate. This 
queftion was at length determined in favour of the 
duke of Orleans and his party ; which fiirniflied his 
rival with a pretence for acSting that part which he 
afterwards afled, and which brought fo many cala- 
mities upon his country, and deftruftion upon him- 
fc]£*^. So flow were the preparations of the French, 
that when the fiege of Harfleur had continued five 
weeks, and the Englifti army was fo much weakened, 
they had not a fufEcient number of troops to at- 
tempt the relief of that place **. The furrender of 
Harfleur feems to have roufcd them ; for in about 
fourteen days after, they had collefted an arnriy of 
icx>,ooo men to intercept the Englifh army in its 
march to Calais**. 

*»Tit. Livn,p. ti. Elmham, c. 42.p. 49. *» Walfing.p. 391. 
•J Hiftoire dc France, paf Villar, tom. 13. p. 350. 
*4-Id. ibid. p. 346. *5 Rym. FOed, tom. 9. p. 314- 
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It IB hardly podibk to imagine any fituation more 
dangerous than that of Henry V. ami his army, at 
this time. That army was now reduced to 10,000 
men, of whom not a few were fick, or flowly re- 
covering fix)m ficknefs ;— they had to traverfe a 
long tradt of country, inhabited by exaiperated 
enemies, from whom they were to procure provi- 
fions, lodgings, guides, intelligence, and every 
thing they wanted ;— that country was defended by 
many ftrong towns, interfefted by deep rivers, and 
guarded by an army of 100,000, or (according to 
fbme contemporary writers) 140,000 men**. 

Henry, undaunted by all thefe dangers and diffi- 
culties, departed from Harflcur, marching his army 
in three lines, with bodies of cavalry on the wings* 
He proceeded by very eafy journies, that he might 
not fatigue his troops, or dijcourage them by the 
appearance of a flight; obferving the flrifteft dif- 
cipline, and paying generoufly for every thing he 
received 5 which induced the country-people to 
bring provifions to his camp, in fpite of all the com- 
mands they had received to the contrary. To 
keep his men in fpirits, and from repining, the 
king fared as ill as the mcaneft foldier, always ap- 
pearing with a cheerful countenance, and addreffin^ 
them in the moft friendly and encouraging language. 
When the Engliih army reached the banks of the 
river Somme at Blanquitake, where Edward III. 
had paffed before the battle, of Ciefiy, and where 
they defigned to pafs, to their great mortification, 
they found the ford was rendered imprafticable, by 



** T, Weirmg. p. 391. 



iharp 



Digitized by 



Google 



.Th.1. $a, CIVIL AND MlLITAfty: 47 

fharp ftdces -driven into the bottom; and faw a V^'j^'^ ^ 
great army on the other fide, ready to oppofe their 
paf&ge. This obliged them to march up the banks 
of that river, in queft of a place to pafs it; M*iich 
they fortunately found near Bethencourt, where 
the whole army got over, Oftober rp, ^thout op- 
pofition. Proceeding on their march, they arrived 
at the village df Agincdurt, in the county of St. 
Pol, on the evening df ©ftober ^4, and there be- 
held the whole *Freii<ih'arrfiy, at a TmalL diftance, 
dire£Uy in their roate*^ The king took an atten- 
tive view of it from an eminence, and was fully * 
convinced) that it was impoffible to proceed any 
.further on hh way to Calais without a batde, and ^ 
equally impoffible to return to Harftcur with fa 
-great an army in his rear. He therefore refolved 
to hazard an a£):ion next morning, as the only 
means of prefcrving himfdf and his litde army from 
deftrudion **. Some French writers indeed fay, - 
that he made an x)flFcr to ^ve up his conqueft of 
Harfleur, and to repair ^ ^e damages he had done 
for a free pafiage to Calais *^ But this is neither 
agreeable to the charader of his courage nor his 
prudence; as fu<ih an oflfer would have diipuited 
his own nnen and encouraged his enemies; and 
he could not expedt that it would be accq)ted. 

The Englilh army lodged in the Tillages of Agio* How tfa« 
court, Maifoncelle, and fome others, on the night ?^^[*^ 
of the Ci4th of Oftober, and met with better ac- ni^tb*. 
commodation than they had been accuftomed to Jl^^tif* 

«7 Elmbam, c. 24, »5. p. 54—59. Tit. Livii, p. 11—15. 
T. Wal/ing. p. J9». *» T. Wtlfing. p. 59*. 

*9 LiUMumir^ ft 24. e. 6. Vilitf, ttm. 9. p. 35!, 

for 
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A. D. 1415- for fomc time paft, and fpent part of thdr dmc in 
"^ '' mutual exhortations to fight bravely in the ap- 
proaching battle *^ The king, overhearing fomc 
of his nobles exprefling a wifh, that the many brave 
men who were idle in England were prefent to aflifl: 
them, cried out — " No ! I would not have one man 
" more— if we are defeated, we are too many — if 
" it Ihall pleafe God to give us the viftory, as I 
" truft he will, the fmaller our number the greater 
" our glory"." The moon happening to (hine 
very bright, Henry, with fome of his befl: officers, 
carefully examined the ground, and pitched upon a 
field of battle, admirably calculated to prefervc a 
fmall army from being furrounded by a great one. 
It was a gcnde declivity from the vDlage of Agin- 
court, of fufficieftt extent for his fmall arnly, de- 
fended on each fide by hedges, trees, and brulh- 
wood. Having placed guards and kindled fires 
on all fides, the king and his army betook them- 
felves to reft ; except fuch as were of a more feri- 
ous turn of mind, and, confidering that as the laft 
night of their lives, fpent it in devotion'*. 
Mow the The French, exulting in their numbers, confi- 
^»^"^^Jj dent of vidory, and abounding in provifions, fpent 
the night in noify feftivity, and in forming fancifijl 
fchemes about the difpofal of their prifoners and 
their booty. It was in general relblved to put all 
the Englifh to the fword, except the king and the 
chief nobility, who were to be taken prifoners for 
the fake of their ranfoms ". 

J® ElmhaiTiy p. 59. J» Id. p. 61 4 

J» Id. p. 59. Tit. Livii, p. t6. T. W^alfing. p. 39a. 

W td. ibid. HaU, Hen. V. f. x-6. • . 
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On the morning of Friday, the memorable ^^*'^'^' 

i5th of.O<5tober, A,-D. I41^5, the day of Crifpin order of 

and Crifpianus, the Englifh and French armies ^*"^«« 

-were ranged in order of battle, each in three lines, 

with bodies of cavalry on each wing. The con- 

ftable d' Albert, who commanded the French army, 

fell into thefnare that was laid for him, by drawing 

np his army in the narrow plain between the two 

woods. This deprived him, in a great meafnre, of 

Bit advantage he fhould have derived from the 

prodigious fuperiority of his numbers ; obliged him 

to make his lines unneceflarily deep, about thirty 

men in file; to crowd his troops, particularly his 

cavalry, fo clofe together, that they could hardly 

move, or ufe their arms ; and in a word, was the 

chief caufc of^U the difafters that followed ^*.. The 

French, it is • faid, had a confiderable number of 

cannon of different fizes in ^ the field -, but we .do 

not hear that tliey cfid any execution, probably for 

want of room ^*. The firft line of the French 

army, which '--'cohfifted of;^pdp men at arms on 

foot, mixed' with i^bob arcHei^, wfth 56b men at 

arms mounted'on each wing^ was commanded by 

the conftake if Albert, the dlikes of Orieaps and 

Bourbon, and^^^Warty; 'Other Aobles; the dukes of 

Alen$on, Brabant, and Bar,'&d conducted thefe- 

cond linei'^and'dic earls 'of Marie, Damartine, 

Fauconberg, &€!. were at the^head of the third' lir^e'^ 

The king of England erriployed various arts tb fup- 

ply his defeSt i5f numbers. He placed 200 of his 

U Tit. LiviiJ'p. 17. Elmham, c. 47. 

J J Id. p. 6^. Til, Livii, p. 17. ^^fllai^ torn, f » J)i*^6i; 

j6 Id. ibid. p. 365, 

Vol. IX. E bcft 
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A. 0.1415. beft archers, in ambulh, in a low meadow, on the 
flank of the firft line of the French". His owa 
firft line confifted wholly of archers, four in file; 
each of whom, bcfides his bow and arrows, had a 
battlc-taxe, a fword, and a ftake pointed with iroa 
at both ends, which he fixed before him in the 
ground, the point inclining outward^ to protedt 
him from cavalry ; which was a new invention, and 
had a happy efieft'*. That he might not be in- 
cumbered, he difmiflcd all his prifoners, on their 
word of honour to furrender themfelves at Calais^ 
if he obtained the viftory, and lodged all his bag- 
gage in the village of Agincourt, in his rear, under 
a flcnder guard '•. The command of the firft line 
was, at his earneft requeft, committed to Edward 
duke of York, aflifted by the lords Beaumont, Wil- 
^ghby, and Fanhope; the fecond was condudec) 
by the king, with his youngcft brother Humphry,, 
duke of Gloucefter, the earls of Oxford, MarfliaU 
and SufiFolk i and the third was led by the duke of 
Exeter, the king's uncle **^. The lines being 
formed, die king, in fhining armour^ with a crown 
of gold adorned with precious ftones on his helmet, 
mounted on a fine white horfe, rode ahtkg them, 
and addrefied each corps with a chfeerful counte- 
nance and animadag fpeeches^\ To infiame 
their relentment againft their enemies,, iie told them, 
that the French had determined to cut off duee 
fingers of the right hand of every priibner; and to 
roufe thjdr love of honour, be declared, that every 

17 Hall, Hen. V. f. 16. i^ Id. ibid. Ehnbnn. f. 6$. 

iSfld.^So. 4AHid1,Hoii«V.f.j6« 4v£lmhaimf.6x. 
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foldier in that army who behaved well, Ihould from ^' ^- '^'5; 
henceforth be deemed a gentleman, and intitled to "" 
bear coat-armour**. The Englifh archers, fired 
by the words and geftures of their king, and pant- 
ing for action, ftripped themfelves almoft naked, 
that they might deal their blows with the greater 
rapidity and vigour*'. 

When the two armies were drawn up in this ^^}^^ ^^ 
manna-, they flood a confidcrable tincie gazing at court' 
one another in foletiin filence. But the king, 
dreading that the French would difcover the danger 
q( their fitijation, and decline a battle, commanded 
the charge to be founded, about ten of the clock 
m the forenoon. At that inftant, the firft line of 
the Englilh kneeled down, ^nd kifled the ground j 
and then ftarting up, difcharged a flight of arrows, 
which did great execution among the crowded 
ranks of die French**. Immediately after, upon 
a fignal being given, the archers in ambulH 
arofe, and difcharged their arrows on the flank of 
the French line, and threw it into fome diforder*'. 
The battle now became general, and raged with un- 
common fury. The Englifh archers, having ex- 
pended all their arrows, threw away their bows, 
and, rufhing forward, made dreadful havoc with 
their fwords and battle-axes**. The firfl line of 
the enemy was by thefe means defeated ; its leaders 
being cither killed or taken prifoncrs. The fe- 
cond line, commanded by the duke d'Alen^on 
(who had made a vow either to kill or take the king 

4* Elmbanitp. 61. Villar, p. 364. ^s Id. p. 366. 

4* T. Elmhain> p. 6^. 371. « Hall, Hen. V. f. 17. 



^ Id. ibid. f. 18. 
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^^*'^^^: of England,' or to perifh in the attempt), now ad- 
vanced to the charge, arid was encountered by the 
fecond line of the Englilh, condudted by the king. 
This confiidt was more clofe and furious than the 
farmer. The duke of Gloucefter, wounded and 
unhorfcd, was proteded by his royal brother, till 
he w^as carried off the field*^ The duke d'Alen- 
5on forced his way to the king, and aflaulted him 
with great fury ; but that prince brought him to 
the ground, where he was inftantly difpatched"**. 
Difcouraged- by this difafter, -the fecond line made 
no more refiftance j and the third * fkd without 
fti iking a blow j yielding a: complete and glorious 
viftory to the Englifh, after a violent ftruggle of 
three hours duration *^ • ■ - - 
The kill- The king did not permit his men to purfue the 
taken. fugitives to a great diftance, but encouraged them 
to take as many prifoners as- they could on or near 
the field; in which they \vere fo fuccefsful, that, in 
a little time, his captives were more numerous than 
his folditrs*^ A great proportion of thefe prifoners 
were rhcn of rank and fortune ; fopmany^'of the 
French nobleffe being pn foot, and lod:ded with 
their heavy armour, could not make their efcaf>e. 
Among thcfe were, the diikes of Oflean^ and 
Bourbon, the marlhal BouciCaut, the counts 'd'Eu, 
Vendome, Richemont, and HarCourt, and 7000 
barons, knights, and gentlemen'*, THe French 

47 Elraharo, p, 67. Tit. Liv.p.ao. ^ ^ Hkll,,f. 18. 

49 T. Walfing. p. 393. Tit. Liv. p. ao. Thomas dc Elm- 
ham^s defcription oC this bittle is To curious a piece of bombaft, that 
1 have given it in Appendix, N^'I. 

S<> Tit. Liv. p. '10. 5« T. Ottcrbourne, p. 177. 
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left dead on the field of batde, the conftable d'Al- a. d. 141 5- 
bert, the three dukes of Alen^on, Brabant, and '^ '' 
Bar, the archbifhop of Sens, one nlarflial, thir- 
teen eirls, ninety-two barons, 1500 knights, and 
a far greater number of gendemen, befides feveral 
thoufands of common foldiers *\ Even the French 
hiflorians acknowledge, that. the lofs of the Englifh 
was inconfiderable j and thofe of our own contem- 
porary writers who make it the greateft, affirm that 
it did not exceed a hundred; and that the duke of 
York and the earl of Suffolk were the only great 
men who fell on that fide in this memorable ac- 
tion 'K So aftonifliing, on fome occafions, are the 
events of war, and fo fatal the errors of thofe^ to 
whom the conduft of armies is committed ! For to 
the grofe errors committed by* the conftable d'Al- 
bert, as much as to the wife meafures of Henry, 
and the heroic valour of the Englifli, the dilgrace 
and -ruin of the French army may be imputed. ' 

The advanced feafon of the year, with the want Henry's 
of a lufficient number of men, prevented Henry |^"^e^", 
from making any other ufe of his great viftory, land. 
than to purfue his march to Calais, with his (poils 
and prifoners ^\ Having there refted and refi-efhed 
his troops, he embarked for England, November 1 6, 
with his principal prifoners, and arrived at Dover 
that fame evening ; where he was received with 
tranfports of joy, many of the people plunging into 
the fca to meet his barge ". At his triumphant 
entry into London, November 23, the fhows and 

5» T. Ottcrbourne, p. 177. T. Elmham,p. 68. Villar.t. 13. p.375. 
53 T. Elmhara, p. Cs- 54 Id. ibid. 55 Elmbam, p. 71. 
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pageants exhibited by die citizens (fays a contem- 
porary writer) were to numerous, that it would 
have required a volume to defcribe them **. One 
of the nfioft valuable proofs they gave him of their 
good- will was, a prefent of £ 1000, in two g(dd 
bafons, each worth £ 500 *'. 

The lamentations in France were as loud as the 
acclamations in England, there being few faniilies 
in it who did not mourn the lofs of fome relations 
who had fidlen in the fatal batde of Agincourt. 
The diftraftions which reigned in the court and 
councils of that kingdom after that battle can 
hardly be defcribed. The exclufion of the duke 
of Burgundy from all fhare in the government, by 
the prevailing faftion of the Armagnacs, had dif- 
gufted him fe much, that he had engaged in (ecrec 
negotiations with the king of England. The de- 
feat at Agincourt, the death of his fon-in-law, the 
dauphin Lewis, which happened about fix weeks 
after, and, above all, the exaltation of his moil in- 
veterate enemy, the count d*Armagnac, to the 
office of conftable, and the chief diredion of all 
affairs, accelerated thefe negotiations, which ter- 
minated in a treaty of alliance, iii which the duke 
acknowledged Henry to be king of France, and 
engaged to aflKt him with all his forces, to obtain 
the pofleffion of that kingdom **. This alliance with 
fo powerful a prince of the blood of France, who 
had fo numerous a party in that diftrafted king- 
dom, gaviC Henry a very probable prolpedt of fiic- 
ceft in his defigns. 

J« T, Wadfing. p. 39^. 57 Stow, p. 3^1. 5» Rym. 

F«ed. torn. ^ p, 304. 31*. 331. 354. 364, 374. 390, 395, Sec. 
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The emperor Sigifmund, who had vifitcd die a.o.i4i6« 
courts of Arragon and France, to engage them to Truce 
concur in putting an end to the fchifin in the p^^. 
churdi, arrived in England in April this year, with 
fimikr ricws'*". Whik he continued there, he at* 
tempted to niediate a peace between France and 
England; but without fucccfs***. As Henry, how- 
ever, was not prepared for the fdttnidabk invafion 
which he i&fiended, he agreed to a truce from Oc- 
tober 9, A. D. 1416, to February 2, I4i7**. 

WWle the king of England was forming al- state o£ 
liances, coUcding money, raifingtroops, and making ^'"^ 
every poffible preparation for invading France, thofc 
who condu6tedthe affairs of that kingdom were doing 
every thing that could contribute to the'u* own and to 
their country*s ruin. The conftabk d'Armagnac in 
reality pofleflcd all the power of die crown j and he 
employed that power to die moft pernicious pur- 
pofes. His reigning paffion was hatred to the duke 
of Burgundy and his party; and being naturally of 
a fierce imperious fpirit, he perfccutc^ all who were 
folpefked of attachment to that party with the moft 
unrelenting cruelty. This rendered the wounds of 
faftion incurable, and produced much diforder, dif- ' 

cord, and diftrefs, in all parts of the kingdom; 
and particularly in the capital, where the Burgun- 
dian had many friends, who had formed a plot to 
maflacre thie king and all his femily, the conftable, 
and all the principal perfons of his party. The 
fame difcord which raged in all other parts of the 

59 T. Elmham, c. 31. p. 73. ^ Id. Ihid. 

^ Ityra. Feed. torn. 9, p. 39s. 
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A.D, 14:6. kingdom reigned in the royal family. The queen, 
' excluded from any fhare in the management of af- 
fairs by the conftable, retired to Vincennes, where 
Ihe kept a moft licentious and luxurious court. This 
gave the conftable an opportunity of feizing all her 
treafures, which were very great, and of inflaming the 
jealoufy of the king to fuch a pitch, that Ke fent her 
under a guard to Tours, and commanded her fa- 
vourite Louis Bourdon to be put up in a fack, and 
. thrown into the Seine, Thefe cruel injuries in- 
fpired. that princefs with the moft implacable re- 
. fentment againft the conftable and all his party ^ not 
excepting her own fon Charles, now become dau- 
phin by the death of his two elder brothers**. In 
a word, all the furies feemed to have taken up their 
refidence in P'rance, and to have confpired the de- 
ftru'ftion of that kingdom. 

A.D. 1417. Such was the ftate of France when Henry V. 

fny^^n ^^^^^ed, Auguft I, A. D. 14 1 7, near Touques in 

ofFi-ance. Normandy, with a gallant army of 16,000 men at 
arms and archers, fome thoufands of pikemen and 
other troops, with many miners, mafons, car- 
penters, a great train of artillery and other engines, 
from a fleet of 1500 fliips**^ When he had dif- 
embarked his troops, he publiflied fome excellent 
regulations for the prefervation of difcipline, and 
proteftion of the clergy, of wives, widows, and 
maidens, from all infults ^*. It is unneceflfary to 
attend this vidorioiis prince, ftep by ftep, in his 
triumphant march, or enumerate all the places that 

** Villar, torn. 13. p« 410 — 4.26. 

*J Tit. Livii, p- 31, 31, 33. T. Elmham, p. 91, 96, 97. Otter- 
bourne, p. 278. 64 T. Walling, p. 397. 
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fubmitted to his arms. There was no army to op- ^'^' '**7* 
pofe him in the field ; moft of the towns were ill ' 
fortified, and worfe garrifoned; and, expecting no 
relief, furrcndered as foon as they were fummoned. 
His 'proceeding appeared more like the progrefs of 
a prince in his own dominions, than the march of 
an invader in an enemy's country; and all the 
lower Normandy was reduced in this campaign. 

At the fame time, the progrefs of his ally, the Proceed- 
duke of Burgundy, was no lefs rapid. That JJf j„j[g 
prince, carefijlly concealing his conne6tion with the of Bur- 
king of England, pretended to carry on the war ^"" ^' 
againft the Armagnacs, who, he declared, were 
enemies to the (late, and held the king and royal 
family in durance. Befides a powerful army, with 
which he advanced towards the capital, where the 
court refided, he had many friends and emiflliries 
in all parts of the kingdom, who prevailed upon 
many great men to embrace his party, and on 
many towns to open their gates to his troops. On 
his march, he received a meflage from the queen 
(who had long been the moft violent of all his ene- 
mies, for the murder of her favourite the duke of 
Orleans), entreating him to relieve her from her 
confinement, and promifing to promote all his views. 
Senfible of the advantage of having that bold and 
adive princefs in his party, or rather in his pof- 
feffion, he flew to her refcue, at the head of 800 
horfe, furprifed her keepers, and conduced her to 
Chartres. There fhe ifTued a proclamation, de- 
claring her right to be regent of the kingdom du- 
ring the incapacity of the king, her hufband; and 

imme- 
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A.D.Ht7* immediately entered on the cxercifc of that rig^t^ 
by conftituting a new parliament, appointing a 
cronftable, chancellor, and other officers of ftatc, 
&C. Thus the two parties which had fo long torn 
France in pieces, were more regularly formed than 
ever; the Armagnacs afbing under di-^ authority 
of the dauphin, and the Burgundians under the 
authority of die queen. Both theft parries nego- 
tiated with the king of England, and with one an- 
other, but without eidier fincerity or fuccefe ; and 
the war between them was carried on with the 
greateft inveteracy **. 
A.D.1413. While one half of the people of France were 
Military attempting to fubdue the other, the king of Eng- 
oTthc^"* land proceeded with great rapidity in fubduing 
Engiiih. l)Qxii, Having received a reinforcement of 15,000 
men from England, he gave the command of ft- 
paratc bodies of troops to his two brothers, the 
dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, with which they 
reduced many ftrong places**. In the Ipring and 
fummer of this year, all Normandy, except Cher- 
bourg and Rouen, fubmitted to the arms of Eng- 
land; and the duke of Gloucefter befieged Ae 
former, while the king invefted the latter, July 29. 
Cherbourg, after a long and obftinate refiftancc^ 
furrendered, September 29 : but the king, finding 
that he could not take Rouen (which was defended 
by 19,000 men) by force, without too great an ex- 

*> Villar, torn. 13, p, 439, &c. 

^ T. Elraham, c. 55, 56, 57, 58. Walfing. p. 400, Tit. Lit.- 
p.40— 51; < 
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penct of bloody converted the fiege into a block- 
ade, in order to reduce it by fannine. 

Hemy, as wife as he was brave, employed po- wife po- 
ficy as wen as power to promote the fuccefi of his Hwiry. 
cntei^rifc. By a proclamation, he promifed pro- 
cedion, and the peaceable enjoyment of all their 
gcxxb and |H-iviIeges, to all who fubmittcd to his 
anidiority, and appointed commiffioners in every 
diftridt to receive the fubmiffions of the people*'. 
He ;^lifhed the gabelle, and dhninilhed the tax 
on fait, and fome other taxes**. He maintained 
the moft perfect difcipline among his troops, and 
filtered none of his foldicrs to infult or injure the 
p^aceaUe inhabitants. To all who approached his 
perfon, he behaved with the moft winning affability, 
hearing ihcir complaints with patience, and redreiT- 
ing thmr wrongs with juftice. By thefe wife mea- 
fures, he (ubducd the hearts of the people of Nor- 
mandy, who crowded to pay their fubmiflion to 
fo great and good a prince. 

While Henry was tlius fuccefsfully employed in M^acre 
aiierting his claim to the crown of France, the two 
parties in that kingdom were too keenly engaged in 
dcftroying one another to give him any interrup- 
tion. The conftable d'Armagnac, having difco- 
vercd a plot to betray Paris to the duke of Bur- 
gundy, made the fcaffolds ftream with blood, and 
meditated a maifacre of all the Burgundian party in 
the capital. This feverity only ferved to render 
him more odious, and to haften his own deftruc- 

•7 Rym. F«d. tore. 9. p. 573. ^* Id. ibid. p. 583.. 
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A.D.i+iS* tion. Perrinct le Ckrk admitted L'Ifle Adarn^ a 
captain of the duke of Burgundy, with 800 men 
at arms, into Paris on the night of May 29. This 
troop marched in profound filencc to the Chatelet, 
where they were joined by 500 citizens who were 
in the plot. They then divided into different bo- 
dies, went to the houfes of the minifters of ftate, 
and other obnoxious perfons, feized them, and 
threw them into prifon. Tanneguy de Chaftel> 
provoft of Paris, faved the dauphin, by rufliing into 
his chamber on the firft alarm, taking him out of 
bed, and carrying him in his arms to the Baflile, 
from whence he efcaped to Melun, The conftablc, 
who was the chief objedt of their indignation, eluded 
their moft eager fearches for fome time ; but was at 
length difcovered by a mafon, in whofe houfe he 
had taken Ihelter, and conduced to prifon. Next 
morning the populace of Paris, inftigated by the 
friends of the duke of Burgundy, be^an the moft 
horrid outrages, infulting, plundering, and impri- 
foning all to whom they gave the name of Armag- 
nacs ; and thefe outrages continued till all the pri- 
fons were filled, and a great part of the city de- 
ftroyed. But the moft bloody fcene of this tra- 
gedy was ftill to come. As foon as the queen and 
duke of Burgundy, who were then at Troyes, 
heard of this revolution, they fent intimations to 
their confidential friends, that it would be proper to 
put all the Armagnacs to death. When they re- 
ceived this cruel intimation, they circulated reports, 
that the Armagnacs were about to enter the city by 
furprife, to releafe die conftable and other prilbners, 
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and murder all the Burgundians. Enraged to mad- ^*P'H«g 
nefs by thele reports, the populace, June la, broke 
into the prilbns, and> butchered the guards and pri- 
foners without diftinftion. In the firfl: three days of 
this maflacre, befides the conftable, chancellor, and 
fix bifliops, 3500 perfons, njanyofthem eminent 
for their rank and charafter, were put to death. 
After the triumphant entry of the queen and duke, 
while the ftrcets were ftained with Wood, the mafr 
lacrc was renewed, and about 14,600 perfons (of 
which 5000 were women) flain*^. How dangerous 
a pafllon is party-rage, which fometimties corrupts 
the beft hearts, blinds the beft underitand^igs, and 
endangers the moft powerful dates ! 

The two parties in France were fo far from NegotU- 
giving any interruption to Henry while he was en- 
gaged in the fiege of Rouen, diat both courted his 
protection, and each endeavoured to .n>ake him 
more tempting offers than the other. He nego- 
tiated with both, without fufpendiijg or relaxing 
his military operations for one moment^'*. A truce 
was <:oncluded with the young e^rl of Armagnac, 
the carl of Dreux, and other French barons, who 
haraflfed his fubjedii. in. Guiennei which reftoredt 
tranquillity to his dominions in th<?ie parts ^'. A 
curious detail of the negotiations \^ith^the dauphinj^ 
which hath been publilhed, proves, that Henry 
was as great a politician as a genera], and that it 
was as difficult to deceive him in the cabinet as to 

^ Villar, t. 13. p. 461—475. T. Walfing. p. 400. 

?• RyiD. Feedt torn. 0, p. 618—655. 7« Id, ibid, p, 60a. 
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A^,i4ii> defeat Wm in the HcW. Both thcfc, and the ncgo- 
trntions widi the other party, which were carried on 
at the fitme time, proved aborWrc; and it was pro- 
bably never intended that they fhould have any 
fuccefs. 
A.D.X4I9- While Henry amufed botih the parties of the 
•?Rw»w. French with thcfe negotiations, he carried on die 
0ege of Rouen, fecure from any interruption. 
That great and beautiful city, which contained 
about aoo^oo inhabitants, was bravely defended by 
its citizens, who would probably have rendered all 
die efforts of die Englifh ineffeftual, if they had 
not beon aflaulted by an enemy whole attacks jare 
irrefiftiblc. Sufficient ftores of provifions had not 
been hid up for fo great a multitude ; and be^re 
the end of Odobo- 141 8, their magazines were 
nearly exhaufted. They fuMftcd for fome time on 
a fcanty allowance of horfe-flelh, till all their horfcs 
were confumed. They then fed on dogs, cats, 
rats, and mi(^ which fold at ib high a price, that 
they could only be procured by the rich. Ai>ou£ 
50,000 perfohs died of hunger, or of difeafes con^ 
trafted by the ufe of unwhokibme food. During 
all that time they were crueliy tantalized by the 
duke of burgundy, with promifes of relief, which 
he never intraded, or at leaft never attempted to 
perform. At lengdi, unable to fubfift, and de- 
fpairing of relief, diey propofed to c^itulatc. 
Henry, irritated ac their obftinate refiftancc^ in« 
Cfted on their furrendering at difcretion; which 

9*Kym. FgkI. torn. 9* p. 6$s— C^^", 
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thef refufed. Informed by BoutcuUur tbe gover- ^i>*<4i9» 
nor, with whom he held a private correipoodeooe^ ^ ^ 
that they had refolved to iet their city on fire in aU 
qiiarters, and dien to rufh out> and either to cut 
their way, or perilh widi dieir arms in their hands^ 
he granted them more nKxierate terms. The ca- 
pitulation was concluded January 13, A* D. 1419, 
by which the town and caftle, with all ammunition 
and implements of war> were to be furrendered to 
the king of England on the 19th of that months 
the ganifon to take an oath not to lerve againft him 
for one year; tbe citizens to pay a raofom of 
joo,ooo crowns> and, upon taking an oath of 
fealty, to enjoy all their property and privileges. 
The furrcnder of Rouen was followed by that of 
aU the other places of ftrength in Normandy^'. 

The lols of Normandy greatly alarmed both the interview 
parties of the French j and fiich of them as were ®^?**{7 
not blinded by party-rage, earnefUy laboured to Fmch 
bring about a reconciliation between the dauphin ~ 
and the duke of Burgundy, as the only oceans of 
laving their country. The duke fecrctly . wiflied 
for thbs but his advances not meeting with fuitable 
returns, he renewed his negotiations with the king 
of England. To render thefe negotiations more 
folemn and effe&ual, and probably with a view on 
the part of .the duke to give the greater glarip to 
the dauphiiv and to make him more tra£table, it 
was ag^eedt April 7^ that the king of EngUnd 

71 Kjm. Foed. ton, 9, p. 664* ^T^* ^77»^7?4^;9* 6t9)'693, &c« 
T« gimlwiin, cap. 70$ 71. . . 
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A.D.J4I9- fhould have a pcrfona! . interview with the kiiig 
and queen of France, the princefs' Katharine, and 
the duke of Burgundy, on May 15, between 
Mante and Pontoyes^^ This interview did not 
happen till May 30, when all thefe illuftrious pcr- 
fonagcs( (except the king of France, who was in- 
difpofed) met for the firft: tin^e, in a magnificent 
tent, at a place called La Chat''^. The queen of 
France did not negle6l: to conduft h^r beautiful 
daughter, the princefs -Katharine, to this interview, 
and carefully watching the eyes of theking of Eng- 
land, obferved with joy, that he was captivated by 
her charms. An adept in all the arts of amorous- 
intrigue, fhe fecreted the princefs from his fight 
for feveral days, in order to inflamif his paflion. 
But Henry courted as a conqueror, and defpifecf 
thefe little arts. ** I will have your princefs (faid 
*' he to* the duke of Burgundy) 6n my own terms, 
^* or I will drive both your king and you out of 
^' the kingdom/* "' Sir (replied the' duke), it 
*^ will fatigue you wtty much to drive' .us both' 
" out^^" The duke; difguftc4 at ;thfe .haughti- 
nefs of Henry, and the exorbitapcybf his demands, 
protrafted the negotiation, in hopes that the dau- 
phin would make advances to. him for an accdmr 
modation. Thefe hopes were , aC'feng;ch gratified. 
The dauphin, dreading the confequences ■'of thi^ 
interview between his two moftpowerftilbnemies, 
fe'nt a trufty agent 16 Pontoyis to pfopofc a- recon- 



-r* RImhaw, p. 717— /x^ • 7* Iff, p '75a. 

76 Villar, torn. 14. p. 33. ' . ' • 
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cUiation to the duke ; which, being equally dc- ^'^' h»9- 
iired by both partJes, was foon concluded, Tljc ^^^^~^ 
duke then broke off the conferences with the king 
of England^ June 30, and had an interview with 
the dauphin at PoiUy-le-Fort, in which theie 
princes gave each Qther every poiTible mark of the 
mpft perfect aoiicy^ and ratified their reconciliation 
by the rocrft facrcd rites of religion". The recon- 
ciliation of thde two princes was celebrated by il- 
iuminations, and other demonilrations of joy^ in 
all the towns of France. 

Henry, thus deluded by the duke of Burgundy, ^^^5^^^. 
found himfelf in avery difagreeablefituation. His Henry. 
hopes of fuccefs were chiefly founded on the ani- 
moficy of the French parties, which he^believed to 
be implacable ; and he now faw them united when 
, he leaft expefted it. He had only aboyt 25,000 
men to prcfervc his conqueft of Normandy, and 
. make head againft all the fofpes of a mighty king- 
dom. The kings of Caffile and Arragpn were 
arming in fayour of the dauphilj^ and the Scots had 
embraced the fame party'-. His treafury, and 
even his credit, was exhaufted ; his own fubjefts 
diicontented at the expeuce of thq war, and begin- 
ning t6 apprehend that tlie conqueft of ^r^ce 
would be the ruin of E^nglan^, 

Undaunted by all thcfe difficulties, He;iry re- Aflaflina* 
folved to profecutc the war with vigour^ probably ^'uJ[e°of ^* 
I imagining diat fo fudden a. coalition between fuch Burgundy, 
inveterate enemies could not be of long duration. 

77 Villary t. 14. p. 35. Elmbaniy cap. 78. 
7« Ryin. Feed. torn. 9. p. 794.« 
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A>p. i4i9' However this may be, an event Icon happened, 
\nrhich relieved him from all his difEculties, and 
gave him a fairer profpe^t than ever of obtaining 
the crown of France. That was the affaffination of 
the duke of Burgundy, September lo, on the 
bridge of Montereaux, by the attendants of the 
dauphin, as he was engaged in a conference wth 
that prince'*. What prompted the dauphin, or 
rather his counfellors, to this rafti and criminal ac- 
tion, is not certainly known ; but it involved his 
country in many and great calamities. 
, Coofc As foon as the news of this aflaflination reached 

qucocet of p^jg ^herc the late duke had always been excced- 

ttiit attal- ^ I 1 • 

iiaau^n. ingly popular, the whole city was in a tumult; and 
the citizens of all ranks expreffed the moft violent 
refentment againft the dauphin and his adherents ; 
and the other cities of France, of the Burgundito 
party, imitated the example of the capital. The 
court of France, which then refided at Troyes, was 
afFefted in die fame manner, and a declaraticm of 
war was denounced againft the dauphin, at the in- 
rtigadon of the queen, the implacable enemy of 
her (on. Nothing could equal the fury of Philip 
duke of Charolois, now duke of Burgundy, when 
he heard of his father's murder. The dcfire of 
. revenge took poffeflion of his whole foul, and 
rendered him blind to every other confideration. 
All thefe enemies of the dauphin turned their eyes 
to the king of Englitnd, determined to deny him 
nothing to engage him to aifift them in gratifying 
their revenge •*". 

79 Villar, t. f 4.. p. 44^ T. Elmhami c. Sj. *»VilUr,t. x^p. 55—61. 
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in coniequence of thcfe dilpofitions, conferences A.p.Hig- 
were held at Arras by the minifters of the kings of Treaty of 
France and England, and the duke of Burgundy ; -^'^•' 
and the mofl important articles of a treaty of peace 
between thefc princes were fettled December 2, 
wz. That Henry fhould marry the princels Ka- 
tharine^ without any cxpence to her parents or the 
kingdom : that kirig Charles . fhould enjoy the 
crown of France, with all its powers and revenues, 
vlxirii^ li^ and his queen Ifabella all the privileges 
.of her rank : that Henry Ihould be regent of France 
during the incapacity. of Charles for govermpent, 
and Aicceed to the crown^tt his death •*. A general 
truce between the kings of France and England, 
with feparate treaties between each of thefe kings 
and the duke of Burgundy, for affifting him in 
avenging the murder of his father, were concluded 
at the fame time and place ^\ 

Though the mofl: important articles of this con- A.o.i4ao* 
federacy were fctdcd by the treaties of Arras> many ^I^m.^ 
particulars ftill remained to be .adjuftedi and on 
thefe the minifters of the contracting powers la- 
boured during the four firft months of the year 1 420. 
At length, when all things were ready, Henry 
marched at the head of an army of 16,000 men 
from Pontoyes to Troyes, where the court of France 
then refided. There, May'2i, the large and defini- 
tive treaty of peace, confifting of thirty-one articles, 
was figned, fcaled, and fworn to by the king of 
England, in his own name, and by the queen of 
France and duke of BurgufhJy, by commiflion from . 

«» JRyna. Feed. tom. 9. p. 8i6, ** Id. ibid. p. SiS— 829. 840 

F 2 and 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 



HIST01RY OP BRITAIN- 



Bd6kr. 



Hcnrjr't 
maniagc. 



Military* 
Optra tlons. 



A. D. 1420. and in nanie of Charles VI. king rf France ••. 
Copies of this famous treaty were fent into Eng- 
land, and publiftied in London, and all tiic other 
cities and towns of die kingdom, with ercry pof- 
fible demonftration of joy *♦. It was proclaimed 
in Paris, and all the other cities of Fnurce, of the 
Burgundian party, with equalfolemnity and joy**. 
In a word, no treaty ever occafioned greater joj 
when it was niade, or produced greater calamities 
in the end. So Ihort-fighted is human poUcy, and 
(b little do nations, as well as individuals, know of 
the dtftant confequcnces of erents I 

King Henry and the prindds Katharine were af- 
fianced on the feme day. May 21, and their nup- 
tials were folemnizcd on Trinity Sunday, May 30, 
' with great pomp •*. 

Henry, willing to pro(ecutc his good fortune, 
and reduce the dauphin and his party (commonly 
called the Armagnacs) while they were unpopular^ 
on the third day after his marriage invefted the city 
of Sens, which furrcndered in a few days*^. On 
the 13th July, he laidficge to Melun, where he 
met with a much more obftinatc refiftance. The 
kings of France and Scotland were prefent at this 
fiege, which was puflied with uncommon vigour. 
The place held out till November 18, and was 
compelled at laft to furrender by famine, rather 
than by the efforts of the Englifh, who loft 1700 
men before it? walls ". 



8? Ryin. Foe(J# t. 9. p. 895—905. ' M Id. ibid. p. 906. 

»5 Id. ibid. p. 910. *^ Id. ibid, J, dc Uriin$, p. 379. 

«7 T. Elmham, c. 92. ' 

IS X. Wainng. p. 403. 'Rym. Feed, torn* 10^ p. 30. 
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A$rf the furrenjder of M?lw# Hemy, accom^ ^^P^J;^' 
panied by the king and queen of France, the duke Hcni^y'* 
of Burgundy, and oiany other perfons of rank, p",^*"*® 
marciied his army to Paris^ whece bis authority as 
regent and heir of France had bqen chccrfoUy ac^. "\'.- , 
knowledged The two kings made their public 
entry into Paris on the.firft Sunday in Advent, 
and the two queens the day after, and were enter^ 
tained by the citizen^' with the repfcfentation of 
myf%ene$> and oth^r fafhipnable amufepients '^ 
On the loth of IJ[ef ember,, an aflfembly^ of th^ 
three eftates wa^ hei4> wkh great fol^rpnity, in the 
jp-oat hall of the. pa^q of St. Paul ; in which the 
treaty {>f Tr^^es, called the final and perpetual 
pp^ff^y9^Si <x)nfirn)edi a»d declared to be a public 
^fiA iierpetual law of the l(ai^;dom> and an a6t was 
made,: miW^^S ^ ^^ Ai^^s to take the oaths « 
required hy that treaty ^^ 

The duke ^f Burgundy having appeared in Dauphin 
mourning before the three e|lat£s^ Deceniber aj, ^»^*"»'*- 
and demanded juftice to be executed or\the mur- 
derers of his fa^er,.f (cntexux.^of conc^emnation 

was pr<MM>unced agamft Charles, the pr^ended. 

dauphin (as be was called), and his: aceompUces 
in that murder ^ and they were declared guUty of 
high treafon, and ii>capable * of . fupcecding to or 
poflelQng any place of power or dignitj^ ^\ 

Henry, having brought his affairs m France tp A.D.1411. 
this defirable pointy, .^nd conftituted his brother tHe Corona" 
duke of Clarence hfs ireuteiiant, he conduced his 
young qiiec A into Englaitd, whfere (he was crowned, 

*9 T. .Walfisg. p. 4^3* BbnKMdi c. 103. Villar* 1. 14, p. 105. 
M &y»»F<ed« torn. lo. .p« ?o. . 9i (d* ib^d. p. 33. 
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Fcbruarjr a2, Vfhtk extraordinary pomp and ^kn- 
dour'*. • — : 

After the coronation, the king, with his queen 
and court, made a progrefs into the north, and 
celebrated the feaft of Eafter at York'*. At 
Bev^dy he received the melancholy news of the 
defeat and death of his brother the duke of Cla- 
rence, who "had fallen, March 22, near the caftk 
of Bauge, in a battle ag^nft an ' army of 7006 
Scots, which had been fent to the afliftance of Ac 
dauphin, under the comrtnand of th6 earl of Buchan, 
fecond ion to Robert duke of Albany, regent of 
Scodand**. Many other noblemen were iain ia 
this adion, and a ftill greater number taken 
prifonersi Gready affeftcd by this intelligence, he 
haftened to Weftminfter, and applied witfi ardour 
to raifing mert and money for an expedition to the 
continent. From a parliament, which met May a^ 
he obtained a fifteenth from the laity, and a tenth 
irom the <9ergy, with a ratification of xhc treaty of 
Troyes**. • 

Henry confHtuted his brother John duke of 
Bedford regent of England; and, embarking at 
Dover J line 10, "roth a ^lant army, larided next 
day at Calais ^. Having marched this army inco 
Normandy, and made a Ihort vifit to the king and 
queen of France ^at Paris, he' haftened to the relief 
of Chartres, which was befieged by the dauphin i 
who raifed the fiege on the news of his approach ^. 

.9* Rym. Foed. torn. xof. p. n^ T« Elmham>- c. ji^.. 
9J Elmham, c. 113. 115^ ' 94 Id. c. 104. 

9J T.-WaJiiug. p. 4J04. Ryni. Fded.tom. 10. p, no.. 
9* Idi ibid. p. 119. Blmlum, c. ii^. -97 ld..Cfc ti7» 
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Henry, findixig it impoffible to overtake t;hc enemy, A;^- *4*'- 
and bring them to an aftion, employed his army ^^^^ ^ 
in reducing Dreux (which capitulated Auguft 20) 
and. feveral orfier towns and caftles '*• Receivingf^ ' 
intjelligence that the dauphin, with his army, lay 
encamped near Beaugency on the Loire, he marched 
^th great rapidity toward^ that place^ in hof)es of 
terminating the war by a battle. But on his ap- 
proach (;he enemy's army feparated. The Englifh 
army fuffered much in this march by ficknefs and 
fcarcity of provifions ; which obliged Henry, after 
taking Beaugency, and fome other towns, to return 
towards Paris, and put his troops into quarters of 
rcfrefhment^^ 

Impatient of long repofe, he foon called his siege of 
forces s^in into the field, and on Oftober 6, formed 
the Begs of Meaux. This was one of the ftrongeft 
towns in France ; and tjiat quarter of it called the 
Market-place was efteemed impregnable. The 
£arrilbn, commanded by the baflard of Vaurus, 
.almoft dcfolated the country around, and hanged, 
without m^cy, all the Englifh who fell into their 
handS) on a certain tree, called the Oak of Vaurus. 
At the ewneft requeft of the Parifians, and to re- 
venge thcfe cruelties, Henry engaged in this fiege, 
in whida no quarter was given on either fide. The 
town was taken by ftorm in winter, and the market- 
place forrendered May io,» A. D. 1422, The fe- , 
rociotis Vaurus was hanged on his own oak ; and 

9< Ehnham, c. ii8. 99 Id, c, 119^ t»o. 

....... .^ ... F 4 ' . . " a few. 
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a few of the moft criminal of tRe garrHbn were 

tried and executed at Paris '^. 

A. D. 1411. WHile the king lay with his army before Mcatnc, 

Birtii of j^g received the agreeable news, that the queen was 

Hcuiy. delivered of afon, at Wihdfor, December 6, A. D. 

1421. He was. foon after baptifed by the name 

of Hepry ; the duke of Bedford, {ht bifhop of 

Winqhefter, and Jaqueline countels of Hainaulr 

and Holland (who proved the caufe of many mif- 

fprtunes to the infant prince), being fponfors"*\ 

The queen, on her recovery, returned to I^rancc, 

and joined the king in his camp before Meaux. A 

few days after the iurrender of that place, they 

made their public entry into Paris, and celebrated 

the feftival of Whit(untide at the Louvre, with 

great 'migiiifice 

King*8 The- daupliiri,' witli^tKe auxiliaries ht had re- 

fickncff. ^^jy^j fj^^^ Scotland and Caftile, had collefted an 

arnfiy gf. about 20>oCo*rnen, comrriahded by the 

fearl of Bu'chan, conftable of France ; with whiiih^ 

alter taking La Charity, he beiieged Gofne^ a town 

on the Loire, iDclonging to the duke of Bui^ndy. 

The g-arrifon agreed to furrender, if they were lidt 

relieved Ibefore the i6di of Auguft; When ffie 

duke received intelligence of this, he coUefted all 

his troops, and requefted a reinforcement from die 

' king of England, to afllft^him in the rdief of Cofn^ 

.The' king" ahfWered, that he would mardi with 

him in perfon, at the head of his army, that iie 

might have, A iharc in the glory of cnding^ttie war^ 

100 Rym. Foed. t. lo. p. iii* Elmham, c. 21, %^, 15, »6* 
* lof T. Waliing« p. 406. *^^ld. ibid. Elmhaa, c. 126. 
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bjr defcatbig the daupHki; ^'H4^^ liiarchcd accord- 
k^^ ; but on his arrival at Senlis, he was fehjcd 
with a fcverifh cfiforder, attended with very threaten- 
ing lyniptoms. . He yn& carried in a horfe-Ktter 
CO Coibcyl€,i but being unable to proceed any 
ftrthcr, he gave the command of the army to his 
brother the duke of Bedford (who had accompanied 
flie queen from England), and returned by water 
to Bois de Vincennes ■**. 

At the approach of the Englilh and Burgundian Henry't 
Ernies, the dauphin raifed the fiege'of Colhe, not ^*^^^' 
during to rifk a 'buttle j'tHt Ibfe of which WuM 
nave been very^ fatal to his affairs, The duke of 
Bedford and the' earl of Warwick haftened badt 
to the king, and found Kirn almoft.at the point of 
death. At the . fight of his beloved brbther, and* 
moH faithful fr^en4/.he lummoned up all his rc- 
jiMUJung ftrength^ and aidrerfcd thciti to this* pur- 
pofe. He thanked them for their love and fer- 
vices, apd earneftly intreated tKem to love and 
icrve his fon with the fame fidelity and zeal. He 
defi{;ed them to cultivate the friendfhip of the duke 
of Burgundy with, 5he greateft care, and to. make 
him an ofifcr.of, thje regency of France ; but if he 
^4ec)incd it, he ;^pointed his brotlier, the duke of 
Be<UcN-d^ to that high of&ce, and his other bi-other, 
the'duke of Gbucefter, to the regency of Engr 
4and, which he ..3^ea» poflfeHed. . 'to the earl of 
Warwick he committed the care of the perfon and 
education of his fori. He conjured them to con- 

fble his difconfolate due^n^ and to maintain love and 
*•• -. — *••' * » 

*^S Eimham, c. 127. W«lfing. p. 406. 
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^P' ^^\ concord amoi^ hi$ friends. He gave diem ia; 
"^ ^ charge, not to, liberate the dukc,j?f Orleans, and 
the other noble prifooers, while. his. fon was under 
age s nor to make peace v^ih France, without ob^ 
taining Normandy at Icaft in full fovcreignty '^^ 
Exhaufted by this effort, he loon after expired^ 
Auguft 31, A. D. 1422, in the 34th year of his 
age, after a Ihort but glorious reign, of niije ycarsj^ 
five months, and fourteen days **". ]' ' 

Hi^cha. Thus died, in the prime of life, and in the foil 
'^^ • career of glory, Hemy V.- one of the beft, brayeft, 
and moil fortunate pringes that ever wore the 
diadem of England. Hi$'perfon Is thus defcribed 
by one who had often feen him: ^\ In ftature'he 
^^ WHS a litde above the middle- fize ; his counte- 
i** nance was beautiful, his neck* long, his body 
*' ilender, and his limbs moft elegantly formed. 
*J He was very ftrong, and fo fwift, diat, with 
*' two companions, without eitJ)e5r dogs or mifflve 
<< weapons, he catched a doe, one of the fleeteft 
" animals. He was a lover of mufic, and excelled 
" in all martial and manly exercifes ***." Some 
of our conteinporarf hiftorians have heaped upon 
this prince, with a liberal but injudicious hand, all 
the praifes they could collect, expreffed in the moft 
extravagant and bombaftrc language ^*". It may; 
however, be affirmed, without the leaft exaggera- 
tion, that he poffefled an excellent underfhmdrng, 
^v^hich enabled him to form his defigns with judg^ 

«o4 Elmham, c. 27. »^5 Walfiag. p. 407. 

«o« Tit. LIvii Vita Hen. V. p. 4. 

"^ .' . ipcnt. 
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men^ and to chufe the moft eflS^^feurf means, and ^-P-y*; 
^Tourabte (tzConSy for carrying them into execu- 
tknu His heart was as w^m as his head was cool, 
and Vis courage equal to his wifdom> which em- 
boldeoed him to encounter the greateft danger^ 
and iurmount the greateft difficalties* His virtues 
were not inferior to his abilities, being a dutiful 
fosk^ a fond hu(band> an affedionate brother, a 
fteady and generous friend, and ,an indulgent 
niailen His youthful excefTes proceeded rather 
fix>m reckindancy of fpirit than depravity of heart. 
His intolerance and feverity to thofe who difTented 
from the eftablilhed fyftem of religion, was the vice 
of.the age rather than of the man. The injuftice 
of his attempt to obtain the crown of France can- 
. not be denied; but the probability of its fuccefs, 
from the diftra£ted ftate of th^t kingdom, was too 
great a temptation to be refilled by a young, war- 
like, and ambiiidus prince. Iti a word, Henry V, 
though not Without his failings, merits the cha- 
raftcr of an ainiable and accomplifhed man, a 
great and good king. 



SECTION III. 

ftbe civil and military biftory of England^ from the 
acceffion of Henry VI. A. D. 1422, to the ac- 
cefficn of Edward IV. A. D. 1461. 

HENRY VI. the only child of Henry V. ^as a. p. 14**. 
not quite nine months old at the death of Acccffion 
his illufhrious father. That mdanchply event fccms vi. ^^^ 

to 
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to hsve been kept ftcret fov fome time;' ^ the 
infant prince was not proclaimed king in London 
tiil Oftober i *. Some comtnotiiMB wore radbd 
in the marches of Wales, and the neighbouring 
counties, on this occafion ; birt they ^verc (bon fiq>- 
prcffed *. 
Pariia- A parliament x^s fiimmoned to meet at Wcft- 

""*"^' minfter, November 9, in which the "duke of Gkm- 
cefter reprefcntedtheking'sperfon by commiffion*: 
Though the pepple of England lamented the deaths 
and revered the memory, of their late king, the 
parliament did not think proper to confirm all the 
verbal arrangements he had made in his lafl: mo- 
ments. Difliking the title of regent, as implying 
too much power, they appointed the duk,e of 
Bedford protedtor of the kingdprji and church of 
England, and chief counfellor oF the king, when 
he refided in the fingdom, with a- falary of 8000 
marks a-year ; and the duke of Gloucefter to cxer- 
.cife the iame office, with the feme powers and emo- 
luments, when his brother was abroad*. Still 
further to limit the power of the proteftor, a 
council was conftituted, with which he was to con- 
fult on all important affairs, and a certain iahuy 
granted to each member, according to his rank*. 
Several wife regulations were alfb made for defin- 
ing the powers and privileges of the members of 
this council, and for fecuring their attendance. 
State of The affairs of the dauphin were ahnoft deiperate 

jSi?c!" *^^^ ^ ^^** ^^ ^^^ ^- ^^^ a littk re- 

« Rym. Feed, torn. xo. p. 154. * Td. !bM. p. 154. 

I IcL ibid« p. 137. .4. Id. ibid* p. %6u a6S« : S Id* ikid. p« 34o. 
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yAwcA his hopesw He did not, however, reap any a%d. i4*»- 

immediate advantage from that event j nor did his "' '^"''' 

afitdrs put on a more fevburable a^ft for fomc 

dme. J<An duke of Bedford, regent of France, 

was hardly inferior to the late king in wifdom, 

valour, or any conimendable quality* ^ he even ex- 

Gdkd him in clemency and comrnandof temper. 

He was nobly fupported by th& duke of Somerfe^ 

die carls of Warwick, Salifbwy, and Arundel, 

the brave and generous Talbot, and other gentt-als, 

•at thehead of valiant and viAorious troops. About 

two diird parts of France, with the capital, were 

in the hands of the Eilglilh and Burgundians ; and 

tiiey^ received frequent fuf^lies, bodi of men and 

money, from -England and Flanders. The duke 

of Britanny, who had hitherto remained neuter, 

acceded to the treaty of Troyes imiTicdiately after 

the king's dtsi^y iind brought an accelTion of 

ftrcflgth ft) the Enghfli intcreft. The military 

operations proceeded without much interrupticm, 

or any remarkable ^change of fortune, .for a cbnfider- 

abte dtne. 

Charles Vl. of "France did not long furvive his Death of 
fon-in-law the king of England 5 but ended his ^^^^ 
unhappy life, and calamitous reign, in great ob- 
fcurity, at his palace of St. Paul in Paris, Octo- 
ber a i, A. D. 1422. This event, though af- 
fliftive to the dauphin as a fon, was of great ad- 
vantage to his affairs. Very many of the people 
of France, of all ranks, who, frofh a principle of 
Icryalty, had thought themfchres obliged to obey 
Charley as their king, though they difapprovcd of 

his 
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A. D. 1441.. his connexions with the EnglUh, and dreaded ;he 
fubjedion of their country tp^t foreign yoke, now 
turned their eyes towards the dauphin as their law- 
ful fovereign, and determined to fupport his title 
to the crown. A kind of interregnum fucoeeded 
the death of Charles VI. the parliament of Paris 
declining to ufc the name of Henry VI. of Eng- 
land in any of their aAs, till about three weeks 
after, when Henry was proclaixhed king of France, 
in Paris, by command of the duke of Bedford ^ 

Accefljon When the news of the death of Chaiics VI. 

cf Chtrlct reached the cattle of Efpally, where the dauphin 
then refided, he was immediately proclainaed king 
of France by his followers, and was crowned a few 
days after, at Poidtiers, with all die folenmity his 
circumftances would permit ^. 

State of The affairs of Charles VII. at his acceffian wrc 

Charles ' in a Very low ftate, and ieeminoiy almoft de- 
vil, at hit ^ '-« , , °^' - 

acceffion. fpcratc. He was only about twenty years of age, 
and of a charafter very unfit for furmounting 
great difficulties, being indoknt rather than a&ive, 
and more addifted to pleafure than to war or bufi- 
nefs : his queen, Mary of Anjou, was a princefs 
of great beauty and virtue; but fhe did not pofiefs 
the heart of her voluptuous huiband, which was 
devoted to his miftrefs, Agnes Sorrel : his favour- 
ites and minifters were neither men of great virtues 
nor great abilities : his finances were fo low, that 
he could hardly fupport his little court in decent 
plenty: the duke of Britanny, one of the greatcft 
vaiTals of his crown, had declared againft him: 

♦ y'AlT, torn. 14. p* 174. T Id. ibid. p. 164. 
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the duke of Burgundy, die moft powerful prince A.D.i4ai- 
of his fiuxiiiy, was his niortal enemy: fcveral of "^ 
die odier princes. of his blood, as the dukes of 
Orleans and Bourbon, die earls of Eu, Angoulefmej 
and Vendonie, were priibners in England : the 
Engiiih were in pofieffion of his capital, and two 
thirds of his kingdom: no foreign nation had 
dpooied his cauie, except the Scots. But in die 
midft of all thefe diiad^rantages, he pofiefTed one ad- 
vantage, the fiiU extent and vidue of which he did 
not kDOWi<-^he had die hearts of all the people of 
France, who hated the Englifh and loved dieir 
eountry. 

Whik die adherents of Charles were crowning French 
him at Poiftiers, the duke of Bedford held a great f^ to 
aifonUy at Paris, confifting of the parliament, the Henry, 
imiyerfity, the archbifhc^ and his clergy, the ma« 
gjftrales and chief burgeiOes of that city, who all 
iwore fealty to Henry VI. king of England, as 
king of France* .The fame ceremony was per- 
formed in all the other cides, towns, and plrovinces 
of France, in fubjeftion to the Englifh and Bur- 
gundians *. Thus there were two kings of France ; 
and whi(4i of them Ihould poiTefs the kingdom, 
^^^as to be decided by the fword, the laft argument 
of kings. 

The duke of Bedford fpent.the firft months of a. d. 1413. 
, this year in fixing the duke of Britanny in the ^^^^^ ®^ 
Engliih^ interefl. With this view, he had a meet- 
ing at Amiens with that duke, his brother Arthur 
ead of Richmond, and the duke of Burgundy. At 

* VHiar, torn. 14.* {>» ft(^« 
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dizt ineedng, thefe. princes entered in6> a ftriA id- 
liance^ and folemnly fwore toiave.pne a«other.^ 
brothers as long as they lived. To ceoieot this 
union) one marri^e was contrafted between .the 
dokeof Bedford and the princefs Anne, yotiagiA 
M^ of the diskeof Burgundy^ add another. be- 
tween the earl of Richmond and.dieprinoeis Mar- 
.gicet) ^aa elder fifter of that duke ; and thefe mar- 
riages were foop after ibknuiiaed ^ We,flialliee, 
in the fequel> what regard thefe gneat princes and 
iworn brothers psdd to their oaths and engageoieais. 

As foon as the feafon for taking the field arrived, 
France became a theatre of war almoft from oAc 
end to the other. A minute detail of (kirmiflies, 
the taking and retaking of trifling towns and ca^es, 
couH afford no entertainment to any reader. *I 
fhall therefore only mention fuch events as wer«^ 
feme importance towards the^decilion of this fetal 
conteft, 

James Stewart, lord Darnley, at the head of the 
Scotch auxiliaries, and the marftial Severac, with' 
a body of French troops, in July befieged Crevant 
in Burgundy; and the earl of Salifbur)^, marching 
an army of Englifli and Burgundians to its relief^ 
a bloody battle" was fought, in which the French 
bafely deferred their allies, and the Englifh and 
Burgundians obtained a ^complete vlftory. The 
lofs fell chiefly on the Scots, of whom, it is faid, 
3000 were killed, and 2000, with their^ genera], 
taken '^ * ' ' ' 



9 'Rym. Feed. torn. to. p. t?0| 
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Charles, foon after this great lofs, which had al- a. d. 1413. 
mod: ruined his affairs, received a body of auxili- suc^^fes^ 
arics from the duke of Milan ; who, with fome ^ ^^^ 
French troops, furprifed the Burgundian marlhal, *^ ' 
Xoulongion, and took him prifoner^ with 60a 
men. Toulon^n was exchanged fot the Scotch 
generali James lord Darnley; The French royalifts, 
towards the end of this campaign, defeated, at 
Giavtlle;in Maine, a body of Englifh, commanded 
by fir John de la Pole^ who, with feveral other 
gentlemen^ was taken prifoner "• 

The eafl of Buchan, conftable of France, had Reinforce- 
vifited his nadve country; and, by his intereft with Scotland!"* 
his brother, Murdoch duke of Albany, the regent, 
bbtained a reinforcemeiit df 5000 men, with which ; , 
hcj and Archibald earl of Doii^as, landed at Ro- 
chdle. This was a moft leaibnable aid to Charles 
in his diftreis ; for which he escpreiled his grad<- 
tude, by granting the dukedom of Touraine to 
the earl of Douglas, and the lordfhip of Aubigne 
to James lord Darnley. He further exprefled his 
confidence in the Scots, by committing the guard 
of his perfon to a feleft body of that nation '*. 

The fpring of this year, like that of the laft, was a. d. i4a4- 
fpent in befieging and furprifing places of litde ?^^^[ 
ojnfequence. In fummer, • an Englifli army, com- 
manded by the earl of Salifbury, bcficged Ivry, a 
place of fome importance, on account of its 
ftrength and fituation. The governor, after a 
brayc defence, agreed to furrender, if he was not 

«" fiall. Hen. VL f. 5- 

>> BucbaMti, h 10; Vxllar» tons. 14* P* »9<* 
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^^ ^' relieved before the i $th of Auguft. King Charies, 
by collcding his troops, nwde up an army coq- 
filling of 7000 Scots, 1500 Italians, and 10,000 
French, commanded by the earl of Douglas, lately 
created iieutenantr-gencral of the kingdom, who 
marched to the relief of Ivry, and came wiuAin 
fight of it, Auguft 13. On taking a view of the 
Englifh camp (into which the di^e of BedfiMd, 
with all the troops hd could coiled, had entered a 
few dap before), he found it fo ftrong, that it 
could not be forced. He checefone refiusd, and 
invefted Verneuil in Perche. As focm as Ivry (far- 
rendered, the duke of Bedford marched towaids 
Verneuil, to rufe this &^y or give the tocs^j 
battle. At his arrival, the town being taken, he 
choie convenient ground,^ and prepaiied for a general 
a£tion, which he earneftty defired. The earl of 
Douglas call^ a council to determine whether it 
would be mod prudent to fight, or to avoid n> 
battle. The wifer members of the council declaicd 
for retiring, and gave the moft cogent reaibns fof 
their opinion. But a great /lumber of young 
French noblemen loudly infifted upon fighting j 
and diat ralh counfel was adopted, and as rafhiy 
executed : for, inftead of chufing proper grouod 
for themfelves, they advanced, in a diforderly 
manner, to attack die Englifh in their advantage- 
ous ftation. This was owing to the vifcount dc 
Narbonne, who led on his troops without orders, 
and was followed by many others, in ipite of all 
the general could do to reftrain them ; for, being 
a foreigner, and an objed of envy, he had not 
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fofikient audiority. The duke df Bedford had a.d.hh- 

drawo up his archers, on whom he diiefly rdied, ^ "^ ""^ 

» one line^ with dieir ftarp-p(Mnted Hakes before 

them. The Italians fled at the firft dKcharge of 

the Englifii archers. The French and Scots 

^Hight with great bravery, and held the victory in 

fii^nfe almoft diree hours; but at length were 

endrely defeated, and purfued with great (laughter. 

The earl of Buchan, conftable of Prance, the e^l 

of Douglas, and his ion lord James, fir Alexaidler 

Mddrum) and many other Scotchmen of rank and 

merk, ^ in this fiital adion. Of the French, 

Iburcails, mo vifcounts, eight barons, and joo 

Ipttg}^, were ^in. The young duke of Alen^on 

was dangeroufly wounded, and t^en prifoner, with 

ihe ma^hal Fayette, and many other lords and 

geAtlemeR. The EngliA left above 200a of dieir 

meA 4c0d on this field of blood, and their enemies 

above doiiMe that number ". 

The affairs of Charjes VII. feeilled rlc$w quite Bad ftatc 
defperate. He had loft his only army, and had no ^^ ^"»<^^* 
means of raifing another : his moft powerful friends 
were dthcr killed or taken prifoners s the king of 
Scotland was fet at liberty, and had made a {even 
years truce widi En^and j whidi deprived him of 
aU hopes of any fiirthcr aid from rfiat quarter : he 
was himfelf devoted to pleafure, and governed by 
worchlefs favourites. 

But notwithftanding all thefe unpromifing ap- Difcord 
pearances, the fituation of this prince was not fo JJ^^^'Tua^ 
hopefeis as cither he or the world imagined. The and their 

*S HaJI, Hco. VI. f. S. Villar» torn. 14. p. ft9<»— 499. 
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^^^^ feeds of difcord between the Englifh and their alUes 
were already fown, and foon came to maturity. 
Jaqueline, heirefs of Hainault> Holland^ Zea- 
land, andFriezknd^ who was married to her coufin 
John duke of Brabant, by the influence of the duke 
of Burgimdy, coufin-german to them both, dif- 
liked her hufband, and made her efcape into £ng* « 
land a litde before the death of Henry V. by whom 
fhe was hofpitably entertained. The duke of Glou- 
ccfter caft his eyes on this great heirefs, and married 
her, though her former niarriage was not diflblvcd. 
The duke of Burgundy was greatly irritated at this 
ftep; but the duke of Bedford found means to 
cabn his anger, and keep it within bounds, as long 
as the duke of Brabant was not diihirbed in the 
pofieffion of his wife's dominions. This, however, 
was not very long : for as the duke of Gloucefter 
had been prompted to this fatal marriage by ambi- 
tion more than love, he became impatient to feize 
the fplendid inheritance of his wife. With diis 
view he raifed an army in England this fummer, 
with which he landed at Calais in Oftober, a few 
weeks after the battle of Verneuil. The duke of 
Burgundy was much pleafed with the landing of 
this army, being perfuaded that it was defigned to 
aflilt in completing the conqueft of France. But 
how great was his furprife and indignation, when 
he received intelligence, that the duke of Glou- 
cefter had marched into Hainault, to take poflef- 
fion of that country in virtue of his marriage ? 
Being then engaged in celebrating his own nuptials 
with the duchcfs-dowager of Ncvers, he recalled 

his 
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his troops from the combined army in France, a.d.i42*. 
and fent diem, with his other forces, to the aflift- ^ ^ ^ 
ance of the duke of Brabant, which' (bon put a 
ftop to the progrefs of the diike of Gloucefter. 
Arthur earl of Richmond, difcontented becaufe he 
had been refufed the command of the Englifh 
army, made his peace with Charles, and accepted 
of the high office of conftable of France, vacant 
by the death of the earl of Buchan. He alfo pre- 
vailed upon his brother the duke of Britanny to 
violate sJl his oaths, and enter into an alliance with 
the French monarch. Thefe untoward events pre- 
vented the duke of Bedford from purfuing his vic- 
tory at Verncuil, and loft him an opportunity of 
fubduing France, which could never be recover- 
ed ^. Let no nation exult in its fuccefs undl it is 
complete, or defpair of its fafety until it is fub- 
ducd. 

The En^iih miniftry were at variance amongft a. 0.1415. 
diemlelves, as well as with their allies. A quarrel i>ifco«i 
very early commenced between the duke of Glou- EnguSi 
ccfter, proteftor, and his uncle Henry Beaufort, the »^ft«"^ 
rich and haughty biffaop of Winchefter, which was 
now on the point of producing a civil war. To 
prevent this, the duke of Bedford came over to 
England in the beginning of diis year; and after 
many efforts, a kind of reconciliaticm was patched 
up between the proteftor and the prelate, by a par- 
liament held at Leicefter in March '^ But this re- 
conciliation was neither fincere nor lafting. 



■4 Villar, lom. 14. p. 303—319. Hall, Hen, VI. f. 
ts HaU, Hen. VI. f. ia-.iS. 
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A.D-^i4a6, The duke of Bedford, aftef fpending i^bout t 
A. D. 1417. year in England, returned tx> France; and being 

lii^Mof i^^^y i^"^^^ ^t ^^ d^^ ^f Britanny for his viola- 
Britanny. don of his niolt ioiemn engagements at Anniens, in* 
vaded his country, and compelled him to reUnquiih 
his late alliance with France, to fwear once more to 
the treaty of Troyes, and to do homage to the 
king of England, as king of France, for his domi- 
nions '^ But as both that duke and his fubjefb 
hated the Engliih, and favoured the French, this 
change was the mere efied of force, and continue4 
no longer than that force continued. 
Diflen. S^i^ Charles did not make all the advantage he 

fionsin might have made of the difcord which reigned 
•f France, aaioog the Englifb minifters, and between them 
^nd dieir allies. His own litde court was a feene 
of difcord and intrigue. Fond of the pleafurcs of 
love and friendfliip, he could not live without a 
miftrelk and a- fcvourite. The martin nobfcs in ge- 
ner^ h^Ced the favoiiride^ by whom they were 
treated with very little ceremony ^ and the earl of 
RichciFiondA the conftable, declared open war againft 
thenpu He conapeHed Charles to baniJSi Tamia- 
gfy dn Chftte),.and Iicruvel, bis two ^reat favour- 
ices^^and he put their fu^cefibr Gi:^ to death, aMl 
c^ed ^es^utieu to be afiaffinated; which ren- 
^ ^e^ hjm ^xxittd^B^ odious to hia new maf^ 

ler, «&d: preyented his doing ib m^ucb iervice as 
he e^ijd and wouW have done*^. The miliary 
operatiqnsi therefore^ in France^ during the aU- 
fence of the duke of Bedford, were of little confe- 

■• Monftrclct, vol. 1. p. 35, 36. t vniar,t. J4. p. '31 5 — 327. 
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quence; and the difgraces, rather than advantages, ^*^\l^^* 
on both fides nearly equal. |f the conftsible Rich- ^i.-v-«w 
mcMld was c^ged to raife the fiege of St. James 
de BetivTon, the earl of Warwick, Iteutenant for 
the duke of Bedford, was defeated before Mont* 
aigfe**. 

. Ever fince the invaflon of Hainauk by the cftike ^ar in 
of Gloucefter and his duchefs Jaqueline, the duke ^ *° ' 
of Bui^ndy had employed the greateft part of his 
forces in fupporting Ws coufin the dtike of Brabant 
in his poflfefBon of the doniinions of his unfaithful 
conform When Gloucefter returned to England, he 
left his ducheis in Mons; and (he was foon after 
given up by the citizens of that place to die duke 
of Burgundy, who conducted her to Gantv June 13, 
A. D. 1426. In September ihe made her efoape 
fitrni thence, and fled into HoUand; which for two 
years 'became the feat of war between her and her 
fobjeds, fupported by m^n and money from Eng- 
land on the one fide, and the dukes of Burgundy 
and Brabant on the othen In the mean time a 
proccfe was carried on in the court of Rome con- 
cerning her two marriages; and at length the pop^ 
Martin V. pronounced a decree annulling her mar- 
riage with the duke of Gloucefter, and confirming 
that with the duke of Brabant, and declaring that 
ihe could not be united to the former even after die 
death of the latter. The duke of Glouccicci, nQ^;; 
at laft convinced of his folly, when it v^^ t66 late 
to prevent the many mifchiefs it had produced, re- 
Moquiflied his pretenfions to Jaqueline and her ter- 

^* P. Dancely torn. 6..35. , 
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^* &*J^^' ritorics, and married his former miftrcfs £]eonora 

I ';-,! Cobham•^ 

A. D* 1418. The war in France, which had languiflicd cvcf 
Siege of fince thc battle of Verncuil, was now revived and 
formed! profecuted with vigour; the parliament of England 
having granted a liberal fupply for that piirpoie> and 
the fatal dilpute about thc territ;ories of the coun- 
tefs Jaqueline being ended. Thoms^s Montagu, 
earl of Salifbury, the moA renowned warrior of 
that age^ was appointed^ by. the duke of Bedford^ 
commander of the Englilh arnniy, to which he 
brought a reinforcement of fix knight-bannerets, 
thirty-four knight bachelors, 600 men at arms, and 
1700 archers *®. The earl, determined to carry thc 
war into thc provinces beyond the Loire, refolved 
(without coniulting the regent, who remained at 
Paris) to make himfelf mafter of the city jo{ Or- 
leans, which would open him a paflage into thoie 
provinces". With this view he befieged and took 
Meun, Jenville, and fcveral other places in the 
neighbourhood, and fat down before Orleans, Oc- 
. tober 12**. His previous operations had given thc 
French fufficient intimation of his defign^ and 
they had deftroyed the fuburbs, repaired the forti- 
fications, furniflied the place with a numerous gar- 
rifon, and ample ftore^ of ammunition and provi- 
fion. The baftards of Orleans, Xaintrayls, La 
Hire, Fayette, and many of the braveft captains 

■9 Rym. Foed. tonT. io,*p, 374^ Stow, p. 366, 367. 

*o Rjrm. Foed. torn. to. p. 392. - 4i Id* ibid. p.4o8« 

>^ Monfb'elet, torn. 1. fol. 3S. 
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i^ France, threw, thcrafclves into it, determined to A.0.14A 
defend it to the laft extremity*'. Thefe circumftan- ' 
CCS rendered the fiege of Orleans an objc6t of anxi- 
oufr attention to both parties; and it was generally 
believed that the fiite of France would depend very 
mudion the iffiie of that fiege* 

The carl of Salilbury had not an army fufficient Death of 
to inveft fo great a city as Orleans on all fides; he ^^^^ ^^ 
thercfi>re made hk approaches from the fouth; and 
at the fecond aflault took the caftle called ToureJlesy^ 
which defended tte bridge over the Loh-e, Ofto- 
her 24. But this important acquifition proved &- 
tal to the Englifli general, who was mortally 
wounded by a cannon baU, Oftober 27, as he w^ 
taking a view of the city from the window of a high 
towpr ip the caftle; and being caiYied to Meun, 
he died there November 3**. ^ 

By the death of the earl of Salifbury (faith an stege of 
ancient hiftoriari), the duke of Bedford loft his 2idll*ucd. 
right hand, and the fortune of the war was 
changed**. He was fucceeded in the command of 
die army, and conduft of the fiege, by the earl of 
Sufiblk, aflifted by lord Talbot, lord Scales, fu- 
John Faftolf, and others. Thefe captains, being 
convinced that it would be impoflible to take the 
city while the garrifon had a free communication 
with the country on one fide, built a line of re- 
doubts, then called baftiles, at certain diftances 
from each other, quite around it. In thefe baftiles 

»l Monftrelet, t. «. fol. 39. * *♦ Id. ibid. Hal!, Hen. VI. f. 13. 
<S Id. ibid. Monftrelety f. 39. 
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iui^i4§». t^ tedgcd ihSr troops; ^nd on fomc of the 

largeft of them they plamtd cannon**. 
A.D. 1429, After thefe forts vftrt bulk, At commiM«c^on 
Battieof betireen the city mi the cwMry V9U fo rtiudi m- 
^"^^' terrapccd^ that the be(ieged began to drrtd a 
fcarcity of provifions ; andtheit attcoQpts xa iskra- 
diice them oecafionftd.ntenf fldrmi&es. Nor did 
the befic^ers eiyay wnioh greafer: pknty ia u cx- 
" I}wfted couAtiy, Tbe regent coileded a great 
convoy ,al :Pari«, coafifting of between 400 and 
^oa earriagfiSi loaded with arnps, artillery^ 8^13Hnl- 
xiitioo, and provifions, for the army before Orleans, 
gnd comniitted the condudlijig cf it to fir John 
Faftolfi with J 600 men* They proceeded with- 
out interrupttQr^^till tUcy arrived at the village of 
Roveroy, bct;ween^envilleai)d Orleans; wher?, oa 
February 12/ they were met by the earl of Cler- 
mont, the baftard of Orleans^ the conftable of 
Scodandi ind othi^r great captains, at the head of 
rtear 4000 "French and ScOtth troops. As fir 
John Faftolfhad timefy n6ti.ce of their approach, 
Jie furroundfed his fittle army with his carriages, 
feaving only two paflages, which he guarded by 
his beft archers; and in that pofture calmly waited 
for the enemy. The Scotch and French com- 
manders differed about the'manner of the .attack; 
flie former infifting that it fliouM be made on foo^ 
and the other that it fhouldbe it^ade on horfeback: 
dnd each nation foUo%ved lU own opinion. The 
Scots, difmounting, made a furious attack upon 
the two paflages; but were repulfed with gre« 



»* Monifarelet, f. J9. 
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flaughter by the EngHfli archers. The conftabk ^'^'j^ 
and his fon being both flaia^ their troc^ fcU into ^ 
diforderi and the Engliih, rulhing out upon themj 
obtmned a complete vi&ory. The lofi fell chiefly 
upon the ScQ^iy as the French, being generally 
mounted, made their efcape. One hundred and 
tipeiity gentkfficn, and about 600 common foldieri 
cf die Scotch and French, fell in this aflion^ 
whidi V99B called tbs battle of herrings, becaufb 
the cmnroy, brought great quanddes of diat fiih 
im the u& of the army in Lent*\ 

The French were as much dcjefted as the Eng- Propofai 
lifh were elated by the event* of this aftion. King fj^^^lS^ 
Charles, now beginning to defpair of being able jeaed. 
to preferve Orleans, fent ambafladors to the dukes 
of Bedford and Burgundy, at Paris, with a propo- 
fai to furrcnder Orleans to the duke of Burgundy, 
to be kept by him to die end of the wan After 
jereral councils were held on diis propoial, it was 
Tqcfted; which kcreafcd the fccret difguft of the 
duke of Burgundy with his Englilh allies*'* 

The exultation of the EngUfh, and dejetSHon of Maid of 
the French, on this occaQon, were both d[ fliort ^ *^*' 
duration; and a rhoft furprifing change of fortune, 
brought about by the moft improbable means, now 
took place between thefe two nations. This great 
change was not produced by the interpofition of a 
mighty monarch, but of a poor, obfcure country 
girl. The real name of this extraordinary perfon 
(to whom the French monarchy owes its prefetva- 

»7 Monfirelet, f. 4.*. »» Ibid. f. +5. 
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ArD> 1419. rion) was Joan of Arc, better known in hiftory 
by her acquired name of—^Tbe Maid 0/ Orleans. 
She was born, A. D. 1407, in thepariih of Grcux, 
tipon the Meufe, in the village of Dompre. Her 
parents, being poor, could give her no fortune, 
and little education ; and fhe i^>enc her youth in 
the fcrvice of feveral femiUes, particularly of a wi- 
dow who kept an inn at Neufchatcl in Lorrain. In 
this fervice (he often aded as hofiJer,. and rode the 
horfcs to water; by i«rfiich Ihe learnt to ride. She 
wasrobuft, aftive, and intrepid; but nothing very 
uncommon appeared in her charafiter while fhe was 
a fervant. The fiege of Orleans, the diftre&s of 
the French, and the danger that king Charles was 
in of lofing his kingdom, were the fubjefts of every 
converlktion. Thefe converfations made a deep 
impreflion on the mind of this young woman; 
and her hatred of the Englifli, and compaflion for 
the French, were wrought up to the higheft pitch. 
At length, her imagination was £> heated, that Ihe 
fencicd Ihe converfed with St. Margaret and St. 
Catharine, who commanded her, in die name of 
God, to go and raife the (lege of Orleans, and con^ 
duft king Charles to be crowned at Rheims. Fully 
convinced that fhe was called by Heaven to per- 
fohn thefe exploits, fhe applied to Baudrecourt, . 
governor of the neighbouring town of Vaucouleur, 
carneftly requefting him to fend her to the king at 
Chinon. Baudrecourt believed her to be frantic, 
and treated her with contempt ; but her importu- 
nity, the ardour of her looks and language, at 
laft prevailed upon him to put her into a man's 

drefs. 
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dre&, to give her arms, and fend her with a letter ^•^- ^^^^\ 
to the king, under the condudl of two gentlemen 
and their lervants**. 

When Joan arrived at court, in the end of Fe- At court. 
bniary, fhe excited much curiofity, but gained 
litdc credit to her wondrous tale. It was delibe- 
rated two days whether fhe fbould be admitted into 
the ro)ral prefence. Curiolity prevailed : Ihe was 
admitted ; and, with an air of refpedfiil freedom, 
addrefied the king in thefe words : " Gentle dau- 
*« phin, my name is Joan the Maid ; the King of 
*^ heaven hath fent me to your afliftance : if you 
'* pleafe to grant me troops, by the grace of God, 
" and the force of arms, I will raife the fiege of 
*^ Orleans, and condudt you to be crowned at 
** Rheims, in Jpite of all your enemies. This is 
«* what the King of heaven hath commanded me 
^« to tell you ^." Enthufiafm, as well as terror, 
is infe(5lious. Her meflage was agreeable, her 
manner afFefting; and Ihe made converts of all 
who heard her. The courtiers, the clergy, the 
parliament, declared they were convinced that 
Joan was commiffioned by Heaven to deliver 
France, and to expel the Englifh. This news, ac- 
companied by many additional and marvellous cir- 
cumftances, flew like lightning over all France, 
and revived the finking fpirit of the nation. This 
intelligence produced a very diflferent efFeft in the 
Englifh army before Orleans. The foldiers were 
fbiick with difinay and horror at die thoughts of 

*9 Monftrclct, f. 4.1. Villir, torn.^J4. p. 374-— 376. 
So Id. ibid. p. 377* 
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^^ 'j^', fighting againft Hearcn; and it gave them but 
little comfort, when tbnr leaders afiured them that 
Joan was only in compaft with the devil. 
Jcsn en- The fiare of Orleans had continued about fevcn 

ttn Or 

leans. " months; and the Englifli had conftmdled no fewer 
than lixty forts around that city, which could net 
poflibly have held out much longer $ when a great 
convoy of arms, ammunition, and provifions, which 
had been collcfted at Blois^ was difpatched, April 25, 
to its relief, efcorted by about 5000 men, com- 
manded by La Hire, the maiihal Bouifac, the ad- 
miral Culant, and other brave captains. The 
maid (as (He was called), at her own eameft re<- 
queft, accompanied this convoy, riding in the front 
of the army, nobly mounted, and completely armed, 
dilplaying her ftandard; which^ infpired die troops 
with an ardour for aftion, and a confidence of iuc- 
ccfs, to which they had long been ftrangers. The 
convoy approached Orleans April 29; and, after a 
very feeble and fpiritlefs refiftance by the Englifh, 
was conveyed into the txty without any lofe. The 
baftard of Orleans was fent out, at the head of a 
powerful party, to introduce their heaven-ddegsrted 
deliverer; and the maid entered in triumph, amidft 
the loud acclamations of the garrifon and citizens ". 
The fiege The French remained no longer on the defen- 
o^. Oi*i«»» five, but fallicd almoft every day, and took icveral 
of the ftrongeft forts of the Englifli, with great 
flaughter. Though thefe fallics were condu&ed 
by the braveft generals, they wifely gave all the 
honour of their fuccefs to the maid> who accom- 

s* Monftreiet, f. 44. printed, by miAake, 46, 
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pimicd them wirfi hfx fbmdard, in order to incr?afe f'^'j ^ 

the martial enthufiafm of xhck troops. The earl 

of Suffolk, after he had loft 6000 of his men« called 

a coumcil of war, in which it was refolved to raife 

the iiegc« This was accordingly done May ^^ 

and the Englifii army, greatly dilpirited, retire4 

1020 fuch i^rong pl^es in the neighbourhpod a« 

WCK in their poflfeflSon'*. 

By dide events, the character claimed by the Hiftoiyof 
M^ of Orleiuis was eftabliihcd, both among her eontinnid, 
frtends and enemies.- £vcn the duke of Bedford 
bdiered that ihe po^flbd fuperaatur^l pow^r^^^ 
lbou|^ he inclined tp think that theie po^^ers were 
derived fix^m hell rather than from heayen. This 
a^iears 6om the following letter of his to the ki^g 
IkBd couicil of England: <^ AUe tlpng the($ 
*^ prospered for you, til the tyme of ih^ |i^ of 
^' Orl^as^ taken in hand, God knoweth by what; 
<^ advi& At the whiche tyme, after the sdrei^fim 
** £men to the peribne of my coufin of Salyftniry, 
«« whom God affoille, there felle, by the hand of 
^^ God) as it fcemeth, a greet ftrook upon your 
'^ pcuple that was affembled there in grete non^re, 
f < cauied in grete partie^ as y trowe, of lakke of 
*' fadde belive, and of unlevefulle double that thei 
^^ badde of a difciple and lyme of the Fiende, 
*' called the PuccUe (Maid), that ufed fal$ en- 
*^ chauntmcnts and forcerie. The whiche ftropke 
*' and difcomfiturc nought oonly lefled in grete 
** partic the nombre of youre peuple there, but as 
<^ well withdrowc the courage of the remenant in 

I* MQttftfriett f. ♦«• ^ 
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A. 0.1429. <€ merveilous wyfe, and couraigcd yourc advcrfe 
^""^^^^ *^ partic and enemys •^." 

Succcflet The French generals, wifely refolving not to 
FiwiiJi. allow the ardour of their own troops to cool, nor 
to give the Englifti time to recover from their con- 
fternation, invefted Gergcaux, June 12, into 
which the earl of Suffolk had retired with about 
1200 men. The town was taken by fcalade : one 
half of the garrifon was killed, the other half, with 
the earl of Sufiblk and one of his brothers, were 
made prifoners**. Meun and Beaugency foon 
after Ihared the fame fate ". At all thefe fieges 
die Maid of Orleans aflifted, behaving with the 
greateft intrepidity, and encouraging the troops 
by her words and her example. At the fcalade of 
Gergeaux, fhe was wouaded on the head, and 
thrown from the top of her ladder into th6 
ditch; from whence flie cried, with a loud and 
animating voice, — *^ Advance, advance, my brave 
" countrymen; the Lord hath doomed the EnglUh 
«^ todeftruaion^*." 
The con- When the French were engaged in the fiegc of 
the wmy?* Beaugency, they received a confiderable reinforce- 
ment by the arrival of the conftable Arthur carl of 
Richmond, at the head of 1 200 men at arms, bc- 
fides other troops, which he had raifed in Britanny. 
The conftable had rendered himfelf fo odious to the 
king, and his prefent favourite TrimoiUe, by his 
perfecution of the former favourites, that it was 
with difficulty Charles could be prevailed upon to 

II Ryro. Feed. U 10. p. 4.0S. 34 MonftreIet> f. 4.5. Hall, f. ^. 

ts Id. ibid. 1^ VUlar, t, lo. p. ^97, 
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accept his feryicesj or permit his troops to join the a. D; 1429. 
army, which wis greatly ftrengthened by that '^^"^^ 
jun6tion "i 

The duke of Bedford, reddvered a little from Battle of 
the aftonifhment into whicli the late fingular events ^^^^^ ' 
had thrown him, colie6ted about 4000 men, and 
fent them to join the remains of the Englifli army, 
now commanded by the brave lord Talbot. Wlien 
this reinforcement, conducted by fir John Faftolf, 
joined lord Talbot, they formed an army, which 
the French a few months before vyould not have 
dared to approach. The French commanders held 
a council of war, in which they confulted their 
erack, the Maid of Orleans j who cried out, — ' 
** In die name of God, let us fight the Englifli^ 
«* though they were fufpended in the clouds ! 
" But where (faid they) Ihall we find them ? — - 
*^ March! march! (cried Ihe,) and God' will be 

'^ your guide." When thefe fayings wei*ei 

publiihed in thjC army, every foldjer became im- 
patient for aftion and confident of vidtory. The 
two armies met, June 18, at the village of Patay 
near Anvik. In the Englifli army all was difcord 
and confufion, fome infilling that they Ihould fight 
on footi and fome that they fliould fight on horf^- . 
back ; and before any order could be reftore'd, they 
were attacked with great fury* The brave lord Talbot 
fought with his udial firmnefs ; but a great part of 
the arniy fled without ftriking a fl:rokei and, amongft: 
others, the famous fir John Faftolf, who was there- 
fore deprived of the garter, with which he had been 

37 Villao torn. 10. p. 398. 
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A.D. 1429. honoured. The French obtained a complete vic« 
tory: 1800 of the Englilh were killed} the k>ids 
Talbot, Scales, Hungerford, and about loogende- 
men, were taken prifoners **. 
Charles Thcfc rapid fuccefles of the French arms greatly 

atRi)«ims. incrcafcd the fame and influence of the Maid of 
Orleans, to whom they were imputed; and the 
greateft generals thoxight it prudent to comply 'with 
her propofals, even when they did not approve 
them. Having performed her firft pit>miie> by 
raifing the liege of Orleans, flie now ftremioufly 
infifled on the immediate march of the army to 
Rhcims, in order to the performance of the fccond, 
by the coronation of the king in that city. It waaf 
evidently a dangerous operation, to march a imaff 
army of 10,000 men through a country foil of 
ftrong places in poffeflion of the enemy. But evfcry 
danger and difficulty vanifhed before die Maidi 
Charles met with litde or no oppofidon on his 
march, and entered Rheims in triumph, July 16, 
where, two days after, he was folemnly crowned 
and anointed, amidft the loudefl acclamations of 
the people •^ No objedt attrafted fo much notice 
on this occafion as the Maid of Orleans ; fhe flood 
by the king's fide, with her banner diffrfayed> dur- 
ing the whole ceremony; and as foon as it was 
ended, fhe fell proftrate at his feet, embraced his 
knees, and with a flood of tears entreated his pcr- 
miffion to return to her former ftation* But Charies 
had reaped fb many advantages from her prcfence, 
^d expected fb many more^ diat he could not be 

>« Moflftrekt, f. 45. n Id. f. 4t. 
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prevailed upon to grant her that permiflionj and ^•^''^ 
flic was cotiftrained to remain in the army ^. ' 

This coronation of king Charles was far from Many 
being a vain unprofitable ceremony. From that P]*^ ^^* 
moment the French, even in thofe parts of the him. 
kingdom that were under the dominion of jJie 
EngKfti, turned their eyes towards him as theiir 
kwful fbvereign, and a prince favoured by heaven; 
and in a few days he' had the fatisfaftion of receiv- 
ing the ftibmiflion of Laon, Soiflbns, CreJpy, La 
Fertc-Milon, Chateau-Thierry, Cneil, Coulom- 
miers, Provins, and many other ftrong places, 
whofe mhabitants had expelled their EnglUh and 
Burgundian garrilbns **. 

The duke of Bedford, in the mean time, was Military 
for from being idle. Knowing tliat king Charles oi>««^^»onv 
had made advances to the duke of Burgundy, he, 
by the molt earned applications, prevailed upon 
that prince to come to Paris, in the beginning of 
July, and renew his alliance with England**. The 
duke of Burgundy left Paris, July 16, to coUcdl 
Iiis troops 5 pd two days after die duke of Bed- 
ford fet out for Normandy, to raife the forces of 
chat povince, and to meet his uncle, Henry bifhop 
of Winchcfter, and cardinal of England, who had 
landed at Calais with 5000 men, originally in- 
tended for a croifade againft the Huflites in Bohe- 
niia» but now to be employed in France **. Bed- 
ford, having raifed about 5000 men in Normandy 
and Picardy, and being joined by the cardinal's 
army, marched in queft of king Charles, in order 

40 Viljar, torn. 14.. p.433« ♦* Id. ibid. p. 435» 

4» Monfbelct, f. 47- -♦* Rya* Foed. 1. 10. p. 43 3« 
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to give him battle. . From Montreau-fur-Yonne, 
Auguft 7, he fent that prince a challenge to <lecidc 
their important quarrel by a general aftion; to 
which it doth not appear that he received any an- 
fwer **• A few days after, the two armies came in 
fight, near Scnlis 5 and when they had faced each 
other two days, they feparated without a batdc *\ 
^ The duke of Bedfordy finding that he could not 
bring the French army to aftion, marched back to 
Paris, and from thence haftened into Normandy^ 
to oppofe die earl of Richmond, conftable of 
France, who had made ai> inroad in-to that pro- 
yince**. In his abfence, king Charles made an 
attempt' on the capital ; but, after an unfucccfsful 
aflault, in which the Maid of Orleans was dangcr- 
oufly wounded, he was obliged to retire, and, 
marching fouthward, received the voluntary fubr 
miflion of feveral towns. Thus ended the military 
operations of this memorable year, in which the 
fortunes of the two contending nations fo entirely 
changed. 

The king of France was not ungif tefiil to the 
perfbn who had been the vifible inftrument of this 
happy change in his condition. He not only en- 
nobled the Maid of Orleans, but alfo her parents, 
brothers, and fifters, extending that privilege to 
all their pofterity of both fexes *\ 

The brayc and aftive duke of Bedford, having 
compelled the conftable to evacuate Normandy, 
returned to Paris to receive the duke of Burgundy, 



•H Monftrelct, f. 3. 

^ Villar, tgni. 14.. p. 447. 



45 Id. f. 50. 

47 Id. ibid, p, 470. 
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who entered that city, September 19, at the head f'^'^ ^* 
of 4000 men. Knowing that king Charles had 
made that prince the moft tempting offers to detach 
him from his alKance with England, the duke of 
Bedford graptcd all he defired, to keep him fteady 
in that alliance. With that view, he was confti- 
tuted governor of Paris, and regent for the king of 
England of all the kingdom of France, except 
Normandy, till Eafter*'. After fpending fome 
weeks at Paris in fettling the plan of the next cam- 
paign, the two dukes feparated, feemingly in the 
moft perfeiSl friendship. 

The duke of Bedford, having obferved the great a. d. 1430. 
efiedls produced by the coronation of king. Charles JJ^^^^^^jg^ 
at Rheims, had importuned the protedor and London 
council of England, to fend over young king Henry *"^ ^'"^ 
to be crowned at Paris. The Englifli council, 
thinking it decent that he Ihould firft.be crowned 
in England, that ceremony was performed, at 
Weftminfter, November 6, A. D. 1429 *^ The 
wealth, of England was fo much exhaufted by this 
long and expenfive war, that ft required no leis 
th^ fix months to raife ^as much money as was ne^ 
ccflary to defray the cxpences of the king's voyage 
to France ; and this money was chiefly raifed by 
pawning the jewels of the crown, and by extorting 
loans^ fonnc of them fo low as five marks ''*• At 
length the young king embarked at Dover, April 27, 
A- D. 1430, and landed at Calais the fame day, 
attended by the chief nobility of England, and 4 

49 M#Tiftrelet, f. 55. 49 Rym. Fotd. t. 10. p. 436, 

S^ Id. ibid. p. 455— 467» 
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f*^'- , ^^ tfonfidcrablc number of troops. But miny of thefe 
troops were fo terrified by the reports they heard of 
the Maid of Orleans, that they immediately dc- 
lercedj and returned to England; whioh obliged 
the duke of Gloucefter to ifTue a proclamation 
ibr apprehending them, wherever they could be 
found '*• From Calais Henry was condufted to 
jlouen, where he refided about eighteen nionths i 
us it appears, from the bcft authority, that he was 
not crowned at Paris till December 17, A. D. 
1 43 1 '*. The delay of his coronation jjroceeded 
from the fame caufe with the delay of his voyage;, 
viz. the want of money 5 and yet all the money 
beftowcd upon both was thrown away, as they pro- 
duced no good eflfcft. 
Maid of Soon after the arrival of king Henry in France, 

tak^"* an event happened which filled the Englifh wkh 
priibncr. j}^ moft lively tranfports of joy. This was the 
capture of the Maid of Orleans, who for fomc 
tinie paft had been the great objeft of their dread 
and hatred. That intrepid heroine hod fought her 
way into the town of Compei^e, which was be- 
fieged by the Engliih and Burgundians $ and^on 
the very next day, May 25, fhc headed a lally, 
which at firft mtis fucce&ful, but at laft repuUed. 
The Maid, as ufual, jdaced herfelf in the pe^ of 
her troops, and frequendy faced ^30ut on the pur- 
fuers, and put them to a (band. At length, being 
furrounded, and pulled from her horfe, finding it 

• 5» Rym. Feed, torn. lo. p. 4.71. 

5& Villari torn. 15. p. ^6. From the regiftv* of td^ j^Hanient 
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unpoffible to cfcape, (he furrendered hcrfelf a a. d. 1430. 
priibner to the baftard of Vcndome, who delivered *" ~'^ 
her to John de Luxembourg, earl of Ligny, com- 
mander of the Burgundian army. The joy of the 
.£ngli(h and Burgundians on this occaiion was ex- 
cciBvc; and the whole camp rcfounded with loud 
reii^ated acclamations''. There were as great 
rejoicings at Paris, and other places in poffeflion of 
the Engliibj as if they had obtained the moft de- 
ofive viftory. 

The unhappy Maid, from the firft moment of A.D.1431. 
her captivity, was ungratefully negle£led by her Her trial. 
£iends, and cruelly .treated by her enemies. The 
duke of Bedford, having bought her from the earl 
of Li^y for the enormous fum of {^ 10,000, and 
an annuity T)f £ 300 to the baftard of Vendome, 
ihc was conduced to Rouen, thrown into a dun- 
geon, and loaded with irons. In this deplorable 
ftate, flie languifhed many months, while her ene- 
mies were contriving the mode of proceeding againft 
-her, in order to fecure her condemnation. Mef- 
fcngers were fent to the place of her nativity, to 
invefHgate the aftions of her youth ; but the re- 
ports they brought back were not unfavourable. As 
a prifoner of war flie was intitled to be treated with 
civility, and either to be exchanged or ranfomed. At 
length a conmraflion was granted to the biftop of 
Beainrais, brother Martin, vicar-general of the inqui- 
lition, and certain doftors of the canon law, to try her 
for hercfy, forcery, and witdicraft. All her judges 
were zealous in the Englifh intereft, and determined, 
if po(IU>le> to find her guilty. Thefe judges held 

53 Villar, torn. 15. p. 19; 
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their firft feflion, February 13, A. D. 143M when 
their forlorn prifoner was brought before them, 
loaded with irons, from which fhe earnefliy in- 
treatcd tlicm to relieve her, but in vain. In that, 
and fifteen fucceeding fefRons, they afked her a 
prodigious number of queftions, many of them 
very artful and cnfnaring; but though fhe was 
quite illiterate, and was not allowed the afliftance 
of any counfel, (he anfwered all their queftions in a 
manner fo acute and guarded, that they gained no 
advantage. In a word, they could difcover no- 
thing on which to found a fentence of condemna- 
tion, except-— that Ihc had worn man's clothes and 
arms, and engaged in war— and that Ihe perfifted 
in declaring, that fhe believed the vifions fhe had 
ken were real vifions. Her profecutors then la- 
boured to work upon the tv/o powerful paffions of 
the love of lifc^ and fear of death — by painting, in 
the ftrongeft colours, the horrors of that fentence 
which was to be pronounced upon her — and by pcr- 
fuading her to make a recantation, in order to fave 
both her body and her foul from torment. At 
length, fne confented to fubfcribe, with the fign of 
the crofs, a Tolcmn promife, never more to bear 
arms, or wear man's apparel ; to \ybich, it is faid, 
feveral other articles unknown to her were added. 
She was then flirnifhcJ with the dreft of her own 
fex ; but it was taken away in the night by her 
guards, and a man's drefs put in its place 5 of 
which fhe ecu pi lined bitterly in the morning, and 
continued in bed as long as natui*e would permit. 
Whpi) ^onftrained to rife, fhe covered herfelf with 
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(bme part of the man's apparel; on which JMT 
keepers, who had an opportunity of obferving *3W 
her aftions, ni0ied into the room. Her judgdi 
were affcmblcd ; the keepers fwore they had fccn 
her in man's (plothgs j a fentence of death was pFQr 
nounced upon her, as a relapfed heretic ;i*and {i^ 
was delivered to the fecular arm, to put that fear 
tence in execution. . i 

This was accordingly done, in the market-place HerexcA 
of Rouen, May 30, in the prefence of the cardi- ^^"®°* 
nai of Winchefter, feveral other bifhops^ ' all hiar 
judges, and an amazing multitude of fpedators. 
On the front of the pile of wood in which flie'.W^ ■ 
to be burnt, a tablet wa$ fufpended, with tMs, ia- 
fcription:" Joan, who made herfelf be called thfc 
^* Maid, a pernicious liar, a deceiver of the peoplq, 
" a forcerefs, fuperftitious, prefumptuoua, ccuel^ a 
^' bklphemcr, an infidel, ^ murderer, an idolater, a .. t 
^* worlhipper of the devil, an apoftate, fchifmatic, 
^^ and heretic/' . When the M^id .appeared>:ftiB 
loaded with chains, emaciated, dejedtedi and bathed 
iu tears, aprieft mounted a pulpit, and pronounced 
a moft virulent inveftive againft the uphappy vie- 
-tin) about to be facrificed j concluding with this hy- 
pocritifal declaration: — ^^ Joan, the church ^an 
" prptedl you no longer, and now give$ you up to 
'^ fecular juft ice." The fecular magiftrates were 
fo much afFefted, . tJiat they cpuld pronounce only v 
the tingle word, Proceed. She was then placed 
on the pile, and reduced to ^ihes, embracing a 
crofs, and calling on the name of Jefus to her laft 
moment. Thus periflied^ in the midft of flints, 
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;^*^^^ Md under a load of calumny, Ac Jirutuous, horokr 
""^^^ ^M^d of Oi^leans, whofe only crime fecms to haw 
4>e(tn an ^ardent, enthuliaftic love of her country, 
iWbtdi Aie pi«fenrod froqi a foreign yoke. The bed 
» t^ogy ^fl^ CM be made for her profeoutors k— 
^bat'^ir-Fdentmont was inflamed beyond mcafure 
•by die lofles they had fuftained — that they reaUy 
believed her to be an agent of -die devil*-*«nd that 
tduyJu^M, by hor di^race and.death, to recover 
-tbetr^foflBAGralGendant over their enemies^ in whidi 
diey w€ieidifiippointed'\ 
Military * The En^& o^d Burgundkns were obUged to 
^P«*^"*- .faife 'the ficgc of Compeigne, after it had conti- 
-Miad *fix months. Jl^agny was beli^ed three dmes 
^ the £ngii(h in vain. The ^dier military ppe- 
^ons of this year were fo trifling, that they merit 
«np attention. 
A.D.t4sa. Both the contending nations were now fb much 
^diauflied by this long, bloody, and expenfive war, 
"diat they could iK>t bring any confiderable armies 
4nt3o the field. They were therefore chiefty -em- 
'fdoyed in t^ing towns and caiUes from each other 
•by* furprife, and in ^^atory ^xcurfions fiom their 
-(i^veral garrifons. Thus Chartres was furpriied by 
4he French, and Montargis by the Englifh, in the 
^>riiig of ihis year; and the open country in the 
fever^ provinces was plundered by both parties, and 
tiic people reduce to great diftrefs". The Eng- 
Iffli again befieged Lagny twice in the courfe of 
-tliis campaign, but without fuccefs'*. 

, 0*^^:7^^^ *<*"*• . » 5* JFi" J*i»76« F«>ro Ac ftf^Sm of tlw furocefi* 
- }} Monftrelct, f. a^—Sj. 5« Hall, f. 40, 
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Ann of Burgundy, duchds of 3edford, died at. A- P-^^'^*- 
P4ris, November 14, A. D. X432; and her death Mifundcr- 
diffolved die chief tic which united the dukes pf £^f 
Burgu»fy and Bedford. The cooln^s between the dukes 
thefe twoprioc^ was much ingreafcd by, die fuddcn ^f Bil^r* 
naarriagc of die latter, in Januaig^ A. D. 1433, to s^^^r* 
Jaquclinc, daughter of die wl of St. Pol, ^wi^li. ^•^•'♦^s- 
out coniukihg the forrner. ^To prevent an open 
rupture, the cardinal, bilhop of Winchefter, pre- 
vailed upon diem to appoint ^ jneetii}g at S^. 
.Omer*s, to fettle all the^ difpute^^ . Bu|t when the 
two ^dukes came to that place, in May this yeai;, 
either of them could b^ prev^d i^pon to mal^ 
die other the firft vifit. The cjirdinal laboured,eac?- 
neftly to overcome this difficulty, but to no pwrr 
pofe; and they departed without m^etii^, In mu- 
tual dilcontent. The duke ;of Bedford, on diis ocr 
cafion, allowed his pride to oy?r(;Qme hisprudenpe,; 
of which he heartily repented, when ^it w^ top 
iatc". 

While the people of JEr^land were regaled witji The Eng. 
die news of fi:equc«it;;vi^orip5, and .encouraged hy J^Jj^'J^^ 
tbcproipcapf fuJDduiijg fiance, « tha^ boije d^e, e;Kr 
pesices of the war withoyt nru^ch r^pinin^ ; but whefi 
die ddc of fuqcefs turned, vand the .pcoipedb of C9nr 
queft v^nilhcd, ;hey becamp pcevifo 9nd difconr 
tented. The f^\i^^ obtained ijrom parliament 
with great difficulty, w^e quific inadequate to thp 
ez^encies of the war. This inclined the majority 
of the E^lilh coiHiqil to wifli fi>r.peace ; and con- 
ferences were held for that purpofe laft year, under 

57 Monftrclety f. {9, 90- 
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A. D. 1433. the mediarion of the pope, and this year iinder the 
"^ '^~'^ mediation of the duke of Orkans, wlio hoped to 
obtain deKverance from his long captivity in Eng- 
land, by being the inftrument of procuring peace. 
But the pretenfions of the Englifh were too high, 
and the cdncefficms of the French too low, to ad- 
mit of an accommodation '•. 
A. D. 1434. ' The alKance of the duke of Burgundy with the 
Bur^oL Englifti againft his own family and his native coun- 
inciincd try, into which he had been brou^t by the vio- 
wiff**^* lence of fiis refoitn^nt for the murdel* of his fa- 
France. ^^j,^ was neither very natural nor very prudent. 
His ' referrtmcnt was now much abated j ' and he 
plainly perceiV'ed that it was not his intereft to lee a 
king of England peaceably feated on the throne of 
France. He had been often difgufted by his Eng- 
lifh'allics, and was continually foKcited by his neareft 
relations (o liften to the plaufible excufes and 
tempting offers made by king Charles. Theft 
coniideratious gradually abated his averfion to 
Charles and his attachment to the Englifh. At 
an interview which he had with his two brodiers- 
in-law, the duke of Bourbon and the conftabk 
Richmond, at NeVcrs, to fetde fome femily-dif- 
putes, towards the end of this year, he was brought 
to a final refolution to be reconeikd to Charles. A 
congrefs was appointed to be aflcmbkd next year, 
in the city of Arras; to which the duke of Bur- 
gundy infilled the Englifh fhould be invited, as he 
had folemnly engaged not to make peace without 

i* Rym. Feed. torn, xo, p. 514. 530. 556, ^c. 

their 



Digitized by 



Google 



their participaticfn/ They weraas:co<dmgly invited, ^P-y-t^ 
and accqjted cf tht invitation'^. 

King Charles appointed w>- f^Wfer thah twenty-, a. a 1435- 
nine cbnunifliona^s to this-aJngrcftj donfifting of ^^^^*^ 
the greateft lords and prelate^i and rtioft karned 
men of his kingdom •^. The kjng of England 
named twenty-feven cortimiflioneiSj of the higheft 
rank and greateft eminence in- cliitrch and ftatc^'. 
The duke of Burgundy, the moft magnificent 
prince of thofe times, appeared in perfon, attended 
by his whole court, and the chief nobility of his 
dominions* The pope fent the cardinal of the 
holy crqfs; and the council erf" Bafil, tliep fittirtg, 
deputed the cardinal of Cyprus to reprcfent them; 
In a word, there was hardly a prince,t>r ft^e, in : v 
Europe which did not fend ambafladors to this con^ 
grefs, which was the moft numerous ami fplcncfid . . 
aflembly that had been feen for feveral ages**. , 

In the firft feflion of this famous congfefs. The En^. 
Auguft !K>, each of the two cardinals, who afted ji)tcmb.*" 
as mediators, made a fpeech, defcribing the cala- ^^^ ^^^^ 
mities of war and the bleflings of peace, and ear- grefs.- 
neftly recommending moderation in their demands 
to the plenipotentiaries of the powers at war, tliat 
a peace might be concluded. But after they en- 
tered upon bufinels, it foon appeared, that there 
was no probability diat a peace would be made at 
this time between the kings of England and 
France. The French plenipotentiaries propofed— 
to cede to the king- of England the provinces of 

^ Monfti'det, f. xoi. ^ Id. f» loJ. ^ Id. f. 107: 

♦» Id. ibid. 
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the crown of Frante, oil condifk>h that Henry re- 
Unquiflied all his pttsteilfionsr W diat crown> and 
gave up all the oth&r pldces he heW in France. 
The Englifli commiflloners ^e^c ib much offended 
at this propofal> which they confider^ as an in- 
folt, that they did not deign tS> return any anlwer 
to it, or make any proptofals of their own, but 
broke off the confet^nces, and left Arras abrupdy, 
September 6*^. This wa* certainly a very impru- 
dent ftep, as it made them appear in an unfavour- 
able light to the other powers of Europe, and fiir- 
nifticd the duke of Burgundy with a plaufible pre- 
tence for makmg afcparatepeace with I^rance. 
Peace be. A^ foon as thc Englifh [denipotendaries were 
F^wand 8^^^> ^^ ^^ France and Burgundy laboured to 
Burgundy, adjuft' thetcrms of reconciliation between thefe two 
powers. This was not a difficult taft, as thc duke 
of Burgundy obtained every thing he could dc- 
firej and the peace was fealed and fwom with great 
folemnity, at Arras, September 21^. 
Confe* When this peace was proclaimed in the cities of 

^^^u. ^^*^c ^^d ^ *^ territories of the duke of Bur- 
gundy, the rejoicings were exceffive, and continued 
fevcral days. But when the report of it reached 
England, it excited the mod violent indignation 
againft the duke of Burgundy, who was loaded 
wiA the Bittereft reproaches for the breath of his 
alHaftce. The Londoners in particular were fo 
much enraged, that they plundered, andrVenr mur- 
dered, fcvtral of his fubjcdts who refided in that 

•} Mooftrrift, f. ISO— III. *4 Id, f. 11:1^x19. 
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dxf. The heralds he fent to notify Ac pcaicc in a.d.i«5. 
fonn> and make an apology for bis condud^ were 
treated with great contempt^ aiid fent back without 
an anfwer, which greatly irrit^^ed that powerful 
prince^ and conrerted an unfteady friend into ade- 
cemruned enemy*'. 

During the congreis at Arras, England fuilained Death of 
an irreparable Jofs by the death of the duke of Bed- of^B^j^ 
ford, who expired at Rouen, September 14, deepty for**, 
affeded by the untoward events which had lately 
happened, and the dread of ftill greater difafters**. 

The council of England, from the beginning of A.p.i436, 
this unlmppy reign, was divided into two parties; m the 
the one headed by the duke of Gloucefter, and the ^ "" ^^^ 
other by the cardinal of Winchefter. The animo- and the* 
fity of thefe parties, which was very violent, dif- ^^7c$, 
turbed the peace of the country, and obflxufted 
the vigorous profeoution of the war. Richard 
duke of York was appointed regent of France, by 
the inflxierice of the duke of Gloucefter and his 
party; but the other party, who favoured Edmund 
Beaufort, afterwards duke of Somerfet, the cardi- 
nal's nephew, threw fo many impediments in the 
way, that fix months elapfed before the duke of 
York obtained his commiffion. In this interval, 
the city of Paris, and almoft all the other places of 
ftrength in the ifle of France, were loft, being either ^ 
purchafcd, furprifed, or forcibly taken, by tha 
enemy •^ 



•s Monftrelet, f. no, iii. ^ Hall, f. 4.7. 

•7 Id. f. 46, 47, 4.S. Monftrelet, f. 117. 
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A.D.1436. The council of England, efpccially that part of 
Commif. it under the influeilce of the cardinal, difcouraged 
riic"duke8 ^^ ^^ many loflcs, and dreading ftiU nwre, became 
of Bur- fincerely defirous of peace, and gave a commiffion 
Ywk, *" to the duke of York, May 20, to treat of a trace 
or peace; and at the fame time gave a commiffion 
to the cardinal of Wincfhcfter, and the doke of 
Burgundy, whofc enmity they had drawn upon 
themfelves by fo many infults, to treat of a mar- 
riage between king Henry and a daughter of king 
Charles, to whom they gave only the name of 
•\ ' " * Charles de Valois". Thefe abftird and fncaking 
cominiflions^ fo irKronfifterrt with their hau^ty be- 
haviour at the congreffi of Arras, and dieir con- 
- temptuous treatment* of the duke of Burgundy, 

^. are a fufficient indication of the weaknefs arid iii- 

ftability of the councils of England at this period, 
and muft diminifli our furprifc at the loffes anddif- 
graces which enfued. 
Caiaii be* The duke of Burgundy was fo far from afting 
thfnegc ^s a commiflioner of the king of England, that he 
raifid. ^y^ 3j |.}^j5 y^^ jjj^g raifing a great army, widi 
which he invefted Calais, July 19. The duke of 
* Gloucefter, and his jmrty in the council, who were 
always for a vigorous profecution of the war, hear- 
ing of thefe great preparations, and alarmed at the 
. danger of tliis important place, in a few weeks col- 
ledted a fleet df 500 fail, and raiftd an army of 
15,000 men, with which he landed at Calais, Aw- 
guft 2. The duke of Burgundy, now defpairing 

•* Rym. Fgcd, torn. 10. p. 641—644. 
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of taking the town, ar^ afraid to venture a battle, 
faifed thc^gc with great precipitation, leavmg hfe 
lieavy caftnon, and 8ie ^rcattft part of his baggage^ 
behind him. The dukei.of Gloucefter purfutd 
hinti, bumihg and deftroying the countrjr, and coh- 
Ic&ing a great deal of booty, with which he re- 
turned to Calais, and from tihence to England**. 

The duke of York having laAded in Normandy Miritary 
In June, \frim a reinforcement of 8000 men, die liong. 
war was ptiliied with forivJ degree of v^igoijf, iahd 
feveral .places recovered, which had been takto by 
the enemy. The brave lord Talbot defeaied a .- 
confiderlble body of French trbOps, commanded 
by Xantrails arid La Hire, who tiad approAclied 
Rouen, in hopes of being iadmitted into it, by cer- 
tain citizens, with ^horfi they held ^ cor/elpand- 
cnce. Towards the en4 of The year, he .tj[J<)k;tire 
ftrong towrt of Pbntoife by S itoratagemi whicH 
enabled thp Englifh to pufli their predatoty inclir- 
fions tt> d»e very gates df Paris ^. 

Queen itatharine, widow k)f Henry V. died Ja* A.D.I457* 
ftuary 7, this year. Soon after the death of her re^ ^^^ ^ 
. nowtted hufeand, (he mirried O Wen Tudor, a WeHh ^aT 
gefltteman, by whom ihe h«d three fons, Edinond, ^^* 
J^ilfytTy and Owen. Erdmund, the eldeft, was 
created earl of Richntond> by Henry VI. A. D. 
<452^ ^Md ynarried the lady Margaret, onlydaugh^ 
ter of J^in Beaufort duke of Somerfetj by whom 
he had one fon, Henry earl of JRichmond, after*- 

^ Scow> p. 376. Fabian, v. i. p. 139. Mosftrelet, f. 2'^%^!%^, 
70 Monftrelcty f. 140, 141. 
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fP'^^y; wards king of England^'. The fudicnnds of 
queen Katharine's fecond marriage, and the very 
inferior rank of her hufband, gave great ofience to 
her royal relations, and brought her into general 
contennpti but the relpeft which the £ng^ nii- 
nifter? bore to the memory of their late king> pre- 
vented them from giving Mr. Tudor any trouble 
during the quecn^s life. Immediately after her 
death, he was committed to Newgate; from which 
he made his efcapej but being retaken about a year 
after, he was committed to the tower ^•. 

MiUtary ,The duke of Burgundy was £^ much harafled 
by the frequent infurreccions of his Flemifli fub- 
jcfts, that he could give but litde aid to his new 
allies, breading the rcfentmcnt of the Englilh, 
which was much inflamed by his late attempt upon 
Calais, he cameftly intreated the king of France to 
colledt his forces, and make the moft vigorous ef- 
forts againft their common enemies, promiling to 
Avour his operations by a divcrfion on the fide of 
Normandy. Roufed from his habitual indolence 
by theie intreaties, Charles appointed a rendezvous 
of his troops at Gicn, in the ipring of this yearj 
and, putting himfelf at their head, befieged and 
took Landen, Nemours, and Monftreaw-Faute« 
Yone. At the fiege of this laft place, he gained 
great honour by his activity and perfonal courage^* 

Conti- The duke of Burgundy was not fo fuccefsful ia 

this Campaign. About the beginning of Odobcr, 

7« Dugdale's Bai-on. vol. %, p. 137, &c. Sandford^s Genead. p. %%$, 
7* Stow, p. 376. Rym. Fopd. torn. xo. p. 6$5, 686. 
71 Monfthflet, f, 145. 
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his generals inveftcd Crotoy, near Abbcvile, a pkcc a-^- '4^7. 
of great importance on account of its ftrength and 
lituation -, whik the duke, at the head of an army^ 
lay near, to prevent 'its being relieved. The brave 
lord Talbot, having colieded a finall arniy of about 
5000 nien> marched towards Crotoy. When he 
reached the Somme, he found the duke of Bur- 
gundy, with his army, on the oppoflte bank, ready 
to difpute his paflage. Fired with indignation 
againfl: that prince, Talbot and his troops plunged 
into the river without hefitation j which fo intimi- 
dated the Burgundians, that- they retired without 
ftriking a ftroke, and immediately after raifed the 
fiege. Having vidualled and repaired the place^ 
Talbot made an incurfion into Picardy and Artois, 
burning and plundering the country; and then re* 
turned into Normandy, loaded with Ipojls an4 
glory ^*. 

By the faftious intrigues which ftiil prevailed ii^ E^ri of 
the council of England, the duke of York wa^ Warwick 
deprived of the regency of France, and Richard T^nL"! 
Bcauchamp> carl of Warwick, appointed regent 
in his place> July 16 ^K That nobleman, having 
been put back feveral times by contrary winds, 
landed in Normandy in November, with a rein- 
forcement of 1000 men ; and the duke returned to 
England, much difcontcnted''*- 

France was at this time a fcene of the moft de- a.d.i4}I, 
pbrablc diftrefs and mifery. A deftru£tive pefti- PJ^gw 
Icncc and cruel famine fwept away a great propor- mine. 

74 Monftrelet, f. 149, 150. Hall, f. 54. 

75 JRym. Feed. torn. 10. p. 674., 
^ Hall, f. 54. Stow, p. 377. 
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A-D.i45«. tion of its inhabitants; while fcveral of its pro- 
^'^^'^ vinccs were infcfted by great bands, or rather annk* 
of robbers, confifting of Ibldiers of fortune, wbo^, 
having ^o pay, conimitted the moft horrible ra- 
vage$/' England was not without its fharc of mi- 
fcry, being afflifted, at leaft in an equal degfcc, 
with the plague and famine ^^ Thefe calamities 
produced an almoft total ceflation of hoftilides. 
Richard die good earl of Warwick, regent of 
trance, died at Rouen, April 30 ^•. 
A.D.1439' The pope ftill continued his exhortations to 
Jbns?*' pe^^> which were feconded by thofe of die duke 
of Britanny,— of the duchcls of Burgundy,— and 
of the duke of Orleans, who again offered his me- 
diation, in hopes of obtaining deliverance from his 
long captivity. In confequence of thefe folicita- 
tions, conferences were held this fummer, at a place 
equally diftant from Calais and Gravelines, between 
the plenipotentiaries of England and France. The 
imbaffadors of the pope ind the duke of Britanny 
aflifted at thefe conferences j the duchefi of Bur- 
gundy and the duke of Orleans were perfonally prc- 
fent, and laboured with great earndlnefs to bring 
about ah accommodation, which was to have been 
cemented by the marriage of the king of England 
with a daughter of the king of France. But all in 
vain: the Englifh infilling on the poflTeffion of 
Normandy and Guienne without homage, and the 
French infifting on their holding them by homage, 
Ihe conferences broke up without effeft ^. Th^ 

77 Monfb-elety f. 154^ Fabian, an. 1438. Srow, p. 377- 
7» Id. ibid. 79 Rym. Fad. torn. id. p. 710— 733' 
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cipchdi pf burgundy, at tijis congrefs, negotiated a A>p.i4sa- 
mice fiMT tluiee years, and a treaty of coniipercp^ be- '"^'''^^^ 
twccn die Engliih and tl>e fubjefts and dofninion? 
of her hu^band•^ This exceUent princcfs, whp 
was fo adive in prompting peace, was daughter of 
Jo^ king of Portugal, and grand-daiighter of 
John of Gaynt, duke of Lancafter, and confe- 
queady a near relation of the king of England. 

The conferences for peace did not interrupt the MUitary 
operadons of war. The earl of Richmond, con- <>!>««- 
ftabk of France, invefted Meaux in the beginning 
of July, and obliged the town to furrender, after a 
liege of three weeks. But the garrifon retired into 
the market-place, which was much ftronger than 
the town, and ftood another fiege. Lord Talbot 
marched to the relief of Meaux, and found means 
to throw fome troops and provifions into it -, but 
the French camp was fo ftrong, that he could 
neither force it, nor provoke the conftable to battle. 
The garrifon, delpairing of relief, capitulated about 
three weeks after the retreat of lord Talbot. The 
conftable was not fo fuccefsful in his next enter- 
prife, the fiege of Avranches, which he was com- 
pelled to raife, with the lofs of his cannon and 
baggage". • 

In the beginning of this year, a new ftorm arofe a. d. 1440, 
in France, which threatened that unhappy king- ^°"^f^' 
dom with greater calamities than it had yet en- France, 
durcd. Lewis the dauphin, feduced by his own 
ambitious ^irit, and the perfuafions of certain 

«o Rym. Feed. t. lo. p. 736. Monftrelct, f. 169. 
«* Monllreltt, f. 166. 
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,^^''^ cmiflarics, made his cfcapc from the caftlc of 
JLochcs, where he refidcd with his governor die . 
carl of March, and was conducted to Moulins, 
where he found the duke of Bourbon, the duke 
of Alen^on, the earl of Vendome, the lords Tri- 
moiUe, Chaunnont, and feveral orfier difcontcntcd 
nobkmcn, ^ith whom he formed a plot for de- 
throning his fether. The confpirators fent gentle- 
men of their party into the federal provinces, to 
communicate their fchemc to fuch as they h(^>cd 
would join themj but received very unfavourable 
anfwers. They imparted their plot alfo to the 
duke of Burgundy, imagining that he ftill rc- 
, tained fome refentment s^nft Charles for the 
aflalEnation of his father. But that prince ad- 
vifed them to defift from their defign, and make 
their fubmiflion to the king, promifing to ufe all 
his influence to procure their pardon. Hearing 
that their juftly oflfended fovereign was advancing 
towards them, at the bead of a powerful army, 
they took this advice. The king refufed to ad- 
mit any of the confpirators into his prefence, ex- 
cept die dauphin and the duke of Bourbon ; who 
being introduced July 19, made the moft humble 
fubmifllons, and obtained a pardon**. 
Militaiy , - The Englifb, taking advantage of this commo- 
SwdT," tio"? which was much fogner compoftd than they 
expected, plundered Picardy with one army, and 
with another, commanded by the earl of Somerfe? 
and lord Talbot, invefted Harfleur, which had 

»* Monftrelet, f, 171, 171. 
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been taken by the French, A. D. 1432. iThe 
EnglUh generals, to prevent their being difturbed, 
or any relief thrown into the place, fortified their 
camp with a ditch and rampart, and guarded the 
harbour with a fleet. The garrifon and inhabit^ts 
made a brave and long defence, in hopes^ of being 
relieved ; and as foon as the dauphin andihe dtike 
of Bourbon made their fubmiflions, Charles fent 
an army to their relief; which aflauked the Englifh 
camp in three {daces at once $ but were repuUed 
with great flaug^ter, and obliged to aba|idon their 
enterpriie. The garriibn loon after capitulated^ 
and Harflcur, the firil conqueft of Henry V. fett 
once more into the hands of the Engli& f '• The^ 
duke of York was again appointed regent of Francey 
Julya^ ^ 

Two attempts were made this year to put ah enii' Confer- 
ro this long and deftruftive war, which had con- ^n^^^*"' 
tinued twenty^-five years, and (if we may believe 
the carding of Winchefter) had carried off more 
men than were at this time both in France and 
Eng^knd. But in vain; the article of homage 
proving an obftacle which neither of the two nations 
had the magnaiiimity to furmount, for the fake of 
a peace, of which they ftood fo mMeh in need **. 

The negotiations for the deliverance of the duke Duke of . 
of Orleans from his tedious c^tivity were more ^'Jj^^ 
fucceisfol. Negotiations for that purpofe had been- 
carried on feveral years, favoured by the cardinal 
of Winchefter and his party, and keenly oppofed 

«i Monftrelct, f. 175. 183. »♦ Ryim Feed. t. lo. p. 785. 

'5 Id« ibid. p. 7X4« 756. 767. 8oo. 8xo« 

I 4 by 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ HI3T0|tY 0^ EJtlTArlK. :Ro^^ V^ 

^P^^j4o^ by the duke o£ Glpucefter and hk adhdr^ji The 
*^~^~ cardinal having now gain^ the afcendant in th& 
EngUfh council, the term^ pf a treaty for the duke'a 
deliverance w$re fet^i^, ^fid prepared fof ratiftca- 
tipn. When the duke of Gloucefter perceived 
th^f h« opuld i¥¥ preveitf the- execution of thk 
treaty* he gave in a protfftwion agairrft it, , Jun^ 2> 
containing irverrf rep&n&of h« diflfem ;^hieh were 
(Kfregaf d^ ••, By this !treaty^ which was figncd 
July 2, the duk^ mtjis. to pay a. raafom of ioo,ooo 
ndbks, equal in vrfuet to 000,900 crowns, at dif- 
Ibrent terms. He engaged alio to ufe his mofl: 
temeft ciidea^ours jio: bring abmit a gjeneral peace 5 
in \thicH, :if he fuoceeded within twelve months, 
^ thfi money hf^ bad.pajdfot his xanlbiD was to be 
returned, and the reft remitted •^. Several months 
elapf^ befoce all the fccwiries for the ranibm> and 
form Other matters*, were^-finally fettlod. At length 
the duke wafi »>ndu£led tQ Calais, and £tim dience 
to Gravelins, where he was fet at liberty, Novem- 
ber I a, after a melancholy captivity of twcnty-fm 
years, in an enemy's coyntry, at a great diitmce 
feom his &mily, h\$ friends, and his princely ^^ 
Wnc, whidi was alnfK)ft ruined ^by the war '*. 
A.D.1441. The great popularity of the duk^ of Orleans, 
^'^* flmj ^^ ^ anrival in hi^ native country, after fo long an 
aibfeftce* gave, umbrage to the court of Fraoce, 
and put It out of his power to bring about a peace. 
The war continued, and was even carried on with 
more vigour than in fonoe preceding years. Kii^ 

•6 Rjrm..Foea,.tam. i<j, |i. 7^5, t? W, UijiJ. p. 776—786^ 

•*^ Id, ibid, p. 819, 
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Chiles, roufcd from his habitiml indolence, put a.p. i44i> 
himfelf, with his fon the dauphin, at the head of 
his troops, and having taken Creil in the month 
of April, about the middle of May he inverted 
Pontoife with an army of 12,000 men. Thia 
was a place of great importance, on accpunt of it$ 
ftrength and fituation, which made him pufli the 
fiege with the gre^eft ardour. But he met with 
an obftinate refiftance ; and the renowned lord 
Talbot found means to throw fuccours into the 
place three different times ; which enabled the gar- 
rifon to hold out feveral months. The duke of 
York, regent of France, having coUefted an army 
of about 8000 men, marched, Auguft 15, from 
Rouen towards Pontoife. When he approached 
that place, he challenged the king of France to a 
pitched battle; which that prince declined; and 
believing it impofllblc for the Englilh army to pafs 
the river Oyfc without boats, he continued the 
ficgc. But the duke of York pafled the river by a 
ftratagerh, and marched towards the French camp ; 
which fo much aftoniflied Charles, that he retired 
with great precipitation. The duke, finding it 
impoflible to bring the French to a general aftion, 
vi^hialled and recruited the garrifon of Pontoife, 
tod then returned with his army into Normandy* 
When Charles entered Paris, he met with a very 
cold reception, and plainly perceived, that his late 
retreat had greatly diminiflied both the efteem and 
affcdion of his fubjefts ; which determined him 
immediately to return to Pontoife, and renew the 
fiege. The king appearing forcmoft -in every 

danger. 
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f * ^ l^^l ^^ngcfj fo animated his troops, that the town was 
taken by ftorm, 500 of the garrifbn put to the 
fword, and about the fame number taken prifoners* 
By this conqueft Charles recovered his reputation ; 
the French were greatly elated, and the Englifli no 
lefs difcouraged *•. 

Tm} of The court of England was at this time a fcenc of 

tne duchcfs 



*o 



ofGiou- the moft violent faftion.- Th^ cardinal of Win- 
^^' chefter, who had Ipies in the family of his rival 
the duke of Gloucefter, being informed by one of 
them, that the duchcfs had private meetings with 
one fir Robert Bolingbroke, a prieft, who was 
reputed a necromancer, and Marjory Gourdimain, 
commonly called the fyitcb of Eye^ commanded 
them all to be apprehended, and accufed of trea- 
fon ; pretending diat they had made an image of 
the king in wax, and placed it before a fire, that as 
the image melted, the king's ftrcngth and flcfli 
might decay, till it was quite deftroycd. Such an 
accufation would only have excited laughter in a 
more enlightened age, but was then treated as a 
moft ierious affair. The dUchcis was examined by 
the two archbiihops, and feveral other prelates; 
and folemnly tried by the earls of Huntington, 
Stafibrd, Suffolk, Northumberland, &c.; and 
though no evidence was produced at her trial, of 
the image of wax, or of any thing that had the leaft 
relation to treafori, fhe was fentenced to do public 
penance in St. Paul's, and two other churches, on 
three feveral days, and to be imprifon^d for life. 
A cruel and unjuft fentence, which was diftated by 

<9 Monftrelct, f. iti^xl^ 
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party-rage, and executed with the greateft rigour •*. a.p- 1441, 
Bolingbroke, who was a mathematician, and on 
that account reputed a magician, was condemned 
to death, and executed at Tyburn. Marjory 
Gourdimain was burnt in Smithfield ^*. 

The Englilh army in Guienne had befieged a. d. 144s. 
Tartas (aftrong town belonging to count d'Albert) ^Aod! "^ 
leveral months; and the garrifon capitulated in 
January this year, agreeing to furrender the town, 
if it was not relieved on or before June 24, 
Charles, determined to preferve a place of fo great 
importance, the negleft of which would have dif- 
gufted count d' Albert, and the nobles of thofe 
parts, sqppointed his troops to ailemble at Thou« 
loufe in May ; and marching from thence at the 
head of a gallant army, compofed of the nobility 
of the fouthern provinces, and their followers, ar- 
rived before Tartas at the time appointed 1 and no 
Englilh army appearing, the hoilages which had 
been given for the furrender bf that place were 
reftored**. Charles having fo fine an army, be- 
fieged and took feveral towns, as Sl Severe, Ac- 
ques, Mermande, and Reole •'. 

While king Charles remained in thofe parts, Chariet 
he obtained another great advantage. Margaret c^nnl^f^ 
counteis of Cominges had been confined \i prifon Comingei, 
twenty-two years, by the earl of Armagnac and 
her own hufband, Matthew earl of Fezenfaquet, 
who divided the county between them. The 
coxintels, in her confinement, made a will in favour 



9^ Stow, Apnal. p. ^^%^ 9« Id. ibid. 

f» Monftrclet, f, J96. S^ Id. f. 197. 
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of the king of Fj^ance, of which thaf prince having 
received intelligence, he delivered Margaret fix^ni 
prifon, and took poiSeffion of that part of the 
county which was held by die earl of Armagpar, 
That haughty and potent earl was Co much pnraged 
at this, and fome other affronts he had received 
from Charles, that he determined to revolt ; and 
fent meflengers to .the court of England, to pro- 
pofc an alliance, and to offer one o^ his ^daughter* 
to the young king in marriage. This propofal 
was eagerly embraced by the duke of Gloijceftcr i 
and fir Robert Roos, fecretary Bicjdngton, ^d 
Edward Hull, were fent to conclude the alliance 
and marriage **. But all the counfels of the court 
of England at this time were betrayed by faftion. 
The cardinal of Winchefter and his party c}readed 
^ nothing fo much as a queen in the intereft of the 

duke of Gloucefter j and, to prevent it, protjably 
conveyed fome hints of this intrigue to Charles^ 
who fell upon the earl, reduced his whole country, 
ajid took him and all his family, except his eldeft 
fon, prifoncrs**. 
Military The Englifli, ur^able to ipake head againft king 

operations. Charles in the fouth, endeavoured to create a di- 
yerfion in the north of France! The duke of York' 
fent lord Wilbbey, with a . body of troops, to 
plunder the country about Amiens -, while he, at 
the head of an array, made an incurfion into An- 
jpu and Main, burning and deflroying the fmall 
towns and villages. Towards the end of the year, 
Jx)th thcfe armies returned to Rouen, loaded with 

^4 R'/m. Fad. |pm. xx. p. 6—8. * 95 Hall, f.J?4. 
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booty, but without having made any impoitah! ^'^''J:^' 
conqueft. The lord Talbot, whd had been created 
carl of Shrcwilbury, March 20, this year, landed 
in Normandy, with a rcinforcerhent of 3000 iticn; 
with which, and fomc other troops, he beAeged 
Dieppe, in November. But he foon found thak 
his army was too fmall to take the place by force : 
he rficrefbre converted the (lege into a blockade t 
the care of which he left to his natural fon, a yc^ing 
man of ^e^t hopes, dnd went to Rouen. • Soon 
after his departure, the dauphin^ at the head of t 
confideraWe army, attacked th^ JEn^glifli troopi 
before Dieppe, and obliged them to retire •*. 

The political campaign betweeti the two parties !h*^''"^^n*'i' 
in the Englifh council was as warm this year, as of Eng- 
the military one between the two nations in the **"**' 
field. The duke of Gloucefter gave in to the king 
and council an accufarion of high-trcafon againft a d. 1445. 
his great adverfary, the cardiml of Winchefter^ 
confiiling of fourteen articles. The moft capital of 
thefe articles wefe, that the cardihal, in conjunct. 
tion with his great confident John Kemp, arch>- 
foiftop of York, had taken pofleflion of the king!^ 
-petfon, and of all his power; and that he had 
cheated the king and nation of immenfe foncis of 
money. Both thefe articles, as well as feveral 
iMhiA^ were unqucftionably true, and could e^iily 
have been proven* The council. Which coniifted 
chiefly of die cardinal's creatures, declined ^ving 
«iy advice or opinion ; and the cardinal ex^icatcd .: . ^ 
jiimfelf in his ufual way, by procuring a full pardon, 

9* Stow, ^. 381. tia(l, f.j9. . 
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A.p.i443i> from the kiftg, of all the trcafons and crimes he 

^ had ever committed ''. 
A. D. 1444. The two powerful and flouriihing kingdoms of 
Truce be- Francc 'and England had fuflered '?o much fipm 
England this long and moft deftru6tive war, that they be- 
and came the obje<5b of univcrfal pity j and almoft aU 

the princes and dates of Europe laboured to pro* 
cure a peace between them. The duke of Orleans, 
who now poflefled that place in the confidence of 
his fovereign to which he was inrided, pronfK>ticd 
the fame end with the greateft zeal. Ifabel duchels 
of Burgundy, in the name of the duke her huf- 
band, . concluded a truce, for an indeterminate 
time, with Richard duke of York, regent of France, 
April 23, A. D. 1443*'. Plenipotentiaries frorn 
the kings of England . and France met at Tours, 
to fetde the terms of a perpetual peace, of long 
mice. William de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, wa$ 
at the head of the Englifli negotiators, and the 
duke of Orleans at the head of thofe of France. It 
loon appeared, that a final peace could njot yet be 
obtained; and therefore the plenipotentiaries con- 
cluded a truce. May 28, A. D, 1444, between 
the two kings .and their allies on both fides, fitnn 
that time CO April I, A. D. 1446, during which 
period the conferences for a peace were to be con- 
tinued ^. By. fcveral fubfequent treaties, this truce 
was prolonged to April i, A. D. 1450*"^. 
^« The earl of Suffblk, prefumii^ upon the pro- 

cQotnlfted. tedion of his great ^end the cardinal of Win- 

•97 Hall, f. 61 — 6^ Rj'm. Fad. torn. ii» p. »0i 
9^ Rym. Feed. torn. ii. p. 24.-*%6. 99 Id. ibid. p. 58— >67. 

1^ Id* ibid. p. 97* x64< 199. tih t 
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chefter, engaged in another negotiation^ for which a. a 1444, 
he doth not feem to have had any proper authority^ 
and in which he was unfortunately too fuccefsfiil. 
This was a treaty of marriage between his iimfter 
king Henry and Margaret of Anjou, daughter of 
Reni^ titular king of Sicily, Naples, and Jeru- 
falem, and duke of Anjou, who, with all thefe 
pompous titles, was the pooreft prince in Europe. 
From his three kingdoms he derived not one far- 
thing of revenue ; and almoft all his hereditary 
eftates were in the hands of the Englifli, or mort- 
gaged to the duke of Burgundy (to whom he had 
been a prifoner) for his ranlbm. With this prin- 
cels, therefore, no fortune could be expefted. But 
that was not the worft ; for the king of France, her 
uncle, demanded and obtained a folemn engage- 
ment, that the king of England, in confideratioh 
of this marriage, Ihould furrendcr all the places he 
held in Anjou and Main to the duke of .Anjou, 
and his brother Charles, earl of Main, who was 
king Charles's favourite and prime minifter. As 
ibon as the earl of Suffolk had concluded this fatal 
contraft, he haftcned^into England to procure its 
ratification *°*. . " 

When this contrail (which had been contrived The con- 
by the cardinal of Winchcfter and the earl of Suf- ^^^^ ^,p- 

, , proved iQ 

folk, in order to have a queen in their intereft, and council- 
indebted to them for her elevation) was laid before 
the Engliih council, the earl, in ^ long ipeech, 
magnified the high hirth, the great beauty, and 
adniirable accomplilhments of the priacefs^ which^ 

«•« Hall, f. 6j. Stow, p^3«5, 384. 
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he raid, wete more valuable rfiah all the gold and 
filver in thfc woi-ld ; and reprefented further, that 
by her near relation to the king, queen, and prime 
minifter of t'rance, ihe would procure a fpeedy 
and honourable peace. The young king was at 
much pleafed, ais one of his monkifti charaAef 
could be, with the defcription given by the earl of 
the charms and endowments of his intended bride; 
The cardinal and his party in the council applauded 
this tranfaftion in the ftrongeft terms. In a word, 
it met with no oppofition but from the duke of 
Gloucefler, who plainly difcerned its tendency, 
and the dcfign of its promoters. That prince af- 
firmed, that the king was already folemnly con- 
trailed to a daughter of the earl of Armagnac, 
who, being now reftored to liis eftates, was ready 
to perform the conditions of the contrad : that by 
adliering to this engagement, which could not be 
violated without dilhonour, the king would obtain 
an amiable confort, an ample fortune, and a power- 
ful ally* But thefe objeAions were difregardedj 
and this oppofitio^ anfwered no other end but to 
inflame tlie refentment of Margaret againft the 
duke, and increafe her- attachment* to his ene- 



mies ''^. 



A.D.IH5* , StiU further toMlrengthen their party, the car^i 
m^wge. ^^^^^ ^^ Suffolk perfuaded the king, who was 
wholly under their direction, to confer additioftal 
honours on fqme of 'the moft powerful of the nd- 
bility. John Holland earl of Huntington, was 
flaade duke of Exeter j Humphrey earl of Stafford, 

tor Hall, r. 6$. * ' 
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duke of Buckingham 5 Henry dc Bcauchamp earl ^*'^- '^4^ 
of ^Warwick, duke of Warwick, and king of the ^ 
Iflc of Wight •**• ; the earl of Suffolk was created' 
marquis of Suflfblk, andieht, with a fplendid train' 
of k)rds and ladies, to conduft the future queen' 
into England, where, in an evil hour, fhe landed, 
April A. D. 1445, ^^ ^^s married to the king 
at Southwich, in Hampfliirc, on the 22d of that 
month, and crowned with great pomp, at Weft- 
minftcr. May 30 '**♦. 

The cardmal and Suffolk foon found, that the Charaacr 
queen they had chofen was admu-ably fitted for ^^^^ 
promoting the felfifh ambitious ends which they* 
had in view. By her beauty and addrefs, fhe 
gsdned an entire afcendant over her weak and 
duftUeJiufband. He ref^ed the reins of govern- 
ment into her hands 1 which fhe, being naturally 
bold^ adive, and ambidous, grafped with eager- 
ncfs. Knowing to whom fhe was indebted for her 
devadon^ ilie entered keenly into all their projefb, 
and adopted all their paf$Qns> particularly dieir^ 
hatred of Ae duke of Gloucefler. That prince at- 
tempted to efface thje unfavourable impreffions his 
i^ppofition to her marriage had made upon her. 
mind, by meeting her on her road to London with 
500 of his followers in one livery. But in vain : 
his deftrudion . was determined by Marg^et and 
her confidents '^'^ , 

The queen and her friends being now in the 2C-. A.d'.i*i«^/ 
nith of their power and popularityi; they procured ^^^^* 

■OS Rym. Feed. t. 11. p. 4.9. Dufi;dale*t Baron, vol. .i.pwt4S. 
165. >^ Hall, f, 66/'' Suiw, p. 3S4- PablaOf £. tot, 
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A.D. i^ 6om parliament a lapge fiipply> and the rqpeal of 
ipprovcd an a6k made in the reign of H-enry V.—" That oa 
by p*'- <« peace flxould be tKi^ with the dauphin of 
**"*"^' " France, without thc-aflcnt of the three eftates in 
« parliament •'^." Encoiv^d by this fucccls, the 
marquis of SuflFolk ipadCj a long and pompoui 
harangue in the houfe of peers, Junp 22, A. D% 
1446, extolling his own wilUom, zeal, and fuccefs, 
in negotiating the truce with France, and the king's 
marriage, and requefting their approbation of his 
conduit in thefe weigjity affairs ; which was granted. 
On, t^ day after he made a fimilar harangue and 
' requf ft in . tl^e l^ufe of commons -, and, on the 
a4th,/WiliiamB!ur^hly, their fpcaker, attended by 
nfiany cfth^ metin^rsi vfent up to. the hqufc of 
pq^r$, wh^e. the_ ki*g wa^. feated.qn his throne, 
apd, i|i the n^me of thfi comrpons of Ertg^fu*!, de- 
fired the.cftacorrenqa qf the lords in pejitioning the; 
king to. reward the marquis of SuffbUk fix: his mcr 
ritori^s ltacvice&. This was granted; aQd all the 
mcaibei;^.of both hqu&s, on their knees, pre&nted 
the peamifLto the kii^ which was gracioufly re^ 
cearedi and ^ourably anlwered*^^ How different 
, )A a few 5?€ars^ after, were the fentiments of parlist^ 
jiknt on dieii fubjeftfe. 
A. D. 1447. Thte^ecn> the cardinal, and Suflfolki thiiddf^ 
Detth of tkey might now attempt and execute any thing with 
tt^^ impunity, determined to rid themfelves of dieu^ 
•J6|/^ ;! mbft foirffiidable adverfary, the duke of Gloiiccfter. 
The laKpaiilamcnt had been fo obfequious, that 
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they feem to have imagined they could procure his ^'^y'if^: 

kgai condemnation. With this view a parliament 

^as fomittoned to m^et at St. Edmimdfbtiry, Fe- 

bniary lo. A.- D. 1447. The duke, dreading no 

cknger^ ci«i€f fr<3m his caftli tff the DevJzeSj with 

a fmall nHfiSue^ to tire place appointed! - At thfe 

opening of i!he; parliament every thinjg WaS ti^klftfifted 

ia the ufiial fomi, and nothing appearcH to excite 

f^^icioo. But on die next day the lord Bekumont, 

conilable of England, attended by the duke of 

Buddflgham, and feveral other peers of Suffolk's 

party, aif^ffed and imprifoned the duke of Glou- 

ceftcr, ifi^zmg aC the fame time all his attendants, 

and comimiktmg them to-diflSsi-cnt prilbns. The 

courtiers gave buty that the duke had 'formed a 

conipiracy to kilt the king, aiid place himfelf on 

the thmnej to deliver' his duchefs from prifon, and 

make iter que^ of> Etigland ; and diat he '\^ to^ 

be inimediately.bfoai^ir.to. trial for high treaibn*) 

But finding tfaatthis improbable tale, of whicH'they^ 

could produce: no' dvidenfie>:imct with: no ^credit, 

they changedj their plan,, ancl. refolved to dilpatjch, 

liun privat3cl/,rTather than bring him to a piU)lic 

triaL AccoidJngLy, fome time after his commit* 

men^ ht wa$ one. morning found dead in hisbed, 

though he hxA- been in perfeft health on the prc- 

cediag: evewngi. His deadnbody> which had no 

noarks of violence upon it, :'was fexpofed to the view 

of the^^wlitenent jand of the people, to pcrfuade 

thenoL-tfaattie had died;.a. natural death. But in this 

they had but litde fuccefs ; for though the feveral 

reports that .w^re circulated coiicerning'the manner 

, ' K'2 * of 
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A.D. i44> of his ckath were probably no better dian mere 
conjedhires, it was tmiverfaJly believed chat he had 
fallen a vi&im to the nudice and cnielty of his 
three capital enoBies^ who on that account became 
the objefts of pubHc hatred*^. One of the nnofl: 
inveterate of thefe eneniies, the rich^ cunning, and 
ambitious cardinal of Winchefter, did not long 
furvive.him, dying, April u, in great horror, and 
bitterly reproaching his riches, becaufe they could* 
not prolong his life ""'. 

The queen After the death of the dufe: of GlouctJfter and 
the cardinal of Winchcfter, the marquis of Suffolk 
became t;he fole minifter of ftate, and great fa- 
vourite q( the queen* To fdence the clamours of 
the people againft Sufiblk, for the furrcnder of 
Anjou ?ind Main, in-cortfequeice of .the queen's, 
concraft of m^agfe, which he .had negotiated, the: 
king iflued a proclamation, June 1 8, declaring his 
entire. approbation ofhis.cohduft inthat tranfac- 
tion"^: a Ihallow de\dcc^ which could have little 
or TBDf^cffbft; The queen land her fevouritc were 
ftill more fcverely cenliircd by the public, for the 
murder of the duke of Glouceftcr; and die method 
they took to free diemfelw^ from thofe cenlures, 
had a tendency to confirm them. Several of the 
duke's friends and followers were tried before the 
marquis of Suffolk, and fome other commiffloner^ 
of his party, and found guiky {v^pon little or no 
evidence) of the hig^eft fpeclcs <k high treaibn, a 
confpiracy to kill the king, and place the duke of 

»"« Ha!I, f. 69. Stow, p. 386. Continuaitio Hift. CroyUp. 511. 
■«9 Hall, f. 70. "o Rym. Fosd. torn. xi. p. 17*. 

Olou- 



Digitized by 



Google 



.».!.$ 5- CIVIL AND MILITARY. 133 

Gloucefter on the throne. But Suffolk, finding a -i^. 5447 
that he had gone too far, and that the execution of ^' "''" ^ 
€0 many gentlemen, who were univerfally believeij 
to be innocent, would greatly inflame the public 
hatred againft him, procured them a pardon; for 
which he could invent no better reafon than this, 
** That the king, from his cradle, had a Angular 
"• v^eration for the glorious and immaculate Vir- 
" gin Mary, the mother of God;" and becaufc 
the feaft of her Aflumption was near at hand, he 
pardoned thofe gentlemen, who, with many others, 
had conipired to deprive him of his crown and 
life'". This ridiculous reafon convinced all the 
world of their innocence, and of the guilt of thofe 
who had firft condemned them, and afterwards pro- 
cured their pardon. The indecent hafte and rapa- 
city with which the queen and Suffolk feized on 
the great cftates of the duke of Gloucefter, or.be- 
ftowed them on their creatures, rendered them juftly 
and completely odious"*. 

Though Richard duke of York, on his return The duke 
from France, after the conclufion of the late truce, aL^/^o 
had his condudt as regent of France approved by the crown, 
the king and council, and received a new commiffion 
of regency for five year? longer ; the queen and 
Suffolk, fufpe£ling that he would obftruft the fur- 
render of Anjou and Main, deprivcd.him erf" that 
high office, and beftowed it on Edmund duke of 
3omerfet"': an injury of which they ibon had 
reafon to repent. For the duke of York, irriuted 

>i« Rym. Feed. t. ii, p. 17$, «« 14. ibid. p» 155^ iS^^* 
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at this affront, and cncouragpd by the wcaknds of 
the king, and the miftronduft of the queen and Sirf- 
folk, began to. caft his eyes upon the crown, em- 
ploying emiffaries in all parts of the kingdom to 
explain his right, extol his merits, and reprefent the 
jieceffity of a revolution in his favour. This had a 
great effe6t,.and foon produced thofe bloody wars, 
between the houfes of York and Lancafter, which 
brought England to the brink of ruin. 

The king of France did not forget to demand 
the furrender of the provinces of Anjou and Main, 
as ftipulatcd in the marriage-contradb of the queen 
of England ; and that demand was one caufe of 
thofe calamities that were crowded into the fubfc- 
quent years of this unhappy reign. For though the 
queen and her favourite Suffolk were fufEciently 
difpofed to furrender thofe provinces, the people of 
England loudly exclaimed againfl it; and the Eng- 
lifli troops, which had them in their pofTeffion, were 
very unwiUing to give them up -, and fome of them 
obftinately refufed to do it^ till they were com- 
pelled by force "\ 

When thefe troops (particularly the garrifbn of 
Mans, which had been moft refraftory) arrived in 
Norrnandy, diey met with a very cold reception, 
and could obtain no cftablifhment; which induced 
s^x)ut 2500 of them^ commanded by fir Francis 
Suricnne, a Ibldier of fortune, late governor of 
Mans, to fcize the rich trading town of Fougiers 
jn Britanoy, and to procure fubfiftence ^y plunder- 
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ing the lurrounding country. The duke of Bri- ^^- >44S» 
tanny, juftly enraged at this infraftion of the truce, '^^^ 
in which he was included as an ally and vaflal of 
the king of France, demanded reparation of the 
injury fix>m the duke of Somerfet, who returned a 
loft anfwer, promifing reparation. But as this 
was not immediately performed, the duke of Bri- 
tanny carried his complaints to the king of France;. 
who demanded immediate fatisfadtion, in a moft 
peremptory tone ; and that this might not be ealily 
given, he eftimated the damages fuftained by the 
duke of Britanny at 1,600,000 crowns. The duke 
of Somerlet, wifhing to avoid a rupture, for which 
he was not prepared, propofed a conference, in 
order to an agreement. A conference was accord- 
higly held at Loiiviers j but broke up without any 
accommodation "*. 

King Charles, having fpent feveral years in' a. d. 1449. 
making preparations for war, was now in perfcfl: Jj^^-^^ 
readinefi, and invaded Normandy, in July and mandy. 
Auguft, with four different armies. It would be 
equally tedious and perplexing to trace thefe fe- 
veral armies in their progrels. It is fufficient to 
faiy, that it was very rapid, and that they met with 
very little refiftance. The fortifications of the towns 
and caftles were in bad repair ; they were not pro- 
perly ftored with provifions, arms, and ammuni- 
tion; the garrifons were ill paid, and worfe dif- 
ciplined 5 and the inhabitants were violently difaC» 
fefted to the Englifh government. Some go-» 

»»5 Monftrelct, torn. 3. f. 7. Hal), f. 70. 
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A^ 1449- vcrnors were abfent ; others were foreigners, and 
foldier? of fortune, and cither changed fides, or 
fold the places which they commanded to die enemy. 
In a word, the far greateft part both of Upper and 
Lower Normandy changed matters in lefs than 
four months ; the duke of Somerfet remaining all 
that time at Roueuj in a kind of political ftupor, 
without increafing the garrifon, repairing the 
works, laying in provifions, or doing any thing 
to enable him to refift the approaching ftorm. 
Charles, encouraged by his own furprifing fuccefs, 
and the ftrangc infatuation of his enemies, inveftcd 
that capital, in the beginning of Oftober, with an 
army of 50,000 men. The Englifh garrifon con- 
fitted of about 2000 ; a force quite inadequate to 
the defejice of fo great a city, efpccially as the ci- 
tizens were as hoftile as the befiegers. For after 
they had failed in an attempt to betray the place to 
the enemy, they took up arms, drove the duke of 
. Somerfet, with a great part of the garrifon, into the 
palace, and compelled him tp confent to a moft 
diflionourable capitulation ; by which he not only 
furrendcred Rouen, but alfo Arques, Caudbec, 
Tankerville, Tlfle-Bonne, HonBeur, and Mon- 
fter-Villiers, on condition that he and the Englilfe 
garrifon (houldbe allowed to go where they pleafcd; 
• leaving the brave Talbot earl of Shrewtt)ury, and 
feveral young noblemen, hoftages, till all the towns 
were given up. All thefe towns were accordingly 
"evacuated, except Honfleur, which was befieged 
and taken, February 18, A. D. 1450 "*. The 

»?* Monftrelct, f. S— a6. Htll, f. 7^. 
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French, very wifely refolving to profecute their a.d.i449^ 
gxxl fortune, and to give the Englifh no time to . 
recover from their ^confternation, carried on the 
war through the winter, the next fpring, and fum- 
mer, without intermiffion, till they had driven their 
enemies entirely out of Normandy. Cherburg, 
the laft town they held in that country, furrendered, 
Auguft 12, A. D. 1450 "^ Thus, in one cam- 
pagn, and almoft without a ftruggle, the Eng- 
lilh loft the large, fertile, and populous province of 
Normandy, containing above 100 fortified towns, 
and that only a few years after they had a probable 
profpeft of fubduing the whole kingdom of France. 
So precarious is the profperity of nations, as well 
as of particular perfons, and fo much doth it de- 
pend (under Providence) on the, wifdom, virtue, 
and valour, of thofc who have the admbiftration 
of their affairs. 

The lofs of Normandy, and of feveral places in a-d.i^s©. 
Guienne; an infurreftion in Ireland, to quell which 
the duke of York had been fent; together with the 
oppreffions committed in the internal government 
of the kingdom, had greatly increafed the difcon- 
tent, and inflamed the rage of the people of Eng- 
land againft the queen and her favourite (who had 
lately been created duke of Suffolk), to whom all 
thcfe lofles and oppreffions were imputed"*. Thefc 
difcontents foon broke out into a6bs of violence and 
rebellion. In die beginning of this year, January 9, 
^Adam Mdyns, biftiop of Chichefter, and keeper 

■*7 Monftrdet, tom. 3. f. x6y &c. 
*** I^ym* Feed. torn. ii. p. s68. 
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A. D. 1450. of the privy ftal, a creatureof the duke of Suffolk, 
was murdered by the populace at Portfinouth "•. 
William Afcough, bilhop of Sali/bury, another 
of the duke*s agents, foon after fhared the lame 
fate '*®. One Thomas Thany, a fiiller, nicknamed 
Blue-beard, excited an infurredion in Kent, which 
was foon fuppreffed, and Thany, with Ibme others, 
were executed at Canterbury, 9th February'**. 
Trial of -^ parliament had been fummoned laft year, but 
Ae duke had been fevcral times prorogued, without doing 
any bufinefs. It met at Weftminfter, January 22, 
this year; and on the 28th of that month, the 
ipeaker and members of the houfe of commons, 
appeared in the houfe of lords, and accufed the 
diike of Suflfolk of high treafon, and, in particu- 
lar, that he had fold this kingdom to the French ; 
on which the duke was committed to the towen 
On February 7, the chancellor and the ipeaker 
gave to the king in parliament a formal accuiation 
of the duke, confifting of nine articles ; and on 
the 9th of March, the commons, by their ipeaker, 
exhibited a further accufation of high crimes and 
mifdemeanours, containing iixtcen articles. On 
the 17 th of that month, the duke being brought 
into the houfe of lords, ' the king feated on the 
throne, the chancellor aiked him, how he would be . 
tried i to which, profeiling his innocence, he re- 
plied, that he referred himfelf entirely to the king's 
award. Upon this, the chancellor, by the king's 
command, without confulting the peers, pronounced 

"9 Stow, p. 387. «»« Cou^inuaiio HiitCrogrland* p. sas- 
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\spon him a (entence of baniflimcnt from all the ai^-'45o- 
king's dominions^ for five years***. This irregular ^^' 
mode of proceeding was adopted, to preferve ^e 
duke from being found guilty of high treafon by 
his peers } which would have been the confequencc 
of a regular trial, 

Suffolk, being fully convinced that he could not Death of 
be fafe in England, where he was univerfally hated, ^ 
made haftc to go into banilhment, and embarked 
at Ipfwich, May 3. But his enemies, who had 
watched all his motions, determined that he Ihould 
not efcape. He was overtaken at fea by a fhip be- 
longing to the duke of Exeter, called the Nicolas 
of the Tower, whofe captain boarded the duke's 
fliip, feized his perfon, brought him back to Dover,^ 
ftruck off his head on the fide of a cock-boat, and 
left his mangled remains upon the beach "\ In 
this ignominious manner perifhed William de la 
Pole, duke of Suffolk, who was- certainly one of 
the moll daring, corrupt, and pernicious minifters 
that ever managed the aflfairs of England. 

The queen, equally enraged and grieved at the J. Cadc'« 
death of her favourite, breathed nothing but re- 
venge, efpecially againft the people of Kent; which 
excited a fecond infurredion in that county, far 
more formidable than the fiWl. It was headed by 
an artful bold adventurer, whofe real name was 
John Cade ; but he aflTumed the name of John 
Mortimer, to entice the friends of that family, 

«*» Parliament. Hift. vol. a.p, 455—159. Hall, f. 75^-76. 
?»} ContiDuatioHift.Croy1and,p.525. Hall, f. 76. Stow, p. 388, 
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A. D. 1450. and thofc who favoured the title of the duke of 
York, to join him. Some hiftorians affirm^ that 
he was fet to work by that prince, who was then in 
Ireland, in order to difcover the fcnciments of the 
people of England concerning his title to the crown ■**. 
But of this there is not fufRcient evidence. Cade, 
having coUeftcd a confiderable number of the com- 
mon people, by fpccious promifes of reforming dl 
abufes, which procured him the name of John 
jimend-ally marched towards London, and encamped 
on Blackheath, June i. From thence the infur- 
gents fcnt two addrefles to the king and council, 
the one in tided,— T^i^^ complaints of the cor^mons of 
Kent, and caujes of the ajfemhly en the Blackheath^ 
. the other, — ^he requejis of the captain of the great 
ajfembly in Kent. Thefe addrefles were artfufly 
drawn, profefTing the greateft attacliment to the 
perfon andi government of the king ; requefting 
the redrefs of certain great and real grievances, the 
puniflimeht of certain evil counfellors, who had op- 
prefled the people at home and loft the king's 
dominions abroad; and that the king would govern, 
by the advice of the dukes of York, Exeter, Buck- 
ingham, and Norfolk, and the well-afFc6ted ba- 
rons of the kingdom'*'. As feveral of the per- 
fons marked out for deftruftion were members of 
the council, thefe addrefles were rejefted, and a 
refolution formed to fubdue the infurgents by 
force. An army of about 15,000 men was raifcd, 
and marched againft the infijrgcnts, who retired to 

«»4 Hall, f. 77. Z*^ Stow, p. 390, 391. 
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the woody country about Serenoaks^ on 'ivhich a^omt^. 
fir Humphrey Stafford was fent with a body of ^'^ 
troops in purfuit of tte fugitives. He overtook 
and engaged them near Sevenoaks; but he and his 
bfocher were both killed, and his troops de- 
feated'^. 

Cade and his followers, greatly elated by this Comi. 
vidory, returned to their former ftation on Black- 
heath, June 19. This affair was now become 
Tcry faious and alarming. Not only the common- 
people in general, but many perfons of rank and 
fortune, favoured the revolters ; and even the vaf- • 
fals of the court lords difcovered an unwillingnefs, 
to fight againft them. In thefe circumftancei^, le- 
nient meafures were adopted; and the archbifliop 
of Cahterbury and the duke of Buckingham wdre 
fent to treat with them. Cade, in a long cOnfei*- 
ence with thefe ambafladors, ^ behaved with equal ' 
decency and firmnefs; treating them with much 
refpcft, but refofing to lay down his arms, till the * 
requifitions in his addrefs were granted.; On the 
return of thefe meflengers, the lord Say, who was 
moft obnoxious to the inlurgents, was conunitted 
to prifon; and the court, not daring to truft to the 
proteftion of the army, retired to Kenilworth caftle, 
leaving the lord Scales with a fuflicicnt garrifon in 
the tower of London. Cade, with his followers, 
came to Southwark, July i j and, after fome hefi- 
tation, were admitted into London. There they 
feized, and, without any trial, beheaded the lord 

'*• SiQWf p. 390, 391, 
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A.D.iy/ SAfini Scale, lace high treaforer bf Efi^nd> and 
his fon-in-law fir James Gromer, IhcriflF of Kent. 
For a few days they beliavod tolerably well; but 
being perfoos of low birch and indigett circtiiti- 
ftancesi they could not lc[ng behold grwt weakh 
within their reach, without feizing fomc of it, rf. 
y/ttmh thtir leader fee thena an . eacajm^lci This 
alarmed ther more opulent citizens^ who, with tbe. 
aiiiftajice of the brd Scales, drove the plunderen. 
out of die city, July 5. They attempted nextdny- 
t6 break in by the bridge ^ but aftdr a long and- 
bloody ftruggle^ they -were* obliged tadefift, and 
agree to a Ihort truce. The archbiihops of Can- 
terbuxy and York,, who refided in the tower, being, 
i^fbnned by their igies^ that they were much dU{H- 
rited by dieir laterepuUe, cauibd a pardon under 
the great feal to be. 'proclaimed in South wark, to 
all who immediately departed to their own homes* 
This well-timed proclamation produced a wonder-^ 
ful eflfeft. In a few hours dut army> lately fo 
formidable, dilappeared. Cade, finding himfelf 
thus abandoned,, put his booty on board a barge, 
and feat it to Rochefter, and proceeded by land 
with a few attendants ; but being denied admir-^ 
tancc into Queenborough' cattle, he dilixiifled all 
his: followers, and put on a difguife. . A proclama- 
tion was immediately puUiflied, offering a reward 
of 1000 marks to any who brought him in, dead 
or alive. He was difcovered lurking in a garden 
ai Hptbfield in Suffex, by Alexander Eden^ a gen- 
tleman of Kent, and, making fome refiftance, was 
killed, and his body brougjit to London "^. Thus 

"7 Stowj p. 391, 3^2, Rym. Fad. torn. ii« p. %75. 
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eoded an infuiirpfUon which;, ^in4er- a^ losidj^qf^ a^ik^^o j. 
higher rank and greater honpurj rn^ht have pro-» " ~^ 
duced a involution. > ^ 

About this time Edmund duke^f 'Sopnerfet w-' Duke of 
turned into England (having loft Normand|rT ^^^"[lo 
and all die territcH-i^s of the^ EngMfk in the north* England. 
qC France, cxcept-Calais), and tbok poflelTion of 
chat'place> in the favour of die queen and hatredF 
of the nation, which had been fifled by the lat6 
drfte of SuflTolk: ah unforttin^e drramftatiW, 
whlc^-prdonged the difcontents of the pcopfei 2fttd 
die confifions of the country. ^ 

' X^hile England was a fcene of the moft violent a. 0.1451, 
&£tion and difcord; the French were enaployed iii J^n^h le- 
conqt^eriiig. Guienqe,, and the En^ifh territories in cover 
the fouth of France, which they would not havc^ ^^^* 
attempted in other circumftafices ; and, to their, 
own furprife, they, made this conqueft with greater 
eale, and in alhorter time, thaq that ofNokr- 
mandy. For though the people of , the prinqipaK- 
lity of AquitainQ dreaded falling under the dotiiin 
nion of the French,/ and were warmly attach,ed tgr 
th/^ Engjlilh, government, under which they ancj 
, their anoeftors hadlive4 happily about 300 years^ 
ytjt, knowing the ditoaded ftate.of Englanc^ aat^ 
tb^t they could not expert any effeftual prote<Stioiv 
^m. thence, the, f^ greatefl pa?t of thc.nobil^t^: 
fubmitted. without refiftanccj . in oixjer to. pref^r^j*, 
tt)C^ honours aocj eftates; a^.many of thcforUTj 

to.th/& French, trcjopp ^ foon as. tfieg^^pppii^^.^ ylt. 

would be tedious to attend the jgrogrcfs oF the' 

5r^,ch armies^ in TtiJikmig thikcdncJUeft, It is fuf- 

' '' I ficient 
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A.at45i> ficxcht to fay, that riicy met with little oppofidon, 
except from jtbc city of BourdeavKj and tiiat this 
conqueft was completed by taking pof&ffion of 
' Bftyoiine (the'^laft place held by the Englifh), 
ij^th Auguft A. D. 1451""'. In this manner^ 
: ^4 in fo (hom.a time, not only all the conquefts of 
Henry V. but aUb all the hereditary dominicxis of 
1^ kings of England on the continent, were ML 
The truth is, that as the conquefts of Henry V.. 
were chiefly owing to the violent fadions which then 
prevailed in France, fo the lols of thefe conqu^^ 
and other dominions, was alfo chiefly owijag to die 
no lefe violent factions which at this time prevailed 
in England. So true it is, that a kingdom divided 
againft itfelf cannot Jiand. 
A. D. 145s. About this time, Richard duke of York rcr 
Doke of turned from Ireland, after he had quieted the com- 
tekeiup niotions, and gained the hearts of the people of 
armti. that kingdom, by his mild and prudent condufk. 
The attempts that had been made to prevent his 
landing in England, lefi: him no room to doubt of 
the hoftile difpofitions of the court, and made him 
hold frequent conferences with his friends about 
his future operations. By their advice, he raifed 
an army in Wales, where the intereft of the Mor- 
timer family was greateft, and marched with it to- 
wards London; giving out, that his only intention 
in taking up arms, was to redrefs the grievances of 
die nation, and bring the authors of thofe grievances, 
particularly the duke of Somerfet, to juftice. When 
he approached the city, he was informed that the 
gates would be fliut againft him; on which he 

1*8 Monftrdct, torn. $• f. ^»— 40* 
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psfled the Thamcsat KingftoHy aad encamped on a.p>H5<> 
Burnt-heath, near Dartford'*%^ ^ ^ ^ 

In the mean time, the qtiecn and the duke of h« >• «**- 
Someriet, with thq afliftance of the lords who ^ * 
adhered to the court, rafied an army, with whdch 
cfaey marched towards dieir enemies, and encamped 
on Blackheadu Whep the two armies hty m thii 
pofture, the king fent two biAibps and two lords 
to the duke of York, to ddoiand the rcaibn. of his 
ai^>earing in «rm8* His aniwer was the fame widi 
his declarations, to die public : td which he added^ 
^ That as loon as the duke of Somerfet was con* 
** fined, in order to liis triali he would diA)and 
^ his army, and attend the king as his moft humbld 
« and loyal Ibbjcft." This pwfpofal was agreed 
to; the duke of Somerfet i*as confined, or rather 
Confined himfelf ; the duke of York di/banded his 
army, and w^ted on the king in his tent, March i. 
But how great was his fuiprife, when he faw his 
capital enemy (whom he believed to be confined), 
in the royat prefence, at ftdl liberty? Though he 
perceived that he was eufnared, and in the hands 
of his enemies, he 'could not reitrmn his indigna- 
tion, but boiiUyiaccbfed Sbmcrfet of high llfeSfon, 
who retorted thv accu&tibn^ with equal boyMfs. 
As fbon as the eduke of-lfork left the- royal t^t, 
h» watf arrefted; and condti^tod tq IjotKlon '^' 

When Henry rcramedto-Wcftminfter, he caltei l^."^^'""^^ 
a great council of 'die (iicjnifly, to confider.die 
nmtiial acctl&tions of the two.duk^s. . TJk) duke 
of Somerfet,. who .was latt^fiiH.lib^oty, and^iolihci 

"9 Stow, p. 393. Hall, {. U. «lo Id. ibid. 
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^1^^ hi^eft favour, carndMy inlifted, that the duke of 

york fhould be condemn^, and executed as a 

trastor> all his eftases confifcatcd, and all his family 

fei^ed, as the only means of prefervii^ the ki^ 

and all the hou& of Lancafter firom deftnidioft* 

But this meafure aj^aitd too violent> in iim 

preienK temper of the nation, to many of his own 

party f and ievcrai inddeiKs occurred* yAiidk pro* 

venGoi its being carried into execution. A rtpon 

prevailed^ that Edward earl of March, die duke'm 

ekleft.fbn5 at the Ixad of an army, was on his way 

to London, to refcue his fether. At the &ine 

ttme, coituxttflioodrs arrived at court from the ao* 

bilky of Gttienne, and thfc cidzens of Bourdeaux, 

^preienting the ear neft defire of the people of that 

Hoiintry to return to th«ir obedience m Engjbnd, 

w^ praying £of a fieet and ^nny to aflift them to 

(hake oflF the French yok^. The cj^ism and Somer- 

k^ knovfkig th^ the ^ of that country had 

made them the ob^fts of public hatred, eameftly 

d^CifodtQ. recover i(ji in order to regain the £ivour 

^ ikt j?»pte* T^ they coiW not do> if they 

e^fotime^ ihcir de%n agaidft the duke <^ York. 

TMj re folved tUerefom to (et his perfon fi'ee> but 

tp bUd hit: confcieiice by the ftronge^t ties« He 

wa^ chrfiad lo St Paul's churchy where, in the 

prtfenttrof many prelat^^ k>rdi^ and others^ he 

&om upbrt thercrois, that he would never take up 

anins againft the . kk^ on :any pretence^ Being 

then. liberated, he retired tt> his caftle'of Wigmorc 

la Herefindjfhioe^ and lived feriomc qme in great 

. ; privacy. 
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privwify waiting an opportunity to revenge his ai>*«4s»« 
Wrongs and aflert his rights '". .^ ^" 

This internal commotion being thus (|uicted, a Attempt 
commiflion was granted to the famous Talbot earl g ^<^^ 
of Shrewfbury, to raife a body of troops for the . *** *' 
aid of the people of Guienne, according to their 
requcft. Though this venerable warrior was now 
In the 80th year of his age, he executed this com- 
miflion with all the fpirit and activity of youth 1 
and when the army was ready to embark, he was 
conftituted the king's lieutenant b Aquitaine^ 
with very ample powers, September a'**. He 
Janded, Oftober 17, wiA about 4000 men, in 
die Ifle of Medoc, near Bourdeaux; and being 
joined by L'Efpare, the moft confiden^le perfon 
in thofe parts, that fmall territory immedbitely 
fubmittcd. The citizens of Bourdeau^i lent mcf- 
fengcrs to him with great fecrecy, invidng him to 
advance, and promifing to admit his army at oiie 
of die gates which was in their pofifeffion. He ac« 
cording entered the cicy> O£tober ^3, without: 
oppofitioh, and made the French garrifim prifon^ 
ers^^ Hairing remained there about three weeks, 
to ifecure di^t important conqueft, and refrelh his 
troops ; and having received a reinfercement of 
4000 ni«n, commanded by his foi% th^lord Lifl^ * 
with a (teec of eighty fhips k>aded with proviTions^ 
he marched out> and in a very fhort time reduced 
all die Boordebis, and foitie places iirf^erige^d *'^ 

J ; 

n« Stovr, p. 395, Hallj f. »i, 8». ,.. . ., 

*J* Ry'm. Foed. torn, it, p. 3x3. *^ ' 

m MmfiftreUt, torn. s.^#.4tv ^*^ Uif^^dA^Mf. * - ^ 
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^P'«4$3; When Charles VIL king of France received 
Talbot ~^ intelligence of this revolution, he was at the head 
^{'lof of an army) which he had raifed againft his fon tte 
bbry kiiu dauphin^ and thfi duke of Savoy; and he imme- 
^- diately detached a body of troops to the afliftance 

c^the earl of Ckrmont, his lieutenant in Guienn^ 
and prepared to follow them with his whole anny. 
As foon as that army arrived, the tide of fuccds 
began to turn. The French took Chalais, and in* 
vefted Caftillon, a place of great ftrengdi and im- 
portance^ July 13. Apprehending that the Eng^ 
would attempt to raife the fiege> they fortified their 
camp, planting a numerous artillery on its ram- 
parts. The earl of Shrewfbury, with his fon the 
lord Li4e> immediately nurched from Bourdeaux 
towards. Caftillon, at the head of 1000 men at 
arms, and 5000 archers. When they aj^iroached 
the French camp, they.^^were aftpnilhed at its 
ftrcngdi.. The men at^arms difinounted; and the 
l>rave .Ta}bQr> riding pa a poi>y> being, fit)m his 
V^i^ ag^f unnble ta walk|> em^ouraged his ntien, and 
commanded the'aflravlt.t.;The coaflia.iws fierce 
and bkm^} and thou^ the ememy's arci^ery made 
great havoc among the jEnghJh, they broke Into 
jhe camp#i*)d,th^ Erciigh began t^ tec^ilj when 
a frdh hbdy q[ Brliotti advanced to tht chai^, 
and changed the fortune of the day. TaBH>t was 
wounded in the begiiming of the ai^on; and iU>out 
an J^oui: after, . his horfc .was4dlkd by n cannon- 
ball, and he was thrown on the ground. In this 
extremity, he eameftly injured his fon, lord Liflc, 
to reftfjSj ifod lave himfelf for the future fetvice of 
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fcis country. But that young nobleman chofe ^-P-'^sst 
rather to die ^th^ than to dcfert his renowned ^ ^^ 
father: they were both flainj and the Englifh fled, 
kaving about 1000 of their nuaiber dead on the 
field of battle, July 23'". 

After the defeat of the Englifh at Caftillon, the Bour- 
French met with Dtde oppofition till they reached ^^"^^ 
Bourdeaux, which they inv^ed with a powerful 
army, Auguft i. The king, attended by the 
princes of the blood, and a numerous train of 
nobles, commanded at this fiege, and puflied it with 
great vigour 5 and the place was no lefs vigoroufly 
defended, by a garrifon of 4000 Englifh, and 6000 
citizens and people of the country. But at length, 
having no profpeft of relief, and their provifions 
b^inning to fail, they furrendered the city, Ofto- 
ber 17 i and the Englifh were permitted to depart 
with all their goods***. Thus were thefe very 
valuable territories in the fouth of France, con- 
taining 4 archbifhoprics, 24 bifhoprics, 15 earl- 
doms, 202 baronies, totally and finally lofl; by 
which the revenues of the crown were diminifhed, 
the national character d^aded, and many perfons 
who poflefTed great eftates and offices in thofe coun- 
tries ruined. 

When the difcontents occafioned by thefe lofTes Birth of 
-were at the highefl, the queen was delivered of a J^^,*^**' 
fon (at Weftminfter, Oftober 13), who was named 
Edward'". . That princefs was at this time fo unr 

1^ Monftrekt, torn. 3. f. 57. HaU> f. 84. 

*i^ Monftrelet, tpia. 3. f. 5S, 59. >i7 Stow, p. 3,96* 
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A.p. 1453* popnlar, that many dcfematory talcs conoemiiigf 
her were propagated, and generally believed : bu^ 
they do not merit a place in Hiftory. Soqn after 
the delivery of the queen> the king fell jnto a lin- 
gering diilemper, which greatly debilitated bodi 
his body and mind, and rendered him unfit for 
any bufinefs '^'. This, w\%h the general ^nd violen? 
hatred of the people againft the qiieen and her ft- 
vourite the duke of Somerlct, threw the court ]ntq 
great confufion and perplexity. 
A. D. 1454. Encouraged by thefe circumftances, the duke of 
Y^k °^ York emerged fronri his retirement, and came tq 
tcaor. London, attended by fome of the mqft powerfiil 
lords of his party, particularly Richard Nevilc earl 
of Salifbury, and his fon of the faipe nanne, earl of 
Warwick, the moft potent and popular noblemen 
in the kingdom. The courtiers, alarmed at the 
arrival of thefe great rnen, with nun^erous retinues, 
in the capital, advifed the queen to admit the duke 
of York, the earls of Salifbury and Warwick, with 
fome others of their party, into the council, to allay 
the ferment in the nation, and prevent a civil war. 
Thefe noblemen being accordingly admitted, foon 
becaiTK predorninant. The duke of Somerfet wa$ 
feized in the queen's chamber, and committed 
to the Tower **'. The duke of York was ap- 
pointed to hold a parliament, which was to meet at 
Weftminfter, February 14, by a commiflion undo* 
the great feal, dated February 13 '**. An accufa- 
tion againft the duke of Somerfet was prefented tci 



»li Kym. Feed. t<mi\ it. p. 347. «I9 Hall, f, 85. 

140 Kjm.Pgedi toui, ix« p. 344. 
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(die houft 9(pWh but not profecutcd, wWdi >;«»$ f-P '♦54> 
probaidy owing fo the (honnefs of the leffion aad '^'"^'^"^ 
mukiplkjcy of bufincis ^^\ Cardinal John Kemp^ 
ardit^op of Canterbury and chancellor of £ng- 
iand> having died in the mean time^ a deputation 
was (cot from the houfe of lords to the king at 
Windfi>r> to know his pkafure concerning the per- 
sons ^dio were to fill thefe two high offices. The 
deputies on their return reported to the houfe, 
March 25, ** That they had been to wait on the 
^* king at Windfor ; and after dirce feveral repairs 
^* thither, and eamefl folicitations to ipeak with 
^* the king, they could by no means have 'any 
** aniwer, or token of anfwer, being only told th^e 
<* king was fick." The parliament (in which the 
York party prevailed) having fufficient evidence 
of the king's incapacity for government, made an ' 
^ appointing Richard duke of York proteftor of 
the kingdom during the king's pleafure, or till 
prince Edward came to years of difcretion ; and 
this aft was confirmed by a commifiion under the 
great feal, April 3 '*\ At the fame time the earl 
of Salifbury, the chief confident of the duke of 
York, was made chancellor***. The duke of 
Somcrfct was deprived of the government of Calais, 
which was granted to the duke of York, July 28, 
for feven years, widi a power to appoint all his 
officers •^. 

As long as the king continued ill and incapable A.D.t45> 
pf bufmefe, and the duke of Somerfet a prifoncr Ywk^» 

privcd of 
«4i Stow, p. 397. «4* Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p. 346. the pro* 

IM Id. ibiJ. p. 345. >44 I(L ibid« p, 351. tcavdhip. 
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Firft bat- 
tle of St. 
Albans. 



in the Tower, the quoen wis a>iiftraitied to remauk 
quiet, and allow the doke of Yo^ to manage all 
i^airs, as protedor of the kingdom. This ftcaw 
to have lulled that prince afleep, and to have made 
him im^;ine he was in no danger of lofing hts 
power. But he was. foon undeceived : for liie king 
having recovered his health in ibnne meafure, about 
the beginning of this year, at the inftigation of 
the queen, revoked the duke of York's comnni/fion 
of pfotedor, and took the reins of governnnent inco 
kiJ own hands, or rather put them into the hands 
of his aftive ambitious confbrt. One of the firft 
efFgfts of this revolution, was the deliverance of 
the duke of Sdmerfet from his confinement in the 
Tower of London, February 5 '*'. 

The animofity between the dukes of York and 
Somerfet was now become fo violent, that it 
threatened the kingdom with an immediate civil 
war. To prevent this, feveral great men intcr- 
pofed, and prevailed upon the two enraged dukes, 
on March 4, to fubmit the determination of all 
their difputes to certain arbitrators, mutually 
chofen, who were to give in their verdid before 
June 20 '**. But this pacific fcheme proved abor- 
tive, and this quarrel was fooner decided in ano- 
ther way. 

The king after his recovery, or rather the queen 
and Somerfet, not contented with depriving die 
duke of York of the proteftorlhip, deprived him 
foon after of the government of Calais, though h« 
had a grant of it under the privy feal for fevcn 



H5 Rynu Feed, torn. 11, p, 361, 36a. 
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ytars*^. Tiedukc, enraged at this laft injury, ^"^[^ 

gaVe up all thoughts of a reconcHiation^ith Somcr* 

let, redred into Wales, tad raifcdan army among 

his^friends and raflals in that country ; and being 

joined by the. duke <rf Norfolk^ the earls of Salif- 

bury and Warwick^ the lord Cobham, Sec, wirii 

dieir followers, he marched towards London* On 

the other fide, the dukes of Somerfet and Bucking-* 

ham, the earls of Northumberland, Stafford, 

Dorfet, Pembroke, and other lords of the Lan- 

caftrian party, having raifed an army, marched, 

widi die king at their head, from Wcftminfter, 

May 21, encamped that night at Watford, and 

next morning took poffeflion of St, Albans, On 

die evening of the fame day, the dyke of York 

encamped at Kcyfield, in the neighbourhood of 

that town, and next mornings May 23, drew up 

his army in order of batde. Having received a 

difdainful anfwer to a refpeftful meflage he had 

fcnt to the king, he aflaulted the town in feveral 

places with great fury, and for fome time met with 

a vigorous reliflance. But the earl of Warwick 

having forced his way into Holywell fbeet, and 

klnutted the duke with the bravefl of his followers, 

a fierce confliff enfued, in which many fell on both 

6des, At length, the duke of Somerfet, the earls 

of Northumberland and Stafford, the lord Clifford, 

and feveral other perfons of diflinftion, being killed^ 

and die king, the duke of Buckingham, the earl of 

Dorfet, the lord Sudly, and many others, wounded, 

U7 Kym^Foed, torn. ii« p. 351. 363. 
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the royalifts 0ed or furrefidered, and the TdiiEifts 
obtiuned a compiece vi^iy '^* . :i 
Modem. On diis ocoifion the duke of York afied wdi 
^J*^^* uncominon temper and moderation. Being m- 
Vork. firmed that the king was wounded, and bad takeq 
ibelter in a tanner's houfe, he, widi the earl of SaliA 
bury, waited upon him, and, ^ling upon their 
knees, declared themfelves his moft byal fubje6b| 
ready to obey his commands. Henry's terrors 
being a litdc diipellcd by this dcclaradon, he in- 
treated them to put a flop to the purfiiit and 
flaughter; with which they immediately com- 
plied **•. Whether this extraordinary moderation 
of the duke of York was the efFcft of his natural 
difpofition, or proceeded from political confident, 
tions, may be a little doubtful ; though its unifor- 
mity through the whole of this conteft makes it 
probable that it was natural. Many conquerors 
would have made a very different ufc of fuch a 
vidlory. The duke condufted the king to Lon- 
don, May 24, treating him with every mark of 
fubmifTion and refpeft. 
The duke Thc vidtorious party purfued the fame modcratt 
proicaw'. nieafures in a parliament which met at Weflminfter 
July 9. The duke of York contented himfelf 
with procuring an aft of indemnity for himfelf, anc} 
all who had appeared with him in arms againft thc 
king at the battle of St. Albans. All' die prelates 
and peers of both parties renewed their oaths of 

u« T. Wcthamftede, torn. a. p. 353— S57* 5tpvr, p. 399. 
M9 Hat J, f. 86. Stow, p. 400, 
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fuiity ta die kbig> and the fci&oa ended, July 31, a.d.i4ss* 
With A decUtracioii of the iimocen^e of the late didoB ^'^^"^ 
of Gloticefter, & geteral pardoiii and a prorogation 
to November 12^'**. During this interval the duke 
of York managed aU affairs, and. did not neglefi: 
CD 4>eAcrw fcvcral honourable and lucrative offices 
on his fiiends, particobrly the government of Ca* 
lais on die earl of Warwick '**. When the parlk- 
ment niet again, November I2> the king being 
in a languilhing ftate, and inc^able of bufinefs, 
the houie of peers, at the earned reqyeft of the 
commons, petitioned the king to appoint a pro- 
tedor of the kingdom. In compliance with thi3 

?rdaon, the king conftituted Richard duke of 
wk protedor and defender of the kingdom, till* 
prince Edward came to years^ of difcretion, or till 
his commiflion was revoked by the king, with the 
confcnt of the lords fpiritual and temporal in par- 
liament. This commiflion was cdnfirmed in par- 
liament, November 1 9 i and by virtue of anodicr 
commiffion, the duke prorogued the parliament 
from 1 2th December to a4th January, A. D- 
1456 •*•. 

As this commiflion could not be revoked with- a. d. 1456, 
out the confcnt of the houfe of peers, at whofe ^i^"j^** 
rcqueft it had been given, the duke of York ima- of the plo- 
wed that he was now firmly fixed in the protec- ^^^^^^^ 
forihip. But he foon found that he was mifl:aken. 
The queen, who dreaded to fee a prince who had 
fuch prctenfions to the crown in pofleflion of (q 

150 Pari. Hift. v. 2. p^ 278. iSo. J. Wethamftede, torn. &• 
M^S-377. i5«HalUf.S7. 
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A.P. i45g. much power, laboured, by every infinuating icduc- 
^^^'^""^"'^ tive art, to gain a majority o[ the lords to confem 
tt) the revocation of the duke's comnuflioa. 
Having Succeeded in thfs, the king came into the 
houie of peers, February 25, and declared, that 
he was in perfect heakh, and that there .was now 
no need of a prote£fcor ; h^ therefore requefted their 
confent to revoke the duke of York's commxffion; 
, which was granted'". 
A plot. The duke of York, chagrined to fee himfeif 

thus outwitted by a woman, and unexpe&ediy de- 
prived of all his power, left the court, and retired, 
with the earls of Saliibury and Warwick, into 
Yorklhire, where they had frequent meetings and 
confultations. The queen was not ignorant of thofe 
meetings i and, dreading their confequences, (he 
formed a plot to enfnare her three moft formidable 
enemies at once, and get them into her power. As 
London was not a proper place for executing her 
defign, (he condi^fbed the king towards Coventry, 
under the pretence of giving him the country air 
and cxercifc, for the benefit of his health. When 
the court arrived at Coventry, the king wrote, in 
the moft prefling terms, to the duke of York, the 
earls of Sali/bury and "Warwick, to come and at- 
tend a council on affairs of the grcateft moment* 
Thefe noblemen, apprehending no danger, fct out 
on their ^urney with a moderate rednue; but 
when they approached the city, having received a 
meffage from a fecret friend at court, charging 
them not to enter Coventry, tut to fly for their 
livcsj they turned, and fled different ways with 

>5} Rjm. Foed. tpm. 12. p. ^73* 
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great prmpitmon^ The duke of York took 
ihdter in his caftle of WigiiK)re, the earl of Salif- 
bury in his cafUe of Middlehacn in Yorkihire> and 
the carl of Warwick at Calais ***. The difperfion 
of theie noblemen produced a temporary calm, and 
the court returned to Weilminften 

As the Engliih had. taken advantage of the a.d.'i457» 
vident feflions whkh raged in France in the reign The 
of Charles VL fo the French were difpofed to take JJ^" Enjl 
advantage of the no lefs violent feftions which land, 
now prevailed in England. BiK their own wounds 
were not yet fo well healed> as to enal;>Ie them to 
inflid very deep oocs on their enemies. TJie 
marihal de Brezc: landed 4000 men, Auguft 28, 
near Sandwich ; and, after a long and bloody 
conflifty got pofledion of the place^ plundered it, 
and immediately re-embarked his troops^ not 
daring to remain on fhore fo much as one night "". 
About the fame, time a body of Britons landed 
in Cornwall, plundered a jfew villages, and re- 
embarked with equal j^recipitation **^ 

The archbifliop of Canterbury, with feveral a. 0.145^. 
other prelates and great men, alarmed at theTc at- l^^^ 
t;empts of foreign enemies, and ftill more at the of parties, 
difcord which reigned amongft the nobility at 
home, laboured earneftly to put an end to that 
difcord, and bring about* a coalition of parties. 
The king entered warmly into. this fcheme; and 
mcflengers wcr^ feac with letters to all the great 
men of both parjies, requiring and entreating them 
to come to London for that'moft neceflary purpofe. 

»S4 Stow, p. 404. Hajl^ f. tS, *SS Monftrelet, t. 3. f. 71. 
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A.D.I45*- Neirfier of the two parties was at Afe tiirtf* to ^rt(* 
^ ~^^"^ dominant as to dare to difobcy fo reafonaUe a w- 
quifition. They came therefore fifMn all quar%»i 
but full of mutual diftruft and hatred, attended bf 
numerous retinues of armed men. The di^e of 
York, the earls of Salifbury and W^trwfck, with 
the chief nun of their party, were lodged in Lon- 
don, where they were fccured from danger by the 
favour of the citizens, and the vigilaitte of fir 
Godfrey Bollcn lord mayor (who patrolled the 
ftreets every night with a great body* of armed 
men), as well as by their own followers. The 
noblemen of the court-party were lodged in Weft- 
minfter and the fuburbs of Loridon. After (cvcral 
conferences, a feeming reconciliation was concluded, 
and drawn up in the form of a decree, pronounced 
by the king, March 24, as arbitrator between the 
two parties **^ To render this reconciliation more 
confplcuous, there was a folemn proceflion of both 
parties, on the day after, to St. Paul's church, the 
duke of York leading the queen, and on^ of his 
party walking hand in hand with one of the other 
party, with all the external appearances of the moft 
perfeft cordiality *'*• But it was foon difcovered 
that thefe appearances were deceitful. 
Aior 11^ Soon after this proccffion, the duke of York ?tnd 

London. ^|^p ^^j ^f Salifbury retired to York, and the earl 
of Warwick to his government of Calais ; from 
whence he was recalled in the month of July, to 
anfwer to certain complaints made againft him by 

M7 J. Wcthamftede, p. 419— 4.ag. 
«5* Stow, ^ 40i^, HaH> f. ye% 
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the mcfchants^ of Lubeck '^. While he was in 
LondoA attending this bufinefs, as he returned 
fern court, Sqitember 9^ he was in great danger 
of bcif^ kiUcd in a fray that arofe between fomo 
of the lung's lervants and (omc of his retinue*^ 
With great dilHculty he made his way to the riyer> 
got inco hii barge^ and efcaped to London '^. The 
cari, and almoft all the worlds believed that this, 
Ivas a plpt formed againft his lifei by the queen 
and the.y<oiV)g duke of Sqmeiiet; be complained 
loudly of it as a flagrant violation of the late igree- 
rnent^ and haftened into the north to confult with 
his fkxkst and the duke of York. In this confulta-r 
tion it was determined to be upon their guards to 
put no truft in the moil folemn engagements of 
their enemies, and to depend upon their, own 
ftrength and courage for their fafety. A^P^^ ^ 
end of the year the earl of Warwick returned to 
Calais ••'. 

The earl of Saliftury, having made fruitlcfs ap- -A. 0.1459* 
pficadons to court for the punilhment of thofc fl^***^ 
who had infulted his fon, the earl of Warwick, in hcith* 
Lonck>n, coUefted his friends and vaflals in the 
norths and marched with them towards Walc^ 
to join the duke of York, who was raifing hfs 
forces in thofe parts, according to the concerted 
plah. But he was interrupted in his march by the 
lord Audley, wTio placed himfelf direftly in his 
way, on Bloreheath, on the borders of Stafford- 
Ihire and Shropftiire, September 22, at the liead 
of 10,000 m^n, which he had railed in Chelhire, 

. i»9 Rym. Fosd. torn. is. p. 415* Stovcy p. 404. . 
«**ia. ibid. »*• H:ill, f. 9^,91. 
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^P'*^^ •fid the parts adjacent, wlkre.theLancaftriaii Jn^ 
tercft prerailecL TJie earl of SalHbiuy^ .wiiole 
forces did not exceed 5000, fiippli^ his want of 
firength by a (Iratagem. The two armies hdng 
encamped on die oppo6tc banks of a narrow^ but 
deep and rapid rivulet, he drew up his archers te 
near the brink ks poffible, on Sunday nrnming^ 
September 13, and gave them direftions to dif- 
charge a (light of arrows BgsirA their enemies and 
dien Pttire in feeming diforder. Lorxl Audley, de- 
ceived by thcfe appearances, pafied the rivulet, 
with his principal officers, in great hafte and Ktde 
order. In this fi£uation,'befiOT one half of their 
troops- had joined diem, they were Wcacked'with 
great fury by their enemies, and aftera fierce ccm- 
flidt, defeatrf^thclord'At!dley, wirfi-l^Soorhy 
men, remaining dead' on die ficki*^. " 

^*^ ^ The* earl of Saliibury, after his viftqry, pro- 
. ' . ceeded pn his march, and joined the duke of York 
at Ludlow i where the earl of Warwick foon after 
arrived from Calais, with a body of choice troops, 
conimandcd, under him, by two renowned war-i 
riorsj.fir 'Andrew Trollop and fir John Blunc 
The king, queen, and court lords, having raifcd 
an arnny, ' advanced to meet their ^ enemies, and 
eiiQampe^ at Ludiford, near Ludlow, Oftober I3j 
deligning to give . battle next day. But, in the 
meantime, an unexpefted event 'hapj)ened, which 
prevented 'an action, and produced one of diole 
fudden, furprifihg revplutions, which wicrc fo frc- 

>«» Stow,, p. 405. ^ Hall, f. 9i«. )• Wetiitfllfttde, p. 455. 
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queue in Ats period. The dtjkc of York, ih sD his ^ ^'^ ^ 
contxfts with the court, profefled the greateft loyalty 
t0 the king, and carefully concealed his defign to 
feize die crown> which was known only to a few o[ 
his facial confidents. This important lecret was^ 
either by the duke himielf, or fome of his confi- 
dents^ communicated to fir Andrew Trollop : who 
being really attached to the houfeof Lancafter, cte^ 
fated to the king with the troops under his com« 
mandj in thenightof Odober ij. Several others, 
induced by a proclamation o£ pardon from the 
king, difcovered a difpofitioii to imitate their ex- 
amine, or at leafl to depart to their oifm homesi 
The duke of York, and his chief frienfls, ftruck 
with confternation, and not knowing whom to truil^ 
deteniiined to favc themfelres by flight; The 
duke, with his fecond fon, the earl of Rudandi 
fled dirough Wales into Ireland; His eldeft j|bn» 
the earl of March, with the earls of Salifbury and 
Warwick, made their efcape into Devonfhire, and 
from thence to Calais, where they landed Novem* 
ber a'*'. In this manner, the lately-triumphant 
Yorkifb were difperfed, and fecmingly ruined, in a 
monnent, and without a blow. < 

To pufli this unexpefted advantage as far as pof- PartiV 
fibk, a kind of packed parliament was fummoned ^^^^* 
to meet at Coventry, November 20 5 in which the 
duke of York, with his two fons, Edward earl of 
March and Edmund earl of Rutland, the earls of 
Salifbury and Warwick, the lord Clintoni and 

s*l J. Wetkimftede, p. 4-59— 461. Hall, f. 9a. HoUingfii. 
pk l^9i• • 
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A.tf.i^ig. niany knights and genttemen, were attainted ai 

^ ^ traitors, and their eftates confifcatcd'**. 
A. 0.1460. But this gale of profpcrity was of fhort dura^ 
)^^[J^j^ don J and anodicr of thofc furpriling changes of 
togland. fortune, which were (b frequent in this meniorabk 
conteft between the houfes of York and Lancafter, 
and give this period of our hiftory fo much die air 
of a romance, very foon took place. The queen, 
determined to deftroy aH the friends of the femily 
of York, perfuacfed the king to fend commiflioncrs 
into thofe parts of the kingdom where they moft 
abounded^ to try and punifh all who had been con- 
cerned in any of the kte infurreftions. This ex- 
cited the moft terrible alarms, and made the people 
took around them for protedtion from impending 
ruin. The people of Kent, who were particularly 
obnoxious, fcnt meflcrtgers to the lords at Calais, 
eameftly intreating them to come over, and pro- 
mifing that the whole county would join them on 
their landing. Thefe lords, burning with the mcA 
ardent defires to retrieve their loffcs and take ven- 
geance on their enemies, joyfully accepted of the 
invitation, and landed at Sandwich with only 1500 
of their followers. They were immediately joined 
^ by the lord Cobham, with 4000 well-armed troops; 
and fo general was the rifing in their favour, that 
they entered London, July a, with an army of 
40,006 men'*'. 

••4 Ptrliamcnt. HHI. ▼. i. p. if 9^ Src. Wcthamftede,. p. ^9^ 
4.71. Rjrm. Foed. torn. ii. p. 45^* 

**5 J. Wethamftede, p. 47s, Slow, p. 46S« Htll, f, ^ 
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Ih the mean time, the queen, with thdfe lords A. d. 1460. 
and gentlemen who adhered to the houfe of Lan- Battled 
cafter, having collefted an army at Coventiy Nordi- 
(whidi was tjjen called the queen's chamber), 
marched towards London. But their Enemies faved 
them th^ trouble of fo long a march : for the carls 
of March and Warwick, with the lords Cobham 
and Bourchier, at the head of 15,000 of their befit 
troops, departed from London to meet themj and 
the two armies came in fight of each other, July 10, . 
near Northampton j where a bloody battle was 
fought, in which the Iforkifts obtained a complete 
viftory. 'The duke of Buckingham^ who com- 
manded the fbyal antly, the earl of Shrewlbury, the 
lords Beaiimont arid Egermont, widi many knights 
and gendemen, were killed; as the commanders 
on the other fide had given particular directions to 
their fdlditrs to fpare none of the nobility or gen- 
try. The queen, with her fon the prince of Wales, 
fled with only a few perfbns in thdr company; and 
after ikulking for fome time in different placesj 
they tookihdter in Scotland 5 where they arrived ill 
a very ^*rretched condition, having been robbed of 
their money and baggage by the way""** 

After the battle, the viftorious earls found die The king 
king in his tent almoft alone, treated him vnth great [^l^^T^ 
relpeft, and carried him in a kind of proceflSon don. 
into Northampton* Having refted, and refrefhed 
their troops in that place three days, they fet out 
on their return to London, entered that capital in 
triumph, July 16, and lodged the king in the bi- 

«*• J. Wcthamftede, p. 4.80. HtU, f. 94.. Stow; p. 409* 
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(hop's palace "•^* This contcft feemed now to be 
at an end; the chief fupportcrs of the houfe <rf 
Lancafter being killed or taken priibners> the queen^ 
with her fon» expelled the kingdom^ and the weak, 
unhi4>py Hanry in the hands of his^enemies. But 
torrents of bipod were yet to flow before it was de- 
termined; owing^ on the one hand, to the political 
timidity of the duke of York, and, on the other, 
to the adkivity and undaunted ipirit of queen Mar- 
garet. 
Ptriit. Immediately afiscr the vidory at Nordiampton, 

meflengers were fent into Irdand, to inform the 
duke of York of the fucceis of his friends, and in- 
treat him to return to England. In the mean 
time, his party being in pofleflion of all die power 
of the king, as well as of his perfon, did not ne- 
gleft to employ it for the baiefit of themfclves 
and their friends; thou^ they paid more re- 
gard to juftice than is commonly done on fimilar 
occafions***. They ifiiied writs in the king's nam^ 
July 30, for a parliament to meet at Weftminftcr, 
Oftober 7, dire£bed to all the peers of both parties, 
without diftinftion, and permitted the members of 
the houfe of commons to be ele£ted according to 
law *••. Two days after the meeting of parlianient, 
the duke of York reached London, rode through 
the city in great Hate, alighted at Weftminfter- 
hall, and went diredly to the houfe of peers 5 where. 
Handing under the royal canopy, he laid his right 
hand on the cufhion, and feemed to expeft an in- 

s^ J. Wetbtmftede, p. 4So. HiU, f. 94. 8cow» p. 409* 

96t Rjm. F«fi. t, 10, p. 459»4^* '^ Cottoft Abiridg. P- ^5* 
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vitadon to place himfclf in the throne. In this he a. p. 1460^ 
was (fifitppointed. A folemn filence reigned in the 
houfe for fome moments. At lengdi the archbi- 
(hop of Canterbury afked him> if he would go 
widi htm^ and wait upon the king; to which the 
duke, in great agitation, replied, — '^ I know no 
•* peribn to whom I owe that markof refpeft, which 
^ is more juftly due to myfelf from all odiers j" 
and dttn hurried out of the houfe^'^ 

The duke of York having made this difcovery 
of his defign to claim the crown, did not aficft to 
keep it any k>nger a fecret. A few days after (Oc- 
tober 16) he, by his counfel, gave in to both houies 
a fomnal chum of the crown, with his' pedigree on 
which that claim was founded, deriving his defcent 
from Lionel duke of Clarence, third fon of Ed- 
ward III. and elder brodier to John of Gaunt, duke 
rf Lancafter, from whom Henry VI. was de- 
fixnded. This >claim and pedigree (which was 
perfedly clear and well authenticated) ^ras laid 
before the king; whofe counfel, a few days after, 
prelented arguments in fupport of his title, and ob- 
je&ions to the claim of the duke of York; which 
were communicated to that prince, and anfwered 
in his name. This great caule, having been thus 
pleaded by the parties, was debated feveral days in 
parliament; and, as it is faid, with great freedom; 
one party fupporting the tide of the houfe of Lan- 
cafter^ on the grouiids of —parliamentary fetde- 

S70 The above account of this trtnfa6lioDMs taken from J. We« 
tSkunAtdtf abbot of St. Alban't (who was probably prefei^t), and ia 
mort worthy of credit than the accounts of iatcr hiftoHant^ 
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A.ai46«. mcnts-j-long poflfcflion— and frequent oad^ q£ 
* * fcaltyj the odicr contending for the fupeiior riglic 

of the houTe of York» as d^endfd (rpm the dd^ 
branch of the royal &nai}y« After long and warm 
(lebates, the foUomng comproniUe was propoieds 
adopted^ and fi>rnied into an ad of parliaxnieiitgi 
November ij viz. that Hwry (hall cootifivie kii^ 
dicing hi? W^ and,-r-That Ac d^ke pf York» er 
his heir, fhall fucceed to the crown on Hcniy's 
death. Many other ftipuladops Wf re v^fifd^ to fc- 
cure the fyccck of this firheipe ''\ But cMftefts for 
a crown ^e not (o e^ily cQnpipjpaiU^i ^md though 
this arrangement feemed to iatisfy bqthi it m rea.^ 
Uty fatisfied neither of the coote^)4ii^ partie$« 
The late parliament at Q>ventry^ whi(4% had at- ' 
tinted the du]ce of York and his friendsj t^^as der 
clared to have been no lawful parliatsi^t^ wA al) 
its ads refcinded */\ 
The two The caltn produced by the above compcomilc 
was very Ihor^ and many circumftances portende4 
^n apprpachii^ ftorm. The who^ nation was now 
divided into two parties; the one diftingui&ed by 
the red rofe, the badge of the houfe of LancaAer, 
the other by the white rofe, the badge of the houie 
of York. Two hiftorians, who flourifticd in thpfe 
unhappy times, have drawn a moft affefting pic- 
ture of the diftraded ftatc of die country, and the 
violent animofity of the two parties*'^. The chief 
(Ircngth of the Lancaftrian party lay in the north^ 

>7' Wethamftede, p. 484^ Sec, Stow, p. 409. 

17* Statutes, 39 Hen. VI. 

V/} Wctba^nftede, p. 491. Contin. Hift. Croyl. p. 529. 
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aod of the York party in London, the fouth of A.D.14^ 
Eogland, and marches of Waks: though both ^' "^ ^ 
^ad pfLTX^^smfi in every corner of the kbgdom, and 
freqiicntly in the fame family. 

The king, or rather the duke of York in his Theqijcen 
name, fent a requifition to the queen to return to £^*?^* . 
court with her fon prince Edward* But that prin- *" * 
ccft had other defigns in view* She had met with 
a kind reception in Scotland i the young king, 
James IIL being nearly related t» the family of 
Lancafter. Many martial adventurer^ of that na- 
tion elpoufed her caufe, and fhe was there joine4 
by the dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, ^nd other 
fiigitives of her party; who being united, formed 
a fmall army, widi which (he entered England, 
The earls of Northumberland and Weftmoreland, 
with the other barons, knights, and gendemen of 
the northern counties, crowded to her ftandard; 
and Ihc foon faw herfelf at the head of an army of 
20,ocx) mcn^ with which Ihe marched fouth- 

TJie diikc of York, receiving intelligence of dus Battle of 
invafion, committed the cuflody of the king*s per- ^{^^^ 
fon, and the guard of the city, to the duke of Nor- 
folk and the carl of Warwick ; fent his ejdeft ibi?, 
Edward, into the marches of Wales, to raife an 
army ; and then, December a, fet out from London, 
attended by his iecond ion, Edmund earl of Rut^ 
land, and his friend the earl of Sali(bury, with a^ 
^all* body of troops. He proceeded northwardt 

«T4 Halli f. 94. Hollingdu p. 1303, 
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A.i^.i4So. \yj cafy marches, to ^vc his friends an oppcMtunliy 
'^^^^ of joining hun ; and when he reached Wakefidd, 
Decembw 24, his army amounted to 5000 men* 
There he received the difegreeable news, that die 
queen was approaching with an army fi>tir times 
die number of his j which obliged hini to conduft 
his troops into his caille of Sandal, where he was 
bcfieged. He probably defigned to remsun on the 
defenfive, till he was joined by his fon the earl of 
March -, but either want of protons,— too great 
confidence in the coiirage of his troops,— or the in- 
fults of the befiegers, made him chan^ his mind» 
and refolve to give the enemy batde, contrary (it is 
faid) to the advice of his two great confidients, the 
carl of Salifbury and fir David Hall'^'. Accord- 
ingly he drew up his litde army in order of battle 
on the morning of December 30, and marched 
down the hill towards the enemy. The duke of 
Somerfet, who commanded the queen's army, had 
advanced the earl of Wiltfhire, with a body of 
troops on one wing, and the lord Clifibrd on the 
odier, with orders to lie concealed till the battle 
began, and then to attacl^ the flanks and rear of 
the enemy. The duke of York attacked the main 
body, commanded by the duke of Somerfet, with 
great fiiryj but was inftandy furroundcd, and in 
half an hour he and aSoo of his men were killed, 
and almofl all the reft taken prifoners "*. 
4.P. 1461. The queen and her partifans were immoderately 
c dated with this victory, and made a cruel ufe of ic, 

»7J Hall, f. ^8, 99. i7* WeAamftcde, p. 4S9> Contin. 

Htft. Croyl. p«.550. Hall, f. 99. Stow, p. 411. 
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imagining diat it was dccifivc. The lord Clifford ^^^'i^ 
miirdered in cold blood, on the bridge of Wake- Cmcltict 
field, die earl of Rutland, a young prince of ex- ^^^^ 
quifite beauty and great hopes. The fame fcroci- Wloweo, 
ous baron, having found the body of the duke oi 
York on the field, cut off the head, put it on a 
^>ear, and prefented it to the queen, who com- 
manded it, with a paper crown upon it, to be placed 
on the walls of York'". The earl of Saliffcury 
was taken prifbner, and, widi feveral knights and 
gentlemen, lent to Pomfi-et, and there beheaded, 
without trial, and without mercy. The queen's army 
Cdnfifted chiefly of the borderers of both nations^ 
who had been allured to her ftandard by the pra*- 
mife of permilfion to plunder all the country be* 
yond Trent. This permiflion they now uied, and 
marked their wa^y with defblation as they advanced 
ibuthward, plundering, and often buriiing churches, . 
monafteries, and private houfes, without diftinc- 
pon"». 

Edward earl of March was at Gloucefter when Battle o( 
he received the n^elancholy tidings of his father's ^^J^* 
death, and the deftruftion of his army. Though . ctofiu 
he w^ much afflided at the lofs of fo good a pa- 
rent, ^nd fo many fi-iends, he was not difpirited, 
but niar^hed immediately to Shrewsbury, at the 
head of 23,000 men, to meet the queen and her 
viftorious army. Here he received intelligence, 
that Jafper Tu4or, earl of Pembroke, uterine bro- 

*77 Wethamftede, a contemporary writer, fays the duke of York 
was taken alive, and beheaded on the field of battle. J. Wetham. 
f. 489. '7I Ibid. p. 495^ Continoatio. Hid. Croyl, p. 531. 
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A^^'i^^^* ther to king Hcnry> and the earls of Wiltfliire and 
Ormondy were following him with a confiderabJe 
army of Welfh and Iriihi which determix^d him 
to turn back to encounter thefe enemies in the fiift 
place. The two armies met, February a, at Wfc?iv 
tio^er's crofs, near Hereford, where a bloody bacde 
was (ought, in which the earl of March, now duke 
of York, obtained a complete vidory. The tffo 
fjwls made their efcape, leaving 3800 of their men 
4c»ui on the fields but fir' Owen Tudor, &ther to 
the earl of Pembroke, with feveral other kni^iq^ 
Had gendemen, were taken and beheaded, accord- 
ing to the barbarous practice of both parties in 
^ia cruel oontaft "^ 
twmi Tliequcenwas oahern>archtoLondoni^enflie 

St. Alt received the news of this defeat of her friends ; and 
h«n'«* though Ihe was mudi dejcftcd by it, Ihe determined 
CO proceed, in hopes of getting pofleflion of die 
capital, and of the king's peribn, before the young 
duke of York could come to their relief.^ But 
when flie reached St Alban's, Ihe found the duke 
of Norfolk and the earl of Warwick, with thq 
king in their company, and a numerous army, 
ready to obftrudt her progrefs. On the morning 
of Shrove-Tuefday, February 17, the queen's troops 
attempted to force dieir way through the town of 
St. Alban's; but were repulfed, with confiderable 
loft, by a ftrong body of archers potted in the mar- 
ket-place ; which obliged them to turn up a lane^ 
through which, after a (harp conflift, they gained 

'79 Hall, f« 100. HolYiDgftk, p. X304. 8|ow,-p, 413. 
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the open fiek}s» H^rc thqr fiwind Ac main body ^^^'^^ : 
of the cnwny ready tp receive thtmy and a 6erc^ ^"^ 
^iftioQ uTunediatdy commenced. The vidpry ^ 
finite ume remained doubtful; but the lord Lo?3e^ 
laccy who comm^iHl^ the K^ndfli. meib eidiar 
fteough cowardice or crea(:heryj turaing his back> 
the whole amiy feU into diAHr4er. The duke <if 
N^rfidk and tb$ earl o£ Warwick» kiiowiag thtt 
jnainfdiatc de^ ivould be the cofirequence of didr 
bdng takers made their e&^» and left the ^ueen 
in po0effioo <^ the field. Thus thite pitched 
bat^Sy all of them very bloodyi were fou|^ im 
leis than two months^ of which ii?e have Urn et* 
amples in hiftory. 

At thi bqgiomng of the battle^ the king was left Theqoem 
in his tentj under the care of the lord Bonvile, vAkb herhuf* 
would have mad? his efcape, but was perfuaded by ^^^^ \ 
the king to ((ay with him» upon his royal pr^mi^ 
fv his iafety. But he was beheaded after the hgxtkp 
without the.leaft regard to the king's promUe, ^ 
^ws of wjjT, or the didtates of humanity. Henry 
was conduded to lord Clifford's tent> where he ha^ 
H tender interview with his queen and ion. At th^ 
queen's defire, he knight^ the prince of Wale^ 
«th thirty young noblen^n and gentlenoenj^ who 
had diftinguifhed diemfelves in the prece4ing axr<^ 
rion"**^. 

If the queen could have marched to London im^ The queen 
incdiately af|cr her viftory at St. Alban's, fhe might ^^1""^^^ 
perhaps have detained admittance* But this was north. 

f«o ijall, f. 190. 
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A.D«i4g'^ not in her power. Her troops^ in oppofidon tn the 
^ moft peremptory commands^ Ipent feveral days in 
plundering St. Albans^ and the adjacent country, 
and pufhed their ravages to the very gates of the 
city. This gave die cidzens dme to recover from 
their confternadon, and in^ired them ^dth a refo- 
lution to expoie themfelves to any danger, radier 
than admit fuch fkvage plunderers. They even 
ftopped a few waggons loaded with provifions, 
which the magiftrate^ fent to the queen at her de- 
fire. Deipairing, dierefbre, of gaining the capi- 
tsUy upon receiving intelligence that the duke of 
York was advancing at the head of a (bpefior army, 
ihe was obliged to relinquifh all the advantages of 
her vidory, and retire with her anny imo the 
ntath**". 

Action The earl of Warwick, after his defeat, coUeded 
j^. the remains of his fcattered troops, and joined the 

duke of York at Chipping-Norton ; which ren- 
dered the army of that prince fuperior to that of 
his enemies, and encouraged him to advance widi 
a defign to give them battle. But finding that diejr 
had decamped, inftead of puHuing them, he pro- 
ceeded to die capital, into which he entered, Fe- 
bruary a8, anudft the loudeft acclamadonsof die 
cidzens ; and on the following days, great crowds 
of people from Kent, Efiex, and the neighbouring 
coundes, came to the city to join his llandanL 
Edward wifely determined to improve the prefent 
£nrourable opportunity. His army bding muftered 

<*> /. Wethunftede, p. 503-»5ot. Hall, f. too. Stowj p. 4.14. 
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in St.. John's fields, on Sunday March a, and a ,^*^'^'i 
prodigious multitude of the citizens come out to 
view it, the lord Fauconbridge, who fuperintended 
the mufter, took an opportunity to harangue the 
people,— on the unfitnefs of king Henry for go- 
vernment,— on the misfortunes of his reign,— and 
on his violation of the late fblemn agreement, by 
attempting to deprive the duke of York of the 
fucceflion; and concluded with aflcing them, if 
they would have Henry to reign over them any 
longer ? on which they cried out. No ! no ! He 
then aflced theiti, if they would have Edward duke 
of York for their king ? To which they anfwered 
in the affirmative, with the loudeft acclamations ; 
and ient a deputation to Edward, to befeech him to 
afliime the government. A great council was af- 
fembled next day, of all the prelates, nobles, chief 
magiftrates, and principal gentlemen in and about 
London; to which Edward, in perfon, explained 
his title to the crown, and infifted on that article of 
the late folemn agreement, by which it was ftipu- 
latcd, " That if king Jienry attempted in any way 
<' to ' break the laid agreement, the crown Ihould 
*• immediately devolve to the duke of York or hh 
U heirs;" and then left the council to confider 
what he had reprefented. The council, after a 
Ihort deliberadon, unanimoufly agreed, " That 
*' Henry of 1-ancafter had forfeited his right to en- 
" joy the crown during his life j and that it was 
** now devolved to Edward duke of York;" and 
concluded with entreating him to accept of that 
crown which was his undoubted right. Edward, 
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A.D. 1461. ^cf ^ (j^Qft apology for his youth and inexperience, 
^"■"^^"^ complied with their rcqucft. OnTuefday, March4, 
flie young king (for fo he was now called) went 
in proceflion to St. Paul's, where Te Deum was 
fang; from thence he proceeded to Weftminftcr- 
hall; where, being feated on the throne, with the 
fceptre in his hand, he received the homage of die 
great tnen who were prcfenL He was then con- 
dufted into the church, featied in the king^s feat, 
and offered at the Ihrine of St. Edward"*. 
Chaimaer Thus ended the inglorious unhappy reign of 
^ yl' Henry VL who loft all the conquefts of his iUiiftrious 
father, and the hereditary dominions of his &mily 
in France, and at laft the crown of England. His 
t>er(bnal appearance was mean, his countenance 
melancholy and unmeaning, bearing little or no rc- 
femblance to the handfome, ftrong, and adive 
Henry V. and the beautifal queen Katharine. Birt 
the weaknefs of his underftanding, and the facifity 
cf his temper, were his moft fetal defefts ; the one 
rendering hini quite unfit for holding the reins of 
gorernment himfelf, the other making him a paf-* 
five inftrument in the hands of diofe by whom he 
iRras fafrounded. In private life, he was harmlcfe 
and inoffenfive, devout (according to the mode of 
thofe times), chafte, temperate, hirmble in profp^* 
rity, and patient in adverfity: but die weakness of 
his underftanding degraded all his vhtues. In a 
^rd, Henry VI . was much fitter for a monk than 
for k monarch, and would have made a better 

«<s J. Wethamflede^p. 509^5 14« Continoatt Hit. Cnyhp. s%ts 
HaU|f.xoi. StoW| p« 4.15. 
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figure in a doiftef than in a court***. But that in- a.d. 2461. 
fignificancy which loft him his crown, faved his life; ^ ' 
fcr when he fell into the hands of his fucceflbr, he 
permitted him to live, not thinking his death ne* 
ccflary to his own fecurify. 

Henry VI. cannot be confidered as an ufurper; Hcnnrvr. 
and the defence which he made for himfelfi when "*^ ""^ 
he was accufed of that crime in the tower, feems 
to be fatisfaftory: " My father (faid he) and 
" grandfethcr were kings of England; I was en- 
" throned when 1 was an infant, crowned when I 
'* was a child, received the voluntary homage of 
•* all my fubjefts, and enjoyed the royal authority, 
" unchallenged, almoft forty years *•*.*' He reigned 
tlrirty-eight years and fix monriis. His only child, 
EdWd prince of Wales, was now in the feventh 
year of his age. We ffiajl afterwards hear of his 
unhappy fate. 



SECTION IV. 

From the accej/ion of Edward IV. A. D. 1461, M 
the acceffion of Edward V. A. D. 1482. 

pDWARD IV. was in the bloom of youth, be- a. d. 1461* 

ing hardly nineteen years of age, when he Edward 
afcended the throne of England ; beautiful in his jn*rchc« 

^ . . 1 . J „.. into the 

perfon, engaging in his deportment, excelling in porth-. 
all manly exercifes, brave, aftive, and even pru- 

>S| See John Blackman> t)e Virtufibus Henrici VI. Apud Ot« 
tcrbounie et Wediamftede, fdit. Oxon, 1732. v. i. p, iS7^$o6. 
?•♦ Id, ibid. p. 305. 
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A.D.f#6f. deht beyond his years. Inilead of ipending his 
"^ "^"^ time in vain amufements, he applied to bufinefs 
with fo much ardoiir^ that die iirft divilion of his 
army, conduced by the earl of Warwick, left 
London, March 7 ; and, five days after, he fc^ 
lowed with the reft of his forces. On that fame 
day, he gave a fpecimcn of that cruelty which af- 
terwards flained his charafter, by ordering the exe- 
cution of one Walter Walker, a grocer, for having 
f[>oken contemptuoufly of his dtle to the crown. 
His army increafed as he advanced ; and when he 
reached Pomfret, March 27, he found himielf at 
the head of a gallant army, of between 40,000 
and 50,000 men *. 
iMtit of Queen Margaret, and the nobles of her party, 
Towton. after theu* return into the north, had been very ac- 
tive in recruiting their army, which now lay at 
York, and amounted to 60,000 men* The duke 
of Somerfet was appointed commander in chief; 
who, leaving the king, queen, and prince of Wales, 
with a proper guard, at York, marched out to 
meet the enemy, March 28^ On that day, the pais 
at Ferrybridge was eagerly dilputed by advanced 
parties of both armies ; and, afi:er two bloody fkir- 
mifties, was fecurcd by the Yorkifb, who there 
paffed the river Arc. Early in the morning of 
Palm Sunday, March 29, thele two mighty armies, 
inflamed with the moft violent animolity agsuhft one 
another, were drawn up in order of battle on th^ 
fields between the two villages Saxton and Towton> 

« J. Wetfaamftedc, p. 515. Stow, p. 4<5« Hill, Hen. VI. 
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about ten miles fouth of York. Edward ifibcd ^'^ 1^'; 
orders to his troops to take no prifoners, and give 
no quarter ; nor is it improbabk that the orders on 
the other fide were in the fame fenguinary ftrain. 
The aftion began at nine in the morning, in the 
midft of a heavy Ihower of fnow, which was blown 
with great vioknce in the feces of the Lancaftrians, 
and prevented them from feeing the enemy diC- 
tinAly, or judging rightly of their diftance. Th6 
lord Fauconbridge, taking advantage of this cir- 
cumftance, cornmanded his archers to advance 
brifkly a few paces, and fhoot their flight arrows 
with all their force, and then fell back. Thefe ar- 
rows, being light, reached the Lancaftrians, and 
made them almoft empty their quivers at too great 
a diftance. The Yorkifts then advanced; and, 
pouring in fhowers of arrows upon their enemies, 
did great execution, and made them rufh on to a 
clofe engagement, with fwoi-ds, fpears> battle-axes, 
and other inftruments of death. The conflift now 
became general, fierce, and bloody, and fo conti- 
nued between four and five hours, viftory fome- 
times fecming to incline td the cfric fide, and forAe- 
times to the other. At lei^h, towards evening, 
the Lancaftrians began to recoil ; and, being hard 
preffcd, tliey broke, and fled on all fides, and were 
purfued with great flaughter. This was one of the 
moft bloody battles that ever was fought in Britain. 
Thofc who were employed to number and bury the 
dead (as we are told by a contemporary writer who 
lived near the fccnc of aftion), dcckurcd, that their 
number amounted to 38,000*. Amongft thefe 

* Contiouati Hift. Croyl. p* 533. 

Vol. IX, N were 
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A^i46t. ^fe many perfons of rank and fortune; as the 
"^~ carls of Northunibcrland, Weftmoreland, and 
Shrcwfburyj the lords Clifford, Beaumont^ Nc- 
vil, Willoughby, Wells, Roos, Scales, Grcf, 
Dacres, and Molineux ; befides a prodi^ous num- 
ber of knights and gentlemen*. This was the 
fourth pitched battle fought in lefs than three 
months in England, in which above 6o,ocx)of her 
braveft fons perilhed; among whom were feveral 
princes of the blood, and many of the prime no- 
bility. 

Henry flics The dukes of Somerlet and Exeter, when they 
i^Scot. f^^ ^^t ^i ^^ i^ft^ j^^ f^ll fpg^ ^ York, at- 

tended by feveral lords and gentlemen j and, taking 
with them the king, queen, and prince of Wales, 
fled into Scotland ; and never thought themfelvcs 
fafe till they had reached the capital of that king- 
dom \ 

Execu- Edward, not fatiated with all the blood that had 

been Ipilt in batde, caufed much noble blood to be 
flied on the fcafibld. The earl of Devonlhirc 
and fir W. Hill, being taken in their flight, were 
beheaded at York, and their heads fet up on the 
walls of that city ; fi-om which thofe of the duke of 
York and the earl of Salifbury were taken down. 
The carl of Ormond and Wiltlhire was beheaded 
at Newcaftle, and fir Thomas Fulford at Hex- 
ham'. 

Edward After celebrating the teaft of Eafter at York, 

Edward marched as tar north as Newcaftle; and 

J 8to«r, p. 4.15. J. Wcthamft^de, p. 517. Hall, Hen. VI. f. lox. 

4 Holingih. p. 1197. t.eland*8 ColleAaneai vol. s. p. 499. 

5 Stow, p. 415. 

, having 
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having left the earl of Warwick there with a com- a.p.i46i> 
pctent force, to keep that part of the country in 
order and fubjedtion, he returned to London, 
June 26 ; and three days after he was crowned at 
Wcftminfter with the ufual Iblemnity *. 

When Henry VI . with his family and friends, NcgotJa- 
arrived in Scotland, they found that kingdom in Scotland, 
almoft as diftrafted a condition as that which they 
had left. James III. was a child of only eight 
years of age ; the regents appointed by parliament ^ 
were divided into parties; and the whole country 
was a fcene of faftions and family feuds. The 
royal and noble fugitives, however, were kindly 
received and entertained. Queen Margaret foon 
contrafted a friendfhip with the queen-mother, 
Mary of Gelders, by propofing a marriage be- 
tween the prince of Wales and her cldeft daughter, 
which was concluded. She alfo gained the fa- 
vour of the regents, by ftirrendering to them the 
town and caftle of Berwick, April 25 ^. To coun- 
teraft thefe operations of his moft aftive enemy, 
Edward fecretly negotiated an alliance with the po- 
tent and turbulent carl of Rofs, and lord of the 
iflcs, June 2, and gave the earl of Warwick a com- 
miffion to treat with the regents of Scotland for a 
truce, July 18". This prevented a national decla- 
ration from Scotland in favour of the exiled family, 
but did not prevent many individuals of all ranks 
from efpoufing their caufc. 

• Hall, Edward IV. f. i. Holingfli. p. ijf ;• 

7 Stow, p. 416. » Rym. Focd. ton^, ix. p. 4.740 475* 

N Z Edward^ 
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A.i>. r46f . Edward, determined tx) fecure that crown by law 
Parlia- which he had gained by arms, iflued writs. May 2j, 
ment. fummonijig a parliament to meet at Wcftmiilftcr, 
July 6 ; but the unfctded ftate of the country, and 
the dread of an invafion from Scodand, caufed h 
to be prorogued to November 4^ So many of 
the nobility had fallen in battle, or died on the 
fcaffold, or had been driven into exile, that there 
remained only one duke, four earls, one vifcount, 
^ and twenty-nine barons, who were fummoncd to 
this parliament. Henry IV. was declared to have 
been an ufurper ; the right of Edward IV, to the 
crown was acknowledged and confirmed; thepoftc- 
rity of Henry of Derby, commonly called Hen- 
ry IV. were declared incapable of holding any 
eftate or dignity in any part of the Englifh donu- 
nions for ever ;. Henry VI. late king of En^and, 
Margaret late queen, Edward called prince of 
Wales, the dukes of Somerfct and Exeter, the earis 
of Northumberland, Devonlhire, and PcmlMxdcci 
with a prodigious number of lords, knights, an^ 
gentlemen, were attainted; the heirs of all thofe of 
the York party who had been condemned as traitors 
by the other party when they were predominant, 
were reftored to the eftates and honours of their 
anceftors ; and, in a word, every thing was done 
the vi(Storious prince thought fit to dictate; fix 
which he gave them many thanks, and made them 
many promifes, in a fpeech fi-om the throne, at the 
end of the feflion '^ 

9 Dugdale^s SummoDf to Parliament, i Edw. IV. 
»• Parliament. Hift. rol. a. p. 3ix*3i9. 

Ac 
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At the conclufion of this feflion of parliament, a.d. h^i* 
in which {o many great eftates had been forfeited, Rcwaidt, 
Edward enriched his friends with the fpoils of his 
cneaiies ; and, to gratify their ambition, he raifed 
feme of them to additional honours. His eldeft 
brother George was created duke of Clarence, and 
his youngeft brother Richard, duke of Gloucefter ; 
the lord Fauconbridge was made earl of Kent, 
lord Bourchier, carl of Eflex, and fir John Nevil, 
brother to the earl of Warwick, was made lord 
Montacute". 

Edward was no lefs attentive to punifti his ene- p*^'^'*^** 
mies, than to reward his friends. John de Vere*, mcnts. 
carl of Oxford, with Aubray de Vere, his fon, and 
fcveral knights and gentlemen of the Lancaftrian 
party, were beheaded on Tower-hill, in February 
A.D. 1462'*. 

While Edward was thus labouring by all means Qii^^ 
to fix himfelf firmly on the throne, his mofl: formi- ref s voy 
dable adverfary queen Margaret was labouring with ^^^^^ 
equal ardour to procure forces to pull him down, and re- 
Finding that Ihe could not bring the regents of ^""' 
Scotland to declare war againft Edward, ihe, with 
the duke of Somerfet, and a fmall retinue, failed 
to the continent, to fqlicit fuccours from the king 
of France, and her other potent friends. Though 
Lewis XL who had lately mounted the throne of 
France, was one of the moft felfilh unfeeling princes 
that ever lived, he could not refiife a feemingly 
Ifrind reception to fo near a relation in fo great dif- 

«" Parliament. Hift. p. 311— 319. Ifell, Edw. IV. f. i. 
" Stow, p. 416, Holingih. p. 1313. 

N 1 trefs. 



Digitized by 



Google 



i82 . HISTORY OF BRITAIN. BookV. 

^ ^^' ti'cfs. But the unhappy queen, after long and 
earneft folicttations, at laft difcovfered that no cf- 
feftual fuccours were to be expefted from that 
quarter ; and therefore, having obtained a loan of 
ao,ooo livres, and a fmall body of troops, com- 
manded by Peter de Bre^c, fenefchal of Nor- 
mandy, ftie failed for England, and after a very 
ftormy paffage arrived oflF Tinmouth, about die 
, end of this year. Being prevented from landing 
there, her fleet was overtaken by a ftorm, many 
of the Ihips were put on fhore near Bamburgh 
Cfiftle, and that one in which the queen failed got 
into Berwick, with great difficulty. The French 
troops took Ihelter in Holy Ifland, and were foon 
attacked by a fuperior force, and the greateft part 
of them killed or taken ; but their commander, 
with fome others, made their efcape to Berwick *'• 

A. D. 1463. Nothing could appear more defpcrate than the 

Caufcof caufe of Henry VI. and his family at this time. 

dcfowitc. Almoft all their powerful friends in England were 
either killed in battle, put to death on the fcafibld, 
or attainted and banifhed out of the kingdom. Ed- 
ward was negotiating truces with the kings of 
France and Scotland, the only princes from ^om 
they could expeft affiftance; and there was the 
greateft probability that thefe negotiations would 
fucceed **. Henry duke of Somerfet, the neareft 
relation and greateft fupport pf the houfe of Lan- 
cafter, viewing things in this light, yielded to 
dcfpair, and made his peace with Edward j and 

»3 Mondelci, t. 3, p. 91. Hall, Ed. IV. f. a. Stoipr/ p. 4.16. 
J4 Ryni. Feed. torn. ;i. p. 5056—513. 
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his example was followed by fir Ralph Perqr, and a. p. 1465, 
many others ". In a word, Henry, his queen, and 
fon, were left almoft alone at Edinburgh, without 
friends, without money, and without any probable 
ground of hope. 

But nothing could fubdue the aftive undaunted Queen 
fpirit of queen Margaret. Leaving her huA)and ret't^fc- 
and ion at Edinburgh, flie failed from Kircud- ^^^ 
bright, in Galloway, April 8, with four fhips, France, 
and, landing in Britanny, obtained a prefent of 
12,000 crowns from that duke**. From thence 
fhe proceeded to the court of France, where fhe 
was treated with becoming refpedl, and ftood god- 
mother to the .only fon of the duke of Orleans, long 
afterwards Lewis XII '^ Here, however, fhe 
had the mortification to fee the ambafladors of 
king Edward, who were negotiating a truce, well 
received, and frequently admitted to audiences. 
The truth is, that Margaret was a very unwelcome 
gueft at die court of France j and> in order to 
haftcn her departure, Lewis, after exafting from 
her an obligation to deliver up Calais as foon as it 
was in her power, privately gave her a fmall body 
of troops, with which ihe arrived fafe in Nor- 
thumberland, in the month of Odlober, cxpefting 
that the people of that country would take up arms ; 
in her favour. But they, obferving that flie had 
brought but a fmall number of auxili^ies from 
France, in general remained quiet, which obliged 
her, after taking a few caftles, to retire into Scot-» 
land, where fhe fpent the winter '*. 

'5 Hall, f. li Stow, p. 416.. «<* W. Wyrccftcfi p. 493* 

»7 Villar, torn. x6. p. 454. »' W. Wyrccftcr, p. 493> 494* 
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Though England enjoyed a kind of peace during 
the ajbfence of queen Margaret, Edi^rard feems to 
have been under continual apprehenfiohs of an 
attack both from France ^d Scotland. To guard 
againft thefe attacks, he conftituted fir John Nevile, 
lately created vifcount Montacute, warden of the 
marches towards Scotland, June i, with power to 
array all the men in the northern counties/ be^ 
twcen fixtecn and fixty years of age, to repell any 
invafion that might be made in thofe parts '^ In 
the beginning of Auguft, he gaye a commillion to 
the earl of Warwick to guard the fea, with a 
certain number of Ihips and men, probably with an 
intention to intercept queen Margaret in her re- 
turn*^. When he received intelligence that ftic 
had landed in the north, he came with all pofliblc 
expedition to York ; but beii^g there informed that 
Ijbe had retired into Scotland, he returned into the 
fouth". 

Queen Margaret, being determined to make an 
effort to recover the crown which flic had loft, be- 
fore the truce between the two Britifti kingdoms was 
concluded, coUefted all the fi-iends of her femily 
who had fled into Scotland, engaged as many of 
the Scots as ftie could, by the promife of rewards, 
and permiffion to plunder, to enter into her fervicej 
and joining aU thefe to her French auxiliaries, 
formed a confiderablc army, with which, accom- 
panied by her hufband and fon, Ihe entered Eng- 
land about the middle of April. Her affairs for 



«9 Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p, 500. 
*» Id. ibid. p. 510. 



*o Id. ibid. p. 506. 
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fbmc time wore a favourable afpeft. The caftles 
of Bamburgh, Dunftanburgh, and Alnwick, were 
cither taken by her troops, or delivered to her by 
their governors. The duke of Spmerfet, fir Ralph 
Percy, and feveral others who had made their peace 
with Edward, op hearing of the queen's fucceffes, 
flew to her ftandard with their followers **. 

King Edward appears to have been greatly Ed^rard^^ 
alarmed at the defeftion of his pretended friends, p^par^- 
and the fuccefs of his declared enemies. He *'®"'' 
difpatched the lord vifcount Montacute into the 
north, to raife his forces in thofe parts, andobftiiift 
the progrefs of the enemy ; and iffued a proclama- 
tion, commanding every man in England, fron^ 
fixtcen to fixty, to be ready to attend him and 
march againft his enemies at a day's warning *'. 
Setting out from London, attended by a fplendid 
train of nobility and a powerful army, he reached 
York towards the end of May *^. 

The fears of king Edward, and the hopes of battles of 
queen Margaret, were both of ftiort duration ; and JJ^orand 
the lord Montacute had the honour to difpel the Hexham, 
one, and to deftroy the other. He firft defeated 
and killed the brave fir Ralph Percy at Hedgeley 
moor near Wooller, April 25 *'. Having received 
A reinforcement from the fouth, he advanced to- 
wards the main army of the enemy, encamped on a 
plain called the Levels, near Hexham, attacked 
them in their camp, and, after a long and bloody 

*» Hall, Ed. IV. f. «. Stow, p. 417. 

*i Ryra. Feed. torn. n. p. 514.. U Id. ibid. p. 524. 

*S Hall, f. a. Ed. IV. 

ftniggle,^ 
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A. D. 1464. ftruggle, obtained a complete viftory, May ij 



t9 



1^1 — ^ 11^ 



King Henry made his efcape by the fwiftnefs of his 
horfe, and was conduced into the cdtinty of Lan- 
eafter, where he was kindly entertained, and long 
concealed, by the friends of his family *\ Asa 
reward for this decifive viftorv, the lord Monta- 
cute was immediately after created earl of Northum- 
berland, and obtained a grant of the forfeited eftatcs 
of the Percy family *'. 
The ^uccn Queen Margaret, with her fon prince Edward, 
andpriwcc, efcaped from this fatal battle, but purfued a dif- 
ferent route from king Henry, and were received 
into Bamburgh caftle by fir Ralph Gray'^ From 
thence they foon after embarked, with the duke of 
Exeter, fir John Fortefcue, tlie famous lawyer, 
chancellor to king Henry, fome ladies, knights, 
and gentlemen, to the number of about two hun- 
dred, and arrived fafe at Sluis in Flanders. After 
vifiting the earl of Charolois, defcended by his 
mother from th^ houfe of Lancafter, fhe proceeded 

*6 Hall, f. a. Ed. IV, W. Wyrccftcr, p. ^98. »7 Hall, f. a. 

*' Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p. 524. 

»9 If the ftrange adventure mentioned by Monftrslet, the French 
hiftori^ of tbofe times, ever happened to queen Margaret and her 
fpn, it was moft probably in their flight from this battle. That writer 
relates, that the queen and her fon, flying from a battle alone, were 
bewildered in a wood, and fell an^ong a gang of robbers, who 
plundered them of their money, jewels, and every thing valuable; 
that the robbers quarreling and Hghting about the divifjon of thdr 
booty, the queen and prirce fled, but foon after met with another 
robber, to whom the queen prefentod the prince, faying, " Bdiold, 
** my friend, the fon of your king, I commit hira to your protec- 
<* tion j" witli which the robber was fo much afFe£(ed, that he con- 
ducted them to the Iea-coa(V, froqa whence they (aUedt Mosft* 
torn 3» P« 96* 

to 
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to the court of his father Philip, the good duke a>p.i464» 
of Burgundy, the.moft magnificent prince of his ' 
age. Though Philip had long been on ill teniis 
with her and her family, he received the difcon- 
folatc queen with the greateft tenderneis, enter- 
tained her and her friends in the moft fplendid man- 
ner, and having made her many valuable prefents, 
he lent her, under a proper guard, into Lorrain, 
where fhe fettled, with her fon and principal fol- 
lowers, in a caftle given her, with the eftate an- 
nexed to it, by her father Renie, duke of Anjou, 
and titular king of Naples, Sicily, and Jeru- 
falem ^^ 

The battle of Hexham was very fatal to the Execu« 
friends of the houfe of Lancafter. Befides thofe ^^°*' 
who fell in the aftion, many of them loft their lives 
on the fcaffold, Henry duke of Somerfet was 
taken, and beheaded the day after, at Hexham, 
with four others; William Taylbois, earl of Kyme, 
Thomas lord Roos, Robert lord Hungerford, 
and fir Thomas Fynderne, were taken a few days 
after the battle, and beheaded at Newcaftle ; and 
twelve knights and gentlemen were carried to York, 
and there executed ". Many of the fugitives had 
taken Ihelter in the caftle of Bamburgh, which was 
befieged by the earls of Warwick and Northumber- 
land. The garrifon capitulated in July, and the 
governor, Xir Ralph Gray, was beheadoi at Don** 
pafter'*. 

JO W. Wyrcefter, p. 497, Monftrclet, tom. s« P« 9^« 
?« W, Wyrccfler, j>. -^9S. 3» Id^ p. 499. 
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4.p.f4Ht To complete Edward's good fortune, all the 
caftlcs in the nonii were reduced in the courfe of 
this (ummer j and a long truce of fifeen years with 
Scotland was concluded, at York, June i, by 
which the king of Scots engaged to give no aid or 
proteftion to king Heniy, his queen, or fon, or 
any of their adherents''^ Edward, haviqg thus 
reduced the north to a ftate of perfcd tranquillity, 
returned into the fouth, by flow journeys, fpeoding 
the lafl: months of this year at diffisrent places by 
the way •^. 

In that interyal of tranquillity whidi Edward 
enjoyed when queen Margaret was at the court of 
France,*he formed a connexion which involved 
himfelf, his family, and his fubjefts, in many ca- 
lamities. Being young and amorous, he was cap- 
tivated by the charms of Elifabeth Widville, widow 
of fir John Grey of Groby, and daughter o£ Ja- 
quelinr de Luxemburgh, duchefs of Bedford, by 
her fecond hufband, Richard Widville, lord 
Rivers. Having tried all the arts of feduftion in 
vain, he was prompted by the violence of his paf- 
fion, to marry her privately, at Grafton, May i, 
A. D. 1463*'. Confcious of the imprudence of 
this ftep, he kept it a profound fecret during the 
troubles which enfued. Thefe troubles being now 
over, Edward thought it a proper time to difcovcr 
the important fecret j which he did, at Reading, 



3 J Nicolfon's Border-Laws, p. 26 
S4 W. ibid. p. 531— 538. 
3S Fragment ad ftnem Sproti Chron. p. 993 
f 116. 
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Sq)tembcr 29, this year, vrhsn Elifabcth was led a-^- '^^^ 
to the abbey church of that place, by the duke of '^ ^ ^ 
Clarence and the earl of Warwick, and there de- 
clared queea of England, and received the com- 
pHments of all the great men who were prefent*^* 
The part aftcd by the carl of Warwick in this 
folemiiity makes it very improbable that he had 
been employed in negotiating a marriage between 
Edward and the princels Bona, fifter to the queen 
of France, and that he was enraged at the king for 
not completing' that marriage ; though this is af- ' 

ferted by many of our hiftoriaos, both ancient and 
modem ". 

The inconveniency of the marriage of a fove^ Fafouis 
reign with one of his own fiibjcds foon appeared thcqucctrt 
on this occafibn; The court was immediately «iat*»o««- 
crowded with die queen's rel^ons, who ingrollcd 
the royal favour> and' obtained every thing their 
avarice or ambition prompted them to defu'e. The 
queen's father wt|s created earl Rivers, appointed 
treafurer of the cxcheq(uer, and conflahle of £ng« 
landj— her ddeft brother, AAthony, was married 
to die only daughter of Thomas lord Scales^ with 
whom he obtained that title and a great eftate ;— * 
John, another of her brothers, married the old 
duchefs of Norfolk, a lady of immenfe fortune ; 
—the daughter and heir of the duke of Exeter, 
the king's niece, was given in marriage to fir 
Thomas Grey, one of the queen's fons by her 

J6 W. W3rrcea«r, p. 500/. 

I? Hall» Ed. IV. f. 5. Stowy p. 4iS« Habington^ p. 437* 
Molingih. p, 667, Grafton, p. 665. P.olyd. Virg* p* s<3« 
Hwme> vol. a. p. 393. edit. 1761* 
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A.D. 1464. former hufband i— five of her fiftcrs were in a fhort 
'^""''^'^^ time married to the heirs of five of the gre a teft 
families in England '*• Such a prodigious Sow of 
profpcrity could hardly fail to render this favourite 
family a little in(blent^ and to draw upon them die 
envy and indignation of thofe from whom they in* 
tercepted the fmiles and bounty of their fovcrcign* 
But thefe paOlons did not. appear immediatelyi 
nor«produce any fatal effed for fbme time. 
A.D. 146 5» Secure on the fide of Scodand by the late truce 
^ons.^** for fifteen years, Edward laboured to procure fimilar 
fecurity fi-om the princes on the continent, that 
the Lancaftrians might not receive aid fi-om any 
quarter, to enable them to difturb his government. 
With this view, he fent the great earl of Warwick, 
at the head of a iplendid embafly, i|i the fpring of 
this year, to negotiate treaties of peace, or truces, 
with the earl of Charolois, the dukes of Burgundy 
and Britanny, and the king of France, who had all 
difcovered fome compaffion for the exiled family. 
But the ambafladors found all diefe princes fo 
keenly engaged in the war called the Public-goody 
that they had little leifure to attend to negotiations; 
which is probably the reafon that the commiffions 
to the fame ambafladors were renewed the fucceed- 
ing year, when Ihort truces were concluded *'. 
Corona- In the mean time Edward was employed at home 

in preparing for the coronation of his beloved con- 
fort. In honour of that folemnity, he made no 

w 

J8 Dugdale^ vol. ». p. iji. W. Wyrccftcr, p. 501—506. 
Rym. Feed. torn. ii« p. 581. 

• 39 Rym. Feed. torn. ii« p. 540--543. p. 56»— 568# W. Wyr^ 
ccftcr, p. 503, 504. 
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fewer than thirty-fcven knights of the Bath, on a. p. 146$, 
Thurfday May 23 j among whom were feveral of 
the chief nobility. On Friday the queen was met 
at Shooters-hill by the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
citizens of London, nobly mounted, and richly 
drcfled, and conduced to the Tower; from whence, 
on Saturday, (he was carried in a horfe-litter, pre- 
ceded by the new-made knights, to Weftminfter, 
where fhc was crowned on Sunday, by the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, with the ufual ceremonies *\ 
After the coronation, magnificent tournaments were 
held at Weftminfter feveral d^ys. 

The '''nhappy Henry VI. after fufFering many Henry vi, 
hardfliiv^ in his concealment, among the friends of ^ ^^* 
his fen lily, in the counties of Weftmoreland and 
Lancafter, was betrayed by a monk, and appre- 
hended by fir James Harington, as he fat at dinner 
in Waddington-hall, one day in the month of 
July. Sir James, with the afliftance of fomc 
friends, conduced the captive king to London; 
for \rfiich fervice he received a grant of the forfeited 
cftatc of fir Richard Tunftell*'. Henry was met 
at Iflington by his greateft enemy, the earl of 
Warwick, who commanded his feet to be tied to 
the ftirrups, and in other refpefts treated him with 
great indignity^*: a fufficient proof that the carl 
had as yet no intention of quarrelling with Edward, 
or of raifing Henry again to the throne. In this 
difgracefiil pofture the fallen monarch was con- 

40 W. Wyrccftcr, p. 501—503. 

4» Rym. Foetl. toin. 21. p. 548. W, Wyrccftcr, p. 504. 

♦* Stow, p. '41^, 
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duAed through the ftreets of London, after a pro- 
clamation had been made, diatno perfon Ihould ihev 
him any marks of compaflion or rcfpcft. When 
the proceffion reached Tower-hill, he was com- 
pelled to ride three times round the pillory, and 
then lodged in the Tower, where he was treated 
with a degree of contempt and cruelty^ which to a 
generous fpirit would have been worfe than death*** 
Magnifi- George Nevile, chancellor of England, and brother 
^^ to the earl of Warwick, had been tranftated, in 

the fummer of this year, from the fee of Exeter to^ 
that of York, and was enthroned in September, 
with aftonifhing expence and pomp. The duke of 
Gloucefter, the king's brother, and almoft all the 
nobility, bifhops, and great men df the kingdom, 
were prefent at the magnificent feaft on that occa- 
fion, except the queen's relations ; which feems to 
indicate, that a coolnefs had now commenced be- 
tween them and the family of the Neviles, to whom 
Edward owed his crown **. 
A. p. 1466. But this coolnefs had not come to a great height, 

EiiTabedi ^^^ ^^ *^^^ ^ 7^^ ^"7 appearance of an open 
born. breach between Edward and his powerful benefac- 
tors. For the earl of Warwick had the honour to 
(land godfather to the princefs Elifabeth, of whom 
the queen was delivered, February i ij^ at Weft- 
minfter : the ducheffes of York and Bedford, the 
two grandmothers of the royal infent, were the 
godmothers *^ 

41 Monftrelct, torn. 3. p. 119. 

44 Le]and*8 CoHe&iiea, vol. 6. p. t^t^. 

45 W. Wyrccftcr, p. 505. 
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While Edwai^denjaj^eddiiegrcatcftprc^ritysand ^jS^^^ 
his court was a fceae of incefiknt triumph and fefti- piftrefs of 
vitjr, thofc unhappy nioblemen who had Mowed ^^^^"^"^ 
the fintunes of the houfe of Lancafter wtre reduced 
to great diftrefs. Philip de Comines, a writer of un- 
doubted credit, affcrts, that he had fcen Henry' 
Holland duke of Exeter walking on foot without 
Ihoes, and be^ng his bread from houfe to houfe: 
a ftraoge rcverfc of fortune for one of the firft 
princes of the blood of England, hufband to the 
eldeft fifter of the reigning king ! The duke of 
Somerfet, and feveral other great men (as the fame 
author tells us), were in greater mifery than com- 
mon beggars. The duke of Burgundy, when in- 
formed of their diflrefs, fetded fmall penfions upon 
them, bardy fufficient for their fubfiftcnce**. 

The fccret jealoufy and mutual diflike which had a. d. 1467. 
early uken place between the queen's relations and on die fa- 
the powerful family of the Neviles, gradually in- ^^^fj.^^^*^* 
creafed, and now began to appear openly. The 
Widviles viewed the immenfe wealth, prodigious 
power, and extenfive influence of the three brothers, 
Richard earl of Warwick and Salifbury, John earl 
of Northitfnberland, and George archbifhop of 
York, .and chanceUor of England, with jealoufy 
and ten:ar> and ardendy defired to diminifh their 
iveahb, power, and influence, in order to increale 
their own. By degrees they prevzUcd upon Ed* 
ward to enter into their views; and a refbludon was 
formed to bring down the Neviles fix>m that tower* 
mg;pitch of greatnefs to which they had attained 

4* Memoiri de Cominet, edit* Bniflclk, torn. i. p« tlj. 
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A^Djt467* In conicqucncc c^diis reftduckm^ the king went to 
the archbiibop of YcMrk's h<»ii6» where that {vcbte 
was cofifincid by fidm^, Jui^ 8» and demanded 
the feali» which he received, and finm after de- 
livered to the bilhop of Bath and Wells ♦^ In a 
parliament that ws^ then fitting at Weftminfler, ao 
ft£t was palled) impowering the king to refi:ane the 
eitates he had given away (with fome exceptions) 
fince his acceffion to the throne ^. Tfats aft {it is 
faid) was chicfiy intended againft the Neviles, who 
had obtained grants of feveral forfeited eftates, as a 
reward for their fervices in raifing the king to At 
throne. The king immediately refiimed t¥fo 
jnanorSt which he had granted to the archbiihop of 
York ; but ai>ftained from (he further execuooa of 
the a£t againft that family for ibme tiane* 
Ncgotia. While thcfe ungenerous attacks wcpfc made upon 
Wa^fck ^*^ friends and fannily, the carl of Warwick was 
ID France, abfcnt on an cmbafly at the court of France^. He 
was received at that court (then at Rouen) mdi aU 
the honours that could have been paid die greateft 
monarch. The artful Lewis, who ardently defired 
lb union with the king of England againft his 
moKtaL enemy the earl of Charolois, to nrfiom he 
knew Warwick was no friend, met hhn iefco 
leaguea from Rouen, conducted him mm that 
city, with a fi>lemn proceffion of all die detgyt 
June jy entfcrtaincd him twelve days in the moft 
Q>Iendid manner, and made him the inaft magn^ 

47 Rym. FoeJ. torn. ii. p, 57?, 

4< Wtliament. Ifift. v. «• p. 399^ W. Wjipefter, p* $•%• 

♦9 Rym. Feed, torn, lu p* $7.^* 
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C3eiit prdbitt •^. Afitr donduding a truce for dgh- 
tcen months^ the carl returned to England, and 
arrived hi London^ July 5^ the day on which the 
paiiiament Was diflblved '\ He was foltewed into 
England by the archWfliop of Narbon and the 
baftard iif Bourbon^ who ntade Edward the moft 
tenq>dng offers to engage him to form an alliance 
with the c?oort of* Franca ^** But thcfe offers came 
40D laxt^ aod were reje^d* 

Phifip doke of BUfgUndj^, ftnd hift fen Charles 
eart of Gharctois, earneftly clefired to torm a don- 
fedcttuij^ yA& England againft France, In ordd- 
to aceom{fl}fli tiiis, they fent the baftard of Bur- 
gundy, in the beginning of June^ to the court of 
England, under the pretence of performing Certain 
feats of arms with Anthohj^ lord Siialcs^ the queen's 
brother, btit in reality to propofe a marri^Je be- 
tween the earl of Charolois and the lady Margaret, 
king Edwani's fifte*. * Nothing couM be more 
pleafii^ to Eehyard than this propofal^ as it pro- 
cured an kbnotlr^Ie fettlement to a belored Mer, 
deprived- the hoiife of Lancafter of its chief fupport, 
and fecured a powerful confederate to himfelf in 
prQ6eui:»i|( kk danrn in Frdnce. CommilCoiiers 
wttit wppSna^'on both fldes to fetde the terms of 
tke tMH-iag^s and. m the mean time Philip duke 
of Bui^gyiidy^ dMy and Ck^kv fucceeded to all hiii 
1^ domlniMi'^* This ercot made an alliance 
wich thae^x^rict ilill more dcOvaUe. 

5«> Continual of Monflrelet, p. 23. J' W, \\yrcc(ler, p* 5xo. 

«> 14. iW4-r Efi^ Fc^df torn. 11. p, 5% 

« Monlbtkv torn. 3. p. 129. Ryav. Ford, ti^, tt. f. $90. 
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A. D. i46S» 
Reconcili* 
afiton» 



TIk carl of WanRrfck, lb<m after his rcilirn from 
France, went into the norths in fotnt degree of 
difcontentj which was not diniinifhed by his oon- 
verfations with his two brothers^ particularly with 
the archbilhop of York. It is not, however, 
probable, that either the earl or his brothers as yet 
entertained any thoughts of pulling down Edwsurd, 
and rcftoring Henry V J. to the throne. 

All prelimmaries having been fettled by the com- 
ntiflioners^ the nFUuriage of the hufy Maigaret 
with Charles duke of Burgundy w^s finally agmd 
to by Edward, in a gpreat council heVl at Kingfton 
upon Thames, O&^ber i, to be celebrated as loon 
as a difpenfation could be obtained from the pope. 
But that proved more difficult tlu^i was expe^ed 
(owing to the influence of tl)e king of France at 
the court of Rome), and retarded die nuuriagt 
more than fix months *\ At the fame tim^ a 
treauy of peace, or rather a long, truce of thirty 
years, was concluded between Edward and his 
future brother-in4aw ". The kiiig, queen> and 
courts made a progrefs northward, and celebrated 
the feafl of Chriffapas at Coy^try '•. 

White the court remained.at Covtntiy, % kin4 
of reconciliation was nude faetweiea d^^imeen's 
relations wd the Revile ^miiy, by the intcipo&- 
tion.of fotnc commoa fiiends. The archbilhop of 
.York had a meeting with earl Rivera the. queen's 
father, at Nottin^^bani, Jn which all prelmunaries 
were fetded i and the earl of Warwick attended 



54 W. Wyrcefter, p. 511. 
•WW, WyiteAtr, p. 511. 
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a great council at Coventry, in January, when he ^P'^'; 
was publicly reconciled to the lords Herbert, Staf- ^ "^^ 
ford, and Audlcy, who had married the queen's 
lifters. The king was fo well pleafed with the part 
the archbilhop had afted in this affair, that he 
rcftored the two manors he had taken from him". 
But it is probable this reconciliation was not ycry 
cordial ; it is certain it was not very lafting. 

No king of England had ever taken fo much Intended 
pains to fecurc the fricndfliip of foreign princes as p^^^" ^^ 
Edward IV. Bcfides the long truce with Scjotland, 
he contrafted alliances with the kings of Arragon, 
CaftiJe, and Denmark, and with the two potent 
dukes of Burgundy and Britanny ''. In this policy 
he had tbefe two ends in vicw-~to prevent the houfe 
of Lancafter from receiving aid from any of thoie 
princes — and to procure their affiftance in an at- 
wnpt he intended to make for the recovery of the 
Ei^lifh dominions in France. He communicated 
this intention to a parliament at Weftminfter, in 
May, and it met with the hearty approbation of 
that ailembly, which granted no lefs than two tenths 
and two fifteenths, to enable him to execute his 
dcfignr^^ But internal commotions foon diverted 
aH thoughts of foreign conquefts. 

All the prdBminaries of the marriage of the lady Marriage. 
Margaret with the duke of Burgundy beii^ fully 
letckd, (he rode through the ftreets of London 
bdiind the esrlof Warwick, June i8 ; embarked 
at Margate, July i -, arrived next day at Sluis ; 

57 W. Wyrcefter, p. 51a, 5J3. 

5» Hyni. Feed. toi|i. 11, p, 5aa-*6o6f 6y, ^ 

59 Pari. Hift. yoLs. p* 332* ' 
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^P''*^; and was married wkh g^^at (blemnitjr, at Dam, 
^^ July 9**. 

Trials. Riding before the lady Margaret in diat pxoccf- 

fion was not the onlj^ mark of rcfpe6fe and confi- 
<}enGe that Edward conferred on the earl of War- 
wick about this time. Several gendenfien having 
been apprehended, and accufed of corrdponding 
with queen Margaret, the king granted a commif- 
fion to his own two brothers, die dukes of Clarence 
and Gtouceftcr, with the earl of Warwick, and 
the earl of Northumberland, his brother, to fit in 
judgment upon them at Guildhall in July, The 
two eark a£ted with great z^zi in Ae execution of 
this comniiffion ; and very unjuftifiiWe methods 
were ufed to proci^re evidence againft the {mfoncrs; 
of whom fovjnt were condemned and executed^. 
This feems to aflbrd a fufBcient proof that Edward 
did not as yet fulpeft Warwick or hi? brother of 
difafiefiion. 
A.D. 1469. George du|ce of Clarence had long been dtfcm- 
curen^cl tcntcd. Hc thou^t himfelf negle£ted by Ac king 
inanied. his brother, and imputed that neglcA to the in- 
fluence of the queen's rdatitos, againl^ wh6m he 
entertained the moft violent animofity. Their 
common hatred of the fame perfons naturally pro* 
duced an intercourfe andcommunicacioii of councils 
between Clarence and tbc earl q£ Warwick ; and 
this intercourfc gradually improved into an inti- 
mate umon of intereijb^ wliich was* at hA cmneofieot 
by a marrij^ hctweea> the duke andi the lady Ifa- 
bclla, the eldeft of t;hc earl'5 two daughters, and 

Co Stow, p. 4.11, ^x. W. Wyrce&r, p. 51 5, 
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me of the heireffes of his great eftate. This mar- a. d. 1469. 
riagc was celebrated with great pomp, at Calais, 
July 1 1, by the archbilhop of York *'. 

In the mean time, a dangerous infurredlion of infurrcc 
Ae formers and common people took place in voriSii,^, 
Yorkfliire ; occafioned by the officers of the hofpi- 
tal of St. Leonardos at York violently exafting 
certain quantities of corn, which the farmers re- 
ftifcd to payi Many of our hiftorians infinuate, 
diat this infinreftfon was raifed by the cmiflaries of 
th^Nevilc family s but this is very improbable, as 
k was certainly oppofed by one of die heads of that 
£uni]y» For when the infurgents amounted' to 
15,000 men, and approached the gates of York, 
Jdui Ncvile, earl of Northumberland, raiffng a 
body of his braveft fbDowerSj attadced and defeated 
diem, took their leader, called Robin of Redidale, 
Hid beheaded him on the fiek). The ^roach of 
m^ prevented any purfuit ^\ 

But though the infurgents were defeated, they Battle of 
were not difperfed j and diey loon found leaders Banimrx, 
of greater abilities, and higher rank, than Robin 
of Redldale, Thefe were, fir Henry Neyile and 
fir John Caniers ; ^o, leawig the neighbourhood 
of York> direfted dieir march fouthward. As foon 
as Edward heard of this inlurrcdtion, he fcnt the 
lord Herbert, lately created earl of Pembroke^ 
and the lord Staflord, created earl of Devon, at 
^ head of a confiderable army, to meet and en- 
counter the enemy. When the two earls, with 
their forces, arrived at; Banbury, they quarrelled 

*» Ha)],£4. IV, i. 9. Stow, p. 411, ^t Hall, f. 11. 
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A. D. 1469. {q violcndy about their lodgmgs, diat the (arlof 
Devon withdrew the troops under his conunaodi 
and the carl of Pembroke, with his divifion of die 
army, confifting chiefly of WeUhnnen, was de- 
feated by the infurgents at Edgecotc in Northamp- 
tonfliirc, about three miles from Banbury, July 
26 **. The vi<5kors (as was ufuaU in thofc dnnes) 
ftained their laurels with much blood whieh tbey^ 
Ihed after the batdc. The earl of Pembroke, his 
brother fir Richard Herbert, and tcii other gentle- 
men, were beheaded on the field. Richard earl 
Rivers, the queen's father, and fir John Widvilc, 
her brother, being taken in the foreft of Dean, 
were carried to Northampton, and put to death 
Qn a fcaffold, without any trial **. 

^Sivt!^*^ It was reported (fays a contemporary writer), 
with £d- that thefe diings were done by the confent of the 
earl of Warwick 5 and this, which was then only 
a vague report, hath been adopted by many hifto- 
rians as an undoubted truth**. There is the 
clpareft evidence, that king Edward himfelf enter- 
tained no fuch fufpicionj for he conftituted the 
carl of Warwick, Auguft 17, chief jufliciary of 
South Wales, and gave him feveral other offices 
of power and truft, which had been held by his 
favourite the late earl of Pembroke! which he 
certainly would not have done, if he had fulpeded 
that Warwick had any connexion with rebels who 
had murdered his own father and brother-in-law *^ 

*♦ Frigment. ad fincm Sproti Chrbn. p. 300. Stow, p. 41*. 
6| Stow, p. 4.»». Hall, f. 13. 66 Fragmcuf. p. 301. 

67 Rym. Toed, torn. 11. p. 647. 
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. But though Edward, at that time, placed great ^•^- '469. 
confidence in the attachment of the earl of War-, Ru^ture^ 
wick, that confidence did not continue much longer. ^^^J^ 
For he granted a commiflion to John duke of and his 
Norfolk, John duke of Suffolk, and Anthony ^^^^^ 
htc lord Scales, now earl Rivers, dated at Wefl- 
minfler, i6th November diis year, to array all the 
men capable of bearing arms in the counties of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, againft the duke of Clarence 
and other rebels, who had confpired to deliver 
king Henry **. The immediate caufe of this vio- 
lent rupture between king Edward and his brother 
Clarence and the earl of Warwick, is not certainly 
known, fome afligning one caufe, and fome an- 
otfier, and none of them very probable. It is 
only ceruin, that the royal brothers had long been 
cJiflSitisfied with each other's conduft ; aad. when 
they were in that fbte of mind, a fhiall fpark might, 
raife a niighty flame. 

Henry Percy, fon and heir to the earl of Nor- Percy fa. 
thumbcrland who was flain in the fatal batde of SJjJjd?" 
Towton, had been from that time kept a prifoner 
\n the Tower of Lx)ndon, while John NevUe, bro- 
ther to the earl of Warwick, enjoyed his title and 
eftate. Edward (it is faid) caufed fecret hints to 
be conveyed to the friends of the Percy family, to 
prcfent petitions to him for the refloration of their 
imprifoned chief to his liberty, and the eflates 
and honours of his anceflors. In confequence of 
thele petitions,' young Henry was fet at liberty, 
Oftober ay, and foon after reflored to the earldom 
of Northumberland ^. The lofs of fo much power 

^ R}rm. Feed. torn. ii« jp* 64^. 69 j^, i|>id. p, ^^g. 
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A.D, 1469. aii^d wealth at once could not but be very cfifagrec- 
able to the Nevile fknnily ; and this might be one 
caufe of their difcoTcring their di{a£k&ion to Ed- 
ward at this time. 

But as the feafbn was too for advanced fiw mili- 
tary operations^ conciliating meafures were adopted 
by the court. John Nevile, who had been de- 
prived of the title of earl of Northumbcrifflid, was 
raifed to the h^er title of marquis of Montague; 
and his eld^fi: (on, George, was created dul^ of 
Bedford, January 5, and fluttered with the h(q)es 
of obtaining the princefs EUfabeth, the king's 
cldeft daughter> in niarriage^. In a word, tfae 
i^econdHation between the court and the fenoily of 
the Neviles, in the be^nning of this memorable 
year, was, in appearance at leaft, fo complete, 
i^t Edward granted a commifTion, atWaltfaam 
Abbey, March 7, to the duke of Clarence and the 
earl of Warwick, to array all the men able to bear 
arms in the county of Worcefter, and to conded 
them to the army the king was raifing againft ccr^ 
t^n rebels ^\ 

lUbciiipn. The rebels mentioned in this eomtmifnon were 
commanded by fir Robert Wells, eldeft fon of 
llichard lord Wells, and other gentlemen of lin- 
colnfiiire. They drove fir Robert Bur^, who 
held a place in the king's houfehold, out of the 
county, demolilhed his c^Ue, plundered his eftate, 
and declared for king Henry. This infurreftion 
was probaUy a part of that plan which the duke 
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of Clarence aqd the eju-l of Wanwick had formed 
for their own defence^ agaitift the indignation of 
£dward:, v/hen he denounced them rebels ; and it 
had broke opt before they had an opportunity of 
acquainting th$ leaders of it with dieir recondlia* 
tioft to the court. Edward fent for Richard lord 
Wells, with a folemn promiie for his fafcty ; and 
dircfted him to write to his Ion, commanding him 
to lay down his arms. Not trufting to the fuccels 
of this fchtme, he raifed an army, with which he 
licuu-ched northward, carrying with him the lord 
WcUs^*. 

Before Edward fet out on this march, he paid a Plot, 
vifit to George Nevile archbilhop of York, at his 
houie of More-park ; and when waihing before 
lupper^^ he received private notice from John Rat- 
clifF, one of his attendants, that loo men at arms 
were ready to feize his perfon ^\ Alarmed at this 
notice, he went fuddenly out of the houfe, mounted 
bis horfe, and rode oflFfull Ipeed to Windfor^*. 

Not only the archbifliop of York, but alfo the Chu^nce 
duke of Clarence and the earl of Warwick, were J^l^k oS-" 
enraged at this abrupt retreat of the king, as in- lea their 
dicating a rooted diftruft, and refleding highly ^*^^*** 
upon their honour. They immediately dilpatched 
a meflenger to fu* Robert Wells, entreating him 
not to lay down his arms, and promiling to join 

7* Stow, p. 4*4. Polyd. Virgil, p. 51 S. 71 Fragment, p. 301I 

74 This feetns to have given rife to that romantic incredible tale 
related by almoil all our hiftoriansy^that Edward was at this time 
taken pnfoncr by Warwick, and fent to his caftle of Middleham in 
Yorkihire, from which* he made his efcape, thraogh the t«o great 
indulgence of the archhUbo|i pf York^ (^f kee^rt 
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^•D, 1470. ijjm with a powcrfiil reinforcement as focm as pot 
^^ ^' ^ fible; and in ondcr to perform that promife, dir 
duke and earl iet out for Warwick to coUcA didf 
forces ". 
i„f^,^c. But all their fchemes wereruined by the ralhne& 
I'Qn fup. of fir Robert Wells. When Edward widi his 
^"^^ ' army reached Stamford, and found that fir Robert 
was ftill in af ms, and paid no regard to the com- 
mands of his father, he was fo incenfed, that, for- 
getting his promife, he commanded his fether, the 
lord Wells, to be beh«aded. A bafe and bar- 
barous adUon ! which rendered the fon fo impa- 
tient for rewnge, that, without waiting for War- 
trick, he gave the king batde, was defeated, taken 
prifoner, and foon after beheaded at Stamford, 
with fir Thomas Dimmock, and fome other leaders 
of the infurgcnts. The unhappy fuflferers acknow- 
lcdgcd> in their lafl: moments, that they had been 
* encouraged to pcrfift in their rebellion by the duke 
of Clarence and the earl of Warwick, which gave 
Edward fiiU information of their defeftion*^ 
ChiTn«c When the duke and earl, who were then at War- 
wick.re*''^ wick, heard of the defeat of their friends at Stam- 
^1^' ford, they marched with the fmall number of troc^ 

they' Tiad raifed in a few days, into Lancafliire 
((preading as they proceeded the moft inflamnia- 
tory reports againft Edward), in hopes that Tho- 
jnas lord Stanley, who had married the earl's fifl:er, 
would join them in their revolt \ which he refafed 
to do. They then intended to march into York-- 

75 ClauC 40 Bd. IV. aped Carte, toL a. p. 7SQ. 

76 Id. \)^vXm Contin. liiH. Croyl« jp« 553 
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Ihire, where they had manf friends. But th^ a. p. 1470- 
were loon informed^ chac Edward, with his vic- 
torious army, was ah«ady at York, and had pub- 
liihed from then€e> March 20, a fevere proclamx- 
tion agaioft the fpreadcrs of fidle reports ^^ From 
the fame place he publiihed, March 24, a bog 
declaration, acquainting his fubje6b with the trea^ 
fenable defigns of which his brother Clarence and 
the carl of Warwick were accufed ; and that he 
had fummoned them> by a herald, to , appear bcr 
fi>re him^ March 28, to anfwer to theie accuiJBL^ 
tions, under the pain of being declared traijtoris^ 
As they did not appear, they were accoidingly 
proclaimed rebels, at Nottingham^ March 31 '^ . 

Defpairing to raife an army in the north, Cle^ Clarence 
rcnce and Warwick retired, or rather $cd, into the w"ck^V 
weft, in order to make their efcape to the con- ^".^^ ^' 
uneot; and Edward purfued them with ib much mto^"^. 
ardour, that he marched ifrom Nottingham \o ^^*** 
^xcter in fifteen days^*. The fugitives, having 
procured a iigdficient number of fhips, embarked» 
about the f^une time, at Dartmouth, with, their 
&nilies and moid attached frieods, direding- their 
courie towards Calais, of wAich Warmck was 
-governor, and where they intended to take iMIuu 
But diere they met with an unexpected repulf<t from 
Vaucler, to whom Warwick had given the go^^em^ 
ment of the place in his abfence. That ungt^te* , 
fill adventurer pointed his guns againft his ben^ 

' T I 

77 Rym. Foe<L torn. 11. p. 657. . 

7« Clatrf. to Ed^ I v. apua Carle, p. 7S0. ^ 

79 R7m..Fg^ tqm. 11. p. 65^. 
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A.D. 1470. fiiftor, and would not pernut hhn, or any of Ik 
"^ ~^ ^' company, to land ; not ci^cn the duchds of Cla- 
rence> who fell in labour, and was d^vertd of a 
fiui on fliip-board. Vaucler, by a confidMiikl 
mc(ftnger> advifed Warwick to retire into Fraiice^ 
and wait for better times ; afluring him, that he 
had redifed him adnniittance into Calais, becaufe he 
couU not hav6 afforded him protedion; but thac^ 
when an opportunity ofiered, he would convince 
liim that he had not forgotten his favours. What- 
ever were the real intentions of Vauder, his con- 
dadi was (6 agreeable to Edward and the duke 0^ 
B\irgundy, that the former gave him the govern- 
ment of Calais, and the latter granted him a peniion 
of 1000 crowns a-year ; on which he tock a fo- 
kmn oath to be fiuthful to Edward againft aH the 
worlds 
At the Warwick, bdieving, or intending to bdrntf, 

Ke/ Vaucler's profeffions, took his advice i and having 
feized a fleet of Flemilh ihips in his pAflagf , ar- 
rived, in May, at Honfleur in Nomaandy. There 
bt found the baftard of Bourbcm, admiral (£ 
France ysho received and treated the iUuffarious 
exiles in the moft polite and friendly manixr« 
JUiSitQg provided the beft accommodations for the 
iadies and their attendants, at Valong^# be con- 
duced the duke of Clarence, the earl of Warwick, 
wijh Jafper Tudor,, earl of Penibroke, and John 
d^ Vere, earl of Oxford (who hadalfo efcapcdfrom 
England), to the court of France, which Was thai 
at Amboife. Lewis XI. who had long dreaded the 

fo Philip dc Comines, volt i* p« ttt, tt$4 
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bdmate union (^ king Edward widi hb two moft a. p. 1470* 
formidable enemies> the dukes of Burgundy and 
Britaimy^ received diem widi the greajteft joy, and 
immediately entered on bufinefs "• 

When Warwick firfl formed the defign d£ 4e* Plan for 
thronio^ Edwvd, te had np thoughts of reftori*^ HcnJy"vr, 
Henry VL but iftfended to raife hi3 own fonrin* 
law, the duke . of Clarence, .to the throne. Of * 
this he was jurcufed by Edward, v^ his long de*t 
daradon publiibed at Torki March 24 s and it 
was generally known and believed in England "% 
But he loon found that this v^s impradicable, 
being equally difagreeable to the Yorkiih and 
Lancaftrians. He was now therefore under the 
necellky of adopting the f^n propofed by the king 
of France, which was to reftorc kfag Henry ; in 
which he was certain of the afliftance of all the 
friends of the houfe of Lancafter, of all the dif- 
contented Yorkifts, and of the French monarch* 
To eng^ him more heartily in this defig^t, ib 
l^ntntry to all his former principles and paiBons, 
It was propofed, that Edward prince of Wales 
fcould marry his youngeft daughter, the lady Am ; 
diat he (hould be regent of the kingdom daring 
Ae reign of Henry and the minbjrity of Edwud j 
^d that if Edward died without iflbe^ Clarence 
fcouW fucceed to the throne '*. 

When all thefe arrangements were fettled, mef- Marriage 
fengcrs were fcnt to conduct Margaret of Anjpuij princJ^ 

^ Wales, 
*i Contln. Monih-elety f. 34. Philip de Comlnes, 1. 3. cb. 5. p. 1 90. ^ 

•« aauf. 10 Edward IV. apud Carte,- roL *. p. 780. 
*' Contin. Monftrelet, f. 34., Philip dc Cpmineii voh t. p. i9x* 
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^'^•y^ queen of England, and her fon Edward prince of 
Wales, from their refidence in Lorrain (whaie tiicy 
had lived fevend years in great obfcinity), to die 
court of France. Though no two perfons in the 
world perhaps ever hated eath other more heardl^ 
dian queen Margaret and the earl of Warwick, yet 
their ambition, their intereft, and their need of each 
other's alfiftance, engaged them to fuppreis, or at 
leaft to conceal, theh^ hatred on this occafion. 
Margaret agreed to all the arrangements propofed ; 
the marriage of the prince of Wales and the hAj 
Ann Nevilc was celebrated to the apparent fatisfac- 
tion of all concerned; an alliance, ofienfive and 
defenlive, was concluded between king Henry and 
the king of France; and every thing agreed upon 
was confirmed by the moll fokmn oaths of all 
parries ■*. 

Clarence '^^^ fatisfadion, however, difcovered on tins oc- 
difcon* caiion was not fo great as it appeared. The duke 
^*^- 9f Clarence was fecredy difcontentcd ; nor was his 
duchefs pleafed with the prolped of feeing her 
younger lifter upon a throne, when fhe was to remain 
a iubje£L Edward found means to increafe their 
^iicontents, by fending over to them a lady who 
had formerly beloi^d to the duchefs, and had beci) 
her bofom friend and confident. This female po- 
litician (whofe name is not preferved in hiflory) 
. pafled through Calais, and had the dexterity to de- 
ceive Vaucler (the moft artful man of this age of 
deteit and artifice), by difcovering his fccrct at- 

<4 Philip de Comlnef, toI. i. p. 191. 
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cachmcrtt tp WarMfick, and concealing the dcfignof a.o.»47*. 
her own jpurney. , She arrived fafc at the court of ^ ^""^^ 
France^ and wfis Emitted, without fufpicion, to the 
du||:e aqd <3uche6 of Clvc^ce i to whom (he repre- 
fentcd the, foUjr and danger of their prefcnt eonduft 
in fuch ftrong colours, that the duke fent her back 
to his bnxher, with aflurances, that he would em- 
br^c the firft opportunity, of returning to his alle- 
giance**,, 

ICing Edward, ,after the flight of Clarence and Edward'^ 
Warwick, di(ban€|edhis(arniy, and abandoned him- ^"^^^^^ 
fclfi tQ.huntkig, finding, and other fenfual indul- 
gences, to which he was .much laddifted. The 
duke of £urgundy, who knew what was tranlaft,. 
ing in the court of France, endeavoured to roufc 
him from his fecurity, and g^ve him frequent irorn*- 
ings of an approaching ftorm* But his love of 
pleafiire, and the ftrong aflurances given him by 
the archbifbop of York and the marquis of Mont- 
ague, the earl of Warwick's brothers, of their in- 
violable attachment to him againft all the world, 
prevented his regarding thefe warnings •*. 

The king of France having furnilhed the Englifh ciirencc 
exiles with fome ftout Ihips, a body of troops, and ^ickrc**^* 
a confiderable fum of money, they embarked at turn to 
Honfleur, and landed at Dartmouth, September 13, ^^^^ * 
about five months after their departure froni the 
fame place. They had kept up a corrcfpondence 
with their friends in England 5 and fo many of thefe 
joined them ibon after their landing, that they com- 

*5 Philip dc Comineij vqU i» p. i93« '*^ Id. ibid. 
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A.P. >47Q* pofed a formidable army, with which they ad- 
^ vaiioed tdWkrdsthc capiud, difpcrfing a mai^fto, 
commanding all the fubgedh who were capable of 
beat-ihg arms, to join them, in order to dethrone 
the tyrant Edward (as tKey called him), andreftore 
king Henry to the throne *'. 
Kinpr Ed- King Edward was in tlSe north, ilippreffing fomc 
peiicU. ' comnrKxions, of which we have no diftiftft account, 
when he received the news of this landing; at 
which he rgoiced, or pretended torejoiise^ and fcnt 
a me0age to the duke of Burgundy to guard the 
feas, to prevent the earl of Warwick's efcape. But 
- he foort finindreafon to. change his fentiments/* or 
at leaft his language.. He appointed his forces to 
ailemble at Nottin^am, and waited in that neigh- 
bourhood, expecting a powerful reinforcement 
under his friend the naarquis of Montague, iirfio 
jvas then at York. But when that nobleman 
<:ame within ten miles of Edward's quarters, at the 
head of 6000 men on whom he could depend, he 
difcovered his defign of declaring for king Hciiry ; 
and that defign was fo agreeable to his followers 
(who had formerly been Lancaftrians), that they 
made the air ring with crying, ** Long live king 
'^ Henry !" The news of this unexpefted event 
were communicated to king Edward by one of his 
niinftrels, and confirmed by other meffcngcrs. His 
firft thought was, to draw out his .forces, and bravely 
tiieet his enemies. But lord Haftings foon con- 
vinced him, that he could not depend on the fide« 

. . *7 Stow, p, 4.1X. 
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hxj of his own troops, and that he had no other ^^_'^^^'^; 
part to take but %o attempt an efcape to the conti- 
nent. In confequence of this advice, the king, 
with his brother the duke of Gloucefter, earl Rivers, 
and feven or eight other noblemen, and a fmali 
body of his moft faithful followers, inftantly 
mounted, and rode to Biftiop's-Lynne in Norfolk, 
embarked on board three fhips they found in that 
port, and piit to fea, Odobcr 3. After a very 
narrow efcape from a fleet belonging to the Hanfe 
towns, then at enmity with the Englifti, he landed 
near Alcmar in Friezeland, without as much mo- 
ney in his pocket as could pay his paflage**. In 
^ manner, a 'mighty king was expelled from his 
dominions, in a few days,^ithout one ftroke of a 
fword, or one drop of bloiW ' But this was the age 
of fudden, furprifing revolutions. 

Warwick was on his way 5ito the north with l^»ng 
his army, when he receivecf -tne agreeable tidings §tonI. 
of king EdwardV flight ; on which he immediately 
marched to London, into which he entered in 
triumph, Oflober 5. Next day lie relieved Henry 
from his tedious imprifonment in the Tower, pro- 
claimed him lawful king, and conducted him 
with great pomp through the ftreets of London 
to the bifhop's palace, where he refided till the 13th, 
when he went in folemn proceflTion, with the crown 
on his head, att^fnded by his prelates, nobles, and 
great men, to St. Paul's, to return thanks to God 
for his refl:oration'*, 

** Continuat. liift. Croyl. p. 554., Stow, p. 412. Hall, f. %q. 
leland ColUAanea, vol, a. p. 533. f9 Stow, p. 411. 
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A.D.1470. Queen Elifabcth, dreading what was to happen, 
Prin^Ed^ had retired privately from the Tower, in the night 
J^ of 0£lober i, with the young princefles, her daugh- 
ters, and a few faithful friends, and taken fhdtcr 
in the fanftuary at Wcftminfter. In this melan- 
choly abode fhe was delivered of her eldcft Ion, 
the unfortunate Edward V. on November 4***. 
Effcas of When the report of this great revolution in Eng- 
thtt reva- im^d reached the continent, it occafioned the greateft 
the conti- joy in the court of France, and no lefe dejeftion in 
'^^^ the court of Burgundy. By the king's command, 
folemn proccflions of ail the clerjgy and principal 
laity were made for three days, in Paris, and all 
the great towns of France, to thank God and the 
Virgin Mary for having reftored Henry of Lan- 
cafter to the throne of England. The exiled queen 
and her fon the prince of Wales, who had lived 
feveral years neglefted and ahuoft forgotten, were 
received into Paris with as fplendid and cxpcnfivc 
triumphs as it was poffible to exhibit •". On die 
other hand, Charles duke of Burgundy, though 
naturally bold, was ftruck with conftemation, be- 
caufe he was already at war with France, and had 
now reafon to apprehend an immediate attack from 
England. To prevent this, if poffible, he fent his 
confidential fervant, Philip de Comines, to Vauclair, 
governor of Calais, who he believed to be hit 
friend. But when Comines arrived at Calais, he 
found Vauclair and his garrifon wearing the lenfigns 
of the carl of Warwick, and declaring loudly for 

9^ Stow, p. 422. 9' Contlniiat. Monftrclct, f. 35. 
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king Henry, and a war with Burgundy, rllc A.D.1470. 
found means, howevo-, by the interpofition of the 
Englifc. merchants of the ftaple, whofe chief trtide 
was with the gre^t oianufaAuring towns in Flan- 
ders, to prevent an immediate capture •*• The. 
duke of Burgundy was alfo much perpkxed about 
the manner in which he was to behave to the exiled 
monarch. To abandon him in his diftrefs, he 
knew would be dilhonourable ; to aflifthim openIy> 
would be dangerous. He therefore purfyed a middle 
courfe, by affifting him in private, and in public re- 
jcdling all his applications for affiftance ^\ 

The earl of Warwick was now at the head of Ajo.1471. 
affairs in England, and took the moft likely fteps ^l^ ^y. 
to fecure his power. To keep the duke of Cla- ^^ «»'| »' 
rence fteady, he loaded him with favours, giving *^*^ ' 
him a fhare in the regency of the kingdom, appoint- 
ing him lord lieutenant of Ireland, and granting 
him all the eftates of the family of York •*. He 
took the office of admiral to himfclC and appointed 
his brother, the marquis of Montague, warden of 
the marches •*• In a word, he turned all the 
friends of king Edward out of their offices, and • 
filled them with his own friends'*. To give a le- 
gal fanftion to the whole, he fummoncd a parlia- 
ment, which did whatever he was pleafed to diftate. 
By this parliament, all attainders agabft king Hen- 
ry's friends were repealed, and they were reftored 
to their eftates and honours 1— king Edward and 

9* Philip de Comines, 1. 3. c. <. p. aoi-^204« 

9) Id. ibid.p^ S05. 94 Ryixv Fcsd. torn. ii. p. 693. 

95 Id. ibid. p. 665. 679* 9^ Id. ibid, p, 661-7665.. 

P 3 all 



Digitized by 



Google 




HISTORY' OF BRITAIN. 



lookv; 



The queen 
&c. dc- 
tained on 
the conti- 
nent. 



Edward 
rcHirns to 
l^ugland. 



all his partifans were attainted, and their c(htC5 
confifcatedj — the crown was fettled on Edward 
prince of Wales, and his iflue, and failing them, 
on the duke of Clarence, and his iflue •^. But 
even the wifeft meafures are not always fuccefsfi^l. * 

Queen Margaret, her fon Edward prince of 
Wales, with the dukes of iSomerfet and Exeter^ 
and feveral others who had lived long in exile^ ar- 
dently defired to return to England, to refumc their 
former ftations j but were unfortunately detuned on 
the continent, during all this winter, by contrary 
winds and ftorms *'. 

The duke of Burgundy was ftill in terror of beirtg 
cruftied between the two powerful monarchies of 
France and England. To prevent this, he encou- 
raged king Edward to make an attempt for the re- 
covery of his crown, and privately aflifted hini 
with men, money, and fhips*^ All things being 
ready, he embarked, with about 2000 men^ at the 
free port of Vere in Zealand; £-om whence he failed, 
March 11, and landed at Ravenfpuron the 14th of 
the fame month "^. At his' landing he met with a 
cold reception, and even fome .oppofition, from 
the country-people, headed by one Wefterdale, a 
prieft *"". To quiet theif minds, and excite their 
pity, he pretended that he had relinquifhed all 
thoughts of claiming the crown, and came only to 
recover the eftates of his family. To convince 
them of his fuicerity in this, he wore an oftricfl 



f7 Parliament. Hi ft. vol. «. p. 334. 
i9 Philip deCominet, vol. i. p. 106. 
»o" Stow, p. 4*3 . 



9* Fabian, an. X4.71. 
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feathcr^^ thc^nfign of prince Edward, m his hat, and f^'^^^^y^ 
commanded his ifoUowers to cry, king Henry ! 
wherever they (famel • When he approached 
York, he found rthc gates ftiut againft him, and 
coiiM not obtain admittance till he had taken a fo^ 
femn oodi, before the mayor and aldermen, that 
he did not intend to claim the crown '***. 

The earl of Warwick feems to. have had pretty Wj»r- 
good intelligence of the motions and defigns of '^''^*^^* ^ 
king Edward when he was in Holland. So early as tiont, 
the 2lft of December A. D. 1470, a conaraifflon 
was given to the marquis of Montague to arm all 
the iTien in the five northern counties, to repel an 
jnvafion eipefted in thofe parts ^ and on the 28th 
of the iame month, a fimilar commiffion was 
granted for all the reft of the.kingdomj to the duke 
of Clarence, the earl of Warwick, die earl <)f Ox- 
ford, and fir John Scroop **\ In the month of 
January this yeair, the earl of Warwick was cpn- 
ftituted admiral of England, and, with the duke of 
Clarence and earl of Pembroke,; had a coromiflion 
to array the men in Wales/*"*. But we know not . . 
diftindHy what progref^ thefe commiflioners had 
piadc in the execution of their commilTiQtqp, when 
Edward actually landed. 

, After king Edward had refrefhed his followers a Edward 
few days at York, he marchfd out, direding his ^^JjT* 
route fouthward. No fituapon cpuld appear piprc Vumcs th^ 
dangerous, or even defperatp, than that in whicj^ j^?^^^ 
Edward was at this time. The marquis of Mont- 

»o* Holingf};. p. io», ^^ Ryin. Feed. torn. ii. p. 676, 677, 

»<>4 Id. ibid. p. 679^ ^o.* 
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^'^ '471- ague wis at Pomfret with an army &pQriorto his^ 
~' ami could cafily have ftc^pped his pro^refe. The 
duke of Clarence and the earl of Warwick^ each at 
the head of a powerful army^ were riiarching 
from the fouth to meet and oppofe him. Btit» to 
the aftonifhment of all the world, the marqoisx^ 
Montague permitted him to pafs without any in- 
terruption. The real caufe of this myftcrious con- 
duct will never be known with certainty; but, 
among the vario6s conjedhires that have been made 
concerning k, this feems to be the moft probabk,— 
that the duke of Clafbnce had fent him orders not 
to fight till he had joined him •^». When Edward 
reached Nottingham, thebrd Stanley, fir Thomas 
Parre, fir James Harrington, fu- Thomas Montgo- 
mery, and feveral other gentlemen, brought him 
reinforcements "***. Being now at the head of a 
refpeftable army, he threw off the malk; and, in, 
direft violation of the Iblemn oadi he had taken a 
few days before at the high alur in the cathedral 
of York, he affumed the name of king***. 
Clarence The carls of Warwick and Oxford having united 
brmher* ^^^^^ fotccB at Coventry, expedted every day to be 
king Ed- joined by the duke of Clarence and his armyj 
which would have enabled them to put an ef!e<5hiai 
flop to Edward's further progrefs. But that prince 
put them off with promifes and excufes. In the 
mean time Edward, advancing boldly, reached Co- 
ventry, March 29, and ofiered the earis batde; 
which they declined'***. The duke of Clarence 

»«5 Stow; p. 413. io« Holingfh. p. J3»9. «•? Hall, f. »6. 
io» Holingth. p. 1329. 
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ms ncm at hand, and Was liiiCfd by hifr IrttxHIcT a,i>ji47<. 
Richard duffce of Gloucefter, who came Jo hii ^"^^^ 
camp, with d fe«r ^ttencfents, and without anypaft 
port. iTie two brothers flew into ti&hr WiitVs tm^ 
braces; and after a (hort converfation, Clarence; 
haring prepared the chief men of his -army' bc-a' 
fore, declared for his brother Edward^; and thi 
two armies, which feemed to be at the p6int 6F'en^ 
gaging in a bloody battle, tinited in the moft 
friendly manner'**/ The important fecret, ^ich 
had encouraged Edward to advance in die fece of 
fo many dangers, was now difcovered; and this 
great revolution, the caufe of one flill greater which 
loon followed,' was owing to the intrigues of aii 
artful woman, of wTiofe name we are not in- 
formed. ^ ' " • 

Clarence was not afliaAied to fend an intimation KinrEd- 
to his father-in-law, of his defeftion, and tl* rio- JJj^i^^,^^ 
ladon of his rttoft fokmn engagements, and toofier Lomk*. 
his good offices to bring about a peace between him 
and Edward. This offer was rejefted with difdain 
by the enraged earl, who knew that, after what had 
happened, no cordial recohciliation erer obuM'tak^ 
place. Edward then cafled a council of wari to 
deliberate whedierhe fhould attack the earj of War^ 
wick in his camp, or it^rch direftly to Londbm 
This laft meafupe was adopted, and carried into cxc- 
cation; and he reached Weftoiinfter on Moiidayv 
April 9. Though he found the gates Ihut^againfl: 
him, he had a powerful party in the city, with 

»«? Continuat. Hift. Croyl. p. 554. Hall, f. %6. Stow, p. jii. 
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^P-'y ' j whom Jiori^ontfpontjed and cb-opcnrtcd ; and ;tlir7 
^ "^'"^ loQn procprcd his admifliony i^i$hoUt the ufc of 
force.- AdB : thfe flndtiiaries ir Loo^on and W^ft- 
xoinRtr were crowded with.his friends^ to the num- 
per z<^ aooo perfons^ among whom were 400 
kiujghts and gentleman, who now exerted all dieir 
influcpcc in his favour. J^any rich merchants, to 
wlK>m hex>wed great fums of money, ardendy dc- 
fired his reftorations and the city-ladies in general 
were his. fond admirers and warmeft advocates* 
He even found means jeitljer to corrupt or inrimi- 
datc the archbifliop of York, to whom his brother 
Warwick had coninaitted the care of the city, and 
^f king Henry^s perfon; and, with the confent of 
that pr^lat^, he ^as admitted, on Thurfday, April 1 1, 
by a poftern, into the bilhop's palace, where he 
- . . found, his ^clplcls riyali and immediately fent him 
to the Tower"'% 
Batdeof A5. foon as Warwick was joined h^y hi? l^rodicr 
Baxnct. ^ marquis of Montague, he fet out on his march 
after .Edv^fard, in hopes of finding and attacking 
luiT( ^without the walls of London. But when hp 
arrived at St. AJban's, on Friday, -^pnl i^* ^^ 
received jthe difagreeablc news, that his enemies 
were, in poflelTion ,of the capitaj. Determined tq 
fight them even there, hfi advanced tq Barnct oi^ 
Saturday J and Edward having marqhed from Lon- 
don on the fame day, th^ two armies encamped fq 
near each> other in the evening, that neiditr of them 

'to Condnuat. Hift. Croyl. p. 554I Siow, p. 4.13. HoKrigfh. 
ft I33»« I*Wlip <!^ Comincs, 1. 3. c 7. Rym. Foed. torn. 11. 

p. 7C'9« ' '. 
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enjoyed much repofe 'during *thte hight Bjrdajr- ^^"^^ 
break on Eaftcr-Suhday, April 14, both armies' 
were drawn out, and immediately ruAcd into ac-^ 
tion with uncommon fury. This battle, which' 
both partly believed would be decifive, was long/^ 
fierce, and bloody, vidlory feeming fometimes to 
incline to the one fide, and fbmetmicff tx) the other. 
At length the earl of Warwick's troops- were 
thrown into diforder, by an unhappy, miftake, oc- 
cafioned by a mift, raifed (as it was then believed) 
by firiar Bungy, a reputed magician. The brave 
carl of Oxford, whoie device on his foldiers* coati*i- 
both before and behind, was a il^ with rays, had* 
beat his opponents off the field, and was returning 
to affift his friends, wiien hift troops were attacked 
hj the earl of Warwick's rAen, who believed them 
tt) be a body of the enemy, whofe device was ar 
fun with rays. Oxfprd, ^onilhed at that attack^' 
and apprehending that fome fatal treachery (then fb 
common) had taken place, fled, with 800 of his fol- 
lowers ; which threw all into confufion. The earl 
Qf Warwick, in order to revive the courage of his 
troops, nifhcd into the thickeft of the enemy ; where 
ht fdl, covered with wounds i and his brother the 
marqvis of Montague attempting to relieve him, 
fliarcd the fame fate. Thus perifhed Richard Ne- 
vik, the ftout earl of Warwick, commonly called 
ibe King'tnakeTy and with him perilhed the profpe- 
rity of his family, and the power of his party. As 
fcK>n as^ his death was known, his army difperfedi 
and left Edward a compkte vidory '". The duke 

««« Contin. Hift, Croyl. p. 555. Hall, Ed. IV. f. %^. 
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A,j).i47X'. of Bxcttr was gricvoufly w6dnded> and loft for 
'• cjcad on the field, but afterw^ds taken up, and con- 

v^ed fccredy into, the ;fan6hjary.«t WeftminfiBr. 

^he duke of Somerfec and earl of Oxford Bed into 

Wales, smd joined the earl of Pembroke, who was 

iheiie raifing tro(^. 
Theqiitfen , Jt wHf he difficult to find in hiftory foch a fuc- 

and prince tv r t t i i i «• 

land io eoflion Of untoward events as attended me houic 
^&a»<** of L^mcafter in this ftruggle to retain the crown of 
^Ix^land. Qbeen Margaret and prince Edward, 
whofe prefence wouJd have been a great encou- 
ragea)ent to their partifans, had been detained all 
the winter on the continent ; and after they em- 
barked, March 4, they were tolled about in the 
<^hanneL no lefs than three weeks, and did not land 
at Weymouth till the evening of that fatal day on 
which this batde of Bamet liad been fought'*'. 
The i]ueen, who knew not what had lately hap- 
pened in England, imagined flie h^ nothing now 
to do, but to march in triumph to the capital, and 
take pofleflion of her former dignity^ How great 
was her conftemation then, when (be received die 
difmd tidings of the de&at at Barnet, the death 
of Warwick and his brother, the captivity of her 
tmlband, and the difperfion of all her friends 1 Oa 
this occafion, all her fortitude forfook her; flic 
funk to the ground, and fainted away ; from whidi 
ftate flie was not without great difficulty recovered. 
When Ihe revived, yielding to defpair, flie fled 
with her fon to a fanftuary in the abbey 4f Beau- 

^V* Holingfh.p. 1331. 133^. 
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Hcu"*- Her firft dcfign was, to make her efcapc, a^d^i^t*; 
vith her fon and friends, to France. But, in a 
dsqr or two, feeing hcrfelf furrounded by the duke 
of Somerfet, the earls of Oxford and Dcvonfhire^ 
the lord Wenlock, the k>rd John Beaufort, Md 
many knights and gentlemen, her fpirits and bei 
hopes revived, and ihe confented to day and make 
another attempt ; but pleaded eameftly to be al-* 
lowed to fend away the prince, to which they 
would not agree. The queen, the prince> aod 
princeis of Wales, with a few attendants, wer« 
efcorted to Bath, and the noblemen and gentlemen 
fcparatcd to colled their forces; which they did 
with fo much fuccefs, that in about ten days they 
brought together an army (it is faid) of 40,000 
men. With this army they propofed to march 
into Wales, to join the earl of Pembroke, and 
from thence into Chelhire, to ftrengthen it with a 
body of archers j which would have made it very 
formidable"*. 

But king Edward was too aftive to allow thena Battle of 
time to execute this plan. He fet out from Loa- ^^^^^* 
don, April 19, and proceeded weftward by flow 
marches, to give his forces from different parts an 
opportunity of joining him by the way. Arriving • 
at Tewkfbury, May 3, he found the enemy en- 
camped on the banks of the Severn, near that place. 
Next morning he took a view of the intrenchments 
they had made about their camp in the preceding 
nig^t, ztyi determined to attack them immediately. 

"»«} Hall, f. 30. «»4 Holingih. p. 336. 

They ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



Mtm HISTORY OF B-RITAIN. BooLTj 

'^^1 They fuftwnM the fiift attack whh great bravery/ 
^ but the duke of Somerfet, with the front liafy 
having rafhly ventured without the intrenchmemsy 
were beat back with great (laughter j the enemy 
enfitred the camp with chem^ and threw all isao 
confiiiioa. The earl<of DcvonfliirCy lord Wcnlodc, 
lord John Beaufort, with a confidcrable nuoiberaf 
of knights and enquires, and about 3000 cttnunon 
ibldiers of the queen's army, were kiUedj The 
queen, the prince of Wales, the duke of Somcrfet, 
the lord St, John, with many knights and gentlc- 
nfien, were taken prifoners. The queen, who had 
caufed and fufFered fo many calamities, was com- 
mitted to the Tower : where ftie endured along and 
comfortlefs confinement. The prince of Walesi 
having been brought into the king's prefcnce, suxi 
aikedby him, with a ftern countenance, how he had 
dared to come into his kingdom in arms, boldly 
replied, " I came to recover my father's kingdom." 
Edward was fo much irritated by this reply, that 
he had the bafenefs to fmite the prince on the face 
with his gauntlet; and his attendants inftandy dif- 
patched the helplefs vi6tim with nnany wounds. 
Whether the dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter im- 
brued their hands in the blood of this unhappy 
prince, as fome hiftorians affirm, is uncertain ; but 
there feems to be no doubt that they were prefent 
at that horrid fcene, and afforded him no protec- 
tion. On Monday, May 6, the duke of Somerfet, 
the lord St. John, and fourteen knights and gentle* 
picn, were beheaded at Tcwk/buryi and many 
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others, foon after, fhared the famfe face m odicr a^P-^«47»^ 
jdaces'". , 

This was the twelfth battle that had been fought Battle of 
in die fetal quarrel between the houfes of York and lyaecifive. 
Lancafter ; and in thefc battles, and on the fcaffbld, 
above fixty princes of the royal -family,: above one ^ 

half of tl^ noblies and principal gentlemen, and 
above one hundred thoufand of the common people 
of England, loft thc'u lives "*. Tlje battle pf 
TcwWbury was the moft decifive, and (if we ex- 
cept a few fliort commptions.) fccured the peaceable 
poffeflion of the crowns during the rqign of Ed- 
ward IV. to thehoufe of York, by the almoft to- 
tal cxtindtion of the rival houfe of Lancafter. 

King Edward entered London in triumph. May 2 1 , ©cath oF 
and next morning Henry VI. was found dead in ^'^'^ " 
the Tower. The manner of his death muft for ever 
remain a fecret, though it feems to have been the 
general opinion at the time, that it was violent. " I 
" think it prudent (writes a contemporary hiftorian) 
" to fay nothing of the death of Hcnjry VI. May 
" God grant time for repentance to the perfon, 
^* whoever he was, who laid his facrilegious hands 
" on die Lord's anointed"^ !" The hiftorians of 
the next age, who were not under the fame re- 
ftraint, make no fcruple to name the duke of 
Gloucefter as the author, if not the perpetrator, of 
this aft of cruelty **'. While his fon, the prince of 

"5 Hall, f. 3», Stow, p, 4x4. Holingih. p. 1340, 1341. 
••♦ Philip 4e Comines, V6l. i. p. 52. 185, iS6. 
•»7 Continuat. Hift. Croyl. p. 556. 
!.»» Stow, p. 424. Hall, f. 33. 
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A.D>i47t* Wales, lived, Ac life or death of Henry was d 
'^ ' ' '^ little confequencc, but after the death of that prince 

the cafe waj changed. 
Edward King Edward ipentthe iiummer of this year, in 

hirtrfcncis beftowing rewards and honours on his feiends, »d 
and pu- in punifliing his enemies with death, imprilcHunent, 
cnen^ctl* Or hcavy fines ***. A few of thcfc laft &ved them- 
felves by flying into foreign countries. The carl 
of Oxford rtiade his efcapc into France. The ear] of 
Pembroke, with his nephew Henry Tudor, the 
young earl of Richmond (the only remaining hope 
of the houfe of Lancafter), embarked at Tynby, 
intending to purfue the fame couric; but were 
driven, by contrary winds, into Britanny, where 
they were hofpitably entertained, but at the fame 
rime carefully guarded, by duke Francis II. who 
was in alliance with king Edward, againft their 
common enemy die king of France'**^. Edward, 
hating created his infant fon of the fame liamc 
prince of Wales, fummoned a great council of 
prelates, peert, and a few knights, who met at 
Weftminfter, July 3, and took a folemn oath to 
maintain the fucceffion of the young prince to die 
crown of England. Richard duke of Glouccftcr 
was the fccond temporal peer who took this oadi'**. 
-To gain the affeftions of the clergy, he pardoned 
fcveral biftiops who had been engaged againft him 
in the late conteft "*. To give a legal fandlion to 
the whole, he fummoned a parliament, which met 
Oftober 6, and attainted the perfons, and confif- 

"9 Stow, p. 4.24.. >*o Hall, f. 33. Stow, p. 4.15. Holingih. 

p. 134.5. "« Rym. Feed, tonir tr.p. 714.. "»M.ibid. p.7»5« 
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cated thc-eftates,. of as many of his enemies as, .he ^^'^^ 
pleafed"'.. '[ / . 

The laft memorable ai^d. very adlive year was a.d.h^i, 
fucceeded by a calm of feverai years duration, a.d!!u75. 
which Ijappily aftbrd few materials for diatpart of a calm. 
hiftory which is die fubjeft of diis chapter. This 
c^lm was hardly difturbed by a feeble attempt of 
the carl of Oxford, That unfortiipate nobleman 
having returned into England wjuh aifew &llpwcrs> 
fiirprifc^ 3t, M^chaei's-Mount dh CoTJ^waU, and 
4fi^nded it ibr fome time with gfeat bravery^ but 
w>is obliged to capitulate, Febj^ary 15^ and was 
iftiprifonfd in the caltle of Hammes, near Calais, 
¥(here he remained no lefs th^ tydyfe years^ tjis 
great eftate was oongfcated; and ^is counteifsy fitter 
tt> the late eirl of Wiirwick, r^uced to the ne- 
ceffity of earning a fcanty fubfiftenie by h^r needle"*. 
Though Edward had granted^ fUll pardon , to 
George Neyile, archbifhop of York, he now 
commanded him to be apprehended, accuied him 
of having correfponded with the earl pf Oxford, 
fcnt him prifoner to the caftle of Guines, and feized 
all his effects and revenues ''^ 

Though Edward enjoyed great profperity at this Edward'« 
time, it was not unmixed with fome difquiets, A '*»^*i**^*' 
violent animofity took place between his two 
brothers, the dukes of Clarence and Glouciefter, 
which gave him much uneafincfs. Glouceftcr 
propofed to marry the ladyAnn Nevile, relift of the 
lace prince of Wales, and one of the co-heireffes of 

<»l Continuat. Hift. Croyl. p. 557, 

"4 Stovr, p. 4s6. Hall, f. 35. . . » V«l. Jbi<^- 
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/.•D.i47«. flic immenlc cftatts of the late eMbf ■Warwidt; 

and , A * ' 

A.t>.i47^ Clarence, who had married her elder fifter, dcter- 
"^ ""~ ^ mined. If poflible, to prevent that mstrriage, iri 
order to retain the •whole fiicceffionL' Widithis 
view he fecreted the Huly fb carefully, that fiw fc- 
veral months (he could not be found. At lei^, 
however, (be was difcovered in London, in thedrefe 
of a cook-maid, knd placed in die fanfhiaiy of St. 
MartufAv The two diike5 pleaded their own cao(e 
before die kiflg'iii cotkkSi with much wamith ^Uid 
acrimony ; anil' it was not Without grettt diffittdky 
that a ^eeming ftconciliiftior> .was brought about,- 
by allotting cCM^'^ftates to Gk>ute/to- on his 
marriage with the lady Ann^ and alloii^ Cl^^ence 
to retaih^ 1^ gfioaceft- ^port of the diiptttftd iac- 
ceflion '**. Editekrtl's mind was • aMb habnted vAA 
c6ntimial' fears of the earl of Richmond, on whoiri 
he kriewaill the fccrct friends of the houfe of Lao- 
cafter 6ad filed their eyes ; and he mode the moil 
tempting <iffors to thedUke of Britanny to prevail 
upon him to deliver that helpWls tiftim into his 
' hands; But «hefe offers Were all rejeded '*^• 
A.D; 1473* Edward, in this interval of trariquillity, employed 
^«^^» himfelf in fecuring allies and amafllng treafurcs. 
He fettlfed all his difputes with the Hanfe towns, 
. which were then very powerful — confirmed the long 
truce with Scotland— rcne\^cd his alliances with the 
kings of Portugd and Denmark— and entered into 
ftrifter conheftions with the dukes of Burgundy 
and Britanhy "'; From his parliament, in botli 

"6 Ccmimuat. Hid. Crdyl. p. 556. ' «*? Stow, p. 426. Hall, 
f. 35- "* Ryni, FokJ, torn, tt, p. 7i«— 791, 
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thcfe years, he obtaified very large fuppliesj and ^^^y^; 
got fliU ^ater fums of money in another way, * - 
which is thus defcrib^d by a contertiporary hifto- 
rian: " A new method of railing money was Jn- 
** troduced at this time, czSXtd a benevolence or free 
^' gift 3 by which every one gave the king what he 
*^ pleafed, or, to Ipeak more properly, what he 
^ did not pleaie. By this means greater funms of 
*' money were collefted than had ever been feen bc- 
" fore, or wiH ever be feen hereafter '*•/' This 
tnonk did notpoflefs the gift of prophecy. 
' Internal peace had not been long re%)red in A.D.t4f^ 
England, ^en the people began to caft their eyes ^^]*^ 
towards the contineht, and to think of recovering faMmejt# 
the loflcs, and wiping off the difgraces they had ^^^ 
there * luftained in the' preceding reign. Edward Fnmce* 
hated Lewis XL for the affiftance he had already 
given, and feared him for that he might flill give, 
to the houfe of Lancafler ; and knowing the ani- 
moficy of his fubjefts againft the French, he re- 
folvcd upon an expedition into France. The occa- 
fion was moft inviting, and feemed to promife cer- 
tain fticcels. The two powerful dukes of Bur- 
gundy and Britanny' were open enemies to Lewis* 
Ac cdnfbble of France, and feveral of the greateft 
lords 'of th^ kingdom, were fecredy difaflfefted; 
and all thefc eameftly foHcited Edward to com^e 
over with an army, and promifed him their affift- 
mce. H'c'ijpeht this year, and the beginning of the 
ntntj inr making preparations for that expedition* 

«*9 Parliament. Hift. vol. a. p. 340—343. Continwat. Hift. Croyl. 
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A. D, 1474. 11^ negotiated treaties with the emperor, and Fer- 
~'^ dinand king of Sicily, to procure the afliftance of 
thcfe princes againft Franfce — prolonged the truce 
witli Scotland to A. D. i$i^ — c^onduded a mar- 
. liage between the prihce ot Scotland, and his then 
yoiirigcil daughter, the princefs Cecilia — fettled, by 
Jive' difFerent treaties with the duke of Burgundy, 
all particulars refpefting the conqueft and partition 
of France — and provided troops, arms, ammuni- 
tion, fhips, and every thing ncceffary****, 
A.D. I475.. At length, his preparations beitig completed, 
(ie«i^ Edward embarked at Sandwich, about t/ic end of 
tht crwm June or beginning of July, and foon after landed 
at Calais, attended by one of* the fineft armies that 
had ever pafied from Britain to the continent. He 
immediately difpatched a herald, to defy the king 
of France, and demand the furrender of his crown 
.and kingdonri. That prince was now in the mod 
imminent danger > from which nothing could have 
delivered him, but the infatuation of his encmicsi 
and his own admirable policy. Indead of return- 
ing an irritating anfwcr to fhc proud defiance he 
"had received, he took the herald into liis dofct, and, 
in a familiar converfation, told him, that he had 
the higheft relpeft for the king of England, who> 
.he knew, had been induced to undertake that expe- 
dition by the duke of Burgundy and the conftablc 
of France, who would certainly abandon him as 
{bon as their own purpofes were anfwered. He 
gave him, with his own hand, 300 crowns, and 

■io Rym» FctUi torn. 11. p. S04— $43. 
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jMTomiied him i^oo more, if he cotKiubii^d to 
liring. J^iit a pca^e. The herald (who Was a na- 
Jtive of Normandy) gained by the condefcenfiojii 
^uid liberality of fg great a king,, promilcd to pro- 
mote his views to the utmoft of his power; and 
^vifed him to addrefs all his tneflages on the liib^ 
jc£t of pe^ce to the lords Howard and Stanley, 
wfio had great influence with Edward, and were 
not food of the prefent e^cpedition. The king then 
committed the herald to the care of Philip de Co-^ 
mines, with a charge to fend him.aw^ as |boq ao4 
a$ well pWed as poffibl^"\ 

When Edward landed at Calais, he expe6ted to Edward 
be joined by the duke of Burgundy at the head of pljlmcd, 
• a powerful army. But that impetuous, imprudent 
prince had almbft ruined his array; by an unfucccff- 
fiil expedition into Germany, and panoe tojthc Eng^ 
lifli camp, attended only by a fleader. rctiotic. To 
pacify Edward, who was greatly ^l^a^incd at this 
diiappointmeot, he aflurcd him, th^t jcheearlof St; 
Pol, conftable of France, would furrendcr to him the 
ftrong town of St. Quintin. But when . thfi .Fjig^j 
lifll army jq)prQachc(}.tlbit'pkiSe» the conftaliJe^(wh3 
had fpeiy his whple life in deceiving all|hf wpry^ 
friends as well as enemies) fired upon them ^frQn| 
(he nunparts, and killed a contiderabk au^^ ^^ 
them by a fally. .The duke of . Burgundy, - who 
was ftill in the Englilb army, beii^ neithei: able t^ 
account for this conduct of .the conftabk^ nor m 
t)car the bitter reproaches of the kiiig'of £Ingland, 

91' Philip de Cominft, I. 4.)C^ 5. . : : i 

0^3 departccf 
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^-' ■ ^ departed abruptly ^ and kft that prince ina vblmt; 

^~^^^~^ rage agaihft his ^lies, aftd alnioftr fick of 1m expe^ 
dition'^. 

Trace Edward was in this temper of mind, when his he- 

France, ^^^ returned, with the report of the' pacific dilpofl- 
dons of the king of France. This report was very 
agreeable to niany of the Englifli nobilitf> aild-nM 
difpleafing to the king ; and the artful JLewis em- 
pbyed fevcrd mediods to increafe their defire^of 
p^ace, and their dinatisfa6ti6n with their allies'^ 
In a ' word, £dward held a council in iis cafnj), 
near Peronne, Auguft 13, in which k wasirefblved 
- to n^Otitte a truce with the French king, for diefc 

threcMfcafbns:^f— the poverty 'of the army— tiirf 
*^ hear approach t)f winter — and the. fmali: affiftaq^ce 
**^ of his 'allies^"* and a commiflion . wsfis. giYcnlto 
the lord Howardj with three othersj to manage t&at 
negotiation*^, Thefc plenipotenriariBs rpct ^th 
no difliaikiiesrj ^nd a trucei fol- feven years, was 
concluded, 4a die Englifli camp c near Amiehs, 
Augxift 29; 6n their own termff v which wcl-b thcf©*— 
that the kittg of Fi-an<^'fliail pay m die king of 
Bngjand 75,000 crowns ,wkhin fifteei^ -days — ^tiiat 
Ut ftiaili pty him alfo jJc>ioo6 crowns a-year in 
IDttiiipri, during their joint fiVts— flite-Ae 'dauphin 
of Pt^ce ^all marry the princds' EHlabeth of 
pnglaxid-^d that Edward Ihall rliturri with his 
l^hote'uityry into his own cou^tryi as' Iboh .as he hath 

fiWkd the 7 5,0od ' tn>wns. In this truce," all the 

»J> Phijip de Conaincs, 1. ^. ch. 6. «n See Villir, torn. i8. 

ip. Z55, Philip deCogninea; I. tf..ek.)r* : < ^URym. Feed. torn. ii» 
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|ri9tes of both kings who chofe to accede to it vcnc ^^^ X 
icoipprchended"'* Le^is at the fame time agreed - 
-to j)^ to ^Edward 5o/:>oo. crowns, aJ the ranfom of , 
ij^^^g^et y6f Anjpu^ queen dowager of England j 
:^n^onfequenc^ of which, that.unh^py princeS 
was let ^liberty, a^^ returnedto her family and 
^^ve country*?*'.. , * V ' \ '> ' 

^ -l^vjery .thing beiog thus amicably adjufted bf- intcrfiew 
^Of^e^, t:^ ty?o Jciqgs, they had a perlbnal interview **^«i^»*' 
yon ^^ bji^ge.ox^ ^P SommCj at Pequini, Ai|- 
gy^^ag^ ^ Ajff f^^^ interview, botji Edward apd 
X-iCwis fwo^e to the ottifervation of the treaties, with 
each /pne liai][d pn the gofpels, and the other on a 
piece j)t the ^pjic crols^ after which, they converfed 
tbactKcr for ibrhe time in the irioft friendly aijid fa- 
miliar maonerV^ 

,I^i?ps, 3U/.jin Aj?^^^ JTSaS^* 

not only c^orrppted the Englifli plenipotentiaries, Enj^fli* 
but; ajJ, ti)^ otli^r Eugjlilh minifters, by^his carcffes, ^iniftert. 
bribes^ and pe^nfions. - Nor. was there. fi> much as 
piic lafpQBjg^ dieni whp hjd the fpirit or virtue to 
jgcd his offers. B.efides what he gayc them ia 
mooej;,^ pljite, and oAer ptefents^ tUt penfions he 
fetded-vppn them, arpounted to 16^060 crowns 
it-year'**. To keep^ the Englilh arniy in goo4 
humour, he fent thcnri a prefeht of 360 e^rt-loads 
of wine, aad enteitairifed ail d^ vj* 

fitcd Amiens, where he.rcfided, in the piOft h6fpl- 
table manner '**^ ' ' .' ' , . ', / * V 

>M Ryiii, P«d. trim, ik; p. >5^flui . *l*lli.Iibj4l . n 

H7 Philip de Cominei, h 4. ch. lo. *S* Id. ibid. p. %Zjm 

»39. Xd. ibid. Pn.«?9* r O •* ^ • * ff . •" • • 
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^^H9S' But thQjjgH.l^ewi^ did every thjog in hisjpowcr 

Wward to plcafc tlic EngliA "^wftilc A^ 

yT\'*T f^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ nothing he ^fo 'ardently dle'fe^^ 
as their departure. To forward tllis, he inftari^ 
paid the money ftipulated by the treaty;- and' 1^3- 
ward having received it, embarked wjchVis anw 
at Calais, and Arrived in England; September 28***. 
Thus ended an Expedition, Which had Ijrfertthc 
refult of many rtcgotfations, of long, cKpcnfivc 
preparation3, and threatened Le^'is ^t^ tvidi tife 
lofs of his crowiS, and difmcmbermeht* of his 
kingdom, without having made, or fo muqh as 
attempted to make, the fmalleft conquefl*/' fn 
this mannej:^ Lewis, by his cool and prudchf con- 
duft, with his perfect knowleclge';of th^^^affions 
and foibles of his antagonifts, diflblved one of the 
' moft formidable tor\t^&etkc\ts' that ' ^ ever 
formed againfl France, without fhedding one drop 
' of blood ; and at the f^me" time gained 10 great an 
influence 'm the courtpils of, Ms erl^rrties, that they 
were never ^blc to give bim'thfe leafr^iftjiirbancc. 
While he was, by a long^ train of cunous con- 
trivances, conducing the'leveral mernbefs of this 
confederacy to the point to which he^H^jftied to 
bring tbem^ he rpade thiern the fubSjeclSwof his ridi- 
,(:ulc arnong his confident's j' but; carefully* abftained 
tfom fuch difcourle! in rnixe^ company **\ 

The Kng- Though king "Edward, who was now become 

c^tM^. cxceflively fond of pleafure, eafe,* and money, and 
was pcftud Uf the matdv he had made io^ bis ekieft 

ifo Stow, p. 429. »4« Comineri toin» x. p. ioj. 
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daughter,, and his minifters, who had been bribed A.. D. 1471. 
and penfioned by the king of France, were pleafed " ~^ 
with the conclufion of this expedition ; tj^e ptopte 
of England in general, and ffiany martial adven- 
turers in particular, were'dilbontented. But their 
murmurs were not much ftjgarded ***. 

Edward, after his return from France, ^indulged a.d.h?^. 
h'Tspaffions, and fpcnt much'gf his time in feaft- ^^/^^ 

„ 1 1 ' it rt • J 1 *♦ ^ indulges 

ihg, galwuitry, and the fiilhiohable amufetncnts of hit pai- 
the -times; ' Hts ivm^cy which* daily mcreafed, ^"*- 
promptecf hirn to employ a great variety of ,.me~ 
diodsi fon^ of them veiy oppretttve, and others 
of rfiern very tjnfuitable i^thc dignifty of his ftation, 
to fiy hi^ coffers^**'. / But though he plundered 
hisfubjefts himielf'with^vefy little ceremony, he 
was remarkably fevtre irt| p^niiftjing private plun- 
derers and robbers, who were very numerous after 
the army was difbanded*3\ To keep Edward in 
this line of life, and prevent his in terferipg in the 
aflfairs of the CgftCiheiriti the; lUng >f France was 
punftual in the payment of the 50,000 crowns a- 
year ftipulated by the late treaty, and no lefs.puncj- 
tual in the payment of their perifion^ to £dward!3 
minillers'**. • -• " - 

Though Edward was lb much devoted to his Edvrara 
pfcafurcs, he was not perfe6Uy eafy in bis mind, g"^^^^*^ 
Henry earl of Richmond was ftill alive, and out eariof - 
of his reach, and might one day difpute the thfonc j^jo hlT 
with him or his pofterity. He rclblvcd therefi»c *»*'^«- 
to make an attenlpt to get him into his hands. 
With this view he fent an embafly tp the duke of 

M* Continuat. Ilift. Croyl. p. 559.. »4J Id. ibii. i 

' ^ 144 la. ibid. "4S Ryin. Feed, torn. 11. p. 30. 4.5. 

Britanny, 
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t'^^U^l ,Britanny, to rejiew the treaties of alliance^ .wd.o 
prevail upon that prince to give* up the carl of 
Richmoijid, and his unqlc the eajrl qf Pembroke. 
The ambaffadorsj it is iaid» were fumiflied with a 
large. fupn of qipney^ an4 inftrufted to afllircthc 
tiuk'ertti at Edward intfndfd.tQ marry the earl of 
'Richmond tq one,.Qf hi^ o.v.i viaughtcrs, -and there- 
by to put an eni to the fatal q.uarrel between the 
• Jioufes .of Xork^^i^^ j^^ancafter. . The jtrearics of 
alliance \vere renewed^ and die d^di^ waj at kngth 
pr.qv^ilecl upon to deliy^ dae twa earls to the aai- 
.baili^ors, tQ. be,.,qp'qdp^ed. ijpto JEnglfnidl. .Bi^t 
berore they embarlced,at 5ti.JMaloes, Jthe duke, 
Jbegjnjiigg to ^R^ibt.itne ]|^ p^ Edward's pro- 

mires^ient tiis'^ypu^^^ who re- 

'cov^red the two earl^ Qut'of d^elKandsof thcam- 
.bafiTadors, * and placecl 'thenfi ^in ji. fanduary. Bu^ 
to give the lun^^dTEjigland. all jpoflible fatisfac- 
'riph, the duke engaged to guard tlie two earls with 
To rnucK care/ that th^y fl^op'tcl. never give him 
'any trouble"**.' What Edward's r^al- intentions 
wf re c^^nnoj be^'cerkaimy fenow^ all our 

Bjfforia^s, V^ubpult;.heiJ^u<?^^^ propiounce them to 
Have been of the Wort criminal and Tanguinaiy 



L. - .W^W^-: : v<;n>L: 



>.tui477, ... The .duke of^urguhdyi and the earl pf St.M| 

peathi. :confl:ableof Fraflcci Edward's two principal allies 

\ .in. the late confcderaicy againft Lewis, did not long 

JSiryivCjthediflhlution of that confederacy. The 

conflable paid the forfeit of all lus dark intrigues. 



»4* Rym. Feed. torn. i». p. 37. Hall, f. 48, ^9. Holingft. 
p.-k3*9« Stow, p. 429. 
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bf |)eiog beheaded at Paris, 19th December A. D. a-i>»477- 
1475 ; ^^ *^ ^^ke of Burgundy, after lofing ^ '^^ 
two battles agaJnft the Swifs, loft his life in a third 
againft the duke of Lorrame, 5th January A- IX 
1477 **^- This brave, but ra(h imprudent prince^ 
left his only daughter, Mafia of Burgundy, heineis 
of his dominbns and of his misfortunes, which 
were both very gr6at. 

Edward ftill continued to be exceedingly fufpici- Bxeai« 
ous, and punilhed the flighteft appearances of dif- ^^^ 
afiedion to his perfon and government with great 
feverity. Two gentlemen, Thomas Byrdet, of Ar- 
row in Warwickfliire, arid John Stacy, a learned 
clergyman, fell vi<5tims to this cruel, fuipicious 
fpirit. In the courfe of this year, the former of 
thefe was tried,^ condemned, wd executed ^s a 
traitor, for an angry expreffion, which at pident 
would be a fubjoft of laughter, rather than of 
punifhilient s the latter was tried and put to death 
for the knaginary crime of necromancy'*". 

But this ijpirit foon produced a more tragical ciarenc^ 
fcenc, and hurried on king Edward to an unna^ tented^ 
tufal aft of cruelty, which in the end proved &dd 
to his own family. No cordial fricndfhip had ever 
lulififted between the 4uke of Clarence and the 
queen's relations, who, by. ^eir influence with the 
king, produced a coolnefs between him and Cla- 
rence, which gradually increafed into a moft ran* 
corous animofity, by unfriendly offices on the one 
fide, and too ftrong expreilions of refentnient on 

'4f Comines, I. 4, c. xi. 1. 5. c. t. 4. t. 
»4» Stow, p. 430. Hilt, Cwyl. p. 561. 
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^'^•^^77* the Other. The duke had become a wid^er, hj 
"the death of his duchefs Ifabella, 2 id December 
A. D. 1476; and Charles duke 6f Burgundy bring 
killed in lefs . than a fortnight after, his only 
daughter became the greateft heirefs^in the world 
Clarence, who wanted not ainbitionj naturally 
turned Mi^ eyes- towards this rich, fuccefllon, and 
applied to his fifter Margaret duchcfs-dowager of 
B«Fgundy? to promote his views. That princefs, 
who loved him better than any of her odier two 
brothers. Warmly efpoufed hfs caufe, and every | 
tiling wore a promifing afpeft. But Edward, who 
ought to have promoted tliis fcheme widi all his 
power, from policy as well as fi?om natural aficc- 
tbn to his brother, oppoied it, and caufed his 
queen's brother^ Anthony WidviUe, carl. Rivers, 
to be propofed aiS a proper hulband-to the young 
Keirefs; who was rejeded with difdainJ This 
. cruti iteju^y.'fUhk <bjep into th« heai-t of Clarence, 
who felddm afterwards appeared .« court, or in 
council i ' and when he did appear, was fuBen, 
filent^ and vifibly difcontented. The execution of 
Burdet arid Stacy, who were his friends, and 
owed their <ieath to their attachment to him, over- 
came his patience, and threw jiim off his guard* 
He went the day after to the council-chamber at 
Weftminftter, attended by W. Goddard, a cele- 
brated divine, who had. affifted t-he fufferers in 
their lafV moments, and gave in copies of the 
private and public declarations they had made of 
jheir innocence, ^d then withdrew '*\ 

'49 Hift. Cioyl. p. 5<2.. 

Edward; 
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Edward, who Wanted only a handle to wreak his ^•^* »47»«^ 
vengeance on his unhappy brodier, greedily laid cul^cn^ 
hold on this, called a council of pedrs and prelates, co"<i«=mn- 
to which he invited the mayor and aldermen of cutcd/ ^' 
London, .and, before them, loaded Clarence with 
many accufatioris, magnifying every indifcretion 
into a crime, and reprefcnting his laft aftion as no 
fefe than high treafon. The duke, with the con- 
fcnt of the council, was committed to the Tower, 
and on January i6, was tried for treafon by his 
peers in parlian^eht. The accufations brought 
ogainft him were eidier grofsly abfurd or very tri* 
Ring'^^ The heavieft articles were, — That he had 
cauied his fervants to report, that the king was a 
necromancer, — and that Burdet was unjullly exe- 
cuted. This trial was managed in a very uncom-^ 
mon and indecent manner. The king was the 
only pleader againft the prifoner; and the duke 
was the poly perfon who dared to anfwer fuch a 
pkaderv : The witneffes too (as we arc told by a 
contemporary hilhorian, who was probably prefent) 
appeared more like profecutors than witnefles**'. 
<^lafence was ^condemned, and a fentence of death * 

pronounced upon him, by Henry duke of Buck- 
ingham) who was high fteward on that occafion. 
That one of tte houfes of parliament might have 
no caufe to reproach the other with all the guilt, 
or to claim all the honour of this tranlaftion, the 
commoni were phftiiled upon to appear at the 
bar of the houfe of peers, fome time after, and 
demanded the execudon of this fentence. It was 

•P $49 StQW, p. 431, 43*. »J^ Continu^^t. Hift, Croyl. p. s6i. 
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conduA. 



A.D.147^ accordingly executed privately in* the Tower, 
March 1 1 ; but by whom, or in what manner, die 
contemporary hifterian who gives the fuUeft ac- 
count of this matter doth not lay, and probably did 
not know ***. Fabian, who was dien a young man, 
tells us, ^< he was drowned in a barrel of mahre- 
^' fcya '••/* 

Several of Clarence^s eftatcs were granted hf 
Edward to the queen's brodier, Anthony earl 
Rivers, on this hypocritical pretence, that as he 
had done the earl great injuries, it would be an ad* 
Vantage to his foul after death, that die earl got hb 
eftates "^ The king became more and more luxu- 
rious and expenfive, and at the fame dme more 
oppreffivc and rapacious"". Delighted widi die 
TCguhr payment of die 50,000 crowns a-year bjr 
the king oJF France, which enabled him to puiiiie 
bis pledures; flattered with the pro(pe&Qf a mar- 
riage between the dauphin and his eldeft daughter; 
and influenced by the advice of his penfioocd mi- 
nifters ; he permitted Lewis to attempt the rain of 
the houfe of Burgundy without intemipdon. 

Though England enjoyed peace at this tiai^ the 
people were far from being h^py. A deftnidive 
peftilence raged at London and in other p^KXs 
during the greateft part of this year '*•. Edward, 
funk in floth and luxury, permitted himfdf to Jx 
amuied with treaties and prom^ by vthe ardul, 
perfidious Lewis> which that prince intended tidier 
to keep or vidate as he.jfoiihd ponvement; It Js 



A. D. 1479. 

Peililcnce. 



»5» Contiouat. H5ft. Croyl. p.'sCit 
'54 Rym. Foed. torn. ii« p. 95. 
•5* Slow, p. 431. 
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a fufficient proof of this, that though he how 
agreed, by a very folemn treaty, that he and his 
iieirs fhould pay 50,000 crowns a-ycar to Edward 
during his life, and to his heirs for 100 years after 
his death, he withdrew that payment as foon as he 
tould do it with fafety *". 

It was one of the peculiarities in the dharaftcrof a. o. 1480. 
Edward IV. that he engaged in treaties for the ^^^^^^^j^;; 
marriages of all his children almoft as foon as they ward an j 
were born. But of all thefe marriages, he had none frlS'^ 
fo much at heart as that of his eldeft daughter, 
Elifabethi with the dauphin, which had been agreed 
upon in the treaty of Amiens, A. D. 1475 '*^» 
By one of the articles of that treaty, Lewis en- 
gaged to con^ufl the young princefs into Frand^, 
at his own expence, and to put her in poHeflion of 
6o,coo . livrcs a-yearj but as he never intended 
the marriage (hoUld take efFeft, he was in no h^fte ^ 
to perform this article* Edward at length became 
impadeht and fufpicious, and fent the lord How^u-d, 
in May this year, to the court of Frapce, to de- 
mand the immolate execution of the above ardcle. 
But Lewis being no longer under a.neceflity of 
diflembling, refufed to comply with that demand, 
ted threatened to withdraw the payment of the 
, 50,000 crowns a-year, ftipulated by the fame 
treaty* 

Edward now began to open his eyes, and to per- Anittj«# 
ceive that he had been deluded by the deceitful ^*^*^.^v- 
L.ewis. Enraged at this, he renewed, with Mary 
duchefs of Burgundy^ and herhuiband, Maximi* 

>n Kjm, FatdU tsoi. ii, p. 204. 'i^ Id. ibid. p. 19. 
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A. a 14J0. ii^ ^ukc of Ayftria (to whom flie had been mar- 
•^ "^ ^ ricd, A. D. 1477), ^'^^ alliance which had been 
made between him and the late duke Charles 5 and 
er^;aged to lend tliem an aid of 6000 archers, if 
L>ewis did not agree to a truce or peace, under his 
mediation. Maximilian and Mary, on their part, 
agreed to pay him the 50,000 crowns a-year, which 
had formerly been paid by France, if he engaged 
in a war with that crown on their account '*^ Fol- 
lowing the bent of his genius, he at the fan)C time 
contracted a marriage between his daughter Ann, 
a child about four years of age, and Philip, fon 
of Maximilian and Mary, an infant in his cradle ; 
which, like all his odier contrads of that kind, 
came to nothing '^. 
Breach Whcn Edward meditated a war againft France, 

Una. *^^ * ^^ rcfolved to prevent all interruption from Scot- 
land, by affifting the difcontented nobles of that 
kingdom, and embroiling it in a civil war. With 
thils view, he appointed his brother Richard duke 
of Glouccftcr his lieutenant, and fent orders to die 
lords, knij^ts, and gentlemen of the nordiem 
counties, to array all the men wHo were fit for war 
in thofc counties '**. Nothing, however, hap- 
pened this year, but a few mutual incurfions of 
litde confeauertce, and an unfuccefsful attempt on 
the town 01 Berwick. 
X^D-M^f. King Edward made great preparations, in die 
^vdaMi. ^P^i^g of tliis year, for invading Scotland, both by 

»5f Ryin. Feed. tom. ii. p. x2}-»iiS. 

"fto Itl. ibid. p. 118—135. •'* W» >^«d. p. 115—119. 
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feaand land"**.- King Janfies was no kfs aftive A'^p- '4«'^ 
in prepafing for a war-wish England, in- which he, ^"' ' 
was. heartily lupported by his fubje6ts> , ^ho feewd 
to haV€ been much exaf*perat)ed againft the Englilh> 
and particularly againft the king. This appears 
irom the. a£ts of a parliament held at Edinhurgh^^ 
in April, in which the moA, vigorous meafuresr 
were adopted for refitting the rieffar (robber) Ed- 
ward, as he is conl!tantly c^ed in thefe a(fls '*^\ In 
confequence ot dlis fpirit, the people crowded from 
all parts to the royal ftandard; and an army of 
40,000 men (it is fald) aflembled at Edinburgh, 
In Auguft, and from thence marched towards Eng- 
land '•*. Edward was fo .much alarmed at the ap- 
proach of thi? formidable army, that he refolved 
to ftand on the defenfive -, and that all men niight 
be at leifure to take arnis, he commanded all the 
courts to bq (hut, and put a ftop to all proceedings 
at law till Michaelmas *^^ But after all thefe pre- 
parations on both fides, tio action of great im- 
portance happened in the courfeof this year. 

Alexander dujce of Albany, brother to the king a-D-hS*. 
of Scodand^ having efcaped oUt of the caftle. of swiiLrd!^ 
Edinburgh^ in which he had been imprifoned, was * 
at this time in the court pf England, and concluded 
a treaty of alliance with tdward, June 10. * In 
this treaty Alexander called himfclf king of Scots, 
engaged tb do homage to Edward for his^crpwi?, 
and to deliver the town and caftle of Berwick to 
England i and Edward engaged to aflift him wiph 

. *^« Rfm. Ftini. txun. I2. p. i}^. t . tf} Btvcki^s, f6L i^; ^5. 
»^ PitfcolUis H»Aoi7 of Scot\;aja, edit. 172!, p^, 77. 
■^5 Ryin. Feed. torn. X2. p. 14.1. 
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^^ 'j^*: an army to obtain the crown ^. In con&quence 
of tMs treat3P| the dukes of Albany and Glouceftcr 
entered Scodand with a gallant army of 25,000 
men, took the town, but not die caftie, of Ber- 
wick, and then marched to Edinbui^h, into whidi 
riiey were received widiout any oppofition **^. Scot- 
land was at this time in a moft diflra£ted flate* 
The king, .at variance with his chjpf nobility, was 
imprilbned, or had Ihut himfelf up in the caftic of 
Edinburgh, and* all go^tt-nment was almoft diC- 
Iblved. ' In this extremity, a number of the no- 
bility met at Haddington, and fent propofals for a 
peace to the two dukes at Edinburgh; and, after 
a fhort negotiation, a peace was concluded, Au- 
guft 1 *^. Two days after, the provoft and com- 
munity of Edinburgh granted a bond to repay all 
that part of the marriage-portion of the princefs 
Cecilia, contracted to the prince of Scodand, which 
had been paid, provided the king of England de- 
clared that it was* his pleafure the contract (hould 
be diflblved *^\ Peace being thus concluded, the' 
duk<i of Gloucefter, who feems to have aded with 
great moderation, returned with his army into 
England, and took the cafUe of Berwick in his 
way. This expedition cod Edward £ 100,000^ a 
great fum m diofe times ; but the. nation was fo 
well pleafed with the recovery of Berwick, that the 
next parliament thanked the dukeof Glouqefter for 
his good coadud, and confirmed Icveral valuable 

tM Rym^Fltd, ton. t«. p. ts^ ^ ^^ Ci^ ^ 5^ 

>*s Rym. Foedi* tont. it. p, t6u ^ Id, ibtd» 
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grants that had been made to him by the king^ his 
brother "'•. 

Edwardj being at laft convinced of the perfidy a* 0.1433. 
of the king of France, by receiving the news, that ^^^^ 
the dauphin, who had been contracted to his iv. 
daughter Elifabeth^ A. D. 1477, was adhially be- 
trothed to Margaret, the infant daughter of Maxi* 
milian duke of Burgundy, at Paris, 4th January 
this year, that the contraft was confirmed by the 
parliament of Paris, and celebrated with great re- 
joicings in that cityj was enrag^ beyond meafurej 
and breathed nothing but revenge *'*. To execute 
this revenge > he prepared with great Irdour for an 
expedition into France j and^ to prevent interrup- 
tion fi-om Scotland, he conduded a new treaty of 
alliance with the duke of Albany, who had again 
revolted '^. But an enemy agamft whom thjere is 
no defen<^e fbon put a period to all his projedb* 
He died at Wcftmiilftcr, April. 9, in the 41ft 
year of his age, and the ajd of his reign j but of 
what difeafe is not certainly known *"• A con- 
temporary writer fays, that he was not affefted 
with any pardcular diieafe, and feems to afcribe 
his unexpefted death to the anguifh of his mind, 
and the bad habit of his body, brought on by his 
cxccffcs"*. 

Edward had by his queen three fons and (even His itfue* 
daughters, of whom one fon and two daughters 

«Ta Hift* Croyl. p* 563. 

>7< Monftrtleti u>m*,4^ f. 71. Philip de Comines» h 6. c. 9. 
^7* Rjrm. Feed. torn. li. p. 173. 
i7l Hift. Croyl. p. sd^. Stow, p. 4^3. 
»74 Hift. CrajtI. p. S^J, 56+. 
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A*D.ijti. jj^ before him; and two fons and five daughters 
. filrvived him, viz. Edward, his eldcft fon and fuc- 
ceflbr, born in the fanAuary at WeftmiiAer, No- 
vember 4, A. D. 1470 J— Richard duke of York; 
— Elifabedi, who was contrafted to the dauphin, 
and afterwards married to Henry VIL — Cecilia, 
contrasted to James prince of Scodand, and mar- 
ried to John vifcount WeUs j — Anne, contracted 
to Philip of Burgundy, and married to Thomas 
Howard duke of Norfolk j— Bridget, who became 
a nun at Dertford; — and Catharine,, contrafted 
to the infente of Spain, and married to William 
Courtenay earl of Devonfhlre, Though he had 
many miftreffes, he had not many natural children. 
He left a fon by Elifabeth Lucie, named Arthur, 
who, having married ElifabctK-heirels to her brother 
John lord Lifle, -was raifed to that title by Henry 
VIILj and a daughter, named Elifabeth, ^0 
was married to Thomas lord Lumley *^\ 
ciarenct't The Unhappy duke of Clarence left alfo two chil- 
**^"*' drcn by his duchcfs Ifabel, viz. Edward earl of 

Warwick, who fell an innocent Viftim to the cruel 
jealoufy of Henry VIL A. D. i499r;^ — and Mar- 
• garet, of whom we Ihall hear in the progrefe ctf 
this work *^** 
Glrtraaer Edward IV. was much admired, in his youth, 
of^Edward f^j. |.j^^ beauty of his face and die handfomenefs 
of his perfon; but before his deatH he became cor- 
pulent and bloated, by his intemperance *^'. His 
addrefs was eafy, engaging, and familiar, which 
gained him the hearts of many, and the money of 

»7J Dugdale, vol. i. p. 3i». 176. >7fi Id. ibid. p. 165. 

'77 Philip dc Comincs, torn. i. p. 197, 
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not a few, particularly of the fair fex ^^\ He never ^•^* ^^^5- 
forgot the name or face of any perfon with whom 
he had once converfed j and he is evei| (aid to have 
known the charafters and circumftances of every 
nobleman or gendem^ of any confeq^i^ce in his 
doniiniofis '^V H[is great fuccefs in war (having 
gained nine pitched batdes, in which he was 
pffcfcnt, and fought on foot, and never loft one)* 
may be admitted a» a fuffieient proof of his itiili- 
t?ry (kill and courage, as weft as* of his got)d foi--^ 
tune. In a word, if his virtues had been eqtadi to - 
his endowments, he would have been* both a grfat^ 
and good king. But that was not the cafe.- j^is' 
piety is indeed > celebrated by* the monk of Cr^- 
land; butitdid not prevent him frbm violating 
his moft folemn oaths, when he was fH-ompced to 
it by paflion, or the prolpeft of advantage *•*". He 
was ^iilty of many adts of cruelty ; and the xinna- 
tural murder of his brother Glaixnce ipu(t fixvan 
indelible ftain upon his charadber. Whenever he 
enjoyed pe^ce^ he abandoned himfelf to |deafure 
and th^ gratification of hts>^petit€s. . On; his pafv 
&X1 for women ht laid no reftraint^ and his tim- 
prudent and crinui^al indulgence of it plunged 
hhn into much diflxefs and guilt, prodticed alifiiE^ 
alfcthe difoa-dera'x>f his reign, and all die calami- 
des-that befel his friends and ^nculy. -The-indlri- 
gence of vidoijs.pafiions is as pemicioxis to princes* 
^ to private pcrfons^ » . .! / 

»7^ Hall, f. 37, f "T? Hif(. Cr«yl. p. 5^4^ 

•»oia. ibid. .... - 
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SECTION V, 

Frpm the acajfm of EdwardV. A. D. 1483, is 
tk'i^ accejion of Henry VII. A. D. 1485. 

A.D.I4S3- CDWARD prince of Wain, die cHeft fon 
Edward v! ^ Edward I y. was proclaimed king in Lon- 
procimim- doi^ ApHl 9 (dic day on whtcfi his fiuher <&cd)i 
*^* by ibc name of Edirord V \ He was dien only 

in die diiiteendi yfcar of bis age ; but his tide wa^ 
i^^^^^ that it vn& not imagiixd anydi^iite could 
pebbly arife about his poflSbffion of t^ throne; 
thot^ inviy dFea4ed ^t Very Fiolent difputes 
woidd ariib about the adminiftradon of the govern* 
ment during his nunority. 
State of The c<ttirt of England at diis time was divkkd 
partis, into |wo parties. One of thefc parties con- 
fined of. die queen and her reladons, with fiich as 
attached themfelyes to them in order to ofcftain pre- 
fcrniont 1 the other was oompofed of ceitain ti<Ak- 
men, who, by their long and faithfhlfervices, hi4 
gained tjhe confidence of the late t^ng, and had 
been tho^y flippprted in dieir places, without asy 
dependence upon or conq^ddod y&dk the queen's 
' rclationa. The obic& of this laft party weFe,«e-tlte 

duk^ of Gloucefter and Bucking^iami with the 
lords H^ings, Howard, and Stanley. While 
Edward \Y. lived, his audiority checked the paf^ 
|iQi^ of both th^fe parties;^ and kept theqi withiq 

< ^ir TliQ. ^o^f apvd l^eimet) yol. ^. p. 4?|t 
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decent bounds. He was not, however, ignorant of a> p» hh?- 
their fecret animofity; and therefore, in his h&, 
fickneis, he brought about a reconciliation between 
chem, which, like aknoft all court-reconciliations, 
was neither fincerc nor permanent*. 

The great objedt which each ofthefe parties had D'fpwte in 

J 1 «• ^ /• 1 council, 

m view was, to get and keep pouemon of the per- 
ibn of the young king, that they might poflefs his 
power. At the time of his father's death, he re- 
fided at Ludlow caftle, under the care of his uncle 
Anthony earl Rivers, who was hb governor, at- 
tended by Icml Richard Grey, his uterine brother, 
fir Thomas Vaughan, his chamberlain, and others 
of the fame party '. The queen and her friends 
]Ht>pofed in council to nufe a fmall army to efcort 
the king to London, in order to his coronation s 
but this mealufe was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the 
other party, who (aw its tendency ; and particu* 
larly by the lord ch^unberlain Haftings, who 
threatened to leave the court. The queen, unwill- 
ing to raife any difturbance in the banning of her 
ion's reign, agreed to limit die number of his at- 
tendants to 2O0O ♦. Ths^ the queen alpired to the 
regency, was lulpefted, and is not improbable: 
bat cannot, I think, be proved: but that fhe wifhed, 
and hoped, that flie and her relations would have 
as much power in the prefent as they had in the 
jnreceding reign, and diat her enemies were deter- 
mined to prevent diis, if pofllble, is abundantly 
evklent 

* Hall, Ed. IV. f. 6c.' l Sir T. More, p. 481. 

4 Hift. Croyl. p. 5^ 565. 
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Thexiukc of Glouqcftcr wa^ b\ thcoiorth of fiog- 
Condua' land, preparing for a fecond expedition into Scot- 
d!ikc*of i^^> ^^^^ ^ received intelligence of the king his 
Gioucef- brother's death. He immediately haftencd ft) 
York, attended -by 4^Xh <^ his frien^j beiides his 
ufual retinue, all drefled in mQurnii^. . There he 
celebrated the late kjng's fiiner^, prop Uimcd his 
fon Edward V. took an oath of fealty to that young 
prince, ^d enjoined th? magift^^ate^jj ^ npbility, and 
gentleiTien of thofe parts, tor;{;ake fimibr oatiis. 
From thence, too, hp wrote letters to %hfi^ qiacen, 
and to her brotJier the earl ^Rivers, full of the 
warmeft profefllons of friendQiip to them, and of 
loyalty ^to tHe king ', What his real intention^ 
were when he nude tnefe prgfeflions, I ih^ nqt (9 
much as conjofture.. - ^ ; I 

Giouccf. .That the lord Hafl^ings Tent, intelligence .to the 
duke of Gloucefter of the tranfaitions ia fjouqaji 
and th? deiigas of die queen;;jnd Jier party afic^wt, 
t^eth^r with offers of Jiis afliiifince tQ rail^^iinjCD 
the regency, cannot be doubted4 -For though- that 
lord had been.moft fincerely attached to Ivdwvd 
IV. (from whom he had rqceiv«d the hou$;(ural)le 
and lufratiye ofEces of governor of Cal^s wi 
ch^imberlain <?f England), ^nd, was no jlefe fincerelf 
attached tct his fon Jidward V. i yet there was po- 
thing hp dreaded fo much as to ^e the admiaiflara- 
tion in the hands of the queen and her rclatjoas, 
by whona hg kiaew he was hatedi Gloucefter 
at the fame time received fimilar afllirances from 
Henry Stafford duke of Buckingham, the molt 

5 Hift. Croyl. p. 5^5. 
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powerful nobleman then in England, who promifcd ^^-p-hSs- 
to join him immediately, at the head of his nu- '"-^^'^ 
merous vaflals ^ Having received thefe aflbrances, 
and knowing that the noblemen, gendemen, and 
people of the north of En^and were warmly en- 
gaged in his intereft, he certainly determined to 
intercept the young king in his way to London, to 
tike him out of the hands of his mother's rela- 
tions, and thereby Xecure to hamfiflfthe^dminiftia-- 
tion during his minority j but wh^ethier' his viewi 
extended any further at this time or riot, it fcemi 
to be impofllble tOk di^ovcir* 

To execute his defigns, whatever they^ere, thtf The earl 
duke of Glouccfter departed^ from York, widi & St"i*"f 
numerous retinue, and arrived^ April 29, at Nortfi-' pnibncd. 
ampton,. where he waSf joined by the duke of 
Buckingham, with 900 of. his foUoHWi^ The 
kingj being then pn hisr way to L!Qtndoa> lodged 
thatnjght.at Stony-Stratford, only ten miles from> 
Northampton i .and,*.thf .«earl .R?v?Ki :the jbrd' 
Richard Grey, ai>4 foiW others, entertaining; iv> 
(ii^icion.of any ill defignagainft <^4jnr -waited on 
the two dukes, to cpncert meafures about the king's 
journ^y^- and approaching coronation. They were 
received' by- rhem with the greateft appearance of 
cordiality, and they fpent the evening together in 
convivial mirth and pleafantry. But next- morn- 
ing, thi earl Rivers, the lord Richard Qrey, fir 
Thprnas Vaughan, and fir Richard Hawfe, were 
made prifoners^ and fcnt to the cai^le of Pomfret 

« H:ft. Croyl. p. 565. Sir T. More, p. 451, col. «. 
7 Hi(h Croyl. p. 565. 
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AD. 14^3. in Yorkfliirtt*. All the king's other attendants 
and fervants were difoiil&d, and a prodanuttioo 
publifhed^ forbidding them to come near die court, 
under the pain of death'. 
Gbocef. This tumultuom ftizure of his neaneft reladoitti 
fom^thc ^ arbitrary difmiflion of all his friends and ftr- 
Wng- vants, ftruck the young king ^ih grief smd caror^ 
and made him burft out into complaiats and tears. 
When die duke of Gloucc^ came into his pre- 
jence> he feU i^on his knees^ made the ftrongeft 
profelfions of loyalty and affe&km to his perfoni 
afiured him^ that what had been done was fat his 
prdervations and) in a word^ he faid and did every 
thing in his power to dry up the tears and diipel 
the terrors of the helplefi, unhaj^ prince^. 
The queen 'i When thc rcport of thefe unexpeAed events 
ituuy. ^V reached London^ it occasioned great condifion, 
both at court and in the city« The queen^ aknoft 
diftra£ted with grief and terror^ hafteiied» with her 
ion the duke of York^ and her five daug^ters^ into 
dte fanStuary at Weftminfteri where fhe had for- 
mcrly found proteftion in her difh^ls. The par- 
rifans of the different parties, in great crowds, and 
fomc of them in arms, had meetings and confulta- 
tions ; thofe of the queen's party in Wefhninfter, 
,and thofe of the duke of Gloucefter's party, with 
the lord HafHngs, in thc city ", In thefe confulta- 
tions, no fixed refolutions could be formed, as the 
real intentions of thofe who had the king in their 
yoflcfllon were unknown. 

« Hift. Croyl.p. 565. . 9 Id. ibid* 

•• Id. ibid. Sir T. More, p, 484. 

^« Sir T. More, p. 4S4. Hift. Croyl. p. 566. 
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The lord Haftings, who (though ^n oeicpay to a. d. 14X1. 

Ac queen 4nd her relations) was heartily attached Ai^bU^ 

to the young king, and only meant to raife the ^P^»^^ 

duke of Glpucefter to the regency, fent a rne^engpr, * ^"^'*' 

at midnight. May i, to Thomas of Rotherham, 

wchbilhop of York;, and chancellor of England, 

to acquaint him with what had happened at Stony* 

Stnitferd, and to aflure him, that the intentions of 

die lords who had feized the king were honourable, 

and &/ the good of the nation ; and that all would 

end welL That prelate, alarmed ^t what he heard, 

immediately vofe j and, taking the great feal with 

him, and attended by his fervants in arms, haftened 

to the queent He found that bnhappy princcfs in 

the fan^uary, fitting on the fiopr, furrounded by 

her weeping children, herfelf bathed in tears, and 

bewailii^ the approaching deftruAion of herfelf and 

iamily. The good prelate laboured to difpel her 

terrors and revive her hopes, by telling her the 

comfortable meflage he had received from the lord 

Haftings. But the very name of Haflings^ whofc 

hatred to her and her family fhc well knew, in- 

creafed both her fears and griefs. The archbifhop, 

finding her apprchcnfions and forrows were too 

great to be removed by words, gave her the flrongeft 

afliiranccs of his own inviolable attachment} and, 

leaving the great feal with her as a pledge of his 

fincerity, retired. He fbon became fenfible of the 

error he had committed in leaving the feal ; and, 

fending for it by a proper mefifnger, it was re- 

w Sir Tf More, p, 4tit 

Thp 



Digifized by 



Google 




HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book V. 

The duke of Gloucefter and his partifans, having 
^e j^7ng^ fpent a day or two at Stony-Stratford, dilpoCng of 
conduaea . ^^{j. prifoncrs, and forming their new arrange- 
don. merits, condufted the king to London; into which 

they entered. May 4, the duke riding bare-headed 
before his nephew, and calling to the people, 
** Behold your king/* The young monarch was 
lodged in the bilhop's palace ; where, it is faid, the 
duke renewed his oath of fealty, in which he was 
followed by all the prelates and nobles prefent, to- 
, gcther with the mayor and aldermen of X-ondon **. 
j>nkc of Two or three days after, a great council was 
cjioucef. aflembled, confiding of ?11 the .prelates, nobles, 
tcfior. and great men about London ; and by this council, 
the duke of Gloucefter 'was unanimoufly chofen 
proteftor of the king and kingdom. By this 
council, too, after fome deliberation, It was agreed, 
that the king* fhould be lodged in the tower of 
London, the place frbm which the kiri^, inthofe 
timqs, commonly rode in ftate to Weftrhihfter, on 
the day before their coronation *\ 
Popularity 'tbc cjukc of Glouccftcr doth not feem to have 
ofcjiou- been unpopular, but rather the contrary, at Ais 
period. If he had not ^)een virtuous, he had 
been decent in his deportment, and avoided thofe 
excefles into which the king his brother had fallen. 
His wifdom was fuch, that, in the piidft of a court 
torn by the moft violent faftions, he was not ob- 
noxious to either party • and though he ftood well 
• wich the ancient nobility, he had no quarrels witl\ 



n Sir T. More, p. 486. Hift. Croyl. f, 566. 
U la. ibid. ^ * 
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the queen and her .relations. He had adhered a.d.x4«3' 
Ileadily to the late kiiig in all his fortunes^ and 
made the ftrongeft profeflions of loyalty and affec- 
tion to his fon.— In a word, if he had died at this 
time, or if he had never aJpired higher than the 
protc(9x>rlhip, he. would probably have been banded 
down to pofterity with the charafter of a brave and 
wife prince^ 

After the duke of Gloucefter was inverted with the Procia- 
proteftorlhip, he proceeded with great feeming "^^^"** 
alacrity in preparing for the coronation of the 
young king, which was appointed to be at Weft- 
minfter, June a 2. To render that ceremony the 
more auguft and fplendid, he required, by procia-. 
marion. May 20, all gentlemen who had ^40 
a-ycar in land, to come to London by June 18, 
to receive the honour of knighthood j and by par- 
ticular letters, dated June 5, he invited fifty young 
noblemen and gentlemen, of the beft fapiiilies, to ap- 
pear before the king in the tower of London, four 
days before his coronatiop, to receive the noble or- 
der of knighthood, probably meaning the order of 
the Bath ". Thefe meafures were either indications 
that he really had an intention, ib late as June 5, 
to crown his nephew, on June 22, or they were de- 
figned to perfuade the world that he had fuch an in- 
tention j but which of thefe was the cafe, I fliall not 
determine. 

In the mean time, the council frcquendy met. Lord lU-. 
Ibmctimes at one place, and fometimes at another, ^'"Sf ^«- 



'5 Rym. Foed. tore, is* p* iSx. xSs* 
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to (iionfult about the coronation^ and other affalrSi 
On Friday, Jtinc 13, one part of the council met 
at Weftminfter, to notify in form to the mayor and 
aldermen of London the day of the coron^dii; and 
the other part of it met with the protedtor in the 
Tower. As this part of the council was ddibeniing 
on bufinels, the door of die room was fuddeni/ 
opened, and a party of armed men rufhed in, cry- 
ing, treafon! treafon ! One of diem wounded the 
lord Stanky on the head vdth a pole-axe ; and they 
inftandy feized that lord, mih the archbilhop of 
York, the bilhop of Ely, and lord Haftings. The 
uproar was great, and the aftonifhment of the pri- 
fbners inexprcfflble, efpeciaUy of lord Hafhngs, 
when he heard the protedfor (with whom he be- 
lieved he ftood in the higheft favour) pronounce 
him a traitor, and command him to be immediately 
put to death. This cruel command was executed 
with equal cruelty; and having allowed himonljra 
few moments to confels to a prieft, they beheaded 
him on a log of wood, which lay accidentally in the 
court of the Towen The lord Stanley and the twd 
prelates were imprifoned in diflferent apartments of 
that fortrcfs *^ What prompted the protcftor to 
imbrue his hahds in the blood of a nobleman who 
had lately done him the moft eflcntial fcrvices, and 
with whom he had, to that moment, lived on the 
mod friendly footing, I fhall by and by inquire. 

*<* Hift. Croyl. p. 566. Sir T. More, p. 494. SirThoniaf le- 
Utes fevcral other circumftances of thi« f^range tranfa^^iooi but wany 
ot^hem aie frivolous, and others of them highly imfirobable. 
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On the feme day (June 13), a ftill mcM-e bloody ^^ ^1^^ 
tragedy was aftcd at Pomfret in Yorkftiirc. Sir exccu. 

dons at 
Pomfret. 



Richard Ratcliffc, a great confident of the protec- ^**"» *^ 



tor, had, by his orders, coUefted an army of about 
5000 men, in the north, and was conducing them 
cowards London* When he arrived at Pomfret, he 
beheaded, without any trial, and widifbme circum* 
ftanccs of peculiar cruelty, Anthony earl Rivers, 
the king's uncle, and the moft accompfi(hed noble^ 
man of that age — the lord Richard Grey, the king's 
uterine brother — fir Thomas Vaughan, who had 
been chamberlain to the king when prince of Wales 
— and fir Richard Hawfc ■^. That Ratcliffc perpe- 
trated thefc horrid deeds in confequence of orders 
from the protedor, canndt be doubted. 

The, proteftor, who ftill continued to wear the ^y^^® 
malk of loyalty to the king, held a council on in the 
Monday, June i6''. At this council it was fug- '^^'^* 
gcfted, that it would be highly indecent to fee the 
duke of York in fanftuary among murderers, 
thieves, and robbers, at the time rf his brother's 
coronation -, and a deputation was appointed to wait 
upon tlie queen, and perfuade her to permit the 
duke of York to leave the (anduary. Cardinal 
Bourchier, archbiftiop of Canterbury, was put at 
the head of this deputation (much, it is faid, againft' 
hb will), and prevailed upon the queen, who cer- 

«7 Hift. Cro]rf. p. 567. Sir T, More, p. 4^6 f 

** The hiftorian of Crojiand 13 the only contemporasy writer 
who give» a date to this tranfa^lion i and I have folkmtd bim, thougb 
1 have Home ruTpicion that he hath placed it a latUe too late* Hkt 

Croyl. p. $66, 

tainly 
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A. D. 1483. tinly had not then heapd of the cruel. fete of her 
fon and brother at Pomfret, to put , the young 
prince into his hands, who conduced him to the 
Tower, and delivered l]im to the protcAor '^ A 
contemporary, hiftorian fays, that the queen refigned 
her fon to die archbilhop willingly ; but fubfequcnc 
hiftorians affirm (on what authority I know not), 
that it was with extreme reludtance, and only to 
prevent his being torn from her by force. 
End of The .laft.ad of royal authority that we know of 

oi^^E^i?" that was performed- by the unfortunate Edward V. 
v^ardv. Qr rather by the protestor in his. name, was giving 
commiffions to three perfons to provide oxen and 
Ihcep for the ufe of the houfehold for fix months, 
dated June 17". This was certainly the laft 
day of the reign, if a reign it can be called, of that 
unhappy prince. On that day a new and fiirprifing 
fcene began to be exhibited, to which we muft now 
attend, 
wben the It fecms to be impoflible to difcover at what time 
f^cd^ Richard duke of Gloucefter formed the plan of 
hiapiot. fupplandng his nephew, and placing himfelf on the 
throne. If he had formed that plan before hp took 
the oath of fealty to the young king, and engaged 
others to take it, he was guilty of great impiety : 
but as the faft cannot be proved, he cannot be 
fairly convidted of that crime. If we could rely on 
the following relation of fome of our hiftorians, wc 
Ihould be led to think, that this defign had been en- 
tertained much earlier than is commonly imagined. 

«9 Hitt. Croyl/p. 566, *• Rym. Feed, torn. 11. p. 187. 

One 
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One Miftlebrokc, fay they, came to the houfe of ^^-^j^^* 
one Pottier, a fervant of the duke of Gloucefter, 
in the night, and told him, that king Edward was 
dead; then faid Pettier, my mafter will be king*'. 
That fo obfcure a perfon as Pottier Ihould be in 
poileilion of fuch an important fecret, is not very 
probable. One hiflorian aflerts, that Richard, in 
the reign of Edward IV. confulted the mofl: fa- 
mous lawyers in England about the grounds on 
which he afterwards claimed the crown; and an- 
other affirms, that he had even expoftulated with 
Edward himfelf on that fubjed**. But what cre- 
dit is due to thefe affertions, I fhall not determine. 
At any rate, a plan for dethroning a young prince, 
who had fucceeded his father with univerfal appro- 
bation, could not be formed and brought to ma- 
turity in a day, or even in a few days. It cer- 
tainly required a confiderable fpace of-timeto com- 
municate this plan to a fufficient number of per- 
fons, and to gain their confent to its execution. 
That this plan was privately communicated to 
Buckingham, Howard, RatclifFe, Catefby, the 
mayor of London, and many others, and their af- 
fent obtained, is very certain; and that lord 
Haftings was put to death for refufing his aflent, 
is aflerted by almoft all our hiftorians. But how 
much time all this required cannot be afcer- 
tained. 

The (lory that was now divulged, and propa- Th* pro- 
gated by the protedtor and his friends, on which he claim to 

the ciown» 

»« Hall, f. 4. Ed. v. SirT. More, p. 481, 
"Id. ibid. Buck^sHift. Richard III. p. 585. 
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founded his own claim to the crown, and the -at- 
clufioa of his nephew, was this : that the late kii^ 
Edward IV. before he married the lady Grey, had 
been contra£led, and even privately married, to 
lady Eleanor Buder, widow of the lord Butler of 
Sudley; and that, in confequence of this prc-con- 
traft, or prior marriage, his fubfequent mariiagt 
was illegal, and all his children by the qvieen were 
baftards**. Whether this ftrange tale, true or Bdfe^ 
was known before it was nov/ publifhed, or, if it 
was known, to what degree of notoriety it had at- 
tained, cannot be now difcovered. Many reafons 
might be given to induce us to believe, that it had 
never been heard of till it was produced on this oc- 
cafion. If the earl of Warwick or the duke of 
Clarence had been acquainted with it, when diey 
were inflamed with the moft violent hatred 'againft 
the queen and her relations, and againft the king 
on their account, would they not have publiihcd it 
to the world ? Would it not have covered aH their 
enemies with confufion, if they had made it known 
that the king and queen were living in adultery, and 
attempting to impofe a Ipurious iflue upon the na- 
tion ? This would have efFeftually efl:abli(hed the 
right of the duke of Clarence to the fucceffionj 
and is it to be imagined, that a prince who had at- 
tempted to defame his own mother, in order to 
baftardife his brother (for which he was attainted 
by parliament), would have fpared the queen, his 
mortal enemy, if he had known or fufpeded that 

*i Hift. Croyl. p. 567. 

her 
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her marriage was liable to the leaft objeflion ? XKe 
queen had been crowned whh great folemnity^ pro- 
vided for by parliament as queen of England, ac- 
knowledged by all the worid as Edward's lawful 
wife to his death, and their children coritrafted 
to the greateft princes in Eiirope, without the leaft 
furmife of any flaw in their l^rth. The nature ot 
Edward's engagement with lady Butler is not well 
defined ; nor is the truth of it well eftablifhed. A 
contemporary author, of the beft tredit, only fays, 
*Mt was alleged that he had made a dontraft with 
** her**." Another contemporary writer indeed 
relates, " That the bifliop of Bath faid, that Ed(- 
" ward had promifed marriage to her in his pre - 
" fence, and that he had afterwards married them 
*' without any witneflfes*'." But neither the time 
nor the place of this pretended marriage were ever 
mentioned i the lady was dead; no witnefles had 
been prefent at it: and therefore it could not bd 
proved, but by the fingle teftimony of StiUington,- 
bifhop of Bath, who was a very wicked, ambitious 
man, and was tempted (as we are told by Philip de 
Comines) to make this declaration by the pompous 
promifes of the proteftor **. That Edward had de- 
Itided the lady Buder by oaths and promifes, anci 
that Stillington, then a profligate young prieft, was 
in die fecrct, and aflifted in the delufiofi, might boi 
true 5 but that he had contraded any engagements 
imh her that rendered his fubfequent marrisige ille- 
gd, and aU his children bs^ards^ there is hqz fuf-* 

«4 Hift. Croyl. p. 567. »5 Philip ^ C«mincf> 1. 5. c. i8. 

P* 415* ** W. !• ^* €• 9« P« 497* 

S a ficieot 
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A.D.I43S. ficient evidence. The proteftor got rid of the 
claims of Edward earl of Warwick and his fiftcr, 
the cliildren of his elder brother Clarence, by the 
attainder of their father. 
Schemes This whole affair feems to have been a fcene of 

of gIou-^^ great iniquity, in whicfi the protestor was theprin- 
cefter. cipal aftor, aflifted by many great accomplices. 
Having obferved that the greateft part of the an- 
cient nobility both feared and hated the queen and 
her relations, and dreaded that when the young king 
came of age, his mother would Inftigate him to 
revenge the murder of her fon and brother, by 
whom he had been educated, and the many cruel in- 
juries that had been done to her and her family j 
he believed it would not be difficult to pcrfuade 
them to raife him to the throne, as they had raifed 
him to the proteftorlhip, as the only cfledlual way 
of fecuring themfelves from danger. He made 
the trial j and, with the help of liberal proniifcs, he 
generally fucceeded. But fome pretence was want- 
ing to fet afide the numerous iffue of the late king; 
and no pretence would anfwer that purpofe but diat 
of their being baftards. The gallantries of Edward, . 
and the profufion of his promiies and oaths to fe- 
yeral ladies, in order to feduce them, were not un- 
known. Stillington, who had been imprifoned by 
the late king, and was one of Richard's moft zeal- 
ous partifans, furnilhed them with one ftpry ; and 
if that had not been furni(hed,^another would have 
been found *^. It plainly appears, that the pro- 

^7 Philip de Cominety toI. i. p. 497* 
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teftor himlelf did not lay much ftrcfs on this ftory : 
for in the aft of parliament baftardifing Edward's 
ifliie, many other objeftions are made to his mar- 
riage, all of them trifling, and fome of them per- 
feftly ridiculous; and the tale of lady Butler is 
brought in at the end, without any name of its au- 
thor, or evidence of its truth**. 

The proteftor's fcheme being now ripe for exe- shaw-g 
cuuon, he prevailed upon Dr. Ralph Shaw, a cele- 
brated preacher, brother to the mayor of London, 
to publifh liis claim to the crown, in a fermon at 
Paul's-crofs, on Sunday June aa*^. . The doc- 
tor, it is faid, pvera6ted his part, and did not con- 
teat himfelf with baftardifing king Edward's chil- 
dren, but aflerted^ that Edward himfelf and the 
duke of Clarence bad been baftards, at the expence 
of the charafter pf Cecily duchefs of Y6rk, the 
proteftor's mother '^ But that he carried his folly 
and impudence to this length, elpecially as the pro- 
testor was prefent, may be doubted". It is ftill 
more incredible, that (as ibme of our hiftorians af- 
firm) he called the lady to whom he alleged king 
Edward had been precontracted, lady Elifabeth 
Lucy, inftead of lady Eleanor Butler '*. Fabian, 
who refided then in London, and was perhaps pre- 

*• Parliament. Hift. vol. ». p. 389, One of their ohjc6lions to the 
marriage is, that king Edward had been bewitched by the lady Gi ey's 
mother 5 and this the parliament gi-avely undertake to prove. 

*9 Fabian, f. 224. so Sir T. More, p. 497. 

to Stc the honourable Mr. Walpok** excellent wor|^ iotitUd, 
" Hiftoric Doubts,** which hath thrown much light o^i thi? perplex^ 
part of our" h J ftory, p. 37, &c. 

J» Mr. Walpolc's UiftoiicDoubts, p. 41. * 

S 3 fcnt 
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A.D.I4S3* (ent at diis famous fermon, fays, *^ It was totbe 
- "^^ " great abucion of alj the audience, except fiich as 
*' favoured the mater, which were few iii number, 
*' if the truth or plainnefe might have been 
« fhewed" " 
l^ucking- The duke of Buckingham made an docjucnt ha- 
f^ch at rangue on the fame fubjeft, June 24, to the mayor, 
<Tui)abaii, aMermen, and citizens of London, from the hutt- 
ings in Guildhall, endeavouring to convince theni 
that king Edward's children were baftards, and that 
the proteftor was the only perfon who had a right 
to the crown. All admired his eloquence, though 
many, it is feid, were not convinced by his argu- 
ments ; but fome of the audience having tolTed up 
their caps, and cried. Long live king Richard I the 
duke interpreted that cry as the unanimous voice 
of the citizens of London, ackndwledging the pro- 
tedor's title. to the crown. He returned them his 
moft hearty thanks, accompanied with promifes of 
many favours and much felicity in the future reign; 
and then defired the mayor, aldermen, and chief ci- 
tizens, to meet him next day, to petition the pro- 
teftor to take uppn him the crown, exprefling great 
apprehenfions that his exceffive modefty, and won- 
derful aflFe<5tion to his brother's children, would 
make him rejeft their petition **. 
The crown Accordingly, on Wednelday, June 25, the duke 
offerred to of Buckingham, and feveral noblemen, with the. 
uaorT" mayor and aldermen, went to Baynard's caftle, 
where the prote6tor then was, and requefted an 
audience on a matter of great importance. The 

M Fabian, f. 114. ^ Sir T. More, p. 49*- 
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protcftor at firft feemcd to be much alarmed at fo a.d.i4«3. 
great a concourfe, and to dread fome dcfign againft ^~' 
his pcrfon, but was at length prevailed upon to 
take courage, and to give them audience. When 
they came into his prcfence, the duke of Buck- 
ingham, having requcfted and obtained leave to 
ipeak, made a long harangue on the nuferies and 
tyranny of the late reign, the illegality of Edward's 
marriage, the illegitimacy of his children, the pro- 
testor's undoubted title to the crown -, and con- 
cluded with an earneft requeft to him, in the nan^e •-* 
of that aflembly, to take that crown to which he 
was fo well intitled. The proteftor appeared to be 
fiirprifed at this propofal. He acknowledged the 
truth of all the duke had advanced, but declared, f 
that his love to his brother's children was greater 
than his love to a crown. The duke, returning to 
the charge, affured him that none of Edward's chil- 
dren fliould ever reign over them j and at laft dropt 
a hint; that if he perfifted in rcfufing the crown, 
they would offer it to another, who would not re- 
fufe iL The protestor feemed to be ftartled at 
diat hint, began to helitate, defired a litde time to 
confider, and gave them caufe to hope that he 
would yield to reafon ^nd importunity **• 

The laft fcene of this political farce, or rather The pro. 
tragedy, was afted on Thurfday, June 26. In '^^^^^^^; 
the morning of that day, all the prelates, lords, crown, 
and great men of the protestor's party, with their 
numerous followers, came to Baynard's caftle, " and ' 
^« (to ufe his own words) porre6te4 tP him a bill 

II Sir T. More» p. 49ll* 
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« of petition, wherein his fure and true ddc was 
" evidently (hewed and declared. Where upon 
" the kinge's highnis (fo he now called himfelf), 
" notably aflifted by wd ncre al the lords fpirimd 
*^ and temporall.of this royalme, went the fame 
" day unto the palais at Weftminfter, and ther, in 
*' fuch roial honourable apparrelled, within the 
" gret hal ther toke pofleffion, and declared his 
*' mind, that the fame day he wold begin to reync 
** upon his people ; and from thence rode Iblempnly 
*' to the cathedral-church of London, and was re- 
" ceived ther with proceffion with gret congratula- 
"•tion and acclamation of al the people in every 
« placc^^" 

Richard III. (as he muft now be called) in making 
his way to the throne, had not trufted entirely to 
the clearnefs of his title, the number of his noble 
friends, or the favour of the people. He had 
brought a confiderable body of armed followers* 
with him to London 5 his chief accomplice, the 
duke of Buckingham, had brouglit a ftill greater 
number, and had fent for many more from Wales j 
and an army of about 5000 men had arrived from 
the north. All thefe (as we are told by a contem- 
porary hiftorian) conftituted " a terrible and un- 
" heard-of number of armed men".** Thefe troops, 
it is faid, did not malce a very gay appearance, and 



3« ThU i$ a part of that account of his acceHion to the throne that 
Richard III. fent to the garrifon at Calais, to periuade them to take 
an oath of fealty to him, which they i-efufed, becaufe they had taken 
an oath to Edward V. The whole account is very pompous, and in 
feveral particulars not ftri^ly true. Buck, apqd Kcnnct, p. 51a. Note. 

J7 Hill. Croyl. jn 566. 
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were laughed at by the citizens of London, for a. d. 1483. 
dieir fhabby drefs and rufly armour '•. But thefe 
forces were certainly very formidable, elpecially as 
they were commanded by fir Richard Ratciiffe, who 
had given many proofs, and one very lately at Pom- 
fret, that he was capable of perpetrating the moft 
horrid and' atrocious deeds. It would be great in- 
juftice, therefore, to deny thefe troops their (hare 
of the honour or infamy of this revolution. 

Richard III. was proclaimed by that name in Corena- 
London, June 27, and on the fame day delivered ^'°"' 
the great feal to the bifhop of Lincoln, one of the 
Ipiritual lords who had contributed to his elevation'*. 

As the ceremony of coronation was confidered in 
diofe times as almofl efl^ntial to royalty, Richard 
made great hafte to be crowned j and the prepara- 
tions ^that had/ been made for the coronation of 
his nephew, enabled him to be fooner ready. It 
zppc^s from his coronation-roll, which is ftill ex- 
tant, that various robes were ordered, on that oc^ 
cafion, for lord Edward, fon of the late king Ed- 
ward IV. and his attendants 5 which makes it pro- 
bable that it was once intended that he Ihould walk 
at his uncle's coronation *°. But it is highly pro- 
bable that on fecond thoughts the defign was laid 
afidc. So wife a man as Richard would foon re- 
fleft, that the fight of the helplefs d^aded prince 
would excite compaflion for him, and indignation 
againft his opprelTor, in every feeling heart. So 
fingular a circumflance, as a degraded king walk- 



s' Fabian, f. 1^5. 39 Ryip. Feed. t. xa. p. 189. 

40 Hiftoric Doubt$, p. 65, 66. 
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A.D.i4S> Jug at the corcmadon of his^ fucce0or, who had de* 
'^ * graded him, would have been the fubjeffc of much 
convcriatioo, and would fcrtainly have been re- 
corded; and yet neither Fabian, nor the hifloriaa 
of Croyland, who flourifhed at that time, nor any 
fubiequent hiftorian, mention fuch a circumftance. 
On the contrary, Fabian tells us, that as foon as 
Richard accepted the fovereignty, *' the prince, or 
" of right, king Edward V, with his brother the 
'^ duke of York, were put under Hirer kepyngc 
<* in the Towre, in fuch wyfe that they never 
" came abrode after.*"/' A few days before die 
coronation, John lord Howard was axztcd duke 
of Norfolk, and appointed highfteward**. About 
the fame time he conferred honours and offices on 
feveral of his moft adtive friends j and the arch- 
bifhop of York, and lord Stanley, having com- 
plied with the times, were fet at liberty*'. At 
length, all things being ready, Richard, with his 
confort Ann Nevile, youngeft daughter of the great 
earl of Warwick, were crowned, at Wcftminfterj 
July 6, with the ufual folemnities **. 

Firftaa$ The treafures amaffed by Edward IV. for his 
^iii' intended expedition into France, were feized by 
Richard, and gained him many friends, or at ]c2& 
accomplices, by enabling him to reward them*'. 
Nor was he a niggard in the diftribunon of his 
bounty. In particular^, he amply rewarded his 
northern forces, and fent them home contented **♦ 

4« Fabian, f. 115. 4* Rym. Foed. t. 11. p. 191. 

41 fiuck, p. 5*5. 44 Id. ibid. 45 Hift. Croyl. p. 567. 

46 Hall, Richard m. f. 1. 

He 
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Jic fent ambafladors to feveral foreign princes to ^-^ m^3; 
^mnounce his acceflion and cultivate their friend- '" ~^" ^ 
ihip^'. To his envoy to the court of Britanny, he 
gives authority—" to negotiate any buljnefs he 
** thought proper, even though it Mra3 of fuch a 
5' nature as to require a Ipecial mandate/'^ — ^which 
plainly points at a fecrct negotiation about the earl 
of Richmond, probably with a view to get him 
into his hands *'. At the fame time, he treated 
Ithc countefs of Richmond with great relpeft, and * 
appointed her hufl^and, the lord Stanley, fteward 
of the houfehold. His chief accomplice, the duke 
of Buckingham, he loaded with eftates and ho- 
pourst*. In a word, he negleftcd nothing to con-- 
tent his friends, to gain or to guard againfl: hi& 
enemies. 

Having fettled all affairs in London, and fct a ^iP^ 
guard about the fandhiary at Weftminfter, to pre- ^^^^^^' 
vent the efcape of the queen or her daughters, he 
fet out on a progrefs with his queen and fon, and a 
iplendid court *^ In this progrefs he Ipent fomc 
days at Oxford ; and at the requeft of the univer- 
fity he releafcd the bifliop of Ely from his confine- 
ment in the Tower, and committed him to the 
cuftody of the duke of Buckingham, which pro- 
duced effefts equally furprifing and unexpedted V. 
At Gloucefter, Coventry, and all other places, 
Richard courted popularity by every art, and 

47 Rym. Feed. tom. x^ p. 193, 194^ 195. X9S, i99> &c. 
4' Id. ibid, p* 194. 

49 See a lift of thefe in Kennet, vpl. x. p. 530. note n^ 

50 Hift. Croyl. p'. 567. 

51 SirT. More, p. 500. Buck, p« 5^5. 
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A.D. t^z* laboured to raife expeftations of a^mild and equi- 
~'~'~' tabic reign. The duke of Buckingham left the 
court at Gloucefter in the moft perfeft good 
hunwur, and went to his c^e of Brecknock, to 
which he had before fent his prifoner the bifhop of 
Ely. 
Story of When Richard was at Gloucefter in the courfe 

IfTc" w^ of this progrefs, he fent, it is faid, one of his 
princes, pagcs to fir Robert Brakinbury^ conftable of the 
Tower of London, with a letter or nieflage, com- 
• manding him to mtirdcr the two young princes, 
Edward V. and his brother Richard duke of York. 
Sir Robert declining that deteftablc office^ fir 
James Tyrrcl, mafter of the horfe, was fent from 
the court at Warwick, with a cOmmiflion to com- 
mand in the Tower one night, and in that night 
the two young princes were fufFocated in their 
beds, by two ruffians called Miles Forrcft and 
John Dighton, and buried at the ftair-foot, frorrj 
whence their bodies were removed by the chaplaiij 
of the Tower, tQ a place that was never difcover- 
cd**. This ftrange ftory was firft told by fir 
Thomas More, as one of the various tales he had 
heard concerning the death of the two princes ; 
and though it is very improbable, if not evidently 
felfe in fome particulars, it hath been adopted by 
many fubfequent hiftorians ". 
Riciiard About the end of Auguft the court arrived at 

Yorjk, to which the nobilit)^ clergy, and gentry 
of the north, came in crowds. Richard, in order 

5* Sir T. More, p. 500, 501. 

5J See V^alpolc's Hiftoric Doubts, p. 51— 5f. 
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to plcafe them and' fecure their favour, refolved to ^.d. 14^3. 
entertain them with a coronation. Accordingly ^ 
he and his queen were crowned in the cathedral- 
church of that northern capital, by archbifliop Ro- 
therham, September 3> and on the fame day he. 
created his only legitimate fon Edward, then about 
eight years of age, prince of Wales'*. The 
duke of Albany, and the ambaflador of -Ferdinand 
and Ifabella, king and queen of Caftile and Arra- 
gon, aflifted at this coronation, which was uncom- 
monly magnificent "* 

But Richard's tranquillity was of fhort dura- Plots 
don : clouds began to gather in feveral places, and i^haij § 
to threaten him with a dreadful florm. As foon 
as he departed from London^ on his progrefs into 
the north, the people of *Kent, Eflex, Suflex, 
Hampfhire, Dorfetfliire, Devonftiire, Somerfet- ' 

ftiire, Wiltfhire, BerkQifre, " and other fouthern. 
counties, no longer overawed by the northern and 
Welfli armies, began to murmur at the late tranf- 
a£tions. The gentlemen of thefe counties had 
private meetings, and formed affociations for re- 
leafing Edward V. from the Tower, and reftoring 
him to the throne'*. Richard had (till a more 
dangerous enemy who was fecretly plotting his 
deftrudlion. This was his chief accomplice, 
Henry duke of Buckingham, who had been the 
great inftrument of his elevation. It is impoflible 
tt> difcover the motives that determined Bucking- 
bam to pull down the perfon he had fo lately 

54 Hift. Croyl. p. 567. G. Buck, p. 527. 

Sf Ryin. Fad. torn. la. p. »oq. i^ Hift. Cioyl. p. 56SV 
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A>t>>H<3^ railed ^. It is moft probable that his perfedt kncw- 
^ " ^ ledge of his own and of Richard's charafter was 
his principal native. It is impoffible that any 
real friendlhip or confidence could fubfift between 
two men ^o had plotted together die death of lord 
Rivers, lord Haftings, lord Grey, and others, 
when they, were profefling the greateft friendfhip 
for them. Buckingham might very naturally fear 
that Richard would take an opportunity of treat- 
ing him as he had treated thefe noblemen, in order 
to get poffeflion of his immenie wealth ; and that 
his priloner John Morton, bifliop of Ely, the moft 
artful man in the world, might, by his hints and 
infinuations, increafc thofe fears. However this 
may be, it is perfeftly certain that Buckingham, 
fbon after his arrival at his caftle of Brecknock, 
fbrnnfed the defign of dedironirig Richard, and 
torrelponded with the malcontents in the fouth 
and weft of England about the execution of that 
defign *•. 
t» favour None of the two jejune hiftorians of thofe times 
«rup %> A^^ *^ duke of Buckingham had originally 
Rich- the fame views with die other malcontents, of rc- 
ftoring Edward V. though that is not impro- 
bable *'. But, in Auguft, a report was circulated, 
and generally believed, that the two young princes 
were murdered in the Tower. This obliged all 
the confpirators to look out for a proper perfon to 
ful^tutc in the place of Richard •^. In more 

S» Several hiftorians fay, it wns becsufe he rcfufed to grant him 
the whole earMom of Hereford. But there is the cleareft cvidenct 
that he granted him the whole. Dugdale, vol. i. p. i68, 169. 

S» Hift. Croyl. p. 568, 59 Id. ibid. Fabian, Oo Hift. CroyL 
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orderly and peaceful dmes^ it would never have A.D.14S3. 
been imagined, diat Henry earl of Richmond had '"— v*"*^ 
any pretenfions to the crown. He was defcended 
by his modier fix)m one of the natural fons of John 
of Gaunt duke of Lancafter, by Katharine Swine-; 
ford. It is true, that when the duke married that 
lady> he procured the legitimation, by parliament, 
of the children he had by her in the time of his 
former marriage ; but in the very a6t of legitima- 
tion there is an exception of the crown and royal 
dignity, of which they are declared incapable, Be- 
fides this, there were feveral princes and princcflcs, 
both in Spain and Portugal, legitimate defcendants 
of John of Gaunt, by his fecond wife Conftanria 
heirefs of Caftile j but they were too far diftant, 
and do not feem to have entertained any ^thoughts 
of aflcrring their clainps to the crown of England. 
There were alfp feveral princes and princefles of 
the houle of York, whole titles were ftiU better. 
But the earl of Richmond poflefTed fome advan- 
tages^ which recommended him to the conlpira- 
tors, as the moft proper perfon to fet up in oppofi- 
tion to Richard. He was in the prime of life, and 
had long been confidercd by the Lancaftrian party 
in England as the reprefentativc of that family j 
and it was propofed to fupply the defeat in his title 
by his marriage with the princefs Elifabeth, eldeft 
daughter of Edward IV. and thereby unite the 
two rofes, and put an end to that fatal quarrel 
which had ahnofl ruined England. The queen, 
and the counted of Richmond, Henry's mother, 
entered warmly into that fcheme, which makes it 
probable that die queen believed her two fons were 

dead. 
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dead. Meffeilgers were fent to the court of Bri- 
tanny, to acquaint Henry with this fcheme (of his 
confent to which no doubt was entertained), and 
to entreat him to come into England as foon ai 
poflible, with all the force he could colledt •*. 

Though thcfe tranfa(5lions were conduced with 
all poflible fecrecy, they did not efcape the vigi- 
lance pf Richard. Soon after his coronation at 
"York, he was informed, that plots were forming 
againft him in the fouthj and, immediately fulpeft- 
ing the duke of Buckingham, he endeavoured, 
firfl: by promifes, and afterwards by threats, to 
bring him to court. But both were inelfe&ual. 
He then exerted himfelf, with great adivity, to 
raife forces in the north, and other parts, to op- 
pofe his enemies **. Being joined by the earl of 
Northumberland, and odier great men, with their 
followers, he diredted his march towards Wales ; 
having km orders before, to fu* Thomas Vaughan 
and his other friends in thofe parts, to watch the 
motions of the duke of Buckingham, to break 
down the bridges on the Severn, promifing them 
the plunder of the caftle of Brecknock, for tKeir 
encouragement **. 

The confpirators, by concert, fet up their ftand- 
ards all in one day, Oftober i8, in feveral different 
places, to diftraft their enemies— the duke of 
Buckingham at Brecknock — the marquis of Dor- 
fet, fir Edward Courtenay, &c at Exeter — ^fir 
John Brown, fir Thomas Lawknor, &c. at Maid- 



*« Hall, f. 11—14.. HoWngfe, p. 1400. 

•» Hift. CroyU p, 56S. 6j w, ibid. 
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ftonc— fir William Norris, fir William Jfcrkdcy^ ^^:'f^ 
&c. at Newbury — and fir Richard Widvilc, fir ^^"^ 
Richard Beauchamp^ &c. at Sali/bury. The king^ 
on October 19^ was at Gralton in Northampton- 
ihire> ready to march into Wales, or into the weft» 
as occafion might require •*. The duke of Buck- 
ingham direfted his march towards the Severn, in 
order to pa(s that river, and join his confederates j^ 
and if that junftion had been efieded, Richard 
would probably have been dethroned. But fuch 
iieavy nuns fell for feveral days, that the Severn 
overflowed its banks, and deluged the country, tO' 
a degree that never had been known, and was long 
remembered by the name of Buckingham's fiood. 
His Welfh troops were fo much 'diuroUraged by 
this, that they disbanded, and returned home; 
Which obliged him to difmifs all his fervants, dif- 
guife his perfon, and conceal himfelf in the houfi^ 
of one Bannifter, a dependent on his &mily, not 
hx fit>m Shrewfbury **. 

The news of this furprifing turn of afiairs were t^rocttn** 
brought to Richard at Leicefter^ and he immedi- 
ately (Odober 23) ifiued a proclafnadon, granung 
|i jxuxlon to all the common people who fiiould 
defert their leaders, and offering great rewards to 
any who fliould apprehend the duke of Bucking- 
ham, the marquis of Dorlct, the bifliops of Ely 
and Saliftury, and feveral knights and gentlemen^ 
who arc therein named. For the duke, he offered 
^ 1000 in money, or C^^^ a-year in land— for 

^ R3mi« Foed. torn. ti« p. 203. 

*^ Hall, f, 15. Stew, p. 465. Holingfc. p. 14* J» 
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4'P*'4>3> the marquis ai^d each of the bifliops, looo marki 
In money, or lOO marks a-year ih land — for each 
of the knights, one half of that fum ^. In thiar 
curious proclamation, the immacidate Richard 
cxpreflcs the moft violent indignation againft 
whoredom, of which he fays his enemies were no- 
torioufly guilty, particularly the marquis of Dor- 
ifet, — '^ who, to the perille of his foule, hath many 
** and fundry maydes, wydowes, and wife, damp- 
*' nably, and without fhame, devoured, deflowrcd, 
*^ and delbuled, holding the unftiampful and 
" myfchivous woman, called Shore's wife, in 
'^ aduh:ry*\" 

This proclamation had a confidcrable effeft. 
The perfidious Bannifter, enticed by the greatnefe 
of the reward, difcovered his unfortunate gueft to 
John Mitton, IherifF of Shropfhire, who ?ippre- 
hended and condu(fled him to Salisbury ; where, 
without any trial, he was beheaded, Novem- 
ber I ^. 

The foMowers of the other conlpirators, entkcd 
by the promife of pardon on the one hand, and 
difcouri^ed by the difafter that had befallen tilt 
duke of Buckingham on the other, deferted themj 
which compelled them to abandon their enterprife, 
and confult their fafety by flight. Some of diera, 
as the marquis of Dorfet, the bifhops of Ely and 
Exeter, and a great number of knights and gendc- 
men, efcaped to the continent ; others took fhekcr 
in fanduaries; and others concealed themfclvcs ia 

^ Ryni. Feed. torn. ii. p. ^04. »7 Id. ibid* 

** Hall, f, i6. Stowi p. 465. (iolingfh. p. >4D3. Hift. Croji^ 
^ 5^«- 
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the country. Indiiis manner was this formidabte a. d. 1485. 
iniurrcAicm terminated in a few days, and without ^"^^^ 
a blow '^ 

In die meian time, the earl of Richmond had Rich- 
been very aftire j and having got together a fmall S^imjrt. 
army> and a fleet of forty Ihips, he failed from St. 
Maloe's, 0<^ber i*a. But on the liext day, his 
fleet was dilperfed by a violeht ftorm, which drove 
the greatcft part of it back to the Continent* The 
earl's fhip weathered the ftorm, and approached 
the coaft of England near Poole, where he hovered 
feveral days, in expeftation of being joined by the 
reft of his fleet. Being difaj^inted in this expefta- 
tion^ he found him^f under a neceffity of aban- 
doning his enterprife i and in his return, he was 
obliged to land in Normandy, where he received 
the difigreeable r^ws of the diiperfion of his friends 
in En^and; and on his arrival in Britanny^ he 
there found the marquis of Dorfft, and many other 
fugitives ^^ 

Richard, tranlported with joy at fb many for- Punim- 
tuoate events, marched from Salifbury, Novem- 
ber a, at the head of a gallant army, and pro- 
ceeded to Exeter, reducing all thofe parts to order 
and fobmiflion, and punifliing fuch of the leaders 
1^ the late infurrefbion as had been apprehended. 
Artiongft thefe was his own brother-in-law, fir 
Thomas St. Leger, who was, with feveral others, 
executed at Exeter, though great intereft was made, 
mnd a great fum of money was ofiered for his life ^'. 

^ H9l\, f. 16. Stow, p^ 465. Holingih. p. 1403. Hift. Cruyl. 
p. 56I. 70 Hift. CroyK p. $0%, 7* Id. ibid. 
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AD. r4S^ The number of pcrfons executed on this occafioA 
^ " was not very great $ as all yeomen and amunoa 
people were pardoned by die proclamation^ and 
many o( their leaders efcaped beyond lea, or into 
&n£tuaries, which every where abounded, and 
were efteemed inviolable. 

King re- Richard, having reduced all to quiet» rewarded 

wTftmb. ^"^ ^^ ^'^^^^ * ff^^ P^" ^^ ^ nordiem troops, 
i»w. on whom heiiad chiefly depended^. He then 

returned towards the cajntal, and was met at King- 
(ton by the mayor and aldermen, with about 500 
citizens, nobly mounted and richly drefled, who 
conducted him through the city to Wcftminflcr, 
where he celebrated the feaft of Chriftmas with great 
pomp^'. 
A. p. 1484. Richard feemed now to be firmly (bated on die 
throne, all his powerful enemies being either laid 
in the duft, or driven out of the kingdom. He 
wifely embraced that opportunity to call a parlia- 
ment ; becaiife he well knew, that in thelc circum- 
ftances he could eafily influence it to do what he 
pkafed. This parliament met at Weftminfter, on 
Friday, January 20, and made fev^ral good and 
popular laws; but at the fame time effedually 
anfwered the political views, of Richard, and did 
whatever he was pleafed to diftate ^\ That peti- 
tion v^ich had been pre&nted to him whoi he af- 
fumed the government, was now converted into 
an aft of parliament, declaring the marriage of 
Edward IV. and lady Grey illegal, and all their 

7» Hia* CroyU p. 570. Tl Id. Ibid, Fabian, f. »i«. 

' ^4 Statutes at Lai^, vol. a. p. 14.. 
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children baftards, and fettling the ^rown on Richard a* ^' i4S4- 
and hi^ pofterity ^. Many of tjtic members ^ * ^ 
^fays a pontemporary hiftorian) w?re influenced 
by feap lo give their confent to t^R^ ^'*. All 
peribas of any note, who had been concerned in 
the late tnfurredions, were aocainted, and their 
eftates confifcateds which brought a prodigious ac^ 
ceifion both of power and wealth to t^e qrown ^^« 

During the fitting of (his parli^gnent, one day ift Oath, 
(he month of February, Richard ^fien^led all the 
members of both houies in a certain rtiom in his 
palace, and there produced to them, in wrielngf 
an oath to fiipport the iitcceflion of his fon, Ed- 
ward prince of Wales, to the crown, which he 
engaged or obliged them all both to fwear and 
fubfcribe**. 

This parliament had die cruelty ^at wkq& inlH- The iiueem 
gation it may be eafily gtf e^) to ftrqx the queen- ^^auily. 
dowager of all the efbtes that had been &ttled 
upon her by the latttkinj^ aAd tooSzwcd to her by 
parliament ^^ That unhsq)py princeis^ reduced 
to poverty as well as overwhelmed with diigrace. 
Mid feeing no profpeft of rdief from either^ began 
to Uften to Richard's po-fiiafioos, to kave the fwc- 
tuary, and to put her&lf and her five dau^tets 
into his hands. To encourage her to da this, he 
took a folemn oath in the houfe of pcers^ March i, 
— ^^* That if ihe would come to him out of the 
«* landhiary at Weftminfter, he would provide for 
<^ her and for her daughters as his kinfwomen i 

7S Pteliament. HtfU toI. i. p. 385* &c, 

ti Hi*. Croyl. p. 570. n Id. ibid. »» M«.i?>Mr 

71 Btfcky apud Ktnnet, p. 5#l. Note« 
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A.p. i4«4- *^ and they flioukl be in no danger of Aw" Uyes : 

^—'^~''' <€ and diat he would allow her 700 marks a-yetfs 

^^ and her dau^ters 200 marks a*{Mece for tfadr 

*^ portions in marri^^e^ and would t^^ care tot 

^^ marry tiiem to gondcnnen ***/ ■ How dilhonouT'- 

- 9ble a tranOtdlion was diis ! a Iqng <^ £^land 

iwearing before his fpiritual and temporal lord% 

that he ^v^K>uld not murder five innocent jroung 

ladies, the daughters of his own brother, and ^ 

their late £>irercign ? haw pitiful a pronfios did 

. Richard propofe to jriake for. his: unhappy 6iece3> 

whb he knew had lately flood contr^&d to the 

grfatefl princes in Europe I and yet^ fuch was ttit 

diflrefs of the wretched, queen, that ftie vrocptcd 

. <hcfc humiliating* ternis^ ,aiid.jcruf|:ed her own life 

and the lives of her daughters to the feewty of 

Richard'i oath. I ,-•,*,. .: 

Dc^th of Rkhard ibom found, tha( the g^teft profperity 

j^hcTlf ^^^^^^ not, ftcure^ himJrOJP Shp 4f«peft difbeis, 

Wales. After thedtfiohmoaoCpicUrins^ he niade a pro- 

^gtcfi, widi'iJuB^qucm j^ cfiurt;> iixto the north; 

and at Noctihghani rcccored the affli^ve new$, 

that his iioiyr legitimafie'.irbiU, Edward prifice of 

Wales, on whom iie;ddtcd} had died atiMiddk- 

ham caftle^v April 9, affierl&ihort iUnefs*'. Both 

Richard tod his quAsnitvere fo much aStdSeil with 

this news» tfaajc^ as a cbacemporaMy biftorian teib 

us, they almoft nin nwl ?*• 

•« Buck, apiid Kcnnct, p. 51!. Notr.' •« HJft. Croyl. p. 571. 
' '> Id. ibid* ' Thit it a literal trAnflsCtion of the wordg af:the bito- 
rian of Croyland, who lived at no great diibnce from Nottingbanit 
mnd had probably heard of fame of th^ir aft^ons or w6rd§» whidi 
indicated that the excefsi of tbsir ^i^had^ in fopae degree diibnieRd 
ihei^ minds. ' - ' ' 

' - Richard 



Digitized by 



Google 



Gk 1.4s* CIVIL AND MILITARY. 279 

. Richard was fccMi roufed from this exceffive for- A'^- hH- 
w>w for his Ion, by receiving intelligence from his Earl of 
ambaf&dor at the court of Britanny, that the earl R»chmo«d 
of RictimoEU*'^nd the Er^Urti exiles were meditat- France. 
ing fn^thw attempt agaitift his government* To 
prevent^ if poflible, that attempf, he direfted his 
ambafladpr to renew, his negotiations with the duke 
of BriuniBy, or radier with his favourite Peter 
JLfcni^i^ for thg delivery of the earl of Richmond 
itato his htods. Francis II. duke of Britanny, the 
generous protestor of the exiled earl, had for fbme 
tinnb bMi m a declining ftate of health, which had 
inq>aired his capacity for buiinefs> and made him 
cooimit the management of all .his aifairs to his 
favourite, who was at Jtngth overcome by the 
:ipfendid offers of die king of England ; and a 
t^argain was ftruck for the. fiirrender of the earl of 
Mchmond*'. Though this negodation was con- 
idufted with great fecrecy, John Morgan, bifliop df 
Ely, got a hint of it, which he communicated m 
^^ carlt who fled into France, and was followed 
by the Englifti exiles •*• The fijgitives were kindly 
wceived by madam de Beaujeu, who had the chidf 
direftion of the affairs of France during the mi-* 
nority of her brother Charles VIII„i and were ^i>- 
couraged to hope for affiftance. 

In the mean time, Richard, not trufting whoUy Ridiawrg 
to his foreign negotiations, made ev;ery poflible ^^^^ 
preparation for giving his enemies a warm recep- 
tion, if they landed. To fecure the attachment 

•1 Argeptriy I. 13. c. a6. 

H' Id. ibid. Philip de Commei, 1^ 5. c. iS» p. 4:37. Hiftoire dt 
france^ par Gamier, torn. 19. p. 394, &c,, 
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^^-P'H84> of the Yoiiufts> he declared his Mfhtm^ J^ de 

^ ~'~^^ la Pok, earl of Lmcoln^ eWeft Ibn of hh fitter 

Eltfabeth^ and of John duke of SuJIblk, his fadr 

and fticceffin-*'. That he mig^ iS^ no other 

enemies upon his hands^ he concluded a truce 

with James IIL king of Scotland, fer three years, 

September 21 ; and at the fimne time^ a marriagt 

was.agreed upon between James prince of Scot^^ 

]aiid» fu^ his niece the lad^ Ann of Suffolk '^^ To 

^ gain iatelligenee of the dcCgns of his eneoiMs 

al^roady he deployed many fptes^—he ffaitioDcdiQca 

and horfes on all the {H'incipaii roods in £aglandy at 

the diftance of about twenty mUes from one an«- 

other, to bring him the news of any landing oa 

the coafls^ or commotion in the country-^v-aod he 

iitted out a fleet to guard the ieas« To moreaie 

the zeal of his northern friends^ on whom he diiel^ 

depended, he granted them many of the £>rfeited 

elbues in the fouth, on which they fettled, and 

a£ted as fpies upcMi their difaffefbed neighbou|s% 

Having taken thefe prudent precautions^ he rc^ 

,^ V turned to London,' September 29, and celebrated 

the feaft of Chriftnrias at Weftininftcr, witkuncoob 

mon lillendour•^ . 

A.p.i4«5. On Epiphany, January 6, as Richard,, in hft 

Slfby'b^ royal rohis, with his crown on his head, was celo- 

atrotoc*. bratii^ that fcftival, he received intelligence from 

one of his Q>ies abroad, that the earl of Richmond 

would moft certainly invade England next iprii^ 

or fummcr. He aflfeded to rejoice at this ncw^ 

«J JJuck, p. 535* U j^m. Feed, t, ii. p. ^35^ ^ 

•t liift, Crojrl. p, 57^. V Id. ibid, 
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as it would give him an opportunity (he faid) of j^^^|^ ^ 

eniihing all his enemies. But when he came to 

inquire, he found his exchequer was low, and that 

he was but ill provided with the finews of wan 

For though he had fupprefled the late infurre^ons 

without any expence of Wood, it was not without 

much expence of treaflire, of which he had not 

been fparing. To repleniih his exhaufttd coArSj 

^c had recourfe to that mode of raifing moncf 

ealltd tenevolence, againft which an aft had beett 

made in the very laft parliament •*. iThis metiiire 

mzs as imprudent as it was illegal ; efpecially as 

the peribns employed by him to folicit, or rather 

*D ckmand thefe benevolences, afted, as it is fkid. 

In a very tyrannical manner; which diminifhed 

Richard's popularity in fome parts of the kingdom, 

tad increaled the prevailing odium againft him u\ 

Trthers**. 

• The queen-confort, who had for fome mpnths Rjchari 

been in a declining ftate of health, died March i6; p«yfe« 

and though Richard hath been boldly charged by ^J^^^Zk 

many of pur hiftorians with the guilt of haftening »w«*»^. 

her death by varioys means, there is certainly no 

fvidf nee ^hat he cpmmitted that crime ^. He was 

not, however^ ignorant, th^t the plan of his enemies 

was, tp unite the hoyfes of York and Lancafter, 

by a marriage between the earl of Richmond and 

die princefs Elif^beth, eldeft daughter of Edward 

iv. and that all Richmond's hopes of (bccefs de- 

^ Statutes at Laige, vol. a. p. 54.. 
90 Hift. CroyK p. 571, 57a. 

#* I(L p. 57a. HaU> f. a4, ast Stow, p. 467. RaptOf vol. i. 
p. 644* See Mr. Walpole^a Hifonc Doubu^ p. 74, 

|iended 
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A.P.148V pcndcd on the exccation of that plan, Being now 
a widower^ he formed the defign of defcaciug that 
Icheme, by marrying the princefs hiinfeif j and wr 
have even fomc rcafon to believe, chat he ha4 
filmed that defign when he faw his queen in a kn- 
guiihing way; and that he had conveyed fbme 
ki^ of his intention to the princefs, who had ap- 
pci^d at court at Chriftmas everyday in the iamc 
^^r-wifihthe queen •*. However that may be, ic 
}f c^rfain, that icings court the fair with great ad- 
Tapt^C) and the luftre of a crowa is apt to daazl^ 
the brighteft eyes. Both the yeung princeis and 
ihe queen her mother confented to this uimacail^ 
alliance, with a man who had done them the moB: 
cruel injuries, but now enticed them by the moft 
tempting promiles. The queen communicaicdthe 
^efign to her fon the marquis of Dorfet, who was 
at Paris with the earl of Richmond, and iatrcatcd 
him to, return to England, to receive the honours 
. that had been promifed him by Richard '*• 
Esiriirf.. ' ' The news of this intended marriage alarmed the 
iSi jlt"i ^^^ ^f Richmond, and rpade him ,haften his prepa- 
MiiforcU rations for invading, England. * He had been lately 
joined by the 1)rave John de Verei' earl of Oxford^ 
who had been twelve years a prifoner in the caiHe of 
Hams in Picardy — by fir James Blount, governor 
of that caftle — Rr John Fortefcue, porter of Calais— 
and by feveral young Englifh gentlemen, who were 
ftudents in the univerfity of Paris j who, with the 
Engliih exiles, and about 2000 French adventurers^ 
made up an army of about 3000* men**. With 

9> HJit. Croyl. p. 574. n 14. ibi<L 94 FoUdore Vir* 

gil, p. 526, 527,. H^l^ f, as* ^^t P' 4^*» 

this 
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lias fknall vmy, Henry carl of Richmond feScd j^'^'^^f^ 
fi^om Harfleur in Nottnandy, Auguft i, and landed 
4$ Miiford-haveti on Ac 7th day of that month •*. 

Though Richard had received intelligence of the Richard's 
intended invafion from his Ipies, he never could J^]^" 
difcov^ in what part of the kingdom his enemies prcpan- 
ddigncd to land j which threw him into great pef- ^°*' 
plexity« Hi? mind was alfo haunted with torment- 
ing doubts and fears of the infidelity of almcA all 
arbtuid him$ and he knew not whom to truft - Hb 
iuipipions were particularly ftmng of his great 
friend Thomas lord Stanley, conftdble of England, 
IxcBxak h? was mairied c^ Margaret counted o£ 
RidinuNidy hii- competitor's modier; and diough 
diat Aobleman -made the ftrohgeft profeffioifft of 
}oyalty^ he w^ais obliged to leave his eldeft fon, 
George lord Strange, as a hoftage, before he could 
Db&dn permiflkin to go into die country to raifc 
his fdkmers. Having ient his chief confidetit, 
lord Lovel, to Soutfiartipton to equip a fleet, he 
took his- iftadbn at Nottingham, from whence he 
]flUed prodaiAations to all his fubjefts to join his 
ftandard, denouncing deftrudion on diofe who did 
* |iot obey*^. Here he receircd the news of the 
landijlg of his enemies, and of the fmaBiiefi of 
iheir number, • and contented- liimrfelf with fending 
orders to fir Walter Herbert and Rice App Tho- 
«ia», two powciftfl chieftains in Wales, to raifo 
their followers, and drive the invaders out of die 
' Kingdom*^. But he paid dear for this cpntempt of 
^i& enemies.' He lent his commands to lord S tan- 
gs Hia. Croyl. p. 57^ • ^ Td* ibid, 97 Id. ibid* Hall> f. 17. 
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A-P'H^^ ley to join him inupediatdy ^tk his troc^; but 
that nobleman, pretending duit he was ill of the 
fweaticg-ficknefs, which raged at that dme, b^ 
g^d a ihort delay. His fon, lord Strange^ atteny)tr 
ing to (fcap? from courts was ai^rebeaded and 
brought back i and, to faye his life^ daicovcFcdius 
Other's defign to join die carl of Richmood, ^ 
at the fame time engaged to reconcile and. brii^ 
him and his forces to Richard^*. 
Bari oT As foon as the eaii of Richmond landed^ be &Qt 

1^^,^ mdfciigers to his friends to coU?6t their foUover^, 
progi«fs, and come tQ hi? afliftance i and having re&c&qd 
his iqen^ hf marched to Hayerford*we£t,. aod 6om 
. thence Xfx Pembroke and Cardigans at all which 
places he was joyifiilly received* Here he was 
joined by Richard Griffith and Richard A|^ Tho- 
mas, two Wellh gentlemen, with didr frieodi. 
Though he had hitherto rjeceivcd no great zcceSS/fa 
of ftrengdi, he had met with no oppo&ticm; but 
he was now inibroiedt that fir Waker Herbert and 
. Rice App Thocmsai with a cpnfiderafalc bo&f of 
mqi, w^fe mt Cairiparden, detera^ned to ol^iii^ 
his progreisi which caufed a great ^i^ca in iis 
little a^pmyv He fowndmei^is,. however, to prevail 
upon Rice App Thoo^, by a protpnUc of the go- 
vernment of Wales, to join liim ^ith his foUowcry; 
wluch fyf much difccoiraged . fir Waker Heriic^i 
that he fu^ored him tppafs without ai^y mok^- 
(ion ^. The earl then proceeded upon b^ nQ«^> 
and at Newport, in Shropfiurej^ he was jou^ bjr b 
George Talbot, at the hc»d of 2000 m^ th« yi^* 



!• mk. ^Jroyl. f, 573, ' f9 Hall^ f., %j. 






Digitized by 



Google 



Ct. 1. «S- CIVIL AND MILITARY* rt^ 

fids of his nephew the young earl of Shrcwftiiry, ^^''^♦ ^^s* 
which made his army amount to more than 6000"^. 
At Stafford he had a private interview with fir Wil- 
£am Stanley^ lord Stanley's brother, who had railed 
aooo men; and at that interview the future mo;- 
tions of lord Stanley and (ir William were contrived 
in flich a manner, as to make Richard believe they 
intended to join him, and at the fame time to have 
it in their power to join Henry, when they could 
do him the moft efib£hial fervice'^. In confe- 
qxience of this concert, lord Stanley, who was at 
Litchfield widi 5000 n^n, evacuated that place, apd 
retired to Aderftone, at the approach of Richmond; 
which made the king give credit to his profeflions of . 
loyalty. 

When Richard received intelHgenceof thcdefcc- BattWof 
tion of Rice App Thomas, and the inaftion of fu- ^^^'^'*- 
Walter Herbert, he began to apprehend that this 
bvafion would prove more dangerous than he had 
imagined. Though many of his forces were not 
yet arrived, he marched from Nottingham to Lei* 
ccfter, at the head of an army pf about 15,000 
men ; which (if die troops had been all hearty in 
the caufe, and he had been joined by lord Stanley, 
and his brother fir William, as he expefted) was 
more than fufficient to have crufhed the earl of Rich-r 
mond and his adherents. On Sunday, Auguft 2a, 
he marched out of Leicefter, in great pomp, with 
^ Crown on his hdad, and encamped that evening 
at the abbey of Merrival, not far from Bofworth***. 

Crayhp. 574. 

The 
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A*D.i4«5* The earl of Richmond encamped, the fame even^ 
*" '^ ing, fo near, that feveral gentlemen defated to him 
in the night; which filled the royal amiy with mn- 
tual diffidence and fufpicion- On Monday, Au- 
guft 23, both princes drew up their troops, eacft 
in two lines, to decide this important quarrel. Lent 
Stanley took his ftanon on one wing, oppofitc to 
the interval between the two armies, and fir William 
Stanley on die other. The batdewas begun by the 
archers of both armies ; but foon became more 
clofe. Richard's troops in general, it is (aid, dif- 
covered no great fpirit or alacrity 5 and the earl of 
Northumberland and his men did not ftrike one 
ftroke. But it was lord Stanley who, by felling on 
the flank of the royal army, turned the balance in 
fevour of the earl of Richmond. When Richard 
obfervcd this, and difcovered his rival at no great 
diftance, he determined to put an end to the con- 
teft by his own death, or that of his compedtor; 
and, putting fpurs to his horfe, attended by a few 
of his moft gallant followers, cut his way through 
every obftacle, unhorfing fir John Cheyne, and 
killing fu- William Brandon, Richmond's ftandard- 
bearer, with his own hand. But when he was on 
the point of aflaulting Henry's perfon (who neither 
courted nor declined the qombat), he was over- 
whelmed by numbers, thrown to the ground, and 
. llain, in die thirty-fifth year of his age, when ijt 
had reigned twp years and about two months "^^ 
Confe- Though thi$ was one of the moft decifive battles 

^ucDcet* tiia^ ^yer was fought, it was neither long nor bloody 1 

«oi Hift. Croyl. p» 574. Fabian* f. 117, HaH, f»^33. SMer, 

p. 470. ' * 

about 
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about one thoufand (according tx) the moft probable ^•^- *^'s* 
accounts) being flain, on the vanquilhed, arid very ' ^ 
few on the viftorious fide"**. Of tJie great" men 
among the loyalifts, fell John Howard duke of 
Norfolk, Walter lord Ferrers of Chartley, with 
a few knights and gentlemen"'. Sir William 
Catefby, one of Richard's greateft confidents, was 
taken, and, with a few others, beheaded. The 
king^s body was ftripped naked, tied acrofs a horfe 
behind one of the heralds, and carried to Leicefter, 
where, after it had been expofcd to the view of the 
public, for a few days, it was buried in the church 
of the Greyfriars with very litde ceremony"^. 

Richard III. if we may believe many of our charaatr 
hiftorians, was a kind of monfter, both in mind ^^iVf^" 
and body. " The tyrant king Richard (fays John 
" Rous of Warwick, his contemporary) was born 
" at Fothringay in Northamptonfliire. Having 
" remained two years in his mother's womb, he 
" came into the world with teeth, and long hair 
" down to his flioulders ■*^.'' What he adds is 
probably more agreeable to truth—" He was of a 
*« low ftature, having a fliort face, with his right 
" (houldcr a litde higher than his left^" a pi£lurc 
which was wrought up into abfolute deformity by 
fubfequent hiftorians, but contradicted by the tefti- 
mony of an eye-witncfs of undoubted credit **•. 

««4 Hall, f. 33. "oj The dqkc of Norfolk was war«%d qf 

bis danger that morning by tht following lines : 
John of Norfolk be not too bold,' 

Dicken thy mailer is bought and fold. ' 

tod Sandford, p. 434. >07 T. RofHi apud tfland Hen. Itiflr.^ 

Yol. xo. p. a^i<. ^^ The couBtefs •f Pcfnond. 

^ That 



Digitized by 



Google 



tit iilStORY O^ BftlTAlK. 1ic6k^. 

A.gf^s. That he pofTel&d perfbnal courage in a very high 
d cg rt Ct his enemies could not deny^ thoii^ d^y 
con&fled it with reludbance; <^ If I may venture 
'^ to fay any thing to his honour^ though he was a 
^ litde man, he was a noble and valiant ibldier ^/' 
tie was much admired for his eloquence and poirers 
of perfuafion, which were almoft irrefiftible, efpe- 
ciaily when they were aided by his bounty, which, 
on fome occaHons, was cxceffive"^ His under- 
Handing was certainly good -, but he w4s rather a 
curming than a wife man, impenetrably fecrct, and 
a perfe£fc mailer of all the arts of diflimuladoiu 
Ambidon was his ruling pafllon. It was this that 
prompted him to fupplant his helplels nephew, in 
Order to leize his crown ; and when he had formed 
that dedgn, he feems to have ftuck at nothing tc^ 
fecure its fuccefs. That he was guilty of the cool 
deliberate murder of the carl Rivers, the lords Grey 
and Haftings, becaufe he apprehended they would 
Oppofe his attempt upon the throne, cannot be de- 
nied. That he murdered alfb his two n^Kews, 
Edward V. and the duke of York, or oneof dicm, 
I do not afiirm, becaufe I cannot prove ic ; and ali 
the accounts that are given of the circumfbmces of 
the death of thefe two princes, I confels, arc liable 
to great objeftions "". But though all thefe ac- 
counts may be falfe in fome particulars, the prin- 
cipal faft may be trucj and it is certainly not id- 
"probable* 

««f T. RoflRi Hift. p. %it. «w Hiib Croyl* p. sjr* 

»" See Mr. WaJpolc'^ Hiftoric Da\xht$, p. 51, to. 
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Bl O O K V. 

CHAPTER I. PART II. 

The CivU and Military Hiftory.of Scotland, 
from A. D. 1399, to the acceffion of 
James IV. A.D, 1488. 

S E C TJ I O N I» 

Prem A. D. 1399, ^^ ^^^ acctffion 0/JafAts II. 
A. D. 1437. 

ROBERT IIL the fecond prince of the family A.D.1399. 
of Stuart> had been feated about nine years ^ /TV'* 
on the throne of Scotland> at the acceffion of Hen- 
ry IV; to that of England \ ' Robert was a good 
man, of a mild and gentle Ipirit; but having been 

> Set Tol. 7. b. 4.ch#i:« § 5. 

Vol. IX* U rendered 
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A. D. 1399. rendered lame, by the ftroke of a horfe, in his 
youth, he affefted a retired life, and committed die 
adminiftration of affairs to his brother Robert 
duke of Albany*. 

Death of The profligacy of David prince of Scotland and 

Sawl ^^^^ ^^ Rothfay, gave great concern to his royal 
parents, brought ruin on himfelfi and many cala- 
mities on his country. He was contra6ted, A. D. 
1400, to the lady Elifabeth Dunbar, daughter of 
George earl of March, and fomc part of the lady's 
fortune paid. But Archibald, called Tb^ Grimy the 
rich and potent earl of Douglas, interpofed, allying, 
that the contrad was illegal, as the nobiUty had not 
been confulted ; and making an offer of his own 
daughter, the lady Maijory, with a larger fortune, 
his offer was accepted, and the marriage celebrated 
' in the caftle of Bothwell*. Matrimony made no 
reformation in the manners of this unhappy prince. 
On the contrary, after the death of his mother, 
queen AnnabcUa, he became more and more li- 
centious. The king had committed him to the 
care of certain noblemen, who were conftandy to 
attend him, to reftrain his fallies, and attempt bis 
reformation ; but they foon refigned their charge as 
hopelefs. By the advice of fir William Lindfay of 
Rofly, and fir John Remorgencey, two of his coun- 
fellors, the king fent a mandate to liis brother the 
duke of Albany, to put the prince under confine- 
ment for fome time, in hopes that" by this ad of 
feverity he might be reclaimed. The gentlemen 
who gave this advice, being no friends to the prince, 

* Scoticronicon, lib. 15. c. 14. 3 Id. ibid. c. 10. 

carried 
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carried the mandate to the duke, and both prompted A.t)'i4or« 
him to, and aflifted him in its execution. The 
prince was accordingly apprehended as he was on 
his way to St. Andrew's, with a few attendants, to 
take pofleflion of the caftle of that city for the 
king, on the death of the late bifliop Walter Trail. 
He was kept a few days in that caftle, and from 
thence condudted to Falkland, and confined in a 
fmall room of the palace, where he died on Eafter 
day, A. D* 1401*. The manner pf his death is 
not certainly known. It was given out, that he 
died of a dyfentery ; but it was rumoiired, and ge- 
nerally believed, that he was ftarved to death. 

This affair was agitated in a parliament held at ^.d. 140a. 
Edinburgh in May A. D* 1402 ; and by a folemn ro/nu" 
aft under the great feal, it was declared— that the 
prince bad died by divine providence^ and no otber-^ 
wife — that the king and parliament approved of 
his imprifbnment as neceffary for the public good— 
and that if the king had entertained any ill-will 
againft his brother the duke of Albany^ or his fon- 
in-law the earl of Douglas, or any of their agents, 
on account of their conduct towards the late prince, 
he now laid it allde, and held them to be good 
and loyal fubjefts '. But whether this aft and de- 
claration was obtained by the power, or by the in- 
nocence of the duke and carl, may be doubted. 

The earl of March was fo much enraged at the ^a*"^ ^^ 
affront put upon his femily, by the breach of the vohs! 
contraft between prince David and his daughter, 

4 Scoticronicon, lib. 15. c. \x. S See Remarks on the Hiftory 

of Scotland by Sir Pafkl LkHrymjfii, c. 19. 

U a that 
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A.D.i4oa. f]^ h^ retired into England, and emered into a 
' negodation widi Henry IV. which tenninatcd in 
his fwe^ing fealc/ to that prince, who granted to 
him and his heirs the lordlhip of Somerton in Lin- 
colnfhire, and the manor of CUpftpn, for his 
life^ That nobleman then fent for his family and 
followers into England, and for feveral years was 
an inveterate enemy to his country, guiding and af- 
fifting the Englifh in all their incurfions, which 
were very frequent, but too inconfidcrabk to be 
particularly related. The moft fatal of thofc ca- 
lamities he brought upon his country were, the de- 
feat of the Scots at Nifbct-muir, A* D. 1401, and 
the flill greater defeat at Hamildon, A. D. 1402, 
which hath'been already mentioned', 
piin '^*^^* Whatever opinion Robert III. entertained con- 
jamct cerning the death of his ckleft fon prince David, it 
taken. jg j^ wonder that he became anxious for the fafccy 
of his youngefl: and only remaining hope, prinot 
James. That young prince, with Henry Percy, 
Jieir to the earl of Northumbeiland, and foroe other 
young noblemen, refided in the caille of St. 
Andrew's, under the tuition of that generous and 
hofpitable prelatQ. Henry Wardlaw, At length, 
the king refolved to fend him to the court of the 
ancient ally of Im country and family, the king of 
France, that lie might be out of danger, and re- 
ceive an education futtable to his rank, and the 
iiation he was deiigned to fill. A.fhip being pro- 
vided, the prince, his governpr, Henry Sinclair 



* Ryro.Poed« torn, S. Pviss* 153. 
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earl of Orkney, and other attendants, embarked a,p.i4o^ 
and fet fail Ibr France, with letters of recommenda- 
tion to Charles VL This proved a moft unfor- 
tunate voyage 5 the prince, and aU his fuit, were 
ieized by the Englifli on the coaft near Flam- 
borough-head, April 12, A. D. 1405, and carried 
prifoncrs to London". This happenol about a- 
week before the termination of a truce between the 
two kingdoms, and confeijuently was not ftriAly 
leg»l$ but the truces in thofe times were in ^neral ' 
very ill obferved 5 and nothing was more common 
than to ht gin hoftilities a few days or weeks before 
they expired ^ 

Though the news of the captivity of his only ^*/^^* 
fon muft have been very affliftivc to the king, he Robot IIL 
did not aWlain from food, and expire a few days 
after he received them, as is afferted by feveral of 
our hiftorians "**. There is the cleareft evidence 
th<t he furvivcd that event ahnoft a year, and did 
not die till April 4, A. D..1406". His chara6ker 
hath been already given. 

A parliament was held at Perth, in June A. D. Duke of . 
1406, by which James I. a prifoner in England, ^^J^ 
was acknowledged and proclaimed king, and his 
uncle Robert duke of Albany was appointed 
regent '\ Befidcs the .king, Archibald earl of 
Douglas, Murdoch earl of Fife, the regent's eldeft 
fon, and many others of the Scotch nobility, 

• Scoticron. 1. 15. c. 18. Winton, Annotntiones ad Buchan* 
p. ^I^* 9 Rym. Feed, torn, S. p. 363« 

■o Scoticron. 1. 15. c. 18. Buchan. ]« 10. 
>' Rym. Feed. torn. 8. p. 430. Annou ad Buchan. p. 4361. 
»* Id, ibid. 

U 3 knights. 
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A p. 1406. knights, and gentlemen, who had been taken at the 
battles of Nifbet-muir, Hamildon, and Shrewf- 
bury, were at this time prifoners in England ; and 
the hiftory of Scotland^ for feveral years, conMs 
chiefly of negotiations for the deliverance of thefc 
prifoners, and for fhort truces with the neighbour- 
ing kingdom •'. The regent had been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to the exercifc of fovcreignty, that he 
feems to have contraded a fondnefs for it, and dif^ 
covered no defire to procure the liberty of his ne- 
phew, who, for feveral years, was almoft entirely 
ncglefted, while the moft flrenuous cflfbrts were 
made for the deliverance of the other priibners. 
A. t). 1409. George Dunbar, carl of March (who had re- 
Mirchre. ceivcd many valuable grants from the king of 
^ras to England, which he had richly merited by his fer- 
vices), on fome dilguft, began to entertain fenous 
thoughts of returning to his native country; in 
which he was favoured by the regent j who, by • 
his own Authority, without confulting either the 
Icing or pailiament, reftored him to his honours, 
and the greateft part of his eftate, A. D. 1409 '*. 
The truth is, the regent confidered himfelf as pof- 
. feflcd of all the powers of a king without excep- 
tion; and in a letter to the king of England, 
A. D. 1410. May 6, A. D/ 1410, he ftyles himfelf, regent of 
Scotland, by the grace of God s and calls the peo- 
ple of Scotland his fubje6h ". 
A.D.Mif. Henry IV. made it his ftudy to foment divifions 
Battle of annongft the Scots, . and ftir up enemies againft 

M ilym. Feed, torn, 8. U Scoticron. lib. 15. c. 21. 

»s*Rym. FoeJ. torn. 8. p. 835. 

them. 
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them; Donald, lord of the Ifles, who afFefted a a.d. i4ix- 
kind of independency^ being gready enraged againll 
the regent for depriving him of the earldom of 
Rofe, to which he claimed a right ; Henry entered . , 

irtto a negotiation- with him as an independent 
prince, animated him to feek rcdrefs by arms, and 
promifed* hirn his afliftance '*. Encouraged by fo , 
great an ally, Donald raifed an army, took pof- 
feOion Qfthe dilputed' earldom, being favoured by 
its vaflals; and ^finding himfelf at the head of 
10,000 men, he advanced into the fertile province 
of Moray, burning and plundering every thing in 
his way towards the city of Aberdeen ; with the 
fpoils of whicjh he intended to enrich his followers. 
But Alexander earl of Marr having raifed an army 
in the country between the rivers Spey and Tay, 
met the invader^ at the village of Harlaw, about 
ten miles 'from Aberdeen ; where a bloody battle 
was fought, July 14, A.D. 141 1, to which night 
rather than viftory put an end. The lofs on both 
fides was fo great, that both armies retreated the # 
day after, without difcovering any inclination to 
renew the aftion. The regent, next year, purfued 
the lord of the Ifles, and obliged him to make his 
fubmiflion '^ 

The earl of March and his family, after their re- Services of 
turn into their native countiy, were zeabus and fa^l^l^*^^** 
a<5live in its fcrvice, Patrick Dunbar, one pf the 
earPs fons, took the ftrong fortrefs'of Faftcaftle 
A, D. 1410, and made the governor (who was a 

^^"Rym, Feed. torn. 8. p. 4.28, 517, 
«7 Scoticron. 1. 15. c. *i. 
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cruel plui^dcrer of the country) priiboer; a^d 

Gavin Dunbar^ another of his fons> plundered and 

burnt the town of Roxburgh ; but could not at- 

tenjipt the cattle '•. 

^^ After many negotiations, Archibald carl of 

Ubei^. Qouglas obtained his liberty i and, returning into 

Scodand, was reconciled to his ancient enemy the 

earl of March, and joined with him in a commit 

fion to negotiate a peace or truce with Hog^zmd, in 

May 141 1 *•. 

A. 0.1412. Though the regent neglefted his captive fovc- 

*^^^* reign, he laboured eameftly to procure the delivgr- 

ance of his own fon from captivity i and when Ac 

negotiations for that purpofe were almott brought 

to perfeftion, they were interrupted by the death rf 

Henry IV. March 2Q, A. D. 1413**". But a 

truce between the two kingdoms had been coo- 

cluded, and proclaimed May 17, A. D. 1412, to 

continue till Eafter A. D. 141 8. 

jame$i. It muft have been very difcouraging to the 

ill treated, y^^j^ monarch, James I. to fee himfelf fo flwrnc- 

fully abandoned by his fainily and fubjeds, as he 

was in the firft years of his captivity. We hear 

pf no complaints they made of his detention, thou^ 

it was illegal, of no attempts for his deliverance, 

of no money remitted for his fupport, of no friend 

fent to comfort him in his diftrefs. He feems alfo 

to have been harlhly treated for fome time by Henry 

IV. who refufed him the title pf king after hi$ 

father's death, and kept him a clofe prifoner in the 

■^ Scoticron. 1. 15. c. ix. Buchan. lib. io« p. xS2» 
"9 Rynf. Fowf. torn. 8. p. 68x. 
*^Id. ibid. p. 708. 735. torn. 9.* p. 1. 

tower 
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tower of OLxm^n more than two years *'. But it ^ ^_^^ 
was happy for this prince that he was b)efie<J with 
an una)fniDon genius, and ardent thirft for know- 
ledge of all kinds, which enabled him to pafs his 
time in his confinement both ufefuUy iand agree- 
Mjj and to acquire flich a variety of accomplifh*- 
mofits as few princes in any age or country have 
poflefied 

Sooii after the acceflion of Henry V. a negotia- A.D.i4fs* 
tion was fet on foot for the deliverance of the king ^^^*' 
of Scotland from his t:aptivity^ and a fafe-condud 
ipis granted by Henry, April i6, A. D. 14*3, 
Xe continue to Lammas ttereafter^ to five commif- 
S»n€r& fit>m Scotland to remain in England, where 
ijity dien were, to treat with Jnai about^ that de« 
liverance **. But whether thcfe commilljoners were 
appointed by the eftates of the kingdom, or by- thd 
regent, or what they did in confequence of their 
commiifion, we are not informed ; only we know 
that their negotiations were inefSsdual. A fafe- 
conduct was grintcd to fix otlier commiflionew, 
July 16, in the iame year, for. the fame purpofer 
but their efibrts were equally unfiicceisfuP^ It 
appears fitnn anodier fafe-conduft granted to fir 
William Douglas of prumlanrig, December 19, 
in the fame year, that he alfo was employed in the 
lame negotiations, and continued them to the ift 
day of February i4i4> when his fafe-condu6t ex- a^'4»4^ 
pired **. Thefe fafts afford fufficient evidence that 
the Scots were, at that timcia finccrely dcfirous of 

*« Ryin. foed. torn. S* Pr .484- ** Td. torn. 9. p. 5. 

f I Id. ibid. p. 40. *4 Id. Ibid. p. 79. 

I obtaining 
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A.aH»4- obtaining the deliverance of their fovcrdgn; ^and 
^^ ~^ that, if thtiregcniL. did not* promote, he couk) not 
preyejnt, "thofc fteps they took to.accompliik that 
end, J - • •'. . ' , ; ■ ^ ' • 

A.D,i4i6. .vAfcetrthde: 'efforts of his fubjefts had failed, 
Jwctn^' J4mes. concluded a psrfonai treaty with Henry, fer 
Henry and permiflioiL tD \ga into'his own dominions, and to 
ftay in them a certain time, upon giving fufficieflt 
^ hoftagesfipr.thc'p3,ym"ent.of 100,006 m^rks, if he 
did jfiot fejurn jinio England at the 'ftipulated timeJ 
jfVn ' indenture j:o>.tliatpurpofe was fealed bfbotfe 
kings > .ajad Hpnry granted a comrftiffion, D&xrr^ 
ber 8, A. D. 1416, to 'the biftiop of Diiriijati; 
the eftrU i^f Northumberland or WxAmorelandj' tfii- 
t^e James's oath that he wotdd return or pay thtf 
moncfiiito. receive the hoftages, and to judge of 
their. ffi>fficiency.' .At the fame time he granted 
faf<?-cOnd*i6b to the earls of Athole^ Fife, Dougias^ 
Marr, and Crawford, the bifhops of St. Andrew's 
and.Glafgow, George, fon and heir to the €zrl of 
Niarch, and ftr WiUianS de 'Graham (who wttt 
probably the intended hoftages),* to come inta 
England:**. But after all thcfe preparations, that 
treaty was never .ewcuted j and James continued 
in ^ his confinement, during the wliolc reign: of 
Ilemy V.. 

fV\^L '^'^^ ^"^^ of Albany was more fuccefsful in his 

rated. endcavours to proeure the freedom of his eldeft 

fon,. Murdoch earl of Fife; who was exchanged, 

A.D. 141 5, for Henry Percy, grandfon to the 

25 Rym,Fad. torn. 9, p.4.i7, 4iS« 

late 
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hte earl of Northumberland, ]and fon of the famous a- ^' '4»6- 
Hotfpur**. ' — ^^^ 

The hoftilitiej between the two Britilh nations a 0.14^7* 
on the borders, were interrupted t)y frequent truces Hoftiiitits 
during the whole reign of Henry V. por it was borders, 
the wife poliqr of that great prince, to keep the 
Scots as quiet as pofllble, while he was engaged ih 
his grand undertaking of acquiring the crown of ' 
France. The moft confiderable of thefe hoftilitic& 
happened A. D, 1417, when the Scots invelled 
both Berwick and Roxburgh at the fame, timej 
but, on the approach of the dukes, of Bedford and 
Exeter^ at the head of a formidable army, they . ,. 

raifcd both the fieges *^. 

But though the Scots did not give Henry V. A. p. 1419.' 
much difquiet in Britain, they gave him no litde ^^^!? ''^^ 
oppofition on the continent. Charles, dauphin of 
France, afterwards Charles VIL being reduced to 
great diftrefs, by the unnatural union of his deliri- 
ous father, his implacable mother, and his encaged 
coufin the duke of Burgundy, with the king of 
England, fent the earl of Vendolme into Scotland, 
A. D. 1419, to implore the affiftance of the ancient 
allies of his country. The regent and eftates, con- 
vinced that if France and England came to bq 
united under one fovereign, Scotland could not 
long preferve its independency, granted an aid of 
7000 men, who were foon raifed and fent into 
France, under the command of John earl of Buchan, 
the regent's fecond fon, Archibald earl'of Wigtoii,. 

** Rym. Fcrd. torn. 9. p. 323, 324* 

»7 Walling, p. 399. Drake's Hilt. Anglo^Scoticz^ p. 196, I97» 

cldeft 
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A. D. 141 9' eWcft fon to the earl of Douglas, and fevcrd other 
^ '" barons, 

A. D. 14*1. Thefc troops had the honour to give the firft 
BaugV^ check to the Englilh arms, by the illuftrious 
vidory they obtained at Bauge, 23d March A. D. 
14I1 *•. Tho pope, Martin V. when he heard of 
this viftory, faid,— ** the Scots are the beft anti- 
«« dote againft the Englifli**." The dauphin ex- 
preflfed his gratitude for this important fervice, by 
beftowing the high office of conftable on the earl 
of Buchan, a valuable eftate On the earl of Wig-» 
ton, and fuitable rewards on the other leaders ^. 
Death and Robert duke of Albany did not live to hear of 
oHh^^uke the fame acquired by his fon and countrymen, at 
<>f Albany, (j^e battle of Bauge ; having died at Stirling, about 
fix months before that aftion, in the eightieth year 
of his age. A contemporary hiftorian, who, from 
his ftation and fituation, muft have been wcfl ac- 
quainted with him, gives this prince 'an etccUcnt 
charafter. " In his perfon, he was uncommotAy 
** tall and handfome j his hair and coittplexidn were 
*' fair, and his countenance fweet and amiable. 
*^ He was wife in council, and braVe in aaioft; 
" eloquent in public aflemblies, and plealant in 
•' private converfation., In his itiatin6rs, he wai 
** mild, affable, and gracious ; and more Iplendid 
*^ and hofpitable, (elpecially to ftrangers) in Jus 
« way of living, than any other perfon **." That 
he was ambitious and fond of power, cannot be 

i« Ford. Scotlrron. lib. 15. c. 31. 33. *9 Id. ibrd. 

i^ Hid. Fran, par Vitlar, torn. 14.. p. iii. Hume of GodA:roft» 
J>. X17. ' M Scoticron. lib, 15. c. 37. 

doubted; 
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doubted) but whether or not his ambition prompted ^•^^ '^^'^ 
him to put his nephew prince David to death> is ^ ~^' ^ 
one of thofe hiftorical problems that never will be 
clearly folved. He was fucceeded as duke of 
Albany, and regent of the kingdom, by his eldeft 
fon, Murdoch earl of Fife. 

Henry V. exerted all his policy to prevent the Efforts of 
Scots from oppofing him in the execution of his toXucK* 
favourite projeft, the conqueft of France. In his J^'^ ^<^^^! 
fecond expedition into that country, finding an French mi- 
army of Scots in the field againft him, he fent for ^**°^* 
his prifoner, the king of Scodand, in hopes that 
his perfonal prcfence in his army, and the ufe of 
his name, wouW prevail upon his fubjefb to return 
home. But in this he was difappointed. For 
though the leaders of the Scots profefled the highefl: 
regard for the perfon of their king, they denied that 
he could command his fubjefts, or that they were 
bound to obey him, while he was a prifoner. The 
prefence, however, of the king of Scotland, in his 
army, furnifhed Henry with a pretence of putting 
fuch of the Scots as fell into his hands to death as 
traitors " ; for which, if they had been really trai- 
tors, the king of England had no right to punilh 
them- Henry employed intrigues, as well as fe- 
verities, to detach the Scots from the fervice of tha 
dauphin. He granted a fafe-conduft to fir Wil- 
liam Douglas of Drumlanrig, at his camp before 
Milun, Aiiguft 30, A. D. 1420^ to come and. 
converfe with him about certain affairs; and having 
converfed with him, he gtaatcdhim another fafe* 

J« 8«oticrgn. lib. 15. c. 34^ 

condu^ 
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A. p. 14^1. cDndu6t, September 7, to go into Normandy to 
conytrfe with the king of Scotland^'*. The fub- 
jedts of thcfc converfations or negotiations are not 
certainly known ; but it is moft probable that they 
related to that very extraordinary treaty that fras 
finally concluded and fealed, at London, May 30, 
iV'D* 1421, ^tween Henry V, and Archibald 
earl of Douglas. By this treaty the earl of Douglasi 
at the earneft defire and command of his fovereign 
king James, engaged to ferve the king of England 
all his life, againft all men, except the ^ng of 
Scotland, with 200 men at arms, and 200 archers, 
at the ufual wages, and a penfion of £ 200 a-year ; 
and the king of England, in confequence of this 
fervice, engaged to permit king James to vilit his 
dominions, for a limited time, within three months 
after the return of the two kings from France, for 
which they were to fet out in a few weeks '*. From 
this remarkable treaty (which never was executed) 
it plainly appears, that king James eameftly defired 
to detach his fubjefts from the fervice of the dau- 
phin, in order to obtain his own liberty. It fiir- 
ther appears, that kmg James actually engaged 
feveral of his barons to come over to him, widi 
their followers j as, Alexander lord Forbes, widi 
forty men at arms, and fixty other attendants; 
Alexander de Seton, lord of Gordon, with twenty 
men at arms, and fixty other followers ; William 
^lair, John Winton, and William de Fowls, each 
\5^th a certain number of men **• But the great 

.. .3* Ryn. Fo8d«'tofla; to» p« it, T9« 

3J U» ibkl. p. i»3, J4 Id. ibid. p. 153, 154. V^ 

, .-16 body 
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body of the barons and people of Scorfand adhered'-^ p* ^^'' 
fteadily to the dauphin, and contributed greatly to 
his prefervation, 

Murddch Stewart duke of Albany, and regent a.d. 1423. 
of Scodand, was a weak prince, and had little au- ^^^^^^J^Jl 
thority even in his own family. Fatigued by the ance of 
affairs of government, for which he was unfit, and jiJ^es. 
• harafled by the turbulent fpirit of his three fons, he 
began, it is laid, earneftly to defirc the deliverance 
of the king. This much at lead is certain, that 
negotiations for' that purpofe commenced loon after 
the death of Henry V. and the return of king 
James from France. A fafe-conduft was granted. 
May 12, A. D. 1423, to William bifhop ofGlaf- 
gow, George ^arl of March, fir John Montgomery 
of Ardroflane, fir Patrick Dunbar of Bile, fir Robert 
Lawdre of Edrington, fir William Borthwick of 
Borthwick, and firjohn Forftar of Corftorfin, to come 
to Pomfret, to tri^at about the deliverance of the 
king of Scotland ^^ The commiflloners appointed 
by the Englifh council were, the bifliops of Dur- 
ham and Worcefter, the earls of Northumberland 
and Weftmoreland, fir Richard Nevile, fir Ralph 
Cromv/ell, fir Thomas Chaworth, and two other 
gentlemen. The inftruftions given to thefe com- 
miflloners, dated July 6, contain fome curious fpe- 
cimens of that chicane and artifice fo common in 
ftich negotiations. King James was to be at Pom- 
fret in the time of the treaty ; and the Englifli' 
commiflioners are inftrufted to make great diffi- 
culty about allowing the Scots corhmiffioiiers to 

15 Rym. Toed. torn. xo. p. iS^. 

have 
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A>P*iw have a pivate conference with him ; but at laft to 
grant it as a mighty favour. They are alfo'in- 
ftrudcd to demand £ 40,000, for the cxpenccs of 
king James's maintenance in England ; but if 
they could not obtain that fum, to accept of 
j^ 36,000, which was at the rate of ^ aooo a-year, 
equivalent to about £ 20,000 of our money at 
prefent. They are further directed, when the 
Scots commillioners were in good humour, to in- 
troduce a difcourfe about a perpetual peace, or long 
truce, between the two nations, and of a marriage 
between king James and fome Englilh lady**. 
The king of Scotland was conducted to Pomfrer, 
where fome progrefs was made in the treaty, which 
was adjourned to York, where it was concluded, 
September 10, on the following terms : i. That 
king James fhoukl pay to king Henry [^ 40,000 
(equivalent to about j^ 40(y>oo at prefent), for the 
expence of his maintenance, &c. in England, by 
annual payments of 10,000 marks ; unkfs the duke 
of Exeter fhould prevail on the king and coundl 
of England to remit the lafl: 10,000 marks. 2. The 
Scots commillioners promifed to deliver fufEcicnt 
hoftages for the fecurity of thefe payments : but 
becaufe they could not then give in the names of 
thefe hoftages, it was agreed, that king James 
ihould be at Braunfpath, or Durham, on the ift 
day of March cnfuing, to hold conferences with 
the nobility of his kingdom concerning that mat- 
ter. 3. Becaufe the marriage of the king of Scot- 
land with fome lady of England might contribute 

s^' Ryoi. FOErd. torn. ia« p. 194- 

to 
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to promote peace between the two nations, it was a.d.i^ 
agreed, that the regent of Scotland Ihould fend ^ 
conjimiflxoners to London before the 20th of Odlo- 
ber^ to treat on that fubjeft ^^. 

It is remarkable, that the word rofffm is never No mnfom 
vSad in lU thdfe negotiations for the deliverance of 
Jung James; and that at a time when no prifoner 
of importance was relcafed without-paying a ranfom 
|>rqportioned to his rank and wealA. This caution 
of the Englifh commiflioners, in avoiding to 
demand a ranfom, was certainly intended to avoid 
-all tlifcufiions about the legality of his capture, and 
was a tacit ackoowledgmept of its illegality. 

After the return of" king James from York to Hoftaget i 
London, attended by his commiflioners, feveral ^ 

addirionjd ftipulations were agreed upon, Decem- 
ber 4, A. D. 140^, chiefly relpefting the fecuri- 
ties to be given for th^ payment of the jC 40,000. 
Particuki^ it was agreed, chat each <sf[ the four 
towns of Edinbwgh, Perth, Dundee, and Aber- 
deen, fliould give a bond "to the king of England 
for 50,600 marks 5 which "bonds Were to be deli- 
, yered up as fbon as the ^ 40,000- was paid. Several 
rgguiatieHS . were made ^onpcrning the -hoftagps, 
wlio wer&jdl to live at their own expence; fcmi the 
fallowing ,lij[l.orf" the intended hoftagea, with the 
annual value of their eftatcs, was given in to the 
Englilh, council ; which exhibits a curious view of 
the ciraimftanc«s of many of the great fam3ie& of 
S Gotland, at that jimc. 

t7 .l^ym. 9^. tom.40. p. 199, 300. 

Vot. IX. X Thotna» 
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Thomas carl of Morajr, 

Alexander earl of Crawford, 

William carl of Angu^, 

Malice earl of Strathernc, 

George earl of March, or his cMeft fon^ 

David, eldeft fon of the earl of Athol, | 

or his fon and heir, - j 

William, conflable of Scotland, or his I 

fon and heir, • - 1 

Robert lord ErHcine, 
Robert, marifbal of Scotland, or his ) 

fon and heir, - - ) 

Walter lord of Dyrleton, or his fon ) 

and heir, - . - 5 

John lord Seaton, or his fon and heir. 
Sir John Montgomery of Ardroilane, 
Alexander lord Gordon, 
Malcolm lord Bygare, 
Thomas lOrd Yefter, 
John Kennedy of Carrick, 
Thomas Boyde of Kilmarnock, or his 7 

fon and heir, • - 5 

Patrick Dunbar, lord Cumnock, or bit t 

fon and heir, • ) 

James lord Dalkeith, or his eldeft fon, 
Duncan lord of Argyle, - - 

John Lyon of Glaumis, 

A. D. 1424* Some changes were maide in the above lift be* 

2^V^ fore the hoftages were aftuaily delivered at Dur- 

^^*** ham^ Marches, A. D* 14245 when tweiity-feva) 

of the reprefcntatives or heirs of the beft families 

in Scotland voluntarily forrendered themlelvci 

prilbners for the deliverance of their king'*. The 

ts Rjm* Foui. to»« 19, p. 107. ^17, 

regent';! 
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regent's three fons were averfe to that meafure, ^^^^ 
and declined being hoftagess which was probably 
one caufe of that feverity with which they were 
treated by James after his reftoration. 

The affair of king James's marriage w^s foon King 
fettled. He had long before fixed his affeftions j[j!JJ^*j 
on the lady Jane Beaufort, a lady of great beauty^ 
and one of the neareft female relations of the king 
of England, being grand-daughter to John of 
Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, by his fon John Beau« 
fort carl of Somerfet. Their nuptials were folem* 
ntzed February 22, and the day after, a difcharge> 
under the great feal, was granted to James, of the 
laft 10,000 marks of the £ 40,000 he had engaged 
to pay to England '^ 

King James and his young queen, a few day3 King 
after their marriage, fct out for Durham, where Di^ham, 
they arrived, according to ftipulation, about the 
I ft of March. James was there met by fixty-fivc 
of the chief noblemen aijd gentlemen of his king- 
dom, and fpent the whole mondi of March in 
fettling every thing neceflary to his deliverance. 
Amongft other things, he gave in to the Englifh 
commifTioners four bonds, from the towns of Edin^ 
burgh, Perth, Pundee, and Aberdeen, for 50,000 
marks each, being the whole fum due to England, 
after dedufting the 10,000 marks already dif- 
charged ^. He gave alio his own bond for the whole 
film of £ 40,000*'. He fiirther furrendered the 
following twelve hoftages, named in the above lift, 

39 Rym. Feed. torn. 10. p. s*^, 4o Id. tbid. p. 324* 3«^« 

4f Id. ibid. p. 32^ • 

X 2 viz* 
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A. 0.1424- viz. David, ddeft Ton of the carl of Athole, the 
carls of Moray and Cravrfbrd, Duncan lord of 
Argyle, William, cldcft fon of lord Dalkeith, Gil- 
bert, cldeft Ion of William conftable of Scot- 
land, Robert marifhal of Scotland, Robert lord 
Erikine, Walter lord Dirleton, Thomas Boyd IotA 
of Kilmarnock, Patrick lord Cumnock, and Alex- 
ander lord Gordon **. Nine of thofe named in 
the above lift declined being hoftages, or were on 
(bme accounts excufed^ and, in their room> Jame» 
delivered the following fifteen lords and gcndcmcn, 
with a fchedule of the annual value of their 
cftates: 



JViHiam lord Abernethy, 

James Dunbar, lord Frendrath^ 

Andrew Gray of Foulls, 

Robert lord Livingftonc, 

John Lindefay, • 

Robert lord LHSe, «• 

janiefl lord of Caldor, « 

James lord of Cadeo, 

William k>rd Ruthvaoe, 

William Olipbant, lord Aberdalgy^ 

George, heir of Hugh Campel, 

Robert, beir of k)rd Maitland, 

David Mienzies, 

David Ogilby, * • 

David, heir of John lord Lyon^ 

Many of our prdcnt nobtHty will be pkafed to 
fee the names of their remote anceftorsj in this Uft 

4< Rjm, Feed, torn, to. p. sift 
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of illuftrious patriots, who refigried their own ^i>**4Hf 
liberty, to procure the freedom of their fovereign "''' ^ 
and the good of their country. 

All thefe hoftages took a folemn oath, on the Rieowrof 
gofpels, that they would remain in the cuftody of i^undl!*^ 
the king of England till every thing agreed upon 
was fully executed. They were then put into die 
cuftody of fir Robert Hilton, fheriff of York- 
fliire, and foon after committed to the tower of 
IL^ndon, the, caftle of Dover, and other prifons in 
the Ibuth of England, at a gr^at diftance from their 
friends and country*'. In a word, the council of 
England afted with great rigour in the whole of 
this tran(aftion, and took every poffible advantage 
of their having the perfon of the king of Scodand 
in their pofleflion. But generofity in political 
negotiations between hoftile nations, is a very un- 
common virtue. 

Before king James left Durham, he concluded a Trucemtk 
truce with England, March 28, to continue from K"K'*»n^ 
May I, A, D. 1424, to May i, A. D. 1431 **. 
From this truce, the Scots army then in France, 
commanded by the earl of Buchan, conftable of 
France, the earl of Douglas, duke of Touraine, 
and feveral other chieftains, was exprefsly excepted 

AH thefe tedious tranlaftions being at laft King 
finilhed, king James, with his queen, and a nu- rivw 'in^* 
mcrous retinue of his fubjefts, fet out from Dur- Scotland^ 
ham, in the beginning of April A. D. 1424, and 
was efcorted to the border by the noblemen and 
gentlemen of the north of England^. He took a 

4J Rym. Feed. torn. 10. p. 335, 336, &c. 

^ Id. ibid. p. 3^9, &c. 45 Id. ibid. p. 33%. 

X 3 folenm 
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A. D. 1414. folemn oath, on the gofpels, at Melrofs, ApriJ 5, 
to perform every thing to which he had agreed**; 
and, by eafy journies, arrived at Edinburgh three 
days after, where he was received with every pof- 
fiblc demonftration of joy, by great multitudes of 
his fubjedb, afTcmbled to behold their Ibvereign, 
returned from a cruel captivity of nineteen years *^ 

Jamcf The neccffary preparations being made, James 

and his queen were crowned at Scoon, May 21, 
by Henry Wardlaw, bifhopofSt. Andrew's. The 
late regent, Murdoch duke of Albany,, thou^ 
certainly no favourite, was permitted to perform 
the honourable office which belonged to him as 
earl of Fife, of placing the king in the throne**. 

Sute of When J^mps had Icifure to examine his affairs, 

he found them in a moft deplorable diforden The 
two regents, by their exceflive ^grants, in order to 
gain friends, had ^enated fo much of the crown- 
lands, and even of the private patrimony of his 
family, that he was fo far from being able to pay 
the money owing to England, that he could hardly 
fupport his houfehold in a manner fuitable to his 
dignity. The reins of government had alfo been 
fo much relaxed by the regents, efpeciaily by duke 
Murdoch, that the .country w& a fcene of anarchy 
and confufion, over-run by fierce and lawkfs 
plunderers, who rambled about In great bodies, 
lived at fr^ quarters, and took what they 
pleafed***. 

Vi Ryra. FoeJ. p. 34.3, 344. 

4>7 Annotationes in Buchan. p. 437. 

4* Scoticron. lib. 16. c. ». 

49 Parliament ift, James I. citap. 7. 
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To rcn^y thefe and many other diforders, as a. p. hh. 
well as to raife money to pay the debt owing to pariia- 
England, James held a parliament, which met at "**"*' 
Perth, May 26, A. D. 1424, in the nineteenth 
year of his reign, though only five days after his 
coronation *®. This parliament affigned the greater 
and fmaller cuftoms, and the rents due by burghs, 
for the fupport of the royal houfehold; — appointed 
an inqueft to be made by the fheriff in each fhire 
into the lands that had belonged to the crown in 
the three preceding reigns, in order to the refump- 
tion of fuch as had been alienated ;-~and impofed 
a tax of one fliilling in the pound on rents and 
goods for two years, drawn oxen, ridden horfes, 
and houfehold-furniture excepted, for the payment 
of the debt to England •*. 

This tax, being unufual, was unpopular, and a. d. 1425 
paid with great reluftancq. In the firft year it l>»f«>a- 
yielded only 14,000 marks, equivalent to about 
£ 90,000 at prefent ; but in the fecond year it 
yielded much lefe, and excited great difcontents 
among the common pec^le **. This obliged king 
JsuTKs to defift from that mode of raiiiAg money, 
put it out of his power to be pundual in his pay- 
ments to England, and detained the hoftages in 
that country, at a great expence, longer than was 
intended. To render that hardfhip more tolerable 
to particular perfons, thefe hoflages were exchanged 
from time to time, according to an article in the 
treaty, for others whofe cflates were of equal value". 

50 Parliament xft» James I. chap. 7. S} Id. c. S, 9, to. 

5* Sceticron. lit. xi» c* 9. 'I Kym. Fad* U !•• p. 245 — >49* 
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A»D. 1445* James very (bon begw to difcovcr his amniofic/ 

DeiTri^"' ^ig^nft the family of the late regent, by caufiflghii 
tionof the cldeft Ibn, Walter, to be arretted and inriprifoaed, 
hmUy! May 13, A- D. 1424 ^\ But he did not ftop 
there ; for, on the ninth day of his fecond parlia* 
ment, March 21, A. D. 14251 he caufcd duke 
Murdoch himfelf, Alexander his fecond fon, Don- 
can earl of Lenox, his father-in-law, with no fewer 
than twenty-four other lords and gentlemen, who 
were friends and favourers of his fonaily, to be ar- - 
reftcd". All thefe prifoners were foon fct at 
liberty, except the duke, his two fons, and his 
father-in-law, the e^rl of Lenox, who were con- 
duced to Stirling, where they were tried, con- 
demned, and executed. May 24; but for vAm 
crimes we are not informed. Their trial, how- 
ever, was conduced with^ great folemnity, and 
fcveral lords fat aa their judges, who were their 
near relations, and had been lately imprifoncd as 
their friends ; which makes it probable that their 
condemnation was not unjuft **. 
iiiruncc- J^ixies, the youngeft fi>a of die duke of Albany, 
made his efcape frmji this general wreck of his fe- 
mily ; apid having collected a band of dcfpcratc fiJ- 
lowers^ which in thofc tinaes was not difficult, he 

54- Scoticron. Kb* j6, c. 9. 

fs Id. c. 10. BowmakCr, the contemporary hi ftorlan, itniuftbe 
cpnfelfedt is a vary lUiioi^ guide, being « carelcfs, ill-informed writer, 
who feems to have written fiom liis memory. In the lift of tbefe 
lords, he names Alexander " Seatoa lord Gordon, who, we know 
with certainty, wss then a prifoner in the caftlc of York. Ryro. 
Feed. torn. ic. p. 349. 

S^ Scoticron. lib, i-6> c. io» 
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hnmt the towBof DAimbaitoa^ and there killed Cn ^^* ^^^i* 
John Stewart ^ Dundonald> the king's natural ."^'^ " "^ 
uncle^ with thirty-two of his men. But the king 
having fent fon>e forces in purfuit of the infurgents, 
tbc lord Jamcs^ with his tutor, Finlaw bifliop of 
Argyk, fled into Ireland, where they botl^ died ". 
Three of his natural fons, Andrew, Arthur, and 
Wakcr, long after came into Scodand, were legiti. ' 

mated by their relation, James IIL A. D. 1479, 
and loaded with wealth and honours '*. 

By the annexation of the cattle's and eftatcs of the James's 
Albany family to the crown, king James acquired p^'^^p^*^* 
a confiderabk addition both of power and wealth, 
which enabled him to aft with greater authority, 
anci to live with greater fplendour. The birth of 
his ekleft daughter, the princefs Margaret, about 
the beginning of A. D, i'425, added to his feli- 
city '^ 

King James convened his parliament at Perth, a- 0.14*6. 
j^arch II, A. D. 1426, in which many excellent ^*JjJ|*" 
.laws were made, which fet both the wifdom and pa- 
triotifm of this prince in the feireft point of view***. 
But in that ftate of fociety it was very difficult, if 
not impoflible, to execute fome of theie laws, 
elpccially in the highlands. 

King James, knowmg that his prefence was nc- a.d.x427» 
ceflary to give authority to his laws in the uncivilized i^^^g, 
parts of his dominions, commanded the cattle of 
Inverneis to be repaired, and kept his court in it, 
in ftmuner A. D. 14^7, to which he invited aQ 

57 Scoticron. lib. 16. c! 10. 5« Annot. in Buchan. p. 438. 

59 Scoticron* lib. j6. c. ii, ^f> Bbck A^j ParliaiiieDt 3, 
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A.p.i4a7> the chieftains in the neighbouring counties^reodved 
• them widi great civility, and entertained diem^rkh 
great hoipitality, without expreffing any diffatis&c- 
tion at the diforders which had reigned in thofe 
parts. The report of this behaviour encourage 
thofe who had been moA guihy to come to the 
caftle, to partake of the royal entertainments. But, 
when about fifty of them were in the caftle, the king 
commanded the gates to be fhut, and made them 
all prifoners. Three of the moft noted robbers^ 
Alexander Macrory, John Macarture, and James 
Campbell, the leaders of numerous bands of plun* 
' derers, were put to death ; others were committed 
to different prifons ; and thofe who were moft in- 
nocent, or rather leaft guilty, were difmiflfed with 
fuitable admonitions *'. On this occafion, the king, 
it is faid, pronounced the following Ladn lines : 

Ad turrem fortem ducamus caut6 cohortem 
Per Chrifti fortem, meruerunt \d quia mortem. 

jiiari of Alexander lord of the Ifles and earl of Rols, and 

^ifonS* his moAer, were among thofe who were made pri- 
foners at this time. But after the carl had been 
detained a few weeks, he was admuonifhed bf the. 
king to behave in a more orderly and fubniiffivc 
manner for the future than he had done formerly, 
and then fet at liberty**. Alexander, as we fliall 
foon fee, paid little regard to the royal admonition. 
A.D.i4a«. Charles VII. king of France, being reduced to 
wiJh^ great diftrefs by the fuccefs of the Englifh arms, 
F^cc. fcnt the archbifhop of Rheims^ and John Stewart, 

ft* Scotkron. lib. if. c. 15. 4» id. ibid. 

II lord- 
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lord Darnley, who commanded the remains of the ^ ^ ''i ^ 
Scots army in France, into Scotland, A, D. 1428, 
to folicit fuccours from his ancient allies. The 
ambafladors, according to their inftru6Uons, propo- 
fed a marriage between the dauphin and the prin- 
ceft Margaret, James's eldeft daughter, though 
they were both in their infancy. This marriage, 
after fome oppofition from thofe who favoured the 
Englifti intereft, was concluded on the following 
terms — That the young, princefs Ihould be fentinto 
France, with an army of 6000 men for her fortune 
— that Ihe ftiould be married to the dauphin when 
of a proper age — that if ihe came to be queen of 
France, fhe fhould have as large a dowry as any 
former queen — if fhe was only dauphinefs, Ihe 
fhould have a dowry of 15,000 livres — ^with vari- 
ous other articles, all very favourable to the prin- 
cefe. To obferve and folfil this treaty, king James, 
hfs queen, and dhief nobility, took a folemn oath 
before the French ambaffadors, July 27, A. D. 
1428 ; and Charles took a fimilaroath in October, 
before ambafladors from Scotland. Still further 
to attach the king of Scodand to his intereft, 
Charles granted to that prince, and his heirs-malc, 
in Novemlier the fame year, the earldom of Xain- 
tonge and lordlhip of Rochfort, with the privilege 
of paying their homage by proxy *^. ^ 

The Englilh minifters, having received intelli- a. d. 1449. 
gence of this treaty, became apprehenfive of a '"^"^^^ 
breach with Scotland, which at that time would . cardinaUf 
have been very inconvenient. To prevent this, ^'nchcf- 

*) VJUar, torn. 14. p. 369. Scoticiron. lib. 16. c. 23. 
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A. D. 14^9. Henry Beaufort, the rich cardinal x)f Winchefter, 
^'**''^**"^ who was uncle to the queen of Scotland, hadaper^ 
fonal interview with king James, at Durham, in 
the beginning of A. D, 1429 ; in which, it is pro- 
hubkj he prevailed upon him to keep the truce 
with England, and to delay fending the princeft 
his daughter, and the ftipulated fuccours, into 
France for fome time**. It is at leaft certain, that 
the princefc and thefc fuccours were not tent tfll 
fome years after, 
infurrcc. Alexander lord of the Ifles and earl of Rofs, ever 
***^Vd^* fince he was fet at liberty, had been meditating re- 
venge- for the affront of his imprifonment; and 
having collefted all his ftrength, he took and burnt 
the town of Invernefs, but failed in his attempt 
upon the caftle. The king, having raifed an army 
with great expedition, purfued the earl into Loch- 
aber, defeated and difperfed his army, June 2,7, 
A. D. 1429, and obliged him to fly to the Iflcs. 
There he remained fome time, uncertain whether to 
retire into Ireland, or to throw himfelf on the 
king's mercy. At length he adopted this laft mea- 
fure, came privately to Edinburgh about the be- 
ginning of A, D. 1430, threw himfelf on his knees 
before the king, as he was at his devotion in the 
chapel of Holyroodhoufe, and implored his mercy, 
The king at firft feemed difpofed to treat him widi 
fe verity; but, at the earn^ft intreaty of the queen, 
who was prefent, he granted him his life, and fcnt 
him prifoner to the caftle of Tantallon**. 

•4 Rym. Fad, t. 10. p. 4.08. •i Scoticron. lib. x6. c. itf. 
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The defeat and imprifonment of the carl of Rois ^'^- '♦3» 
did not immediately reftore tranquillity to the high- Another 
lands and iflands, whofe inhabitants, in thofe times, jion "^' 
were exceedingly fierce and turbulent. A chieftaifli 
named Donald Balloch, nearly related to the inv- 
prifoned earl, having collected the friends and fol- 
lowers of the family, invaded the continent, fur- 
prifed the earls of Mar and Caithnefs, flew the 
latter, and obliged the former to fave himfelf by 
flight. Elated by this fuccefs, he deflxoyed the 
country with fire and fword; but on the approach 
of the king at the head of an army, he was aban- 
doned by his followers, of whom 300 were taken 
and hanged. Donald made his efcape into Ire- 
land, where Jie was foon after IciUed, and his head 
fent to the king**. 

In the midll of thofe tumults, the queen was BJrth of 
delivered of two fons, at Holyroodhoufe, Oftober 1 6, 
A. D. 1430, who were foon after named Alexander 
and James. The king knighted the two young 
princes at the font, and with them a confiderable 
number of young noblemen and gentlemen of the . 
beft families *^. Prince Alexander died in his in- 
fancy, bur James furvived, and fucceedcd his fa- 
ther. 

As the truce between England and Scotland was Truce 
now near expiring, the council of England granted ^^^ ^*2^ 
a commifllon, January 24, A. D. 1430, to the 
bilhops of Durham and Saliftiury, Henry earl of 
Northumberland, the lords Scroope and Greyftokc, 
and four others, to treat with certain commiflioners 

M Scoticron. lib. x6, c. x€« ^ LI. ibid. 
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^^^|J[^* from Scotland, about prolonging die expiring tnicc, 
making a new truce, or concluding a final and per- 
petual peace, by the intervention of marriage, or 
any other honourable means **. From hence it is 
highly probable, that the Englifh council had in- 
ftrufted their commiffioners to endeavour to pcr- 
fuade king James to break his engagements with 
the dauphin, and give his daughter in marriage to 
the young king of England^ But in that attempt, 
if they made it, ihey did not fucceed. After a te- 
dious negotiation, a truce for five years was con- 
cluded, December 15, A. D. 1430, to commence 
May I, A. D. 1 43 1 (when the former truce ended), 
and to continue to May i, A. D. 1436*^. By a 
remarkable article in this treaty, it is provided, that 
if either of the kings fcnt troops to the afliftance of 
an enemy of the other king, that other king might 
feize them in going or returning, or deftroy them 
when they were in the fervice of his enemy ^. This 
uncommon article was certainly inferted at the rc- 
.quifition of the king of Scotland, that he might be 
at liberty to fend the ftipulated fuccours, with the 
princefs his daughter, into France. 
A.D.1431. From the moment of king James's return mto 
Wife no- . Scotland, he feems to have had two great objcfis 
Jtmes. in view— I. to recover and increafe the domains of 
the crown — 2. to eftablifti the authority of the laws, 
and reduce all his fubjedb to order and obedience 
In both thefe .defigns (which were as difficult as 
they were neceffary) he had now made confiderabk 

6* Rym. Feed. tpm. lo. p. 44?. ^ Id. ibid. p. 4SS, 8te* 

7^ Id. ibid. p. 490. by mitl^e of tbe printer, for 486. 
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progrtfii but he had ftill much to do, and pro- a. 0.1431. 
ccedcd with great wifdom and fpirit. To deliver 
the country, particularly the north, from thofc nu- 
merous bands <^ fierce and lawleis plunderers with 
which it was infefted, he wifely encouraged then- 
mutual feuds, and employed one of them to deftroy ^ 
another. The clan Chattan dlwatk extirpated the 
ckh Cameron on Palm Sunday, A. D. 1430; and 
die year after, two famous robbers, Angus DufF 
and Angus Murray, at the head of their federal 
bands, fought a kind of pitched battle in Strath- 
navcr, with fuch implacable fury, that only nine 
furvived of both troops, though at the b^uining pf 
theadUon they had corififted of feveral hundreds^". 

After the cohchifion of the truce with England, a.d. 1435. 
and the dcftrudkion of thofe plunderers, Scotland ^/i;!,^^™ 

^11,1 r ^ of March 

enjoyed a conuderable degree of peace and pro- forfeited, 
fpcrity for feveral years. The king, not contented 
widi the eftates of the family of Albany, which he 
had annexed to the crown, began to lay claim to 
fome others, particularly to that of George Dun- 
bar earl of March, which had been forfeited by the 
caif s father, but had been reftored by the regent 
Robert duke rf Albany, and peaceably enjoyed by 
the prefent poifeflbr above twenty • years. The . 
ground on which the king clmmed that eftatc was 
this — ^that the regent had not power to pardon a 
traitor, or reftore a forfeited eftate. The king 
brought that affair before a parliament, which met 
atPcrth, January 10, A. D. 1435. The parlia- 
»ent appointed the following members to be a 

;> Scoticroft. L li. c. 17. 
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^^'^ committee, to hetr parties, examiae evidence, ^irm 
an (pinion, and report viz. die dibocs of Scoonc 
and Inchcolm, John Stewart ptovoft of Medivcn, 
Robert Stewart of Lorn, Thomas Sonunervife of 
Sommervile, Walter Halybiuton, John Spcwrf 
' Perth, Thomas Chalmers of Aberdeen, aad James 
Parkley of Linlithgow. The conunittee bwnag 
heard the advocates for both parties^ and macisri|^ 
deliberated on the whole a£ur, hod an opinion b&- 
ibre the parliament ; which beiAg adopted, die Ai- 
lowing fenccnce was pronounced:— " That in coo- 
*^ fequcnce of the fi>rfeitlirc of George Dunbar, 
V late earl of March, the earidoin of March be- 
<' bnged to the king^\'' It is ki^jUy probabk 
that the king was provoked to dm Severity by the 
difcovery of a iufpicious im^itXHirfe between ifae 
earl of Dunbar and the Eng^ifh council of wUdi 
ibme evidences arc ftill remaining '^ 
King re- King James about the ftme time refumed the 
^^?a* ^^^ earldom of Strathearn, on diis grounld, that it had 
of Strath, been granted by Robert \l. to David his eldeitfen 
by his fecond marriage, as a mole-iieC which QstcM 
revert to. the crown on the failure of heifsntfyuik. 
David had left only one daughter, married «a fir 
Patrick Graham of the family of Kincardin, n^ 
eiijoyed the tide and eilate of Str^atheara (o tis 
death, and was fucceeded in Jx>th by his fi>n Ma&t, 
from whom they were now refumed. As Mib^ 
was the king's near relation, and had been a hoftagc 
for him in England, he granted him the earldom of 

f* Blick Afts, f. 23, n Vide Rym. Feed, torn, it. 

p. 6i)..62t. 
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Montdcfa, CO make him feme amends for tbe loft ^^'^35^ 
he had fudained. But this did not fadsfy his uncle 
Robert Graham, a man of flrong, or rather furious 
paflions, who meditated a fevcrc revenge. 

It is difikult tt> difcover the reafons why the Debate in 
princefs of Scotland, and the llipylated fuccours^ meat!* 
had not been fent to France long before this time, 
according to the original treaty. It is probable 
hpwever, that this delay was by mutual confent, as 
it did not occafion any breach between the contradt- 
ing parties. It is even probable that fome part of 
the fuccours had been fent in fmall bodies to 
elcape the Engliih. In the beginning of A. D. 
1435, ^mbafladors arrived from France, to iblicifk 
the full accomplifhment of the treaty j and not long 
after the lord Scroope came ambaiTador from Eng^ 
land to negotiate a perpetual peace between the two 
Britiih nations, to be cemented by a marriage be- 
tween the king. of England and the princefs of Scot^ 
land. To fucceed in this negotiation^ he made the 
mod tempting offers of giving up Berwick and Rox- y 

burgh, and all the lands in debate between the two 
kingdoms. Kiiig James laid this important affair 
before his parliament, in which it occafioned warm 
debates for two days. The chief fpeakers in fa- 
vo\ir of adhering to the French alliance, were the 
abbots of Scoone and Inchcolm; and the great 
advocate for the alliance with England, was John 
Fogo, abbot of Melrofs. One of the difputants 
hath preferved the principal arguments on both 
fides, and they are really ingenious ^\ At laft the 

74 Scoticron. 1. 16. c. 13. 
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pTench intercft preraikd, and all Ac ofim of Eng- 
land were rgcftcd, which drew threats from lord 
Scroopc, that the Englifh would intercepc tbepriD- 
ccfs on her voyage ^*. 

Undifmayed by thefe difcats, Janies> hamg 
prepared a fleet of nine great ihips, {ent away hk 
daughter, attended by a iplendid train <^ ladies^ 
lords, and gentlemen, with about a dioo&nd 
troops. The Engliffi fleet that put to fea to in* 
tercept this fmall iquadron, was defeated by the 
Caftilians, and the Scots arrived fafe at Rodr&e, 
in the fpring of A. D. 1436 ; and about two 
months ^ter the princeis was married to che dau- 
phin, at Tours, June 25, with great pomp '^ 

The rejeftion of the Englifh propofals produced 
hoftilities between the two nations at the expiration 
of the truce. May i, A. D. 1436. Soon after, 
Henry Percy, earl of Northumberland, at the 
head of 4000 men, was met by William Douglas 
earl of Angus, attended by an equal nuoiber of his 
folbwers, at Pepperdin near Chiviot, where a 
fierce encounter enfued, in which many brave men 
were killed on both fides ''. 

King James, having fpcnt the fummer in raif- 
ing an army, inverted Roxburgh about the begin- 
ning of Auguft, and pufhed the fiege with great 
vigour. But when the place was on the poi;it of 
furrendcring, it was relieved in a very extrabrdi- 



7J Scoticron, U 16. c. aj. 
7^ Id. ibid. c. 12. Aiiiiotat. in Buchan. p. 4.3^. 
77 Scoticron. 1. 16. c. 25. Abcrcrom. vol. 1. p. 199. This if 
probably the afUoa cekWted hi tbe Camou^ baUod of Chiriot-diace. 
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nary mtoner. The queen arrived in the camp bf ^•^- '^3^- 
hafty journies, and acquainted the king, that a plot 
was formed againft his life, of which (he coiild 
difcover no particulars. James, knowing that 
many of his barons were fecrctly difl&tisfie^ with 
his mcBSarts, was feized with a panic, and with« 
out allowing himfelf time to refled, iiiftandy 
diibanded his army, and retired with great pred- 
pttacion to bis favourite relidence, the Carthu^ 
fian monaftery at Perth, which he had lately 
fiiundcd^ 

In this place, James, not knowing whom to a. d. 1437, 
truft, lived in greater privacy than was fuitable to murdml 
his ftation, or confiftent with his lafety, which fa- 
cilitated the. execution of the plot againft him. 
This plot was formed by fo few, that it was kept 
with impenetrable lecrecy ; and the principal per* 
fims concerned in it were h nearly conne£bed with 
the king by the ties of blood, that they were not 
in the kaft fufpcfted. Walter earl of Athol, the 
king's uncle, was the chief confpirator, infetuated^ 
as it is moft probable, by a vain hope, and blind 
ambition, of obtaining the crown* He eafily en- 
gaged in it his own grandfon and heir, Robert 
Stewart, who refidcd at court, and was in favour 
with the king ; and Robert Graham, uncle to the 
earl of Strathern, a defperate difcontented maiXj 
who was capable of the moft atrocious deeds. 
Graham came to Perth, attended by fevcn of hii 

7« Buchan. 1. lo. p. 195. The account givctt of thi» fiege bjr 
Bowmakeis a contemporary Hiftorian^ it ptrfcdlj tbibrd Jmd ificre^ 
dible* Scoticron* 1. i6. c. 26. 
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A.D,i437, ,^{^ rclblutt followers, irfter it was dark, on Fe- 
bruary 20, A. D. 1437, and wa3 fccrcdy admitted 
widi them into the palace by Robert Stewart. As 
tbe king and queen were . at .fupper in profound 
fccurity, with very few atcemknts, Waker Stntoo, 
a cupbearer, going out of the room to bring (om^ 
wine, difcovered armed men in the paflage, and 
gave the alarm, by crying, Traitors! Traitors! 
But it was too late. Having inftandy diipatcbed 
Straton, they rufhed into the king's iqiartment with 
their fwords drawn. The queen, attempting to 
fcreen her beloved confbrt, was wounded, and com 
away; after which the king was cruelly (hin 
and mangled by no fewer than twenty-eight 
wounds '•. 

wacr^*' Thus fell James I. in die thirty-fecond year of 
his reign from his ftther's death, and the thirteenth 
from his coronation, and the fbrty-lbimh year of 
his age, by the hands of barbarous and crud af- 
fkffins. It is impolllble to enumerate and deicribe 
the various virtues and accomplilhments of this 
prince, without greatly exceeding the bounds com- 
monly allowed to charaAers in hiftory. But I 
may be the (horter on thofe fubjeds in this place, 
becaufe 1 fhall have occafion to confider his accom- 
pliflunents as a legiflator, philofopher, poet, mufi- 
cian, and artift, in the fubiequent chapters of this 
book. In his perfon he was rather below the 
rniddle fize, but uncommonly ftrong, and no 
lefs agile and aftive. " Hi? bones (fays a con- 
<< temporary hiftorian, who was familiarly ac- 

79 Scoticron. 1. 16. c. 171 Buchan. 1. lo, p. 196. 
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** quaintcd wtk him) were Co great, and his joints a.d.i437« 
•* fo firm, that he chdlcngcd the biggeft and ^'""^'^"^ 
** ftrongcft men to wreftlc, and dreaded nothing 
** fo much as that they Ihould' remember he was 
** a king, when they were engaged with him in 
*^ thefe ftruggles. He putted the ftone, and 
" direw the mell, further than any other man j he 
** was an admirable archer, and icxcelled in run- 
** ning, riding, tilting and ev^ry martial and 
*' manly exercife *^.'*r ^B^ the virtues of his mind 
were fHll more confpicuous than the perfeftions of 
his body. He was eminendy pious, according to 
the mode of the times in which he flourifhed j and 
though he blamed his anteftor St. David for build- 
ing monafteries, he could not abftain from inlitat- 
ing his example ". No prince -was- ever a greater 
lover of juftice, which he executed widi the moft 
intrepid impartiality upon the greatcft, Vrhen they 
injured the meaneft of his fubjefts •*. Though he 
was naturally brave and warlike, he cultivated 
peace with all his neighbours, as that was neceflary 
to the execution of the def^ns he had formed for 
the improvement of hi$ dominions, and civiliza- / 
tion of his fubjeAs. He was a fond hufband, an 
afieiStionate parent, an indulgent mafter, an agree- 
able companion, and, in a word, one of the beft 
men and greateft princes that ever reigned in Scot- 
land. 

Though many of his fubjefts did not relifli the J|""*^r 
lhi6tncfs of James's government, and fome of the tflaf. 

fins. 

s^ ScoticroD. ]. x^. c. aS. *> Id. ibid. c. i8« 

«* Id. ibid. c. xt. 
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A.D.I447. them had foflfer<d in their ^rtuoes by his rcfuaap- 
^'~' tion of thccrowft-landsi y«t as foon as the new of 
hU death re^ed them> their c^mpl^nts were all 
fuppreOedt aod nodiiag w^ heard k^ their la- 
mentations. They difcovcrcd the warmth of their 
cftecm and love to their murdered ibvereign, bjr 
the ardour with which they purlued, and the ieve- 
rity with which they puniihed, his murderers^ none 
of whom eicaped the &ce they merited. The two 
chief con^ratofS) the eaii of Athol and Robert 
Graham, endur^ a variety of tortwc$ for diree 
days, which are too &ocking to be related s and 
yet fo defperace a fpirit h^d the kft of theft, that, 
being aiked in the midft of his tortures, How he 
dared to kill the king ? he replied, " 1 dare to 
J^ leap from the higheft iieaven into die lowdt 

« hcu ^'r 

HitiiTue. James I. left one ibn, of his own name; and 
five daughters, viz. Margaret, married to the 
idauphin of France ; Ifabcl, to Francis duke of 
Britanny j Jean, fucccffively to the earis. of Angus, 
Hundy, and Morton; Helftnor, tb Sigifinood 
duke of Auftria ; and Mary, to John kid of 
Campvere and Zealand. 

*i Abcrcrpmby» toL x. p. 3oS» ^09. 
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SECTION II. 

Fr<m the accifion of James IL to the -aecffion of 
James III. A. D. 1460. 

JAMES II. was only fix years and four months a.d.m^ 
old at the death o( his illuftrious. father, and jarawfir^ 
was crowned in the abbey of Holyroodhoufe, 
March ao. A, D. 1437, being the firft day of a 
parliament which met at Edinburgh for the trial 
of the regicides and the fetdemcnt of the admini- 
itration during; the king's minority. Archibald 
duke of Tourainc and earl q£ Douglas, who wa3 
by far the moft powerful fubjeft in Scotland, wa^ 
appointed lieutenant of the kingdom ^ and the 
cuftody of tlie king's perfon, and the adminiftxa- , 

tion of the civil government, were committed tp 
fir Alexander tivingfton of CaUender, and fir 
William Crichton of Crichton, two gentlemen who 
had been much efteemed and employed by the late^ 
king •. 

Though no truce fubfifted at this time between Truce 
England and Scotland, there was a total ceflation ^a. 
of hoftilities, neither of them being in a condition 
to moleft the other. To fecurc the continuance of 
this tranquillity, which was equally beneficial to ' / ": 
both nations, a commiflion was granted by king < 

James, II. November 30, A. D. 1437, to the 
lords Gordon and Montgomery, John, lylethven 
provofl: of Lyncluden, and John Vaxifie, Efq; to 

' Black AAs, f.a6. Abefcroroby, vol. ft.*p. 3x4. Annot. in 
Socbao. p. 440* . ' ' ^ 

y4 ' negotiate 
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A.D f438. negotiate a truce with commiffioncrs of the king of 
England. Conferences were accordingly held on 
diat fubje£b at London^ and a truce concluded, 
March 31, A.D. 1438, for nine years, viz. from 
the ift of May in that year, to the ift of May 
A. D. 1447 *• 
Confiifioot Archibald duke of Touraine and eaii of Dou- 
•"*• glas, who was the firft of the Scots confervators 
of this truce, died about three months after it was 
made; and foon after his death, all things fell into 
confufion *. This was partly owing to the youth- 
ful arrogance of his fon and fucceflbr, William 
earl of Douglas, and partly to the violent difcord 
that arofe between the governor Livingftone and 
the chancellor Crichton, who were men of abi- 
lities, but exceedingly ambitious and interefted, 
each ftriving to fbpplant the other, and ingrofe aU 
the power and emoluments of adminiftration. The 
chancellor had pofleffion of the king's perfon and 
the caftle of Edinburgh, while the governor re- 
fided with the queen-mother in the caftle of Stir- 
ling J and whatever ediiSb the one publilhed, the 
other contradided j and whoever obeyed the one 
was punilhed by the other j which threw the coun- 
try into great eonfufion*.' 
A.D. 1439. The queen-mother, who was a princefs of great 
The king addrcfs, came from Stirling to Edinburgh, with a 
gMwg. *^ fj^^l train, to vifit her fon, and Inquire after his 
health. Tl^e . chancellor could not with decency 
rcfafe her admittance to die caflle j and fhe bc- 

» Rym. Feed. torn. 10. p. '688— 1^9 5. *" 

^ Hui^ of Godicrofty p. 244. 

♦ Buchan, iib. II. Pitfcottic, p.i, 3. 
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haved to him widi fo mtich affability, and made a>d.hs9» 
fo many profefBpns of cftcem and-good-will, diat '^^ 
he entertained no fufpicion of any ill defigm 
When her plot was ripe for execution, (he told the 
chancellor that fhc defigned to go en pilgrimage t6 
the White Kirk of Buchan, to pray for the health 
and prolperity of her fon ; and that (he would 
carry nothing with her but two cheftd, containing 
her clothes and a few neceflaries. The king, 
with his own confent, was placed in one of diefe 
chcfts, conveyed out of the caftle to Leith, and 
put on board a Ihip, in which the queen immedi- 
ately fet fail for Stirling; where fhe was received 
by the governor at her landing, and with her fon 
conduded into the caftle, amidft the loud acclama- 
tions of the people '• 

. The governor, having the king in his poflfeflion, council u 
determined to pulh his advantage againft his rival Stirling. 
as far as poflible. With this view, he fummoned 
a kind of parliament, or great council of his 
partifans, probably that which met at Stirling, 
March 13, A. D. 1439, ^ which an a£t was niade 
againft fuch as held out caftles againft the king \ 
In this council it was propofod, and at lait re^^ 
folved, to befiege the chancellor in the caftle of , 
Edinburgh j and the queen, to encourage them to 
engage in that enterpriie, promiied to furniih the 
army with meal during the fiege^ 

The chancellor, forefeeing the approaching M«fliigcto 
ftorm, font a mdflfenger to the earl ^ Douglas, to DouTis"*^ 

S Pitfcottie, p. 3* Bachan. lib. ii. p. 19$. 

<^ ^lifik A£b» f. 16. p. %. 7 Pitfeoctie> p. 5. 
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^^-^39^ tft^it his procfiftion and aid igjuxA the gottr- 
^^ flor. Our hiftomas in genera £17, that dm mcf- 
&ge was fenc to Archibald eaii of Doug^ : hot 
that 13 hardly poflihlei at leaft, it is muich raoiie 
IH-obahle tiiat it was to his ion William. The 
fmfwer, t!oo» was like that of a haug^^ impetuous 
young man, viz.- <^ That he was §^two fadi 
<< knaves had quarrelled^ and hoped dicy would 
*s dcftroy one aoodier'." 
Rcconciii- Soon after the chancellor had rccrived this 
tween the «nfwer^ he found himfelf invefted in the caflk of 
Md*^n. E'<i«*««'g*»i ^ '^ danger of falling into the hands 
ctJior. of his enemies. To prevent this^ he fbund means 
CO fend a meflage to the governor, cxpreffing a 
defire to have a converfation widi him, in wlach 
he had fomething to communicate that was equally 
interefting to them both. To this the governor 
agreed j and after the neceffary precatttions for their 
comoKm faiety, they fa^ a meeting, in which the 
chancellor communicated die znfwcr he had re- 
ceived from the carl of Douglas, and convinced 
the governs, that if they periifted to weaken one 
Another, that common enemy would dcftroy dicm 
-both. This produced a reconciiiadon. The 
chancellor deEvcrcd the keys of the caftle to the 
king, who immediately returned them to him, ac- 
cording to agreement received him into fitvour, 
and reftorcd hidi to his office of chancellor, of 
Aurhich he had ,been deprived •. After diis tranf- 
, aftjon, the governor condwacd the young king 
back again to Stirling caftle. 

* Pitfcottic, p. 5. » Id. p, 7. 
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' During thprcamfflrijetwpm ^hc chaacellor and ^^^^ 
Igcyrcfu^r, -the ^cina of gayemixicjit vf&x fo mwh pepiora. 
^^axed, ttet th« whote couiitry was a fccoc qf ^^^.^^V^ 
anarchy and coi»fWion> in which thefb^ robberies, 
and murders were coifimiaed with iaqfrnnity* Sir 
Thomas Boyd/c q{ Kilmarrock (kw Ailw Stewan;, 
lord Daroley, at Polmont-thorn, . between Fal- 
Jdrk and Linlithgo^y, in Otlobcr A. D, i4j3. 
This produced a family ifeud,.;w4 a pitched battle 
juras fought July 0.2, A. D* i^3<h ^^ which the 
3oydes wer§ ^efeafe^j^ and fir Thomas llain *^ 
. William e^l oF OoMglas having fucceeded, A. D. 
1 43^1 ^o the great power and pofieffions of his 
father, both in France knd Scotland, when he waa 
hardly fifteen years of j age, became wanton with 
prolperity, affected independency, and encouraged 
his vaflals, particularly in Annandale^ to plunder 
thofe parts of the country that were not under his 
jurifdiftion". The farmers, in many places, en- 
joyed' fo litde lecurityi that the lands were left 
uncultivated, a dreadful famine cnfued, followed 
by a plague, which carried, off thofe who were 
feized with it in a few hours'*. In a word, few 
countries were ever in a more wretched conditioh 
than Scotland was in the minority of James H. ; 
ib much did it fufFer by the cruel murder, oif 
James I. 

Thoi^h the governor had a great advaijtage in a.d. 1440. 
pofleffing the pedbn of theking, he was not with- ^^J^" 
pui: diificplti^. His great. &i^d, .an0 patxpncfs^ 

«o Bischart. lib/u* p* 2o6i * ." . " I#. ibid. 
• Sceticron. tooi.^. p. 5x4. edit. Edin. 17591 
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^P'M4^ the tjii«jn*ni6Aer, Iwd fiaiin-^^^ widi land 

^''-'^^ married fir Jarri^i 'BtewSrt, bWtfi* to die it»t 

Lorn ; and both fhe- and Iter hufband being muA 

oflfendcd dmt 4ie was" lidt- admicted'mtd a thafe of 

die adminffiratfen, entcrSPlnto'a coirelpondencc 

with die eaii of "Douglas: " The governor, having 

difcovcred this cpfrelpondfence, ^adcd -widi great 

Ipirit. Hethrew-fir Janics Stewart arid his brother 

Icfrd'Lom intor pHforij^coAfitted die queen to her 

apartment in tfie cafHeT)f Stirling, and did not ict 

them at liberty till they had given aniple fecurity 

for their future good behaviour ^. ' * ' 

Tfce^mg ih die mean rime, the chancellor was far from 

from Stir- being fatisfied with tis fituation;' ' He 'was allowed 

W* indeed to live quietly in the caftle of Edinburgh, 

"but was fcldom confulted, and law his rival pofleff- 

ing aJI places of power and profit, or bellowing 

them upon^ his friends. He therefb;re formed a 

plot to recover the advantages he had loft. By 

his ipies he was informed, Uiat the young king was 

permitted to take the diverfion "of hunting in die 

park of Stirling, with a few attendants. Having 

privately convened aBout a hundred of his mod 

trufty friends, well mounti^d and armed, they fct 

^ut in TrnaD parties from different places near 

Edinburgh, after it was darlc, and met at the place 

appointed, in the park of Stirling, early next morn- 

' 5ng. ' To their agree^le ibrprife^ -the king entered 

the pztk fobn afiDei-;-:attcndcd only'by a few fol- 

lowers. The chancellor rode up to the king, and 

in a fopthing fpeech endeavouiW to pcrfuade him 

n Btichan. fit), if. p. 2o# PiiTccttle, p. $.' 
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that he came t# fct him at liberty, and to OK^uft ^*^jf^ 
him to any ^placc he pleafed. . Sir Alexander Li- 
viogfton, the governor's eldcft fon> rcft^ained his 
fHend3 from making any oppofmon, and the king 
was conduced to the caftlc of Edinburgh '*. 

When the governor returned to Stirling in the Livingfton 
evening, he was ahnoll diftradtcd with rage and fon reconi 
grief. In the firft tranfports of his anger, he en- ^»^*«^' 
t»tained fome thoughts of joining with the earl of 
Douglas to procure revenge. But he foon became 
feniible of the foUy and danger of trufting himfelf 
in the h^nds of a paflionate young man, who h^ced 
him, and had many defperate ru^ians about him, 
capable of aoy viUany. After revolving many 
things in his mind, and confulting with his wileft ^ 
confidents, he determined to facrifice his refent- 
ment to his fafety, and to attempt a reconciliation 
with his rival. He accordingly went to Edin- 
burgh, attended only by a few friends, and by the 
rncdiation of the biihops of Aberdeen and Moray, 
obtained a meeting with the chancellor, in the 
church of St. Gijes. At this meeting, being both 
folly convinced that their prefervation depended on 
their union, a more fincere and hearty reconcili- 
ation than the former took place ; to which nothing 
contributed fo much as their dread of the earl of 
Douglas, By this agreement, the king was to 
remain with the chancellor, and the governor to 
retain all the authority and emolument9 of his 
place'*. 



H Buchan. lib. zx. p. loi. ^S Id. ibid. 
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Immediately after this agreenne^ a parlkmeBC 
^uf waa called to meet at Edinbur^^ A. D. 1440, to 
kui^ ** which great numbers of people crowded, with com- 
plaints againft the eati of Doo^as and his re- 
tainers. The parliament did not think it prudoit 
to proceed widi a high hand againft that potent 
earl, which would have produced a civil war; but 
fent him a ibothing let^, entreating him and Us 
friends to come and take their ieats in parliamenc^ 
and that ihare in the admmiftration of affidrs ti> 
which they were intitled. Pleafed with dus le- 
fpe£)ful invitation, the earl, accompanied bf his 
only brother lord David, and his chief confident 
fir Malcolm Fleming of Cumbernatdd, fet out for 
Edinburgh with a fplendid retinue. The chancel* 
lor met him on the way, invited him to his caWe 
of Crichton, entertained him in the moft firnip* 
tuous manner, and made him fb ir^my flattemg 
profefTions of efteem and fric^dfhip, that he 
flighted all the admonitions of lus friends, ^0 
entreated him to be upon his guard, and to fend 
back his brother into the country. When he ar- 
rived at Edinburgh, he was received with the moft 
flattering marks of diftinftion, condufted by the 
chancellor, with the lord David, his brother, and 
fir Malcolm Fleming, into the cafUc, to dine vidi 
the king. But when they were feared at the royal 
table, they were fuddenly feized fay armed men, 
dragged out of the king*s prefencc j and after a 
very fummary trial, as is moft probable, or ^wdi- 
out any trial, as many authors affirm, they vere 
all three beheaded, November 24, in the court of 

the 
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die caftk*^: a nroft horrid, inhofpitablc, and a^ek 14:4^1 
cruel deed, which merita the execration of pofte- ' 
rity I 

By the death, or rather the murder, of the young a.d. 1443. 
carl' of Douglas iand his brother, the great eftates ^^^l^^ 
of that family were divided j their uncle, James . 
lord of Abercorn, fucceeding to the earicjom of 
Dou^bis, and their only filler Margaret, com- 
nnonly calkd the Fair Maid of Galloway, to all 
d^ unentailed eftates of Annandak, Galloway, 
Ormond, &c*'. James earl of Douglas, called 
The Gro/s^ being old and indolent, did not attempt 
to revenge the murder of his nephews, or difturb 
the peace of his country. But his life and that 
peace were both of fhort duration. He died at 
Abercorn, March Z4., A. D. 1443, and was fuc- 
ceeded by l>is eldeiit fini William, who married his 
coulin Margaret) d^ Fair Maid of Galloway, and 
thereby reunited the great eftates of the family, 
and became as fi)rmidable as any of his prede- 
ceflbrs"*. 

William earl of Dduglas> dated by his power ^•^' *^44* 
aod opulence, for fome time paid littlp or no re- Doughs in 
gard to the autfiority of his king, or the laws of favour, 
his country ; but rather encouraged and proteded 
robbers^ plunderers, and diforderly perfons, out of 
hatred to the lords Livingftpn and Crichton, who* 

i^ Bucbm. lib* u. p. md> AnnoC. p. 440. Abtfrcromby, 
▼ol. %. p. 31S. — 331. Hawthorn4ex)» p. %%. Pitibotti«» p. 17. 

■7 Ryni. Foed. torn. 11. p. 310* 

■» Godfcroft, p. 157—159. This author, and other hiftonans, 
call this Udy Beatrix, which was unqueftionably the otme of thi« 
earl ^Wllliam^s mother, and not of his wife, who was caile<l 
Margaret. Kym. Foid, torn. 11. p. 310. 

had 
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had the chief diredion of afiairs, and widi a yienr 
to bring them into conteinpt. But after the king 
had reached his fourteenth year, and began to in- 
terfere in the choice of his fervants and the ma- 
nagement of affairs, the earl chan^ his plan of 
policy, but not his views. Being affurcd by his 
friends, that he would meet with a favourable re- 
ception, he came to court;, then at Stirlic^ at* 
tended by a numerous retinue of his friends and 
vaffals, and, falling on his kmes before the king, 
made the moft folemn profeffions of the mcA in- 
violable loyalty. He was well received ; and in a 
Utde rime, by his engaging, fubmiilive behaviour 
to the young king, and his liberality to the 
courtiers, he became the great favourite of both*** 
A. 0:1445. The lords Livingfton and Cridtfon, obfcrving 
»nd ^h" *^ increafmg favour of their too powerful enemy, 
ton pro- refigned their offices, and retired from court ; the 
fomner to his houfe of Callender, and the latter to 
the caflJc of Edinburgh, of which he had the 
cuftody. But the earl of Douglas, now in the full 
pofleffion of all the power of the ftate, detenxuned 
not to fuffer his enemies to efcape fo eafily ; and, 
by his influence, they were both denounced rebels, 
and their eftates confifcated, by a parliament that 
met at Perth, July 14, A. D. 1445, and from 
thence adjourned to Edinburgh. While the king, 
or rather the earl of Douglas, belieged the cafUe of 
Edinburgh, he employed his friends in execuring 
the fentence againft the two profcribed lords, by 
feizing their lands and cafUes ; in which they met 

H Bttchan, Hb. xx. p. 204. 

with 
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with fo much oppofition and retaliation, that the a.d. ims* 
country became a fcene of flaughter and devafta- 
tion. The lord Livingfton, fir Alexander his 
ddeft fon, fir Robert. Livingfton treafurer, fir 
David Livingfton, fir James Dundas of Dundas, 
and fir Robert Bruce of Clackmanan, were appre- 
hended. Lord Livingfton, fir James Dundas, and 
pr Robert Bruce, faved their lives by a liberal 
well-direfted ^iftribution of their lands and mo- 
ney, but the other three were condemned and 
executed *•. 

The caltle of Edinburgh was bravely defended ; ^!^ 
and the earl of Douglas, defpairing of taking it reftorcd. 
by force, entered into a negotiation with the late 
chancellor; who, upon obtaining a full pardon, 
with the reftoration of his eftates and honours, 
ratified by parliament, furrendered it to the king*'. 
The parliament that ratified this capitulation met 
at Perth, July 14, A. D. 14455 and was from 
thence adjourned to Edinburgh, to finifh that 
tranfaftion. The lord Crichton was fcemingly* 
redonciled to the earl of Douglas, and reftored to 
the oflke of chancellor ; but, diftrufting the fin- 
ccrity of that -feconciliation, he appeared as little 
at court as poflible **. 

The • queen-mother, and her hufl^and fir James Q^cen^* 
Stewart, called the Black Knight of Lorriy havmg ** 
Kved feveral years neglefled and difcontented, Ihe 

«o Buchan. lib. 11. p. 206. Hawthornden, p. 13, &c* Fitfcot- 
tic. p. ao, &c. Abercroqiby, voL a. p^ 334^ 

»" Scoticron. Iib.i6. p*. 515. PJtfcottic, p. »3. -, 

*» Crawford's Officers of btate,.p. 32. 

£.Vot. IX, Z died 
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A,P'^445; died in July A. D. i445> leaving thfcc foits bf 
^ ' her fecond hufband, viz. John, who was made carl 
ofAthol.A-D. 14555 James, who was made earl 
of Buchan A. D. 1469 -, and Andfcw, who be- 
came bifhop of Moray. Sir James Stewart had 
ipoken with fo much afpcrity of diofe in power, 
that he did not think himfeif fafe in Scotland after 
the queen's death, and obtained a fafe-conduft^ 
from Henry VI. November 24, A. D. 1445 •**• 
The faaie prince graated^him a protedion, No- 
vember 22, A. D. 1447, to refide in England 
four years, with his two fons, John and James ; 
and another fafe-conduft, Auguft 17, A. D. 14517 
for himfelf, his two fons, fix other gentlemen, and 
twenty fervants**. The time and manner of his 
death arc not certainly known. 
A.D.i44«. While the earl of Douglas poiIeiIed*di€ favour 
Gr^eft ^f^^ i^jj^g ^j ^ diredion of afiairs, he did not 
DougUTes. negledt himielC his family, and friends. He was 
conftituted lord lieutenant of the kingdom, wtadi 
was thought to be a lefs offenfive namq than that 
of regent or goveraon^^ne of hia blathers, 
Archibald, was m^e earl of Moray i^-^mocfaer of 
them, Hiogh, earl of Ormonds<-*-and a third, 
John, lord Balveny *\ In a word, no family in 
Scotland ever poflbfled to much power and terri- 
tory as that of Douglas did at this time. But 
neidier power nor riches can (ecure permanent 
proljperity. 

M Crawford*8 Officers of State, p. 31. Rym. Feed. torn, f r« 
p. 107. ' *4 Id.- ibid. p. 192. ^01. 

>5 Oodfcroft, p. 160. Fltfcottiey p. ^5. 
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King James being now about eighteen years of A.D.144S. 
age, and having no brothers, it was thought pro-. xhTkine 
per that he Ihould be married as foon as poflible. married. 
A commiflibri was therefore granted at Stirling, 
May 6, A. D. 1448, to the lord Crichton, chan- 
cellor, John bifliop of Dunkeld, Andrew abtot of 
Melrofs, George lord Seaton, Nicholas Otterton, 
canon of Glalgow, Thomas Cranfton, elq; and 
John Dalrymple, bailie of Edihburgh, to go 
into France to renew the ancient alliance with that 
crown, and provide a fuitable confort for their 
fovereign**. Thefe ambafladors obtained a fafe- 
conduft to pafs through England, with fifty per- 
fons in their company, dated April 23, A. D. 
1448 *\ On their arrival at the court of France; 
they renewed th^ ancient alliances between the two 
kingdoms ;. but not- finding in that country a 
proper match' for their king, Charlis VII. retoiti- '^•^•»449. 
mended Mary,, daughter of Anthony duke of 
Guelder and Cleve, and by her mother, grands* 
daughter of John duke of Burgundy, a princefs 
young and beautiful, and of an heroic Ipirit. The 
commiffioners found no difficulty in concluding 
the contract' of marriage, and condufting the 
princefs into Scotland.' She was married to the 
king in die chapel of Holyroodhtnife, - in June 
A. D. 1449 ••. 

While thefe conimiffioners were negotiating the Military 
kSng^s marriage abroad, th(i truce wUch Ihould ^P«^^«*- 

^ Abercrombyy vol. 2. p. ^%%m 

*7 Rytt. Feed. torn. 11. p. atj. '; '^ 

» Annot. in Buehan. p: 44s. Hawtborriaietf, p. sS.- 
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A^.i445- have fubfifted between the two Britilh kingdoais 
^~^ till May i, A. D. 1454, was violated, by mutual 
iocurlions on the borders *^ The occafion of 
thefc inqurfions is not well known ; but it is moft 
probable that they proceeded from fomepcrfonai or 
'family feuds, rather th^ from any national quarrel 
The EngliQi appear to have been the aggreifors. 
The earl of Northumberland, warden of the caft 
marches, invaded Scodand on that fide, and burnt 
Dunbar ; while the earl of Salifbury, warden of 
the weft marches, made an incurfion on his quarter, 
gnd burnt Dumfries. But thefe injuries were foon 
retaliated by the lord Balvcny, who burnt Aln- 
wick, and defolated the open country. To re- 
venge thefe injuries^ the earl of Nordiumberland 
raifed a numerous army, with which he invaded 
Scotland. But he was not permitted to proceed 
far: for being met by a Scotch army, commanded 
by Hugh earl of Ormond, at the river Sark, in 
Annandale, a bloody batde was fought, in which 
the Englifli were defeated, with the lols of 3000 
men. The earl of Northumberland efcaped with 
great difficulty ; but his fon lord Piercy, fir J(An 
Pennington, fir Robert Harrington, and fevcral 
other knights and gentlenten, were taken, and 
committed to the caftle of Lochmab^n*. The 
Scots loft 600 men j among whom were few 
perfons of note, except fu*- Thomas Wallace of 
,; Craigie, to whple valour the vidory was. chiefly 
owing'®. 

«9 Rym. FobJ. torn. 11. p. 58. , 3° Bucban. lib. xi. p. »o8. 
Pitfcottiei p» ^o* ii^tjioradeii, p. 26, Abercromby, vol. 2. p. 340* 
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« 

But as this war was not agreeable to cither of a.d.i449- 
the Briti{h fovereigns, it was foon terminated by ^^y^cs. 
a fhort truce made at Winchefter, July 10, A. D. 
1449 J which was prolonged by another concluded 
at Durham, September 17, in the fame year**; 
Thefe Ihort truces muft have been attended with 
much expencc and trouble, as we fometimes find 
twenty plenipotentiaries of high rank employed in 
negotiating one of fix weeks duration. At length 
a truce of an uncommon nature was made, No- 
vember 15 of the fame year, at Durham. It was 
not to continue for any limited time, but as long 
as it was agreeable to both parties to obferve it j 
and when one of the parties intended to depart 
from it, he was bound to give a formal intimation 
of his intention to the other 180 days before he 
commenced hoftilities '*. 

. The family of Douglas was in the zenith of its a.d. 1450. 
power and profperity at this time, two of the earl's Jf the carf 
brothers, the earl of Ormond and the lord Balveny, of Dou- 
having gained great honour in the late war. But ^ **' 
from this time too, the enormous greatnefs of 
that family began to decline. This was owing to 
various caufcs ; — to the jealoufy of the king, — 
the envy of the otljer nobles, — the hatred of the 
people, — but chiefly to the abufe of their power, 
by protefting the moll abandoned of thdr re- 
tainers in .all their villanies, and crulhing all who 
dared to oppofe them, or any of their fol- 
lowers. Of this it will be fufficient to give one 

i> Rym. Foed. torn. 11. p. 131. 13S. s« Id. ibid, p; 244* 

Z 3 example. 
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esuunplc Sir Richard Colvill of Odiiltree hap* 
pening to meet John Auchinleck of Auchinleck 
(a retainer of the earl of Dou^as), from whom 
he had received many injuries^ a quarrel eniued> 
and Auchinleck was killed. The earl of Doi^las, 
inftead of bringing fir Richard to a trials firft 
burnt and ruined every thing on his eftate, then 
befieged and took his caftle, and put him and all 
the men in it to the fword'*. Such outrageous 
afts of violence rendered this great earl an otgeft 
of terror to all who were not under his pro* 
tcftion '*. 

This being the year of jubilee, the earl ol 
Douglas, prompted by vanity or fuper^don, de- 
termined to vifit Rome. Having committed the 
care of his affairs in Scotland to his brother Joho^ 
lord Balveny, he fet out, accompanied by his 
eldeft brother lord James Douglas, with fcveral 
other lords, knights, and gendemen, making an 
oftentatious dilplay of his wealth and grandeur in 
the feveral countries through which he pafled. 
When he approached Rome, he was met by a pro- 
ceflion of the clergy and principal citizens, and 
conduced into the city in a kind of triumph ". 

The affairs of this potent earl did not profper 
fb well in his native country. Soon after his de- 
parture, many complaints were made againft him 
to the king and council, of injuries done, and 
cruelties committed, by him and his followers*. 

IS Bochan. lib. ii. p. ao9. H Pitfcottie, p. 33. iS Buchao, 
lib, IS. p. 210. Pitfcottie^ p. 33^ Abercromby^ toL %. f. 549. 
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TJic king on this occafion aftcd with great pru- ^•^- ^^5o- 
dence and moderation, being probihly influenced ^^^~ ~' 
by the a^ce of his ancient counfellors, the lord 
Cfichton and the lord Livingfton> yrko had lately 
been made high jufticiary. He fumnK>ned the 
lord Balyeny to appear before him -, but that lord 
Jifregarding die ilimmons, he was apprehended, 
and brought before the council 5 and not being 
able to vindicate the earl, and feveral of his re- 
tainers, from the complaints brought againft them, 
he was commanded to indemnify the fufFcrers out 
of the e»rs rents, and the ^ods of the other 
delinquents ; and upon his promifing to do this, he 
was fet at liberty. But being encouraged by his 
two brothers, the earls of Ormond and Moray, he 
refofed to perform his promife. The king then 
gave a commiflion to William Sinclair, earl of Ork- 
ney, to do what the brd Balveny had promifed, 
and fent him into the earl of Douglases countries 
with a few troops, to execute that commiflion. 
But he was every where refifl:ed and infulted ; at 
which the king being juftily irritated, he raifed an 
army, befieged, took, and demolifticd the cafl:le 
of Douglas, commanded the earl's rents, and the 
eflTefts of the other delinquents, to be feized, and 
made reftitution to the fufferers**. 

When the carl of Douglas received intelligence a.d.hsi. 
of thefe tranfaftions, he hafl:ened his return, and p^**5^ 
pafled through England, under the proteftion of returns, 
a fafc-condu6t from that court, 1 2th November 

^ Bochaiu lib. 11. p. 210. Pitfcottic, p. 34. 

Z 4 A. D. 
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A.D. f^5f. A^ £)^ 1450, for himfelf, and twenty other lords, 
knights, and gentlemen, in his company, with 
eighty other attendants ". His intention feems to 
have been, to remain Ibme time in England; for his 
fafe-conduft contained a permilfion to him and his 
followers to refide in that kingdom three years ". 
But finding that country in great confufion, and 
having received aflurances from his friends in 
Scodand, that he would meet with a favourable 
reception from his own fovereign, he returned 
home about the beginning of A. D. 145 1, went to 
court, was well received, and reftorcd to all his 
eftates and honours, on his engaging to behave as 
became a loyal fubjeft, and no ' longer to obftruft 
the execution of juftice on thofe who violaticd the 
laws. So perfedly was the king reconciled to this 
great earl at this time, that he appointed him one 
of his plenipotentiaries to fettle certain points with 
thofe of Pngland, for the better obfervation of the 
late truc^ j and he, with the other commiffioncrs, 
obtained a fafe-condudt from Henry VL dated 
April 17, A. D. 145 1, to come to Newcaftlc or 
Durham for that purpofe ''. 
^*^Pouff- ^^^^ highly probable, however, that this recon- 
lasobtaint cUiation was not very fincere on the part of the 
^ion^hT' ^^^ ^^ Douglas, and that he fecredy refolvcd to be 
England, revenged, if not qn the king, at Icaft on his mi- 
nifters, for what had been done againft him and 
his adherents in his abfence. For when he was in 
England, vefted with this commiflion from his 



17 Rym. Feed. torn. ii. p. 27 S. 3* Id. ibid. 

39 Id. ibid, p, 283. 
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Ibvereign, he engaged in certain dark intrigues ^^'^^s^^ 
with that court, and obtained a proteftion. May la, 
A. D. 1451, for himfelf, his three brothers, thirty- 
other lords, knights, and gcndemen therein 
named, with fixty-feven perfons, nobles or others, 
to rcfide in that kingijom ; by which he provided 
an afylum for himfelf and his followers **. 

The indefinite truce that had been lately fetded Tmce. 
between the two Britilh kingdoms being attended 
with fome difficulties, another was concluded at 
Newcaftle, Auguft 14, A. D. 145 1, to continue 
from that time to Auguft 15, A. D. 1454,' and 
as long after as it pleafcd both the kings *'. 

The earl of Douglas; after his return and recon- Diflopl 
ciliation with the king, was very far from paying the wri of 
that relpeft to the authority of his fovereign and l>o«gia«. 
the laws of his country diat he had promifed; but, 
on the contrary, afted more like an independent 
and hoftile fovereign than a fubjeft. Befides his 
fufpicious correfpondence with the court of Eng- 
land — ^he entered into a bond with the earls of 
Crawford and Rofs, and other noblemen, to ftand 
by and alTift each other againft all men, in dire6t 
oppofition to an aft of parliament againft fuch 
bonds ** — his vaffals of Annandale plundered the 
lands, and carried oflF the cattle, of the lord Herris 
of Terregles ; . who having applied to the earl for 
redrcfs in vain, raifed his friends and tenants, and 
made an attempt to recover his property. But 



•■4» Rym. Feed, torn, xi. p. 285. 4» I(L ihiil. p, 293, 

4% Black Afts, f. 6. c. 33. 
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A»D.i45i, being overpowered and taken prilbncr in that at- 
~^ '^ tempty he was carried to the earl, who command- 
ed him to be hanged as a common thief. WiA 
the fame cruelty he put to death the chief of the 
^$aclellans^ a numerous clan in Galloway, who 
were not of his party*'. In a word| the carl of 
Douglas employed all his art and power to in- 
creafe the number of his pardfans, and deftroy 
thofe who declined to be of that number. 
A.D. I4S2* The king, equally irritated and alarmed at this 
imiciat conduft, fummcmed the earl to come to court; 
kiiJtd. which he rcfufed, unlefs a fafe-condud Wias granted 
lym under the great ieal. Though this was an 
uncommon requifition in a fubje£fc from his fove- 
reign, it was complied with i on wUch he came 
to court, then at Stirling, attended by his brochers, 
^nd a numerous retinue of his friends and Mowers, 
He was well received, and invited to fupper widi 
the king in the caftle. After fupper, the kii^ 
^ condufted the earl into another chamber, and en- 
tered into an cxpoftulation with him concerning his 
late conduft, and particularly concerning the illc* 
gal bond into which he had entered with the earls 
of Crawford, Rofs, and others, commanding him, 
in a peremptory tone, inftandy to deliver it into his 
hands. The earl obftinately refiifing to comply 
with this command, the king, ii\ a tranfport of 
rage, drew his hanger, plunged it into the carl's 
heart, and laid him dead at his feet, February 21, 

43 Bttchan. lib. XX. p. 2x1. Pitfcottic, p. 37-*4o. Hawtbora- 
«la), p. 28. Godfcrofty p^ x86— 189. 
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A. D. 145 a'**: a ralh, criminal, and cruel deed ! a.o.hs^- 
for which no cxcufe can be pleaded, but the king's "7^~~ 
youth and warmth of temper, and the many provo- 
cations he had received from his turbulent and too 
powerful fubjea. 

It is impofliblc to defcribe the fory of the Dou- 5*^^*''* 
glaies, iR^n they were told the fete of their chief. 
As he died without iffue, they acknowledged his 
ne3ct brother James, ^ earl of Douglas i and, 
putting him at their head, proceeded to the m^kct- 
crofs of Stirling, and there proclasmed the king a 
perjured murderer, and an enemy to mankind; 
ibiindiiig idl the trumpets and horns in their army, 
to (hike terror into the garrifon of the caftle. They 
tied the £ife<onduft that had been granted to the 
late carl to a horfe's tail, and dragged it through 
die ftreets, giving the Idng all the moft oppro- 
brious names they could devife. In rfie firft tranf- 
ports of their rage, they propofed to attack the 
caftle, and put die king and all within it to the 
fword : but finding that they were not prepared for 
fiich an undertaking, thfy retired from Stirling, 
after letting the town on fire in feveral places *'. 

If all the families of the name of Douglas had Their mif- 
l>ecn united at this rime, the king would have been ^®'^°'** 
in the greateft danger. But the earl of Angus and 
the lord of Dalkeith were at variance with their 
chief, and the other families diat adhered to him, 
and on that account they were the objedts of their 

44- Buchan. lib. ii.p. 2x2, Annot. p. 441. Pitfcottie, p. 4014.x. 
^wthorndcD, p. 29. 4i Hawthorndcn, p. 29. 
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tl^'I^ ! ^ - ^^^ violent relentment, as being the firmeft friends 
of the king. The earl of Douglas, therefore, after 
his departure from Stirling, burnt the town of Dal- 
keith, and befieged the caftle; having fent his 
brother, Archibald earl of Moray, ' into the north 
againft the carls of Angus and Huntly. But both 
thefc expeditions were unfortunate ; the carl of 
Douglas being obliged to ratfe the fi^e of die 
ciiftle of Dalkeith, and the carl of Moray being 
driven out of the north by the loyalifts. The 
Douglafes fufbuncd a (till greater lofs, by the de- 
feat of their mod powerful and zealous ally the earl 
of Crawford, by Alexander earl of Huntly, near 
Brechin, May i8, A. D. 1452**. 
Treaty Jamcs carl of Douglas fent his mother Beatrix, 

ulld.^"^' ^^ Margaret his late brother's widow, mto Eng- 
land, having obtained a protection for them fit)m 
Henry VI. 5 and at the fanf^e time he fent certain 
propofals ip writing to that prijice, who approved 
.of them, and granted a con'imiffion to fevcral 
noblemen, June 3, A. D. 1452, to conclude a 
treaty with his moft dear coufin, James carl of 
Douglas, agreeable to his propofals, and to admit 
him and his friends to perform liege homage, and 
take an oath of fealty, as Englifli fub)cfts*^ 
We know not the particulars of this treaty ; but 
we may be almoft certain, that the defign of the 
carl of Douglas and his friends, in confcnting to 
take an oath of fealty to the king of England, was 

** Buchan. lib. ii, p. 113. Pirfcottlc, p» 41. Hawthorndcn, 
p. ja. Abercromby, vol. 2. p. 357, 
47 Ryra, Feed, torn. 11. p. 310, 311. 
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to obtain affiftancc from that prince againft tlidr A'P'HS^ 
native fovcreign. 

But the earl of Dougl^, difcpuraged by the ill Pacifica- 
fuccefs of his efforts at home, and defpairing of ^^^' 
any ailiftance from England, then in a moil dif- 
crafted flate, foon began to think of an accommo- 
dation with the king. This accommodation / was 
concluded, AuguftaS, A. D, 1452, muchfooner-. 
than could have been expefted, from the rancour 
of the parties againft each other. ' The earl of 
Douglas took a fblemn oath, in his own name, 
and in the name of all his followers, to obfcrve the 
following conditions — i. That he would lay no 
claim to the earldom of Wigtpn^ without , the 
pemiiflion of Mary queen of Scodand — 2., That^ 
he would refign the lordlhip of Stewarton to die 
king, who might either keep or reftore it to him„ 
as he pleafed — 3. That he 'and all his followers 
would lay afide any. malice, hatred, or ill will^^ 
that they had conceived againft any perfon or per- 
fons — 4. That he and all his followers .y^uld live 
quietly and peaceably, as became good fubjeAs, in 
dl time to come — 5. And that he would treat -the. 
king on all occafibns with the hi^heft relpeftand 
reverence. To the' inflrurxient containing thefe' 
conditions, the feals of the earl of Doijglas and of 
James lord Hamilton, Jiis moft zealous affpciate, 
were affixed*^. About the fame time, or perhaps 
a little before, the carj of Crawford tjkrew, him- 
felf at the king's feet, and implored his mercy -, 

4* Annot, ID Buchan. p. 441* , , 
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A.0.i45f which^ at tbe intcrceffion of that C3cccllcnt prdate 
James Kennedy^ bilhop of St. Andrew's, he ob- 
tained; and was reftored to his eftate and ho- 
ncwrs^. 
A, D. 145 J- The king was fo fully convinced of the finccritjr 
Tnic€. ^ ^ ^^ ^f Douglas in his late fubmiflion, diat 
be appointed him one of his plenipotentiaries to 
negotiate the prolongation of die truce with Eng- 
land, by a commifTion, dated April i8, A. D. 
1453 '"*• Veiled widi this coipmilrion, die earl 
went to London, and conclude with the com- 
miffioncrs of the king of England, at Wcftminfter, 
May 23, the fame year, a prolongadon of the 
truCe then fubfifting, from May 21, A. D. 1453, 
to May 21, A. D. 145V ". 

Marriage But the earl abufed the confidence of his fovc- 
^^£ reign on this occafion; arid, while he was addng 
Pottgiai. as his plenipotentiary, employed himfelf in pre- 
paring for afonnidablc rebellion againft him. 
Margaret, formerly called the Fair Maui of Gal- 
loway , widow of the late earl of Douglas, by whom 
. fhe had no children, wa$ then in England, and, 
by the death of her huftand, intided to all the 
great eftates of which (hie had been heirefs. Earl 
James, pretending that fhe was ftill a virgin, court- 
ed and prevailed* upon her to marry him, without 
waiting for a di(penfadoa frbni the pope, or the 
conient of hts own foyereign. Soon after his ar- 
rival ia England, he feeiti) to have. had a delign 

49 Pitfcottle, p. 46*49. $• Rym. Foed. tofo. ii. p. 314* %*l* 
f« I(L ibid, p. 3*7^33^.' 
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to make a journey to Rome, to jirocure a di^n- Aa>.i4S3* 
(ktion for this extraordinary marriage, and obtained'* 
a fafe-cpnduit for himfelf, his three brothers, James 
lord Hamilton, James lord Livingfton, twenty -five 
other knights and gentlemen by name, with 112 
peribns in their company, to pafs through Eng- 
land in their way to Rome **. It is not very impro- 
bable that this journey never was intended, and 
that this protection for fo many perfons was pro- 
cured for otjier purpofes. What other engage^ 
ments the earl of Douglas entered into with the 
court of England at this time, we are not in- 
formed. 

When king James received intelligence -of the A. d. 1454- 
tranfaftions of the earl of Douglas in England, AUrwra- 
particularly of his marriage with his brother's wi-- 
dow, he could no longct" doubt of his ill defigns, 
and determined to deprive him, as foon as pof- 
fiblc, of the power of doing mifchief. With this 
view he marched an army into Galloway, the pa- 
trimony of the couniefs Margaret, and without 
much difficulty fubjefted the country, and fecured 
the caftles, but treated the people with great lenity. 
He ufed more feverity towards the inhabitants 
of Douglafdale, on account of their greater at- 
tachment to their chieftain. At laft he beikge4 
the caftle of Abercom, a ftrong place jyovided 
with a brave garrifon ". 

In the mean time the earl of Douglas,, and his £tri of 
fi-iends, had not been idle. He fcnt his mother ruinU* 



5» Rym. Foed. tool. ix. j^. 3a6> sty. 

^3 Buchftn* 1* n# p. %t^ PitOcottic, p. 50, $t. 
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A. D. 14^4. the countefe Beatrix, and his wife the counsds 
Margarcx> into Engiaud, that they m^t be out 
of danger *\ Having received a fum of mooqf 
from the court of England, he, with the lords 
and gentlemen of his party, coUefted their fol- 
lowers, and formed an army, it is faid, of 30,000 
men, with which they direfted their march towards 
Abercorn. But when the earl approached the 
royal army, which was much inferior to his own, 
he delayed to give batde. Tlus was a fatal error, 
which dlfgiifted feveral of his braveft friends, and 
difpirited all his tixjops. In the night, James lord 
Hamilton was prevailed upon, by a mcflage from 
bifhop Kennedy, promifing pardon, favour, and 
rewards, to go over with his followers to the 
royal camp. As foon as this was known, fome 
imitated his example, others went to their own 
homes j and the earl, finding himfelf deferted by 
the greateft part of his army, retired with precipi- 
tation, and fled into Eiigland ". 
A. 0.1455. The king, having fpent the fpring of this year 
parha- -^^ pardoning fuch of the earl of Douglas's partilans 
as implored his mercy, and in eftablifhing peace 
and good order in the country, called a parliament 
to meet at Edinburgh, June 9, A. D. 1455. In 
the firll fcflion of this parliament, James earl of 
Douglas Beatrix countefs of Douglas, his mother, 
Archibald earl of Moray, and John lord Bahrcny, 
liis brothers, with a few of their moft oblUnacc 

J+ Rym. Foed. torn, ix, p. 34.9. 

55 Buchan. 1. 11. p. 214. ^tft«ttle, p. 51— 55- Hawifcomdoi, 
^.53. AUrcromby, v^*a. p. 360, 341^ 

adherents, 



mint. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cti. I. i2. CIVIL AND MILITARY. J53 

adhcrents,^ were attainted, and their eiftates confif- ^' ^'^S5» 
cated. The parliament was theft adjourned to 
Auguft 4 in the fame year *•. 

James earl of Douglas did not long rem^n quiet girl af^ 
in England ; but havings by the afliftance of his defettcd. 
brothers and other friends, coUefted a confiderable 
body of troops, Englifh as well as Scots, he en- 
tered Scotland by the weft marches. But he was 
not permitted to penetrate far into the country i 
for being met in Annandale by the earl of Angus, 
the lord Carlifle of Torthorwald, the laird of John- 
ftone, and other loyal barons> at the head 6f 
their vaflals, his army was defeated, Archibald 
earl of Moray, one of his brothers, was killed, and 
Hugh earl of Ormond, another of his brothers, 
was taken, and foon after beheaded. The earl of 
Douglas, with his other brother John lord Balveny, 
efcaped with great difficulty back to England, 
where the earl foon after, Auguft 7, A.D. 1455, 
obtained a penfion of 500I. a-year, equivalent to 
5000I. of our money at prefent ". 

The parliament met again, Auguft 4, the day Pariia- 
to which it had been adjourned. In this feflion '"*°^* 
feveral good laws were made, and the attainders of 
the earl of Douglas, the countefs Beatrix his 

6s Black A^Sy f. 34- 

S7 Rym.FoBd. torn. ii. p. 367. Our hiflorians indeed fay, that 
the earl and his brother wandered in difguife into the highlands of 
Scotland^ and after fpiriting up the earl of Roft to rebelltoDy returned 
in the fame manner into England. But tbifi is Tery improbtblc in 
itftlf, and it iii ftill more improbable that the earl would have 
received fo noble a penfion in bis abfence^ when he wot a forlorou 
wanderer, and it was unknown whether- he was aliVf or dln|4« 

•' VolTIX. a a mother. 
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A-P.I455* mothcTj aod the J<Md Bakcjiy (omitti^ Ac wl 
^^'''"'^ of Moray^ who was then dead), were confirmed. 
It was further declared to be high trc^S^n to ffti 
any eiitpitainment or affiftance to any of t^3& 
pcrlbnS) or to any of their adherents'*. This 
parliament was again adjourned to the 13th of 
Oaober. 
Margaitt I^ Cannot be certainly known at this diftanoc of 
counter* of time, whether Margaret countcfs of Douglas 
m^td*to married her firft hufband's brother willingly or bf 
AthoT^ ^^ conftraint. But however that might be, when flie 
faw him ruined> and all his and her own great 
eftates confifcated, flie fbribok him, returned into 
Scotland) implored the king's compafllon, gnd 
declared, that (he had been compelled to her fccond 
marriage, which had given him fo much offbice. 
The king admitted the apology of this unfor- 
tunate lady, granted her the lordlhip of Balveny, 
and married her to the elded of his own uterine 
brothers, John Stewart earl of Athol *•• 
p^riia- The parliament met at Stirling, Oftpber 13, 

'"*"^' according to adjournmenc. In this feflion many 
wife regulations were made, for guarding die 
borders, for conveying the quickcft intelligence of 
an approaching enemy ^^ by kindling fires 00 certain 
eminences, and for convening the lieges with the 
grcateft expedition to defend their country ***. It 
foon appeared that thefe precautions were not un- 
neceflary. The nation, in a few months after, 
was inv<^ved both in a civil and fore^ war. 

s» BJaek Aan f. 45* 4^. » Pitfiwttif, p. 5^. 

«o SteBlMkAa«, f.i4. 
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DQW*|bj lord* of Ac Htes^ ir;fiercc ^n^bifaus ,^'^^gg: 
duefBun, .proirokeci »« diGaaicfairioniiof ttei^caB^ rcWWow ^ 
domiifil' RiMs ^(tfaac had fornaGzlyJ bdaikged ico Kisi and in* 
fiMnfljr)itOithe.ci;Owiif by att^of parlkbi^rit,.«6cciffla '^^''• 
uiio a dJBigcroQS . coittbfiadtix^' wtth'^tfaor EogiUIs 
and the 9aiil ioi^ Doui^ ^.ODdemgf^p^tciaiki^ 
rebeflion im tke /Katfa> vehile they AQvaded the 
kingdbm ori d^ ibuth* In coiife<)uence of thi^ 
concert, ali"#thyi compdfed^ df Scots iicLEiig-^ 
lilh, comrnanded by the* cSarlte of 'Doiigiis('«WP 
Northumberland, paflcd'the eaft niarchcA^m rii^ 
fpring of this year, ind began to pliinfler tee* 
country dsufii^l. But George Douglas, tisol of 
Angus, vtha w^ then confidtered as the cKief of 
diat iUuftriouj name, aflktiked dnd ^eate<f 'theftr 
jflundfcrers^ and obliged them to repafs thc^border* 
widi confiocra-ble Icffi. In the mean timi', the* 
lord of the Ifles had burnt the tcwh of rAVerncfs,* 
and dcftroyed a great extent of country Vhh fif 6^ 
and fWdrd ; btit hearing of^ the d6&n (^c Ms con- ^ 

fijdcrttes, and beginning to dread tHc confetjiiencie* 
of his rebdSion, he fent aimeflferiger to ihe king, 
promifing fiibmiflSon and trnploring pardon. The' 
king returned this anlweri—That when he had laid 
down* his arms, itpaired the damage he had done,* 
and given fome fignal proof of the fincerity of 
his fubmfflion, he might hope for pardon. Truft- 
ing to this imfwer and the interceffion of his 
kdy, "^who was riien at court, he difbanded hi^ 
amny, and rmred into the Ifles, by which the tran- 
quillity of the country was once more rcftored **. 

^< Bl»clc Afliy f. 34, 35* Buchan* I. it. p. 215. Abercrombyy 
^ \: P«s65» Sec. PiKfcottie, p. 57, 58. 
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King James^ juftly oHended a£ tke fuf^Mt and 
afliftance that had been given to his • rebdfioiis> 
fubjeft smd mo& inveterate enemy, the tad cf 
Douglas, by the court 6f Ei^knd, in the time <a£ 
a tratt>. mote an ezpofbaktory letter to that court 
on th^ fnhjefl:, ami ient it by Ijyon king at amis. 
To tbiii letfier a very palHonate, J>r radier fcur- 
lilpys. anfwer vws returned^ Jwly 26, in die name 
of king Heniy, but moft probably by his hai%;hty 
^uoen and iniprudent milkers, widiout hk know- 
ledge^ sf. a time when thqr yainly imagined they 
had gotr^he better of ail their enemies. This 
curbus anfwer was dirtdted— To the illuAuous 
prii|£!e James, who behaves as if he was king of 
$cptlaad4 accuies him pf pride, vanity, calumny> 
cowardice, fraud, peijury, rebellion, and many 
other crimes, and threatens to chaftile him for his 
impudence and prefumption^*: a threat that was 
never exjccuted. 

Fariia. . J ames, difiicgarding thcfe impotent threats. Called 
a parliament, to meet at Edinburgh Odober i9> 
A.D. 145^^^ I^ this>:p;u-liament maniy excellent 
laws were made, — ^for th? defence of the kingdom, 
by arming the people^ providing artillery, &cj 
--*for preventing the fpreading of. the peftilence 
that then raged; — for ^ rcguhrion of the coin,-— 
the adminiftration of juftice, — and the encourage- 
ment of trade ^^. It is impoflible to peruie thefe 
laws without ; entertfuning a good <^inion of the 
wifdom and patriotifm of thofe who made them. 

^^ Rym. F«d. toro. ii. p. 3S3, 
^ Black Ads, f* 3S, 39. 
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C».i.f2. OfViL* ANXr WrUTAHY; ' ' jlT^ 

The Enf^ih.;mimftry,-':wJlP bad latdy treaM ;^-°' Hgy > 
king James with fb much -contempty |beii$.A0w ^^ 
involved in great perplexity, an4 hardly r able to 
defend th^ir coun^ froax*he:i?cencb> by,whc»n.i)Cj 
was this year twice invaded, gladly 'a^i^. tq % 
truce with Scotland for two ycars^ wh^ch wa$^ con- 
cluded at Coventry June iij A. D. 1457 *♦• 

King James, who feeim to have been fond a£ Par]i«, 
|iarliament5, called on^e 10 . meet at Edinburgh ^^ 
March 6, A. D. i457.> in .-which no. fewer .than! 
thirty-feven public aAst were .made, on a |;reat 
variety of fiibjefts, aqd all ^f them well cakidated- 
to promote the fafety and prolperity of the kingw 
dom*, In die laft of thefc ads, the three eftates ^ 
exprels their joy, ** that GQ,dj of his grace,^ hes &nd 
« our foverane lord iic progccflia and .pi;9%enty^ 
f« that all his rebejUis andj^^rek^ris of his ^uftice ar 
^ removit out of hi^ realtpe, and na maifterfiiU 
«« party reoiahand, that i^^y caijfe ony brekin^in 
'^ his reakne. His three ^ftai^ maift .l^n^ly 
<^ exhortis and requyris bisrhienes to b^indyqit^ 
« with fiJc diUigM^e, -to^t^^ qf,<hiyjfta- 

^^ tutis, d&^ and decretis^^vq written, tbfit Godi 
^^ may be empleiit of hinp,^p|iid all his llegis^. ipt^ 
« ritual and temporal *'." . . >: . 

So good a coriefpondenc?* wa^ now rejteriwi be*. Tmcepio* 
tween ki% James and Heofy VI* that by, an in- long«^ 
tercourfe of letters, wiihrntany meeting pf ,{^t- 
potentiaries/lbi^r yefw i^p^]Bfld^, Peceiriber j>, 
A. D. i457> ^^ ^^ ^^"^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ condud^ 

*4 Rjrm. FoejL ton^* n. p. %$f^is^ 
*5 Black Ails,* ir. 4J-4<f . 
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HisTX>iiy or srcoTLAMtf^ boaw. 

* Gov^Htry a IfeW 'mdnths befprc- ^'^^The itafens 
iffigtMid by James' fer feis treeing* rt^ this paro- 
tehgai^n of t^ mice were, his loviei of ]|bctoii; ike 
diOft iif^the kfng^6£rigldiid, and the exborcodons 
dfdte'pQpp^. ^- ', J* -■ • ■ : ' . 

A.D. i45«» "^SgoSaRd chjdycd a pfoBimd peace during thcfr 
A.D?i459. two years; a thing not^ ir&y comtntin in thofe 
Truo^ '< ' tMrihflielirmA teftle6uinfi!». *In ord^ to: the con- 
p?oio^d. taiHiaik* of that peace, chepfcn^tcftuarics of bod|- 
kifi^ met. at New»ftkv and on.^cp«c[id)er 12, 
A. I^ J4f9i tadded -fi^nor years to the xiace trace, 
^bbkhrpbalohged it -to July 6/ that w^ t6l>e A* D« 

A.D.1460. Tft^ iiontcft f)et^cn^ the houfes of York and 

l£'r^ lincaRcr^ had now trelJorti'i^ Very ^violent, and 

Wied* feWh*ed^!6^'aJpproac^^ The York- 

lib. it' fc fiW,' Tent arnbalTadors^^to' folicit die 

ilRftan^e^ of the king of Scotkijd, proittifing the 

fcfS&iion of the towns and lands claimed by 

ihSie^^king*'.' We Tcnow with certainty, that 

Htrti^'^Vi/'gi^d^^'a fafelcohatfift 'June a; 

A. !>i^4^4^,' to tfi(il«m^s^^6f 8ha§#ad Abcrl 

^ri/ffi^ afcbots of 'ftiflf rt>Whbirfer. I«dfs, and ' 

• jymnS^f^ittfint^^ anid 

Montgomery, Mr. John Arirqwe^;"^nd Mr. Ni- 

' cholas;'^tcrboiirri<S*'^*'c«^ to 

treat wiBi* him abouiClR;^ better tAferratftnof the 

late thici?^. - Somc^^fdftferians '4ffirnt, that James 

wis * ifife^ated by HeHrj^ VL to lincfertake the 

*^ Rym. Fad. torn. ii. p. 407. *7 Id. ibid. p.4A6*-436« 

« Buchan. 1. -A. p.^t4. * iSffc<>ttie,p. 59, Sc. 
/ «9 Rym. Feed. torn. 11. f>%sy 

I ^^^^' Ccge 
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Ch.t.f 2. eiVlL AND MILITARY. 

Hcge of Roxbui^h, bcdaiife it was held by York- 
Ifts^. However that may be, it is unqufeftion- 
a*le ditt James raifed an army, with which he 
invefted Roxburgh, abont the bcginnmg of July 
d«s year;' but at whofc inf^igation he did this, or 
how he recoiicUed his* doing rt with the truce that 
then fiiWaWd between die two kingdoms, I have 
not been able to difcover. He foon took and de-f 
flroyed the town, bat the caftle was deibnded with 
great briery* The^ earl of Huntley, with bis 
ibllowcips, arriving in the camp, the king can^ 
Au&ed him tcr the trenches, to be prefem at a dif- 
charge of the artillery againft the fort, Auguft 3, 
Ai» D. 1460 ; but, unfortimitely, one of tlw guns 
bij»rft> kiUcd the king. 09 the i^t, 40d.*ounde4 
tHc earl of Angus, without hurtiflg. .any, oth<ar 
perlbn^*. , t :. -. 

. Thus feSi Jame» 11, in the 14th year of his "^^*'*- 
reign, afid^the3odi of lus agQ. In his pecfim he 
was ftrong'diad adive, exfrdliqg in all manl^rtaod 
^narti^ eai|roiij^« He hada lar^ red^ f^nn one 
&kt of fiis &oe, and on that account wasJcaltcd by 
jhr, common :peopie James ^Ub tberfi^ry fa^f^ 
alt dqnxment wa« iMpcbmionly -MTabfeivnd 
courtaRiSr>^&ick. endeared h$m to perfoosxif all 
ranks*. In his early youth, hk^ temper wi»/wara) 
^d paffiooaoei but as be advanced inrlife^ he 
became cool, cautu)US,.kts3;xonfiderate, coiiduAing 
all his aSairsL with piijdence. In n word, James II, 

W^ a br»vc;^, wifct anq virtuous, but a very un^ 

7» Abeixromby, vol. «. Echtrd, p. 511. 

71 Buci^an. I, x|. p. 1|7« H^wthornden^ p^ 36. 

A a 4 fortunate 
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360 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. lookV. 

A.D. 1460, fortunate prince, hayii^ bcai harafied from bis 
^~^ infancy by the rebellions of his turbulent chief- 
tains, and the invafions of his too powerful neig^* 
boursf and when he had furmounted his diffi* 
cultiesj was happy in the love of his (Libje&s, and 
had the prolpeft of a prosperous reig^^ he was cut 
off in:a monient> ia the prime and flower^ of his 

^- ... 

His iiTuc. , James II. left by Jus queen Mary of Guciders, 
three fans and two'daughters, viz. James, who 
fucceeded him on the throne, Alexaadcf^dukeof 
Albany, John earl oi Marr, the lady Mary^ and 
the lady Cecilia. 

Rttxiraiigii The nobles and others, who were fytefiait at the 
king's dc^, concealed it for ibme time frmn the 
army i aad die queen (a princefs of a bold cou« 
ragcous fpirit), who had lately arrived in the camp, 
was ib hr from difcour^ing them t^ her lament- 
adona, that (he excited them by her jexhortttions 
to pflvfesere in the fiege with redod^kd ardour. 
Aninuttd by die ^^eeches and exampfe oi the 
queen,, they afTauhcd the caftk with ib much 
vi^ur that the!> garrifim capitulated^ and tint 
6)rtte&, nrhich bad •bwn fo long a n rc tr ^*^ ^ ^ 
theh^'cnemiesy was difitwided ^\ Emrour^ed by 
tlov fucceis, they inviEi4^ ^ng^l^UKi, plundered the 
country, and took and dcmdliiiied fevnalcaftk^ 
Tpardcidarly thatof Wedc!?. 

'' 7» Boet. p. 381. Buchan. I,' |i. p. a 17. Ktfcottje, p. 65, 
Aberctomby, vol, %. p^ 1%%. * 71 Bv^hia. 1. 11. ^ tili 
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5 E C T I O N* III. 

From the death of "James II. A. P.. 1460, to the 
, death of James III. A. D. 1488. 

ilf AMfl£S III. was about fa years and feven ^.0.14^0. 
^ months old at his acccffion ; and being brought t^„ m^ 
ta the camp before Roxburgh, a few days ^cr 
his fadier's death, he received the homage of his 
barons at the neighbouring monaft^ry of Kelfo, 
where, as it is faid by fome hiilorians, he was alio 
prowned*. . t 

- About the;b€j^ning of this. year a parliament A.D.1461. 
nuet dX. Edinburgh, in order to-, ^ttk the adpji- «^ncj*^ 
^libation during 4:be king's H^^ority. One party 
pf (be, nobles widitgl to raiie the <iueen-dowager tQ 
the regency, in. hc^jes of :goycEping in her name; 
w}ii}i^ AiV^ther party ofq>ofed-her elevation, in Jiopes 
of tfieir own advancement. At length, after very 
wanti debates^, which had almoft proceeded to , 

blows, the matter was compromifed in this man- 
na- : the cuftody of the king's perfon, and of his 
brothers and fifters, was committed to the queen, 
their mother j and a council of regency was efta- 
blifhed, compofcd of noblemen of both parries. 
In this council, Andrew lord Evandale, the chan* 
cellor, and James Kennedy, bilhop of St. An- 
drew's, both nearly related to the royal family, 
had the greateft influence for fome years, which 



I Buciian. !# it. p. iiS, Hawthomden, p. 39. 
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36> HISTORV 0:f SCOTtAN©. BookV. 

A. D. 1461. contributed very much to the peacfc and good 

government ^f the fcingdon>-*. - - 

Tranf After fcvcral fudden and . furprifing turns of 

Henry VI. fortune, thc coritcfl between tlic houfei of York 

^^J^^' and Lancafter fcemed to be finally determined by 

tlie bloody batde of Towton, March 29, A? t). 

1461, iri which the Lanclftf^ans were defeated 

with great flaughter."- Herrff VI. with his queen 

and only Ton Edward prince of ;Wales, Bcd^r 

ifhelrer to the court of Scotlaridj* where they wcri 

kindly received . ind hofpifably entertained. Tt> 

fcngage thc Scots -to^cfixjufe hh taufe with greatef 

warmth, king Henry furrendered to them chi 

to^n and iaftlJ . of Berwick, April 15, and the 

. . yo^^ king of Scots vifitfd his new 4nd impottftAl 

icqiSfition, Johe f5*, SfiH ftwther to Urengthe* 

thd^ilnionb*twMhthctwo roydfaniiliesi llfc-t*«i 

queens concerted a rtiafriage ISfetWdfeh fte |>rfhcefi 

Ivfary of Scotland amJ Edwafd prmct of Wales, 

Vhich never took effeftv^ ' ,. , . . 

Hcprti. fidward IV. who had now taken poflfeflioh of 

***"**** the throne 6f England, obferviAg that the' Scots 
Entertained and favburcd' his rival^ df ternnfinecf to 
raife them up' enemies at honfte^ to prevent theq- 
givmg Henry any ^flfeftual afliftahpc. Wnh this 
view he gamed the eijriled eari of Bouglas to hiE 
party, and appointed* him; June-^sf;^ A* D. 1461, 

•- Tbt racordt of ptrlis^n^^ In tbe firt ibs. jcars jof James III. •re 
Ipflj ^which obliges me to take my Ipformatibq *frbm iucb biflorlacs 
%s tre raoft mortStf of credit. Bueliimi^ fffi.^^. p. ^79, Jbc. 
Hawthornden» p. 39. Abercromby^ vol. %, p. 3$^, ^9-5. 

» Cirte^tol.ft. p. 7^t« ttpw^-^.^i^^ •* * - - 

his 
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Gli.t-»5. €lVIt AND iMLITARlr. j^j 

his pkn'^wwotHuy, to n^odAc^ an alliance fee- A.D.i4ii?i 
nvecn him ^« and bis moft djtdt coulin^ John lord ^ '^^ 
** of the Iflcs and carl of Ro&/* and his beloved 
'^ andfaithfol fncnd Donald BiUagh ♦." The de- 
fign of this negotiation was> to excite thefe turbu« 
knt chieftains to rebeHion ; and yet, tit a ' few 
^eeks after (Auguft a), he appointed Richard 
Hki of Warwick his ambaffador, to treat widithe 
rtSnifters of his moft dear troufin, Jahies king of 
Siiitland, about a truce*: a Itrfficient evidence^ 
thai though Edward was but a y6ung" prihcei*he 
iHis already an axtftil politicfah. ^ Both thde ric* 
gdtiadons were ifarriedori during* the remaundef 
^this year,' ^ ' \ ' , ! 

* '^he' negotiation with the lord of the Ifl« -^^ a,d.i46»* 
moft fuccelsfuli and ferminated Jn a very cui;ititi? Tr«ty. 
treaty, " between the moft high .and m%ht^ 
** prince Edward IV, king of England and France, 
•* and lord of Ireland; and the fuH honourably 
^ lord John de Ifle, earl of JRofs, and lord of the 
" the Out Ifles/* By the firft article of this 
treaty (which was concluded at London, Febru- 
ary 13, A. D. 1462), John lord of the Iflcs and 
earl of Roft, Dottald Ballagh, and John de Ifle, 
fori and heir of the faid Donald, with their fubjeds 
Utid people, engaged to become the fubjefts and 
li^e men of the king of England, his heirs and 
fucccflfors. a. They engaged to be ready ^A 
Whitfunday to^affift the king of England, with all 
their power,' in^ hts wars in Scotland, or againft 
the Scots in Ireland. 3. Edward engaged u> pay 

4 Rjnn. Foed* to^« ix* p« 474. * s Id. ibid* p. 475* 

- ' to 
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KV.t^z. to the earl.^Roft a.fiihWy pf lOO ixvHcs in rime 
of pcacj, ajKi ^ocK- ia time 9/ .warr^to Donaki>- 
20L in time<^ R^^i f^4 i^K ^^ time of war i 
ta John the fon ofrjpogald^ iqI. ins qmc erf peace, 
and 29!. in fime of ^r^ aU fte?}ittg:™Qi>cy» during 
thqr re^ftive Irvej. . j^. It was ^eed^ that when 
the kii|g of Engliuid, with the ^gUlanc^ of th^ 
aUifSt smd of James^afl of. Dpug^> had fubdued 
the kiggdonfi of Scotljind, or the grcaic^ft part of 
it, he fhpuld ffMt .all the coimti;^s |>eyotKl t^ 
Forth to the ^^\s - of Rofs a^ jDouglas and 
PonaM Ballaghj to be equally divided amoog 
i^eai>..and held of the crown 0/ E^andj aDd 
that the earl of Douglas ihould be refbred to^aO, 
|iis^ eftates ro the ibuth of Forth* 5. Edward 
engaged, that; if he made any peace or truce witU 
^c king of Scotland, his allies Ihould be ..compre- 
hended in it *. As a reward to the earl of Douglas 
for bringing about this alliance, and other fcrvices, 
Jidward granted him a penfion of 500L fterling 
*^-yev/or life, February 18, A. D. 1462 ^ 

jubeliion. J^ confcqucnce of this treaty, the earl of Rofe 
and his confederates broke out mto open rebellion^ 
li;Mprifcd the caftle of Invernefs^ and, advancing 
into the country, approached the caftle of Blair b 
Ati^pl- The carl of Athol, not daring to truftto 
the ftrength of his caftle, took Ihelter, with his 
cpuntefs^ friendsj, and moft Valuable efFefts, in a 
neighbouriijig chprch, dedicated jLq^ St. Bridget^ 
which wa$ believed to be an fnviplablc fandtuary. 
But jdie ferocious, enemy, payi5g,ft9 regard to the 

* Rjfm. Fgcd, tpiji* 11. p. ^^^^%7n ,7 W. ibid. p. ^%j. 
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fmetity of the place, feized the earl and count^fs, ^.t)- i46«r 
and the goods in the church, and then fet- it on 
fire. The. fcafon being now far advanced, the 
iflanders, accordmg to their cuftom, i>ccame im- 
patient to fecure their booty-i and, embarking widi 
their prifoners and plunder, fct foil for their iflands^ 
But they were overtaken, on their paflage, by a 
violent ftorm, by which many of tlieir vcflels were 
wrecked, and the reft dilperfed. In this confu- 
fion, the earl and countefs of Athol Were either fct 
at liberty, or made their efcape '• 

When Henry VI. and his queen arrived in a.d. ^^v 
Scotland after the battle of Towton, they labour- incurfion 
cd to engajge the moft powerful of the nobility ia 1"[^. "^" 
their mtercft, by promifes of great rewards on their 
reftoration. To George earl of Angus Henry 
granted an eftate between the Trent and Humber, 
worth aoGO marks a-year, to be eredled into a 
duchy, with many uncommon privileges ^. Though 
the earl of Angus never obtained, he endeavoured 
to merit, this reward. A body of French troops, 
brought over by queen Margaret, was befieged ia 
Alnwick caftle, and in great danger of being killecl 
or taken prifoners. The earl of Angus raifed his 
followers, mounted them, and, with a competent 
number of Iparc horfes to nntount the garrifon, at- 
tempted their relief. This attempt was cpndudlcd 
with fo much fpirit and dexterity, that the earl 
brought off the French in the face of a fuperior 

' This ti-anfajlion Is fo differently related by our hiftorianSy that 
I ^^ tbe ^0T« account of it only as the mofl piiobable. See Bu- 
chiD. lib. 12. p» 215. Abercromby, yol, 2. p. 397. Hawthorn- 
dcDj p. 39. 9 Codfcroft, p. ai$. 
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A.D.1463. artny, widKwt being ddicr mteirtqjted or por- 

A^.,464. The battle of Hexham, fought May 15, A. D. 

truce. i464> having qoitc ruined the Lancaftrians, die 
regency of Scotknd became carneft to make a 
peace or long truce with Edward IV, who feem- 
cd now to be firmly fixed on the dirone of 
England. A truce for fifteen years was accord- 
ingly concluded at York, June i, to commence 
on the laft day of Oftober in the fame year, 
when a (hort truce which then fubfifted would have 
ended ". 

Puke of An event happened about the time that this truce 
utoTand ^^ made, which threatcfted its immediate diflb- 
fdcaica. lution. The Scottilh regents having rcfolvcd to 
fend Alexander duke of Albany, the eldeft of the 
king's two brothers, into France for his education, 
obtained a fafe-conduft for him, and aoo perfons 
in his company, April 20, A. D. 1464, for one 
year, from Edward IV. in all his dominionSj bodx 
by fea and land **. But the young prince and his 
attendants were made prifoners on their paflage, 
by feme Englifh (hips. Thefe Englifh mariners 
probably imagined, that this would be as agree- 
able to Edward as the capture of the piince of 
Scodand had been to Henry IV. But in this dicy 
were mrftaken. The prince with his fuit were 
inftantly fet at liberty, and a proper apology made 
for what had happened. 

i« Godfcroft, p. 2x6. " Kym. Feed. torn. 11. p. 515. 

>* Id.-cbid. p. 520. 
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A jceffanon of hdOtilkies, and {iCpftflaWp) a cor- ^ ^' '♦^ 
dial fricixdihip, wtrc at this time, very necdHf^ to Negot«- 
both the Briti/h nations; to the Scots, in. the ^**"* 
minority of tijeir. king j . t;o the Englifli, in the 
diftraftcd ftate of their country after the civil wars< 
Edward IV. feems to have done every thing in his 
power ;q fecure peace on that fide, and to gain 
the good will of his nearcft neighbours* A few 
d^ys ^ter the late truce wa^ made» he appointed 
comniiflioners to guard againft the violation of it ". 
lie granted a cptxunUfion^ Odbober 9^ A. D. 1464, 
to John earl of Northunnberland, Ralph lord Gray-^ 
ftock, and four others, to meet with commi£^ 
fioners of the king of Scotland, November 6, to 
•confider of tjie itioft eflfe&ual meaas of increafmg 
and perpetuating the peace that then fubfiftcd be- 
tween jhe two kingdoms '*. , 

The regency of Scotland difcovered bo aver- Lonj 
lion to the pacific propolals df the king of Eng- ^'^^* 
land^ It iee^$ probable, that iit the above meet- 
ing in November A. D. 1464, the jrfphipotentiarie)! 
had agreed, that — the marriage of the young king 
of Scots with ^n. Englifli princefs^-interniarriaged 
between the noble families of the two kingdoms^^ 
and a definitive treaty of pe^ic^ inftcod of a truce* 
would be the moft effedlual means of perpetuating 
peace. For Edward gave a cornmifllon to Jphn 
Ncvile earl of Northymberland, and eight others, ■ 
July 20, A. D* 1465, to meet with commiflioner? , 

to bp appointed by the king of Scots, and treat on 

«J Rym'.Fflcd. tgm.. 11. p. 5*^7. »4 Id. ibid. p. 53 j. 
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^"''^s> thde three fubjcfts •'• Acconiin^y the king of 
Sco^d gave a commiflioo^ at his caftle of Down 
in Monteith, November 28, to the biIhop& of 
Glafgow and Aberdeen, David earl of Crawferdj 
Colin carl of Argyle^ the abbot of Holyroodhoufc, 
James lord Livingfton, James Lindfay provoft of 
Lincluden, and fir Alexander Boyde of Duncow, 
to meet with the Englifti commiffioncrs at New- 
caftle, on the ufth of December ■*. We hear of 
no marriages that were agreed upon^at this meet- 
ing i nor could the commiflioners fettle the terms 
of a definitive treaty of peace 5 but they added 
forty years to the truce that then fuWiftec^ which 
prolonged it to A. D. 1519; amuch longer period 
than there was any probability that it would be' 
obferved ". 
A.D.14W. James Kennedy, bifliop of St, Andrew's, died, 
bi^op May 10, A. D. 1466 ^ and his deadi was a great 
Keniwiy. calamity to his country "*• His royal defcent, his 
facred flinfUon, his great wifdom, and many 
virtuesj had procured him great influence in aU 
aflTairs ; and that influence he conflantly employed 
for the good of the king and kingdom. He had 
taken much pains with the education of the young 
king, who at diis time was efteemed s prince ^ 
great hopes *•. 
Kifigtf. The good bilhop had not been diree montlis in 
lIoUaI'" his grave, when the ftate both of the court and 
gow. country was unhappily changed. This was owing 

>^ Rxm. Feed, torn. tt. p. 54S. '^ Id. ibid. p. 549. 

>7 Id. ibid. p. 557. <f AbercTQfiibjr, vol. »• p« 393. 

19 Buchan. lib. is. p. 215. 
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t0 die tiribourtded ambirion of the fetnily 6t die' A. t). 1466^ ' 
Boyded ; who rofc to tte Wgheft pitch of grandeuf 
with aftOnifliiirtg rapidity, and with no lefs rapidiqr 
ftjnk into the deepeft diftrefs. Robert lord Boyde 6f 
Kihnamock, the head of that family, >v^ at thi$ time' 
hi^ jtrftidary, and a member of the coiinciil of re- 
gency ; and being a nobleman of an opulent fortune 
ind great abilities, he had many friends. His brother, 
(ir Alexander Boyde of Duncow, was a moft accom* 
plifhed gendeman, and had been apppinted to in- 
ftru£t the young king in riding, tilting, and the 
other martial exercifes of the times j which gave 
him great opportunities of gaining the favour of 
his royal pupil. While bilhop Kennedy lived, both 
diefe brothers behaved with great propriety ; but 
as fbon as that prelate died, knowing the intereft 
they had in the affeftions of their prince, they 
formed a plot to get the entire poffeflion of hi^ 
peribn, in order to. ingrofs to themfelVes, and dif- 
penfe to their frieridsj^ the honours and emoluments 
of the ftate. This plot was artfully contrived and 
boldly executed. Sir Alexander Boyde irifpired 
the king with difguft at the ftriftnefs of the lordf 
Kennedy, who fuperintended, and of the other 
gentlemen who condufted, his education ; and per- 
fuaded him>that, being in his 13th year, heflioulcf 
^ume the reins.of government, and command thofe 
whom he now obeyed. Finding that this projcft* 
was highly pleafing to the youthful monarch, he 
propoied to take him out of the hands .of his pre- 
ceptors on a certain day, and conduct him to Edin- 
burgh, where he Ihould take upon hint dife go- 
' VolI IX. B b vcrnmcnt; 



Digitized by 



Google 



ij0 HISTORY OF SCOTLANOk loofc V« 

^P^'j^; vcmment;. to which the king agreed. In conie* 
^' quence of this concert;» fir Alexander Boyde, indi 
a &w fi-iendsy came to the exchequer in linlidi- 
gow early in the mornings July lo, and carried 
out the king, to ^ve him^ as they pretendedj die 
diverfion of hunting. When they arrived on the 
fieldj they were received by the lords Boyde, So- 
merville, and other chiefcains, at th^ head of a 
body of men well armed and mounted, who ftruck 
into the road to Edinburgh., The lord Kennedy, 
being foon informed of what had happened, follow- 
ed with fo much hafte, that he came up with them 
only a few miles on their way -, and, laying his hand 
on the bridle of the king's horfe, earndUy intreated 
him to return. But fir Alexander Boyde, pre- 
tending to refcnr the infult, as he called it, oflfered 
,co the king, gave lord Kennedy much injurious 
language, and at laft ftruck him a blow with his 
hunting-ftafFj which obliged him to defift fix)m 
the ftruggle, and return to Linlithgow, vowing re- 
venge for the mjuries he had received **• 

Jarlia. Though the Boydes were now in poflcflion both 

of the heart and perfon of their prince, they were 
far from being eafy in their minds. Knowing that 
what they had done in carrying off the king Crom 
the place appointed for his refidence, had lately 
been declared high treafon by an aft of parliament, 
they were apprehenfive that they might one day be 
called to a fevere account for that aftion *'• To 

*o Buchan. 1. ii.p. tis.iz^. Pcrrcrii Append. I£ft. Scot.f. jS;. 
Hawthornden» p. 4». Abercroiabji Tol. a. p. 394.. Crawfonft 
Ofiiceri of State* Append, p. 4.73. ** Bkck ABh f- 3^* 

prevent 
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prevent tfcls; they called a parliament in tficldng^s A>i>.f46#> 
luune^ tcy-nieet at Edinburgh, October 8,. and on 
the rjth ofithat month/ the lord Boyde fell on his 
knees before the king, feated on his throne^ in full 
parliament, iaild Jntreated him to Jeclare.if he en- 
tertained any refentment or difpleafure againft him 
and his friends, for condufting him from Linlith^ 
gow to Edihburgh. The king anfwered^ as he 
had been inftruAed, ** That- he cntcrtainecj no dif- 
*^ pleafure againft the lord Boyde and his fricndi 
*« for that a6tion> which diey had performed At 
** his own command, and for which they ne^^r 
«« Ihould be called in queftion." The lord BoydC 
then requefted, that the king's gragious declarsr 
tion /houljd be. inferted in. the rcgifters of parlijfi- 
ftient, and a copy of it delivered to him under the 
great feal ; and both thefc requefts. wet-e grants 
ed**. Certain: Iprdsf were inyefted by this par- 
liament with , parliamentary powers to Gontinue 
;:ill the next fefTioni which was appointed to begin 
January 31, A. D, 1467 *f.. Thefe lords .w:efe 
particularly dire<3;cd to cprjimune about proper 
matches for theking^ the princefs Mary, his elddt 
fiftfrj and his, two brothers $ and to fettle jJl dis- 
putes with the king of" Denm^k about thc.annual 
of Norway^ which was an annuity of one hundred * 
marks demanded by that, king, in confequence of 
a treaty between Alexander III. and Magnus' I Yj 
king of Norway, when that prince ceded the weftern 

*» Crawford's Officers of Statfc, Append, p. 4.72. 
njJlAck Aa$, f. 4<J- , . . 
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A;p>^66. ifica to Scodandt A.0; ia<6**. As ttospufia* 
ment vas entirely umter the influence of the Bofydes» 
this meafure wis di&ated by them, fbr purpafes 
that fbon' appeared. 
A. D. 1467. y^. lord Boyde was^ now poflelfed of all di( 
Eirmion p^^^j, of the crown, he determined to ennploy it 
Boydcf, 10 the aggrandifemcnt of his fiunily. He was al- 
ready hi^ jufticiary^^ l^vernor c^ dio king and 
BDgd6mr ^uui he now pnocnred the great c^ce of 
lordi chamberlain for life, by a commiflion under 
the^ great fc;^l, Auguft 25, A. D. 1467^. T6 
crown the whole, he obtained die confent of the 
kin^> and of die committee of parliament to the 
marriage of the princefs Mary widi his cldeft fon 
fir Thpmas Boyde^ ^o was created earl of Arran^ 
and got grtots of feveral valuable eftates wkh bis 
royal bride **• Thus the Boydes were raifed at 
high as Aibje6h could be railed, and dieir gr^i- 
deur feemed to be built on the mod £^d fbunda- 
tiott. They enjoyed the favour of their Ibvcreigu 
fn-the higheft degree, • and were as intimately con-t 
nefted with the royal &mily as it was poflible — 
ihey had great eftates aad maiiy friends, and filed 
the higheft offices in the kingdom *^. But all this 
could not preferve them from a fudden and mdt 
de|dorable reverie of fortune, which they do not 
feem to have tnerited by any very remark^le abuft 
of their profperity. 

U Black Aat, f. 46. Tor&i Hift. Orcadi p. 171. 
•f Crawford't Officers of State, p. 3x5. »6 Jd. ibid. 

*7 See lord Boyde^s coramiffion of governor of the kingdom, and 
Ihc^kbgt and hit two brothcn. Appendix, N« i. 
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, The king being now in' his iifieenth year, die A.D>i4ei> 
Boydes, who had the direfkion of all affsdrs, very xbc k'm^ 
wifdy refolvcd to provide a proper cx)nibr€ for him, coptraftcd* 
and fixed their thoiights on Margaret, only daughter 
of Chriftiern L king of Sweden, Denmark, and 
Norway, a princcfs £miou$ for her beauty and 
amiable di^K>fidans. By this nriarriage they hoped 
to temoihate. the difpute ;ibout the annual of Nor- 
. way, which had of late becoitic very fcrious, and 
to procure the fovereignty of the Orkney and . 
Shetland ifkSy "as well at u- cdniklerable - fum of 
money: Aftdrew lord Erandale, chancellor and 
coufin to the king^ and Thomas Boyde earl of 
Arran, hts bfother-in-law, were appointed am- 
balSadors to negotisfte dils charriage; and dfeir 
commiiTion paffed the great ibal at Edinburgh, 
July 28, A. D. 1468 *•. Thefe ambafTadors fuc- 
ceeded in their negotiauon; and the contraft of 
marriage between king James and the princds Mai*- 
garet was ieakd at Copenhagen, September 8, of 
die fame year *•. By that contradt, king Chriftiem 
reflgned, for himfelf and his luccefibrs, all claim 
to the annual of Norway, and all arrears of that 
annual, and engaged to pay, as bis daughter's mar- 
riage-pordon, 60,000 florins of the Rhine;. Of 
thcife florins 10,000 were to be paid before his 
daughter left penmark; and for the remaining 
50,000 he mortgaged the Orkney iflands, which 
were to be retained by the king of Scotland, and 
his fucceflbrs, till that money was paid. The pa- 

^^ Toi'ffaei kift. Oread. p» 193* 194* *9 Id; ibid. p. 197. 
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AfD.HM- hcc of Linlidigow^ and the caflk of Dawn» widi 
^ " '- a third part of the revenues of the Grown, vcrc 
fpttlcd on the princefs as her dowry ^. As it was 
theught too late b the fcafon to condiuA the prin- 
cefs into Scotland, the ambaflTadorB ritiuroed to give 
an account of their negotiation. 
A. D. 1469 In the fpring A. D, 1469^ the earlof Arran 
Pallia. ,yas fent with a good fleet, and a fplondid tndn of 
^^"^* Iprcjs and ladies, to bring home the young quero. 
He arrived at Copenhagen about the be^nning of 
Nf^yr Chriftiern I* being then .at war with his 
Swediih fubjefts, found it inconvenient, to pay the 
10,000. florins, which wqre to be paid before his, 
daughter left Denniark. By ia new treaty with the 
ambafladqr, therefore. May ao, he paid immc-. 
diately 2000 flprin$, and nwngaged (he Shedand 
ifles for the remaining SooOj and tranfinittcd letters, 
dated May 28, to ^ his fubjeft? in Orkney and 
Shetland, acquainting theiKi with thefe tranfadions,. 
and conarpanding them to pay their tribyte tp, and 
ohjcy the king of Scotland and his fucceflbrsi till 
ijiefc iflands were redeemed by hini or his fuc- 
ceflbrs '*. 

peciine JC^Ag Jamcs and his royal bride being both very 

Boydw. young, the earl of Arran made no hafle to return 
home. This was a fatal error, and proved ruinous 
to himfelf and all his family ; for his Either lord 
Boyde, and his uncle fir Alexander, being both 
advanced in life, and much engaged in bufinefi^ 

P» Tgrffsl Hift. Oread, p. 197. H Id. ibid. p. iSS, 129. 

could 
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could not give fo conftant an attendance on the A'P-Hg9> 
kii^ as was neceifary to fecure his favour^ and fe- 
clude others from his company, who might do 
them ill offices. Their enemies, of which they 
had many, and particularly the noble family of the 
Kennedies, who being nearly related co the royal 
family, had free accefs to the king, neglefted no 
opportunity of mfpiring him with fufpicions, fcars^ 
and jealoufy of the Boydcs. They infinuated^ — 
that the lord Boyde, with his brother and fbn^ 
had abufed his goodncf^ and favour, by engroff- 
ing all the power and emoluments of the govern-- 
ment, to the exclufion of the other nobles, who 
were generally difcontented ; that they had dif- 
graced the royal family by the marriage of the 
princefs Mary to the ^arl of Arran^ they even 
hipted, that they had caft ambitious eyes upon thq 
crown, and diat the king and his brothers were not 
lafe while they were in the hands of that dangerous 
afpiring &mily. Thefe, and fuch infinuations, fre- 
quenUy repeated by perfons who ftudied to pleafe 
him, and appeared to be fb deeply concerned for 
his honour and fafety, made fo ftrong an impref- 
fion on the king's mind, that by degrees he was 
brought to fear and hate the Boydcs more violendy 
than he had ever loved them. When things had 
come to this crifis, and the king had entered 
warmly into the defign of ruining the Boydes, a 
parliament was called, to meet at Edinburgh, No- 
vember 20, A. D. 1469 5 and the lord Boyde, his 
brother lir Alexander, and his ion the earl of 
Arran (thwgh then in Denmark on the king's 
]S b 4 bufiaef$)| 
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A. D, 1469- buiiaefs), were fommo^iicd to Jippcar before k, ta 
^ '^ ^ anfwer to the accufations that were to be bfougjbt 

againft them *'. 
Ftii of thjB The lord Boydc was aftonifhed beyond mctfuro 
Boyde^. ^^ ^|^ gncxpeded change in the affcftions of his 
ibvercigm At firft he rcfolved to face the ftonn^ 
^nd to come to parliainent wijth (b great a retinuo 
fis Would overawe his enemies. But finding that h^ 
Jiad more powerful foes, and fewer friends than he 
had imagined, he difmifled his foUowers, and fled 
into England, where he died, A. P. 1470. Sir 
Alexander Boyde being fick, could not or would not 
fly. The parliament proceeded, November 22, to 
the trial of the lord Boyde, and his fon the earl of 
Arran, in their abfence. They were accufed of 
high treafon, for taking the king out of the exche- 
quer at Linlithgow, and bringing him to Edin- 
burgh againft his will, July 10, 1466, which, by 
aft of parliament (fay» the record), and by the 
canon and civil law, is declared to be trealbn. 
No perfon appearing in their defence, they were 
immediately found guilty, and all their eftates con- 
fifcated. Sir Alexander Boyde was brought to the 
bar the fame d^y^ and accufed of the lame crime j 
to which he pleaded not guilty. The jury, which 
jconfifted of the following lords and barons, David 
jBarJ of Crawford, James earl of Morton, William 
lord Abernethy, George lord Seatoii, George lord 
Gordon, Alexander lord Glamis, George Haly- - 
burtori:, Walter lord Lorn, Jphi> Difhington of 

1» Black Aftsj f. 51. Buchsm, p, z^p 228.. 
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ArdroSk, Archibald Dundas of Dundas, Jok» A.D.x46f. 
Stewart of Cnugie, William thane of Calder,. ^~^^ '^ 
Alexander Straton of Lauricfton, John Wardlaw of 
Ricarton, George Campbell of Loudon, having 
beard the evidence and pleadings for the crown> 
and the defence of the prifoner, retired a little to 
deliberate, and then returned with a verdift, find- 
ing the prifoner guilty. He was then condemned 
to be beheaded on the caftle hill of Edinburgh, 
the common place of execution, and his eftate 
eonfifcated. The parliament, November 27, an- 
nexed all the great eftates of the Boyde family to 
the grown **. Thus fell the Boydes, from a height 
Qf power and opulence to which few fubjeAs ia 
Scotland ever attained, by a ruin equally fudden 
and unexpeded. If they really carried off the 
king from Linlithgow by force, intentionally cor- 
rupted his manners, and abufed the facility of 
his youth, as was now alleged, their fate was not 
unmerited ; but if they were innocent of all this, 
as they affirmed, it fixes an indelible ftain on the 
memory of James III. or rather on thofe who 
poffeflcd his confidence, and took advantage of 
his youth and inexperience. 

Though the carl of Arran muft have heard in a,d. i47«. 
Denmark of thefe tranfadions, fo fatal to his fa- Earl of 
mily and fo threatening to himfelf, he determined fl^es to 
to execute the honourable commillion with which Denmark* 
he was invefted, probably entertaining hc^s, that 
the influence of the young and beautiful queen he 

1^ Trial of the Boydes, cxtraded from th( Records, p, 1S7. 

was 
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A.D. t4f<f.^ yg^ bringing home, joined to that of his own 
"'■^" affedionate confort, the king's fifter, would pro- 
cure his pardon, and bring him into &vour. He 
£uled from Copenhagen about the end of May 
A. D, 1470, and arrived in a few days in the friA 
cf Forth. As foon as the fleet was difcovered, 
the counteis of Arran made her eicape from Edin* 
burgh in difguife, and got on board her hu/band-s 
Ihip. But Ihe brought him no comf<Mt, but that 
of mingling her tears with his, and declaring her 
refolution to (hare in all his fortunes ; ^m* Ihe af- 
fured him, that the power and malice erf" his ene- 
mies were then fo gresit, that if he feO into their 
hands, he would certainly be put to death. On 
receiving this aflurance, the unfortunate eari went 
with his countefs on board a Danifh Ihip in hia 
fleet, and immediately returned to Denmark ". 

Tkeking'i After the flight of the earl of Arran, the fleet 

^^'^^^' procedeed up the Frith j the queen landed at 
Lcith, amidft the loud acclamations of a pro- 
digious multitude of people, and was married to 
the king, with uncommon feftivity and pomp, 
June 15, A. D. 1470, the royal bridegroom being 
in his feventeenth, and the blooming bride in her 
fixteenth year. Queen Margaret excelled all the 
princefles of that age (fays Ferrerius) in beauty 
and the elegance of her perfon, but ftiU more ia 
prudence, piety, modefty, and fweetnefs of tem- 
per ^\ Ten days after their marriage (June 25), 
i;h? king granted her the cafU© and lordlhip of 

)} Buchan. I. |^. p. izZ, Ferrerius in Apjpend. ad liift. 
Boeih. f. 3S8. 14 Id. ibid. f. 389, 

KilOW^ 
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Kilmarnock^ tapurchafe oqiaments lor her head, ^^^ wof 
4acl fojpc other parts of drefe ". w-v-^^ 

/ifhc adventures of the unfortunate earl of a. 0.1471, 
ASt^n ?fter his flight arc not certainly known, as j^ ^^ 
diferenH accoynts are given of them by different Hilton 
i^udiors'*. All we know with certainty is, that hi& the kii^^ 
conibrt ^e him a fon and a daughter, while Ihe ^^^ 
remained with him in exile ". The king her 
brotherj, or thofe ^bqut him, ufcd every pofliUp 
means to prevail yppn her to abandon her hufband 
and return home, \>Mt for a confiderablc time all 
^fe mf^ns wefe jnefFpftyal. At l^gth he di- a- 0.1473$ 
re^tfd or permitted her friencjs in Scotland to give a-Dw^h* 
^r hopes, that if Ihe poipplicd wifh the king's 
deiire, fhe would probably procure tl^e reftoration 
of her hufband to his e(^tes and hPi^o^rs. Iq* 
^upi^ced by thefe hopes^ ihe returned to Scptland, 
moft probably A, D. 147 3i But ihe foon found 
that all applications in favour of her hufband were 
pcrfcdHy vain and hopelels^ and ^at pther defigns 
were formed. A profccufion for ^ divorce from 
him was commenced (but whether wjth her coi>- 
fpi^t or not, or upon what grounds, we are not in-- 
^rmed) j and when we conGd^r hqw eafily divorces 
wer^ obtained 'ii\ t)u>ff time^ op a great variety 
of pretences, lye hay? region to feelieye that fhe 
was adlually divorced^ arid her marriage with the 
^1 of Arran di0blved. But however that might 
be^ ihe was piarried to James lord Han\ilton in 
June A, D, 14745 but whether her former 

^5 Reg^fter of th< ^rreat fcal, Reg^fter-oftcc, Edinbwrgh. 

\^ Iftiitr* f. 3^ft. Bucba^t p. ssf^ 1.7 Id, p. ssS. 
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hb(band was then dead or not, is uncemku- 
The king granted a charter of the lands of Kift-- 
rml>' and feveral bdier eftatts> to that kxd afid liis 
. wife Mary, the king's fiftcr, dataed July i2, A. D; 
1474^* As king James was ftiH young, it is uo^ 
certain what infiuence he had in^hde tranfadiods* 
A. D. 1475. Though the truce between the two Britifh na- 
?-^*** tlons at this time was not well obftrved, and it was: 
impoflible to reftrain the borderers frommutoaf 
depredations J yet as thofe who had the chief 
diteftton of affairs in both kingdoms were avcrfe 
to war> thefe depredations did not pitxiuce an 
open rupture. To prevent diis, frequent meet- 
ings of the cbmmiflSoners of both kings were hcH 
every year, for fcveral years, for nedrefling abufes^ 
and contriving regulations fw the better obfcnr- 
ation of the truce, of which a minute detail wouM 
afford little inftruftion and no * entertainment. 
Edward IV. after his reftoration, A. D. 1471, 
that he might be at leifure to fix himfidf firmly on 
the throne, and take vengeance on his capital 
enemy the kmg of France, laboured earnefUy to 
gain the friend(hip of the king, the nobles, and 
people of Scodand. With this view, he redreiKd 
all the injuries of which they complained with 
great alacrity, andTet on* foot a n^otiation for 
promoting intermarrij^;es between the great &mi- 
lies of the two kingdoms, and between the two- 
royal families^*. In confequence of thefe ne- 

J» Regiftfr of the great feal, James III. 

W Rym. ^f3td. torn. il» p, 716—719, 735, 740. 74f. 75^. 
77+* V7«» 7*6^7? >• 

gotiarions. 
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gptiatiQiiS) a conftiift of mWri^ was coiidaaed ^^•^5- 
9t Edinbur^ C>a(ot)er 26, A. D. 1474, betwfecfi 
James prince of Scotlmid and*^ princcf&.CeciUai 
king Edward's youngcft dai^ter,. though they wcnc 
|>oth in their ififency^. 

The lords rf ^ Ifles, eads of Rofs, had* a.d.hA 
often rebdkd/ and been often fubdued^ but had EarioF 
never been cordial ibbjcfts tx> the kings of St^t^ ft^k^* 
bad. We have already heard^of the treafonaia^ 
confederacy *in6cn which John lord of the Ifles and 
earl of Rofe entered with Edward IV. md how 
that confederacy was defeated, A. D. 1462*'. 
That chiefta^i hiving about this time raifed lomc 
frcflx difturbanocs^ and beai obliged to fubmit, he 
was forfaulted Havtmber 27, A* D. 1475, ^^ ^ 
parliiiment thttmet ac Edinburgh on the 20th of 
that month* fiiit.in the next parliament, that met 
at the fame place^ Jqly 4> A. D. 1476, the king, 
^ the earneft requ^^ of the queen, ^d in coofi- 
deradcm of his relation to the foyal fanoily, with 
the confent of the whc^e pariiaoient, July 25^ 
reftored him to bloody created him a lord of par^ 
liament, by: the tide o(iord>^ thi Ifiesy and granted 
him all, his ^eftates (which appear to have been 
very great), except the earldom of Rofs, the,)prd** 
Ihips of Kintyre and Knapdale, i^^i^h were,, by 
an aft of the fame parliament, annexed 4to.th^ 
crown**. 



40 Rym.Foed. torn. 11. p. %%^^%\^* ^ * * 
4» Sec p, 362, &c. 

4« Regift. KfegAt SfgUU, JacobI m. Qn^oxA'i Petege» 

p. 233. BUck Aft«» fol. 62, ••"♦ i 
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A.D.I477- in thccourfc of thfe year, an unhappy qtiarrd 
Death of bfokc out bctwcdi thc king and ¥m two brothcrsi 
t^cariof jhc duke of Albany and thc tarl of Mari which 
was produdive of the moft fital cohfcqilcnccs* 
James III. had a tafle for the fine arts, and ipMt 
ouch, of his tincic in phe company of thofe lAio 
excelled in thefe arts, who poflefled a much greater 
(hare of his favour and bounty dian dxey were in* 
titled to by dieir rank in Kfe. This gave great 
ofience to his brothers, and to many of the aaoent 
nobility, who were at no pains to conceal their 
contempt and hatred of thofe upftart hvouiitesi 
and their diiTatisfaftion with the king on their ac- 
count. The earl of Mar, being young, fierce, and 
paflionatt, was molt unguarded in his expreflions 
of refentment againft the king, and du'eats of vcn^ 
geance on his minions ; for which hi was cotifined> 
firft at Craigmillah, and afterwards tA the Canon*' 
gate, where he died ♦'. The manner of his ckath 
is not certainly known; but the mod probable ac- 
count that is given of it fecms to be this,— that 
rfie excefs of his ra^e at his confinement threw him 
into a fever and phrcnzy, of which- he died *** 
A.D.147S. The death of the earl of Mar, 'whatever thd 
^ed^cof "^^'^^^r ^f i^ ^^^^ greatly increafed the difladsfat- 
Albany, tion of the difcontcntcd nobles with the king, and 
their rage againft his favouricesr The duke of 
Albany, not being able to conceal his indignation 
and defigns of vengeance, was fuddenly feized, and 

♦J Pentr. fol, 391. Buchan. p. i%%. Abercrbroby, toI/i, 
P» 4*^ ♦* Hawihoniden> p. 47. 

com- 
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committed a clofe jM-ifoncr to the cafUc of Edin-, ^.d. 147s, 
burgh^ with only one page to atttod him. Dread- ^"'^ 
ing either a public trial and execution^ or private 
alIa(Iination» the duke made his efcape out of the 
caille with great difficulty^ and got on board a ihip 
at Leith, which carried him to his caftlc of Dunbar. 
Thinking it unfafe to day in that place^ he made 
his efcape into France; and the caftle was ibon after 
furrendered to the king**. 

The duke of Albany was kindly received by ^^^^^^ 
Lewis XI. king of France 1 but that wife prince ofthedukc 
rcfiifed to employ any odier means but intreaty. ®^^**«*y* 
and perfuafion tp obuin his reiloration. He ac« 
COtrdii^y' fent John Ireland^ 6p6kpr of the Sor-:> 
bonnej a Scotfman, famous for his eloquence and: 
teaming) as his ambafTador to the king of Scot^ 
land, to perfuade and intreat him to be reconciled 
to his brother, and reflore him to his eftates and 
honours. The ambaflador was well chofen, and 
rendered him&lf highly acceptable to the kmg, by 
bis preaching and converfation; but he was ob- 
liged to return without any (bccefs in his embafly. 
In tte mean time, the king of France procured for 
the duke an advantageous marriage with a daugh- 
ter of the earl of Boulogne, with an ample fortune-; 
which enabled him to live in his exile in a manner 
fuitable to his rank *^. 

That harmony and friendly intercourfe which a. 0.14^0. 
had fubfifted feveral years between the two Britilh J^'^^f ^ ^^ 

' the ti-ucc 

courts, was now unhappily interrupted. This was between 

♦J Fcritr. p. 39s. Buchao. p. »3». ** Ferrer, fal. 39a. 

owing 
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A.D.I4SO, owing to the intrigues of the duke of Albany, awf 
Engiind » (tifcontcnted party of the Scots nobility, ^o car- 
iif£scot. ried on a trealbnible correfpondence wirii die king 
of England, and the exiled carl of Douglas, invit- 
ing them to invade their country, and promifing' 
them their afiift^ce. Though king Edward had; 
often declared the moft determined refbkitidn to 
obferve the trace that then fubfifted between the 
two nations; nay, though* he had concluded a con- 
traft of mafriagc between the prince of Scotland 
and- his youngeft daughter, and had even puft a 
' part of her portion, he had not the nriokicion t0 
refill the profpeft riiat now prefenced it^^ of re- 
covering die town of Berwick, and c^gaix^ngocher 
sidvantages, by the difh-afUons of his nei^iboars. 
Tb« borderers Wert encouraged to make incarfiMS 
into Scotland t which were inftantly returned, and 
the flames of war were kindled in a moment*'. , 
In the preamble to the comnr^flioii which he grant- 
6dy May 12, A. D. 1480, to his brother Rkfiard 
duke of Glbucelter, to be his lieutenant-gcmn^ 
be fays, that^-^^ James king of Scotland, inflamed 
^^ with inveterate enmity and obdtirate haticd, 
^ difregarding the honour of his own name, and 
^ deipifing all nobility, had determined to break 
** all his promifes, and make war upon him :'*— 
, exprefllons which were plainly calculate to pleafe 
the difcontentcd nobles of Scotland ♦*. He granted 
another iommiflion, June 20, to the duke of 
Gloucefter, the earl of Northumberland, and many 

47 Ryra. FoDd^ fom. 12. p.*3. 41. 53, StQW, p.43a« 
4* l^ym. Feed, torn* 12. p* 115. 
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oriier Iprds and gpntlcmen, to array all his fubjefts ^.d. i^.^ 
capable of bearing arois in the northern counties^ 
to defend the kingdom againft the Scots ^. 

King James:, either inftigate^ by the king of stratagtm. 
France and his own confidents, X>r forced to it by 
preparations in England* prepared for war. The 
incurfions of the EngUlh roufed the tiational ani-« 
mofity of the Scots, who crowded to his ftandard; 
aiid he foon fouiyl himfelf at the head of a gallant 
artny> with which he marched toward3 the borders, 
belbre the duke of Gioucefter was ready to oppofe ' 
him. But his progrcfs was flopped by a ftratagem* 
A meflcnger, or. rather one who pretended to be a 
mefienger, from the pope's legate in England, met 
him, and in the pope's name injoined him to lay 
down his arms, that all.Chriftian princes might 
unite their forces agamft the common enemy, the 
Turks. James, naturally difinclined to war, and 
believing that a fimilar injunftion (as he was told) 
had been laid on the king^ of England, diibanded 
his army ***. Towards the end of this year, the 
En^ilh army, conunandcd by the duke of Giou- 
cefter, made an unfuccefsfiil attempt on the towo 
and caftle of Berwick '*. 

A concifc account hath been already given of a.d.i4«i. 
Ac tranfaftions between the t^o Britifti nations in ^lont^i 
this and the two fucceeding years; but in this place Edwards 
it will be proper to be a little more particular '\ 

49 Rym. Feed. torn. 12. p. 117. 

50 Abercroraby, vol. ». p. 434« Black A£ls, fol. 65. 
•f'lb'fd. 5« Sccl).«4.o— 24a. 

VolAX. Cc Edward, 
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A.p. i4y>^ Edward, determined to make an attempt againft 
Scotland by fta, granted commilEons, February 15, 
to certain vMRtrs of fhips> to prels as many feilofs 
as would be fufl^ctent to man a fieet of ekven fail 
Jigainft his faithlcfe and andcnt enemy die king of 
Scots * V He gave a fimilar commif&>n3 March 2, 
• to nine gwtlemen, to provide artillery, aftimum* 
don, aind arms of all kinds, *to be carried into iMt 
hOith, for the ufe of an army, to refift m exped^ 
invafion from Scotland'*. That nothing might 
divert the atcsendon of his flibjeds from* the b^- 
' ncfs of the war, he fhiJt up the ^courts ofjiAice 
till Michaelmas ". He alfo ^qipointcd commiA 
fioners to negotiate a treaty with las moft dear 
coijfins^ the lord of the lOes aod DonalA Gc^roe 1 
and, in a word> negle&ed nothing to reader himftlf 
formidable to his enemies *'. 

Pariia- King Jamcs was no Icfs a<5Hve in his prepay-. 

*"*"*• dons. He called a parliament, which met -at 
Edinburgh April a, and formed the mofE^^nrittd 
refoluriohs for a vigorous profccutbn of die war. 
They declared their own and their fbvercigh's 
pacific dilpbfirions and willingnels tx) keep the 
truce, which had been intimated to the king of 
England by a herald and p«rfi]ivant> t^ had been 
detained Icfng, and fent back contemptuoufly with- 
out any anfwer. They exprcflfed the ftrei ige ft 
refentnKJnt . againft the reifar (rolAer) Edward, 
who, prompted by avarice and ambition, had de- 

SI Rym. Foed. torn. ix« p, 139, 54 Id. ibid, p« i^p* 

55 Id. ibid. p. 14.Z. 56 Id. ibid. 
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termined, if he could, to make a conqueft of the A>ai4»i. 
kingdom, and folemnly protnifed to defend their 
king's perfon and family with their lives and for- 
tunes, as their onceftors had often done. The 
king, on his part, confidering the fmccrc aficdion 
and hearty love of his fubjefts, promifed to govern 
according to. law, and by the ac^iceof his parfia- 
^lent, which appointa^d ambaffad^rs tQ be fent by.ihe 
king.^^h? three eftates to the kjng of France, 
^ foiicit his aflOftance. Xhqyr (;<?mtnai^led ;aU ^ 
lieges to be-^rmed, and- frequently exercifed, and 
to join the royal ftancjafd within ei^.t days after 
they were charged: thfly bellowed -Ae. higheft 
pradfej iwi the king, for having repaired the forti- 
fications of Berwick^ ^ndfurniCbed.jt with a gar- 
rifon of .500 n^n, at his own expence^ ,and, in 
confidcration of this, die. three eftates. ^ng^ed to 
raife and pay 500 men to defend the. other caftles 
(pn the Ixwders : they commanded all the lorda to 
fortify their own caftles, and furnifli them with 
artillery, ammunitioni and men : they naade many 
pcceHeqt regulations . for procuring and cpnveyinj; . 
intelligence; and fHU further, to ihorw their loyalty, 
they ordered a proclamation to, be publi^ed, of- 
fering the^ reward of a fire^ihold/eftate of 100 marks 
a-year> arid 1000 marks in money, to any man 
who IhouW kill, or bring to the kingj, the. exiled 
eaarl.of Douglas^ and fmaller rewards, for his ac- 
complioefiu'^ It is very rejnarkaWe, that Archi- 
bald earl of Angus was prefent in this affcftionate 
•<• ' . 

Sf Stt Black Aas, fol. 65—68, 

C c 2 and 
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and loyal parliament> acd was fworn in, April ii,^ 

warden of the eaft marches, a place of the greatefl: 

truft and honour **. This difcovers the deep dif- 

fimulation of that great earl, who was a moft io^ 

veterate enemy to idie unhappy kli^, as fbon after 

appeared. 

Miiftiry Though great armies were raifed in both king- 

©peradons. ^ms this year, and marched towards the borders, 

they ftood on the defcnfivc, and did not come to 

any decifive a6tion. The Englifh fleet, widi troops 

on board, failed up the frith of F<Mthj and the 

troops attempting to land in feveral places, were 

repulfed. At length diey. burnt die vill^ of BJack- 

nefs, carried oflF a few merdiant-fhips, and then 

returned to their own coafts ''• 

A.D.14SJ. ' Alexander duke of Albany, finding it impofliblc 

Trcaiicf. (q pcrfuade the king of France to aflift him in 

making war agajhft his brother and his native 

cpuntry,. privately left his family, and came ovcif 

XQ tjxt . court of England in the fpring of this 

year ^* Sbbo. after hfis arrival, he entered into 

iuqh engagements /v\rith king Edward as difcover 

llipri to jiaye.becn.a man void of every principle 

pf jipnot^r, ar\d capable of the moft criminal and 

.«rociogs c^terprifcs. . By a charter, dated at Fo- 

theringay^ June jo (in which he ftyled himfctf 

^Alexander ^ng. Qf :ScqtlancJ, 'with as litrie cerc- 

, mony. as if his brother king James and all his 

.*.- ^children Had "been* dead), fie engaged— to fwear 

S9 Ferrer, foi. 394. *• Kyn«FcDd. torn. xa. p. 15*. 

: / •• . •• * fealty 
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fealty to king Edward for the kingdom of Scot- 
land, within fix months after he had got poflelTion 
of the greater part of that kingdom — to diflblve 
all the confederacies between Scotland and France 
— and to furrender the town and 4:aftlc of Bcr- 
trick •'. The dfty after he entered into ftill more 
bafc and infamous engagements. In a charter, 
dated June ii, he had the meannefs to flyle him- 
felt ** King of Scotland, by the gift of the king 
" of England," and engaged to give up Annsjh- 
da^e, Liddifdale, Efkdale, and Ewfdale, with the 
caftle of Lochmaben. Nay, though he had a 
connexion with a daughter of the earl of Orkney, 
which the lady and her family cfteemcd a lawful 
marriage, and though he was folemnly married to 
a daughter of the earl of Boulogne, and had a fon 
by each of thefe ladies ; yet he now engaged to 
marry the princefs Cecilia, king Edward's youngeft 
jdaughter (who had been contraded to James 
prince of Scotland), if he could get clear of other 
women **. In a word, nothing could be more 
^ifhonourable than the defigns of the duke of Al- 
bany at this time; and yet that duke is reprefcnt« 
*cd by the generality of our hiftorians, and was thea 
believed by the great body of the people, to be an 
innocent, opprefled patriot, and his brother king 
James a moft cruel, unprovoked tyrant. 

As foon as Edward had concluded thefe treaties Berwick 
with the duke of Albany, he appointed, June la. 
Jus brother the duke of G^ouceficr )ui Iki^entxit- 

^' Jljin. F«9(l« fom. IS. p. ^156. «» ti. i^i^t "^ 

C c 3 general, 
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general, to command the army againft Scotland*'. 
That army, confifting of 22,500 chofen men, 
rendezvoufed at Almvick; and marching from 
thence under the dommand of the dukes of Glou- 
cefter and Albany, the tarl of Northumberland, 
and fcveral other noWemen, invefted the town and 
caftle of Berwick about the beginning of July ^^ 

Thcking't King Janies, having raifed an army to oppoft 
[fa^gJd!^ this formidable invafwn, dircfted his march to- 
• wards the borders; and about the end of June 
encamped at the town' of Lauder. At that place a 
cruel and unexpefted tragedy Was afted, which threat- 
ened the ruin of the king and kingdom. Archibald 
Douglas, earl of Angus, was at this time the moll 
powerful nobleman in Scotland, having obtained 
. from the crown many of the eftates of the cxile4 
earl of Douglas. He was married to a daughter 
6f the late regent Robert lord Boyde i and tliough 
he was not involved jn the ruin of the Boydes, he 
fecretly refented the feverity with which they had 
been treated, and Was deeply engaged in the trea- 
Tonable fchemes of the duke of Albany. This 
potent earr had a private meeting in the night with 
the noblemen and gentlemen of his party, in the 
church of Lauder, to confult about the deftruftiou 
cf the ro/arfav6untes, as the mofteffedud means 
of diftreffing the king 'and 'defeating the prefent 
• • * ■ -expedition. ' At this mefetihg one of the members 
repeated tke (bHpwftg febtez «< The mice (faid 
^' h&>4i«ld^ i neecing> ^o confuk ^about ihc beft 

•1 Rym. Sfed; torn, 11. p.^i Jj, ■ : - i . t>*4 9iov», p.. 45*. 
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*^ means of prcfcrving themfelvcs firom the cats. 
'^ One moufe propofed to hang a bell about the 
'*^ cat's neck, that, by its ringing when the cat 
''^ moved, they might have warning of th?ir dan- 
^^ ger. But when it was afked, Who will bell the 
** cat ? nope of them had fo much courage." 
The earl of Angus taking the hint, cried out — I 
will bell the cat; which procured him the nick- 
naqne oi Archibald BcU-tb^-cat ever after. Having 
formed their plan^ they left the church ; and, at- 
tended by a body of armed men, entered the 
royal tent early in the morning, and there feized 
fix of the king's molt favoured confidents, viz. 
Robert Cochran an architeft, mafter of the works, 
fir William Rpgers a mufician, Thom^ Prefton, 
James Hommel, William Torfefan, and one 
Leonard. John Ramlay of Balmain, a young 
gentleman of a gogd family, was faved, by clafp- 
ing the king in his arpas- After upbraiding the 
king in very fevere terms, for fpending his time 
in fuch unworthy company, they carried off the lis 
unhappy victims, and hanged them over the 
bridge of Lauder. The king, ftruck with con» 
fternation at this cruel outrage, retired, with his 
uncle the earl of Athol, and fome other noble- 
men, to the caftle of Edinburgh, or (as fome 
hiftorians report) was carried thither, and guardei^ 
as a prifoner. The army diA>anded in ^cat con- 
fufion, every chieftain conducing his followers 
wherever he pleafcd *'. 

♦* Ferrer, f. 39V Buchan. lib. 12. p. 234. Hawthemdcn, p. jp. 
Oodfcroft, p. 1231 Arc. Abercrooiby* Tel. »• p. 44^« 
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The garrifon in the town of Berwick, having 
probably heard of what had happened at Lauder, 
furrendcred that place to the En^ifh army ; but 
arm*!"* the lord Hailes^ who commanded in the caftle, 
made a brave defence. The dukes of Glouccftcr 
and Albany, not thinking it prudent to Ipend their 
time before that fortrefs, left 4000 men to block it 
up, and marched northward with the reft of their 
army. They met with no enemy by the way, and 
took poffeflion of the city of Edinburgh without 
fuiy oppofition ••. 

Pacific!- It is hardly poffible to conceive any country in 
a more deplorable condition than Scotland was at 
this time. The king was fliut up in the caftle of 
Edinburgh, and the queen and prince in the caftle 
of Stirling ; the nobility were divided mto factions, 
and the enemy in poffeflion of the capital: but it 
was faved by the wifdom and fortitude of a few 
real patriots, William ychbifliop of St. An- 
drew's, James bifliop of Dunkeld, Andrew lord 
Evandale, chancellor, and Colin earl of Argj'Je, 
who had formed a fmall army of their followers 
near Haddington, fent propofals for an accomr 
modation to the dukes of Gloucefter and Albany, 
which were fitvourably received, and an accom- 
modation was concluded at EdinbMrgh Auguft 2, 
on the following conditions :r—i, The above pre- 
lates and noblemen engage, that if the duke cl[ 
•Albany fhall behave as a loyal fubjeft to his bro- 
ther James king of Scodahd, he fhould enjoy 
.perfe<5k freedom and Mtty in that kingdom, 

' •♦ Ab€rat)inbv, v6l. «, p. ^50, 
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1. Thaf they would prevail upon the king to re- ^'^'^^^ 
ftore hinn to all his honours, offices, and eftates* 
3. That they would procure a pardon for him and 
aU his followers (except fuch as were excepted by 
thelaft parliament), for all crimes, and particu- 
larly for his alpiring to the throne v/hen he was in 
England, 4. That they would procure the ratifi- 
cation of all this by the king in the next parlia-^ 
ment•^ By the third article in the above agree- 
ment it plainly appears, that fome of the treafon-* 
able tranfaftions of the duke of Albany in Eng- 
land, particularly hb intended ufurpation of the 
throne, had come to the knowledge of king James 
?ind his minifters. What induced the dukes of 
Glouccfter and Albany to make this agrcenncnr, 
and drop the profecution of their fchemcs of con- 
queft, it is difficult to difcover, but it will fooh 
appear that they had ftiU thefe fchemes in view. 

• Soon after this pacification, the duke of Glour Oitataefe • 
cefter returned with his army into England, and j^ J*^ 
the duke of Albany joined his countrymen, Albany. 
Having vifited the. queen and prince at Stirling^ 
he came back to Edinburgh, where a very curious 
piece of political mummery was exhibited. The 
duke, aflifted by the provoft, bailies, and fome of 
the citizens, made an attack upon the caftle^ toojf 
k by aflault, and fet the king at liberty, without 
one drop of blood being fpilton either fide. The 
Iiing received his brother with the ftrongeft ex- 
prciiions of gratitude for his deliverance j and the 

^7 K^. Focd. tqm. ;», f , %6oi 
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duke made the warmcft profeffxons of inviolable 
love and loyalty to the king. To convince the 
people that the reconciliation between the royal 
brothers was perfedUy fincere and cordial, they 
rode on one horfe from the caftle to Holyrood- 
houfe, amidft the acclamations of the deluded 
multitude *•. This farce (for it deferves no better , 
name) was carried ftill further. The duke of 
Albany was conftituted lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom^ lord high admiral, and warden both of 
the caft and weft marches, by which the whole 
power of the crown was put into his hands. Be- 
fides all this, the king made him a grant of the 
tarldoms of Mar and Garioch, which, with his 
^eat eftates of Albany, March, Annandale, and 
the ifle of Man, made him as opulent as he was 
powerful. In the preamble of that grant, the 
king loads the duke with the higheft praifes for 
his fidelity, loyalty, fraternal afFeftion, faithful 
ferviccs, &c. ; though he perfcfUy well knew that 
he had come with an Englifh army to dethrone 
himfelf and difmherit his pofterity *^ A few days 
after (November i6), the king gave a charter to 
the provoft, bailies, and community of Edinburgh, 

^ Pitlcottie, p. 8x. 

^ Nos aha tnente confiderans fidem, legalitatcm, amorem, be- 
ncvotcntiam, fratcmam caritatem, pietatem, cordiale renritium, ct 
▼irtutis obfequium, qdod fi-ater nofler cariflimus Alexander Alba- 
jiie dux, comes Marchie, dominus vallis Annandie et Maanic, 
genei-alis locum tenens, magnus regni noftri admiralus, ac guar- 
dianus orientaljum et occidentalium marchiarum ejufdem TeiTus 
AAgliam, nobis jarodudum provide prseftitit, noftram de carceribus 
ex caftro noftro de Edinburgh liberando perfonam^ Sic. Ex 
Kegift. Magni SigiDi Jacobr III. £dinbui^h. 
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called the. ggldm charter y containing various gift* ^•^- h! 3* 
and privileges, which they had merited by their ' 
loyaky and important fervices ^^ 

The feeming reconciliation of the royal bro- a.d. 14SJ, 
ther», and the profperity of the duke of Albany, J^/^™** 
were of Ibort duration. That turbulent ambitious 
duke, fearing, or pretending to fear, fome machi- 
nations againft his life, retired from court about 
the beginning of this year, and ftiut himfelf up in 
his ftrong caftle of Dunbar, and renewed his trea- 
fbnable correlpondence with the court of England. 
He gave a commiflion, January 12, to three of his 
moft zealous partifans, and bittereft enemies of 
the king his brother, Archibald Bell-the-cat, earl 
of Angus, Andrew lord Gray, and fir James 
Liddale of Halkerfton, to renew the treaty of 
Fotheringay with Edward IV. who appointed, Fe- 
bruary 9, Henry earl of Northumberland, John 
lord Scroope, and fir William Parre, to treat with 
them. Thcfe commiflioners met at Weftminfter, 
and concluded a treaty, February 11, that fixes an 
indelible (lain of infamy on the charafter of the 
duke of Albany, and of all who promoted his bafc 
defigns. By that treaty it is ftipulated, — i. That 
there fhall be entire love and friendfliip between 
icing Edward and the duke of Albany j and that 
they fhall aflift each other, with all their power, 
againft all men: 2. That there fhall be a truce 
between the fubjefts of the kiflg of England and 
the favourers of the duke of Albany, who fhall 
give one lift of rfieir names, and another of the 

' 70 Ex Regift, Magni SigilH Jacobi III. Edinburgli. 
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A.D.i4$3. names of thofc who were not his frienfls, that 
the laft might not have die benefit of the truce: 
3. That the dukes of Glouccfter and Albany, the 
cark of Northumberland and Angus, ihall be 
judges of all violations of this truce: 4. That 
during the truce, the duke of Albany Ihall exert 
all his power to acquire the crown of Scotland to 
himfelf, that he and the nobles of his party may 
do mighty fcrvice to the king of England againft 
the king of France: 5. That king Edward ftiall 
aflifl the duke with competent forces in acquiring 
the crown ; and that the duke fhall never make 
peace with his brother James, or any of his off- 
fpring: 6. The three ambaOadors engage for 
thenifclves, on their honour and knighthood, that 
if the duke of Albany fliall deceafe without ifTue, 
they, and all whom they can influence, ihall be- 
come fubjefts of the king of England, and Ihall 
keep their caftlcs from James, now king of Scots, 
and his fucceffors: 7, That the duke of Albany, 
within forty days after he obtains the crown, ihall 
diflblve all the leagues between his kingdom and 
France: 8. That the duke, when he becomes king, 
ihall declare himfelf^ his heirs, his nobles, and all 
his fubjefts, to be for the king of England, to 
ferve hjm with all their forces, at their own co^ 
as often as required, againft all princes, particu- 
larly ag^jqft the king of France : 9, That the duke 
and his heirs ihall never claim the town of Bcr^ 
wick: IQ. That the duke, when king, ihaU ro 
ilpre the. carl of Douglas to his lands, according to 
an agreement t>ctween .that earl 4nd the farl of 
. ' ' Angu5; 
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Anff^s: II. That the duke, beii^ king> ihall 
marry one of the king of England's daughters> 
without a fortune. Could any thing be more un- 
natural and infamous than this treaty on the part 
of the duke of Albany and his ambafladors ? How 
cnuch was king James to be pitied, who had fuch 
a brother and fuch fubjefts ^* ! And yet (fo 
much are the characters of princes and great men 
fometimes miftaken by their contemporaries, and 
mifreprefented to pofterity) the duke and his con- 
federates were believed by a great body of the 
people to be the champions of the honour and 
independency of their country, and have been ce- 
lebrated as fuch by fome of our hiftorians ^*. 

The effcfts of this treaty were prevented, by Death of 
the death of the king of England, in lefs than two JJ^areu 
months after it was concluded. King James, about 
the fame time, loft his amiable and virtuous con- 
fort, queen Margaret of Denmark, who died at 
Stirling, and was buried in the abbey of Cambuf- 
kenneth, near that town. 

King James, having difcovered the treafonable Parlii. 
correfpondence of the duke of AlKany with the "****** 
couirt of England, caufed him and fir James Lid- * 
dale of HaBcerfton ta be fummoned to appear be- 
fore a parliament that was to meet at Edinburgh, 
June 27, A. D. 1483, to anfwer to a charge of 
high treafon. They both made their cfcape into 
En^andi and the duke, before his departure, ^e* 

\ 7> R/m. Feed. toiQ,j». p. I7J— X7i- .. ^ 

7* Buchan. lib. i%. p. »33. Piifcoiiie, p. J5. Godfcrol^ 

p. 2^7, 22?. . _ , ^ .- 
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livercd his caftfc of Dunbar to an Englifh garri- 
fon from Berwick. Their trials cannc on in par- 
liannent, July 8, when tlicy were found guilty of 
high trcafon (in their abfcnce, but on the deareft 
evidence), condemned to death, and all their ho- 
nours, offices, lands, and goods, forfeited. But 
what is moft remarkable, both the earl of Angus 
and the lord Gray (who, with fir James Liddale, had 
made the above treafonable treaty with EdwardlV.), 
fat as judges at thefe trials ; and were even ap- 
pointed members of a committee to inquire of 
l^hat lands and goods the two condemned traitors 
Were poffefled ^*. Whether Angus and Gray had 
fo effeftually concealed their treafons as to cfcape 
fufpicion ; or their great power and that of their 
'. friends protefted them ; or the king, by this ex- 
traondinary lenity, hoped to gain them, it is im- 
pofllble for us, at this diftance of time, to difcover. 
But certainly hothing ever exceeded the effrontery 
of thefe two lords, in fitting in judgment on their 
accomplices, with whom they knew they were 
' \ . equally guilty, . . 

A.D.I484, [ Williapi lord Crichton, a zealous partifan of 
Pafiia- the duke of Albany, fortified his Gallic of Crich- 
ton, aod refi^fed to furrender it ^ the king ; but 
lindiflg that it was not tenible, he fled into Eng- 
land. In the next fefiion of parliament diat met at 
^nbur^hj February 24, A. D. 1484^ lord Crich- 
ton was found guilty of high treafon'; and the earl 
of Angus and lord Gray, fiiU imuing die m^ of 

7? Records of Parlitmest in tUe Regifter-offi^e, £dinbaf*g)i« 

^- • - loyalty. 
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loyalty, ftt as judges at his trial ^*. At the eamcft ^-^^ '4^- 
requeft of parliament, the king promifed to give ^ ^ 
no remifiion to any perfon cortviftcd of treafon, 
fi)r two ycdrs to cdni^ : a prdmife which the too 
great tendernefi of his heart did not permit him to 
keep ^*. The parliament further advifdd the king 
to a ftrift obfervation of the truce that had been 
made with England, to take great pains to recon- 
cile his nobility to each other, and to befiege the 
caftle of Dunbar in the beginning of May^, But 
this laft advice was either not complied with; or 
the attempt was unfuccefsful. 

When the duke of Albany arrived in England, Battle of 
he found every thing in confufion ;. and his great ben. ™*" 
friend the duke of Gloucefter, who had ufurped that 
throne, in no condition to aflift him to ufurp an- 
other. But being inflamed by ambition and in- 
capable of repoTe, he determined, with the aid of 
the long-exiled carl of Douglas, to try his fortune 
in the field. Having coUedled a body of about 
500 horfemen, chiefly compofed of the rbbbers 
and plunderers in the Engliih borders, the duke 
and earl entered Annandale, and approached the 
town of Lochmaben, June iz, being the day of a 
great fair. The people at this for, having their 
arms (according to the cuftom of thelK)rders in 
ihofh times) to proted their goods, the lairds of 
Johnftone, Gockpool, and other gentlemen, put 
themfSves at their head, and oppiofed the invaders. 

74, Records of Parliament la the RegilUfolEcey Edinburgh* 
7S Ibid. Biack Aa», f. 70. 7* Ibid, 
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4^.i4t4. A fierce conflift cnfued> which cohdniicd (evetal 
hoors^ with various fuccefs. At length the Eoglifh 
were put to flight $ the duke of Albany efcaped by 
the fwiitneis of his boiie i but the earl of Dongas 
was taken by Alexander Kirkpatrick, and carried 
prifoner to Edinbui^h. Nothing can place the 
merciful diTpofition of king James in a fairer point 
of view than his treatment of this hoary traitor^ 
)vho had been the author of fo many troubles to his 
country. Inftead of conunandii^ him to be ex- 
ecuted on bis former fentcnce, or bringing him to 
trial for his recent treafons^ he only confined him to 
, . the abbey of Lindores^^ How inexcu/abJe arc 
thofe hiftorians who have reprefcntcd this prince 
as a cruel, implacable tyrant, who never forgave 
.an injury ^•. 

Death of Soon after his repulfe at Lochmaben, the duke 

^^^^y* of Albany left England, and wient to the court of 
France, where he received a wound in a tourna- 
ment, of which he died ^^ This turbulent, ambi- 
tious prince, who had formed fb many conlpiracies 
againft his too indulgent brother, left two ibns^ 
Alexander bilhop of Moray, and John duke of 
Albany, who became regent of Scotland in the mi- 
nority of James V •^. 

Trucf ,5:c. The Captivity of the earl of Douglas, and the 
-death of the duke of Albany, broke all the mea- 
sures of the earl of Angus and his partilans, and 
obliged them to remain quiet for fome time. They 

77 Buchan. lib. 12, p, 23$. 7' Ibid. 

79 Ferrer, f. 397. •»© Crawford^a Pecnfe, p. 7, f • 
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were under the greater neccffity of domg this; that ^^'j^ 
a threc-yeais truce. with England was concluded 
at Nottingham, September 21, A. D. 14&4 ^ and 
at the fanne place, on the fame day, a contrad of 
marriage was figned by die plenipotentiaries of 
both kings, between James prince of Scotland and 
Ann de la Pole, daughter to the duke of Suffolk, 
md niece to Richard III. by his fitter •'. A con- 
grels was appointed to be held at York, on the 
next feaft of die Virgin Mary, to fetdc all parti- 
culars reipe6:ing the intended marriage**. 

King James laid the treaties of the truce and A.D.i4g£»^ 
marriage before his parliament at Edinburgh, May P*'*^**- 
0,6, A. D. 1485- The parliament (in which the 
earl of Angus was prefcnt) approved of both thcfe 
treaties; and appointed an honourable embafly 
to be fcntto the coftgrels at York, confifting "of 
<* a bifhop, afftT'earl, ane honourable and wife 
*' cleric, a lord i}fi parliament, a knight yat is a 
«« baroun, and a f^uiar yat is a baroun, and with 
" yame fervandis to complete to the noumer of • 
** fifK-twa perfonis, and yat yai f^ haif ta yr ex- 
" penfis five hundcgth pundis Scottis **.'* But the 
troubles in England, which terminated in the 
death of Richard III. prevented the meeting of 
the congrcfs at York. The parliament alfo ap^ 
pointed an embafly to be fent to the pope, to ob- 

•« Rym. Feed. torn. xi. p. 136—146. •* Id. ibid. 

ss Records of Parliament. The publication called the Black A£b 
IS not a faithful traafcript from the records. The above tranfafkion^ 
for example, and many otliers> ard afcribcd to a parliamtnt that met 
February 14., A« D. 14.84* 

Vol. IX, Dd . tain, 
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^ji^!^j ^^* ampngft oihq- dui^> his approbtdoh of iJM 
diflblutkm of the priory erf" C«I<^hghafn, and tKc 
smnexatkm of ks iseveRu^ to the chi|>el royal ia 
Stirling caftk, agreetbk to the ktasrtx of two* 
(:ardinals» ta whom that matta- had been rcfer^ 
ltd '♦. This is a fiifficicnt evidence Aat the par- 
liament approred of th^ meaftn^;. but » it pro^ 
duced very^ktal eSeds^ it. merits a more peoticular 
narration, 
^j^^'j^ Stirling cafHc, on account of its beantifbi fittfii-. 
Humes tion and. deli^tfiil prdpofks, was t!m ficvourito 
JJirtjf/**" ifefidcnce of James III. in which he bottt a-pal^ce^ 
widi an elegant ehapeL To procure funds for die 
fopport of a dean, prebends, a numerous hand, of 
, fingers, muficianS) and othcr.officen, he fnpprefifedy 
by a regular. proce6> the priory of Coldingham^ 
and endowed his chapelt with its revfuues. Thi« 
gave great offence ta the Humes (a numerous antf 
powerful dan in the Merfc), who liad ban accuf^ 
tontcd to receive profitable kafes and other advan^' 
tages from the priors, who were generally of then* 
own name) ami diey having entered into a bond 
4f rnutual afliftance with the Hepbonts, both be- 
came exceedingly txirbulent and difaffedsed ti> the 
king, and brought a great accefiiOn of ftrength to 
his fecref enemies •*. 
D^nbaf * ''^^ ^^^^ of Dunbar was ftill in the haiKb of 
recovered, the Englifti 5, but being befieged in the fummer of 
this year, it was taken without much difficulty, 

- •♦-Hecords.of Parliament. 

>5 Pltfcottie, p. SS. HawthomdoR, ft, yo8^* - 

t .. - i Z the 



•^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ch. I. 53. CiVlt AllD MILITARY. 405 

the garrifon defpairing of receiving any fuc- a-d.^sj. 



cours*'. 



Henry VII: foon after his acceflion, began to a.d.i48«^ 
cultivate the friendfliip of the king of Scotland ; Tmce. 
and a truce for three years, from July 3, A.D, 1486, 
was concluded by the plenipotentiaries of both 
kings, after a negotiation Of fevcral days, in the 
months of June and July •'. From this truce it 
. appears, that Archibald carl of Angus ftill enjoyed 
the favour and confidence of his fovereign, as he 
wfis appointed warden of the eaft and middle 
marches, and one of the confcrvators of the truce •'. 
It is alfo remarkable, that John Ramfay of Balmain, 
lately created lord Bothwcll, was one of the nego* 
tiators of this truce ; which is the firft time we 
meet with any of king James's favourites (about 
whom there hath been fo much noife) employed 
in any important or national tranfaftion. This 
treaty was ratified by king James at Edinburgh, 
Odobcr 24, A. D. i486 "'. 

Several infurrcftions in England, and the affair a.d. 14S7, 
of Lambert Simnel, having convinced Henry VII. Tmty. 
that he had many enemies both at home and abroad, 
he became very defirous of a more fecure peace 
with the kingdom, and a more intimate connexion 
with the royal family, of Scotland. With this view 
he fent Richard bifliop of Exeter, and Richard 
Edgecombe, 'comptroller of his houfehold, am- 
bafladors to Edinburgh, to negotiate thefe affairs ; 
and king James appointed William bifliop of Abcr- 

** Abercromby, vol. 1. p. 46s. *7 Rym. Foed. torn. xi. 

p. 185— 19Z, • ^* Id. ibid* ^ Id. il^id.p. 3x6. 
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aDt '4*7* dcen, -and John lord BothwcU, to treat with them. 

^ "^"^ ' Thefc plenipotentiaries having agreed upon ccrtaia 
prcHniinarics for a truce and intended intermar- 
riages, one copy of them was iigned by Carlifle he- 
. ndd, commiffioned by the king of Eng^d, and 
dclivcri^d at Edinburgh, November 17, to Snow- 
don herald, who, by virtue of a comrruflion from 
the king of Scotland, figned and delivered another 
copy to Carlifle herald at the fame time. By theft 
preliminaries,— the truce was prolonged — a mar- 
riage was propofed between James marquis of Or- 
rriond, king James's fecond fon, and the third 
daughter of the late king Edward IV.; another 
between king James and queen Eliiabeth, Edward's 
widow, and a third between James prince of Scot- 
land, and.fuich another daughter of king Edward as 
fliould be agreed upon by the two kings. As the 
J^ing of Scotland infilled on die delivery of Ber- 
wick to him, that matter was to be finally fctdcd 
before any of thcfe marriages took cflfeft. To bring 
thefc important affairs nearer a concluCon, another 
meeting of the plcnipotendaries was appointed to 
be held at Edinburgh, January 24, A. D. 1488, 
and a fecond in die month of May, at a place to be 
agreed upon ; and that the two kings fhould have 
a perfonal interview in July ^. 

Pariia. King Jamcs called a parliament that met at 

"^^^' Edinburgh, Odober i, A. D. 1487 ; and both 
the earl of Angus and his eldeft fon were prefent. 
The parliament made an affefting reprefentation 
to the king of the deplorable diftrels and difbrdcr 

9^ Rymi F«d. torn. 1%. p. z^^^ZZ*: 
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of the kingdom, «« throw trefoun, flauchter, reiC ^-^^'+^7*^ 
« birning, theft, and oppin heirfchip, throw de- 
*^ fault of fcharpe execution of jufticc, and over 
^ commoun granting of grace and remrflfeunis to 
** trefpafiburis." The king, at the earneft requeft 
of the three eftates, promifed to give no remiffion 
to any perfon who was guilty of any of the above 
crimes for feven years. This promife gave grear 
ferisfaftion, which is expreffed in the follov/ing 
ftrong terms : — ^^ Becaufe our foverane lord has fo 
" gracioufly applyit him to the counfall of his* 
^ thre eftatis at this tyme in all thingis concern - 
^ ing thame, and tlie commoun proffcit of the 
" realme, and beninglie grantit to thaniie all thair 
" defyre and requeiftis that thay have maid to his^ 
*' majeftie; all the lordis fpiritual and temporal,' 
^^ barronis, frehalders, and communities of the 
<« eftatis of the realme hes freelie grantit, that ever 
"** ilk ane of thame for himfelf, fall faithfuUy pro-^ 
" mit and fweir, that they fall not in tyme tocume 
<* mantein, fortifie, fupplie, defend, nor be ad-. 
<* vocatis, nor ftand at the bar, with tnanifeft tra- 
«' touris, nor commoun men flayares, theifRs, 
«^ reiffiiris, nor other trefpaflburis/' The parlia-^ 
ment, in this feffibn, made maoy excellent regula- 
tions for preventing the- crimes above mentioned, 
and for bringing thofe who were guilty of them tq 
juftice. In particular, they made it high treafon, 
" to do or attempt to do contrare the union and 
*^ annexatioun qpaid of the pryorie of Colding- 

*^ hame to the king's chapel royal''.'' 

« 

9' Jlijords of PaiUament. Black Afls, f. 75— 7*. 
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The iecond feflion of this parliament began at 
Edinburgh^ January 29^ A. D« 1488; and firom 
the records^ it feems to have been anunated by 
the fame fplrit of loyalty, and entire iatis&dion 
irith the king and his adminiftration^ as tl^ 
£:)rmer. The three eftatcs a^^roved of the preli-» 
niinary treaty rcfpeding the propofed marriages 
between the two royal femilies, and appointed ple- 
nipotentiaries to a^nd the meeting that was to be 
in May about that matter, and gave them e)^is 
inilru6tioDS, not to c^nfent to a peace, or to any of 
the marriages, unlefs the king of England agreed 
to reftore, or at leaft to deftroy, the town and cafUq 
of Berwick, The king, in full parliament, created 
his fecond fon duke of Rofs, and the barons Drum- 
mond, Yeftcr, Sanquhar, and Rgthven, lords of 
parliament. The laft a£l of this feflion is remark- 
able. The Humes and Hcpburns had paid no re- 
gard to the late a£t, declaring it high trealbn to 
obftrufl: the annexation of Coldinghamc to the 
chapel royal, but had oppofcd that meafure with 
the greatcft violence. The parliament therefore 
appointed a committee, with parliamentary powers^ 
to try all who had violated that aft 5 and the earl 
of Angus, with the chief men of his party, were 
members of that committee**. So artftiUy had 
they concealed their treafonable machinations^ that 
the king, at this time, believed thejn to be hi^ 
bcft friends. The parliament was then adjourned 
to the 5 th of Mayi but it was diflblved by procla- 
mation, February 21, and a new . parliament waa 

9« Reconl^ of ?$xli$mpitf 
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fiunmoncd ta meet, Majr la, at EdWiur^^^ ^^'^ 
The troubles that fopn. after arofe prevoited the 
meetiog of that parliament. 

. The earl of Aiigua and his partifans were greatly Confpir*- 
alarmed zt the intended iotermarriagps between tha ^^* 
two royal families* Conicious of their own guilty 
fiifpcfUng, or perhaps knowing, that queen Eliia*^ 
beth was not ignonrnt of it, they juftly dreaded that 
file would communicate the koowlalge of their 
treaipnable intrigues widi her lace hiiA>and to her 
future fpoufe, and perhaps produce the original 
treaty of Weftminfter, A. D. 1483, which would 
render their guilt evident, and their ruin certain**: 
They determined, therefore, to prevent the in^ 
tended marriages at any rate, and to dethrone o^ 
even deftroy their fovereign, as the only means df 
preventing their own deftrU&ion. They began by 
fpreading ^the mod odious calumnies againll that 
king, reprefcnting him as a blood-diirfty tyranq 
becaufe he was then endeavouring to execute thi 
laws againfl: traitors, murderers, thieves, and plun- 
derers, according to his promifc j as an enemy to 
gU his ancient nobility, becaufe he had rai](ed 
John Ramfey of Bsknain, an old and faithful fef-. 
vant, to be a lord and mafter of the houfehoH, 
The earl of Angus gave out, that the king had 
. Ibrincd a plot to deftroy many of the nobility A 
the kft meeting of parliament ; had cornmuni- 
cated the defign )to him, and defired his aSlftancc; ^ 

|han which nothing can be more improbable ^^ 

91 Recordt of Parliament* 94 See p, 3S5-*3^« 

P Su«hin. 1, X2t p. a37. Godfcroft, p*2i^, 
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A4D.j4$t. xhde, and other calumnies, poifonedthe minds of 
the common people, and made too great an im- 
preffion on fomc perfons of rank, Andrew lord 
Gray, the chief aflbdate of Angus in the afli^r of 
Lauder and all his other treafons, engaged with 
great ardour in this conspiracy ; and John lord 
Drummond, . though advanced to the parage only 
a few weeks before, adted the fame. part. Sir 
Alexander Hume, afterwards created lord Hume, 
Patrick Hcpbura lord Hailes, with all the gentle- 
men of the names of Hume and Hepburn, being 
already obnoxious to the law, entered warmly into 
the defign of dethroning the king, to prevent their 
own condemnation. All the borderers, die nrwft 
warlike people in the kingdom, dreading the exe- 
cution of the late laws againft murder, theft,, and 
robbery ; and in a word, all vagabonds and outlaws, 
who feared the puniftiment they knew they de- 
ferved, joined in this conspiracy, and added gready 
t<^ its ftrength. The earl of Argyle, the bilhop of 
Glafgow, and the lord Lyfle, alfo joined this party. 
The carl of Argyle had lately been deprived of the 
phancellor's office j the bilhop of Glafgow had a 
conteft with the archbifliop of St. Andrew's, and 
the lord LyQe was at variance with James earl of 
. Buchan, the king's uncle, which might have 
fome influence on their conduft on this occa^ 
iipn^ 
Ikebcilion. King Jamcs, perceiving the impending ftorm, 
endeavfaired to guard againft it, by furmftihg the 

1* Ferrer, f. 399I Crawford*? Peerage, p. ^^. 392. 
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caftles of Sdrling and Edinburgh with every thing ^•^'1^^> 
neceflary for their defence. Having committed ^^ ^ 
the cuftody of the former, and of his three fons, to 
Janaes Schaw ofSauchie, in whofe fidelity he 
placed Ae moft perfeft confidence, he embarked 
at Leith wjph a fmall retinue, and landed in Fife- 
The conipirators now broke out into open rebel- 
lion, feized part of the king's baggage, and fome 
boxes of his money at Leith, and took the caftte 
of Dunbar by furprife, in which they found money, 
arms, and ammunition '^ 

• The king proceeded northward, by Aberdeen, 'The km^ 
to Inverneft, ifluing proclamations to all his fub- thc'noitL!* 
jeds in thofe parts to join his ftandard on a certain 
day, Thefe proclamations were favourably re- ^ 
ceived 5 the earl of Crawford who had been lately 
created duke of Montrofe, the earls of Huntly, 
Errol, Athol, Rothes, Sutherland, Caithnefs, 
and Marifchal,' with the lord^ Forbes, Ogilvie, 
Frafer, and all the chieftains of the north (except 
the lords Gray and Drummond), applied them- 
felves to raife their followers to fupport their fove- 
jreign *'• At Inyernefs, James gave a frelh proof 
of his merciful and forgiving difpofition, by par* 
doning the lord Crichton (who there threw him* 
klf at his feet), though he had been one of hi$. 
moft inveterate^ enemies ^\ But when he was thua 
employed, . he received intelligence that over- 
whelmed him with furprife and forrow. 



f P Piticottiei p.46, 87» Hawthoraden, p. xio. 
9^ Ferrer* f» 440* 99 Hawtbornden, p* xix* 
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A.D.14SS. When the conl^tors ^dlhfi^Ied their forces^ 
The prince they found themfelTes ftnmg and weU appoiated, 
dciivcrc4 jj^j without any pcribn they coidd propofe to fub-r 
t^\u ftitute in the place of the pliace they intended to 
dethrone ; and ^without dm they knar they could 
hardly hope for fucceft. Having caft their eyes 
on the king^s eldeft fon> as^ iivaH rtfpefts fitttfl: for 
their purpo(e» they found means to opM a corre- 
spondence with the governor of Stfding caftle, and 
by great bribes and greater proniifes, prtvaileci 
upon him to betray his important truft, and de^ 
liver the prince into their hands at Linfithgow *^. 
As the prince was only about fifteen years of ag9 
at this time, it would not be difficult to deceive him 
by fpccious argun^ents, particularly by threatening 
(as we are told they did), that if he did not join 
them, they would fubje6t the kingdom to the Eng*» 
Irfti •"'. 
ptfifict. As foon as die king received die news of this 
juckleft. ^f^^^Ppy *^d unexpefted event, he returned to 4ie 
ibuth with fuch troops as had joined him, direft- 
ing the chieftains in thofe parts to follow him* 
Being wafted with his army over the Forth by the 
fonous fir Andrew Wood of Largo, he encamped 
at Blackncfs, wjthin a few rpiles of l.inlithgow, 
the head- quarters of the infurgents. There he 
was joined by the earl of Glencaim, the lords 
Erflcine, Maxwell, Rwhven, fir Thomas Semplci 
and fu- Alexander Boyde» with their foUpwers, 

»^ Pitfcottie, p; S7, It, Uzm\k%nitnf p, fif. B«c)i«9. p. #38, 
wi Buchao, p. »3g^ , • , .... 2 
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which rendered his army fupcrior to that of bis a.d.x^ss, 
enemies. But James^ naturally tumd and averfe 
to war^ entered intt> a negotiattOfi ii^ich the adverit: 
partyi and having given a commiiSon to the bi* 
ihop of Aberdeen, the carls of Hundy and Marif- 
chal> the lord Glamis and Alexandei^ Lindfay, to 
treat with the bilhop of Glafgow, the carls of 
Angus and Argyle, the lords Haiks and Lyfle; 
thefe commiffioners concluded a pacification, at 
31ackncfs, about the middle of May A- D. 1488, 
on the following terms ; i» The king fhall be 
fupported in his cftate, honour, and royal autho- 
rity, that he may adminifter juftice impartially to 
all his fubjefts : 2. The king's moft noble perfon 
fliall be at all times, in honour, fecurity, and free- 
dom, attended by prelates, earls, lords, and ba- 
rons, of the greateft wifdom, and moft agreeable 
to him and his fubjefts of all parties : 3. All per- 
fons now about the prince, who have offended the 
king, Ihall make fuch amends as the above com- 
miffioncrs fhall determine, faving their honours, 
eftates, and lives: 4. The king fhall allow an 
honourable appointment to the prince his fon, to 
be fettled by the faid commiffioners : 5. That 
lords and honourable perfons of wifdom, an4 vir^s 
tuous difpofitions, fhall be conftantly about the 
prince in hii$ tender age : 6. The prince fhall at 
all times loye, honour, and obey his father; 
7. The lords, and others about the pripce, fhall 
enjoy the king's favour and grace : 8. The prince 
fhall take into his hearty love and favour, all the 
Jof4§ afld others^ wfeQ have ferved the king in 
i . • thefe 
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Ar.D.j4tf: ^|^^fg timcs of trouble: 9. The commiflioncrs* 
Ihall endeavour to remove all per(bnal and family 
feuds between the lords of the difFcrcnt parties, 
particularly that between the carl of Buchan and 
k)rdLyne*^\ 
Negotia- 'This ^jp; and equitable treaty diet not produce 

tions with I • 1 

McjiryVii. thc happy effects that might have been expeftcd. 
As feveral important matters ftill remained to be 
fetdcd by the commifRoners, both parties, full of 
mutual diftruft, flood on their guard, and retained 
their forces. They both turned their eyes to- 
wards England, the one expecting aid, and the 
other dreading oppofition from that quarter. 
Henry VII. appointed commiflioncrs, May 5, to 
treat with thofe of his moft dear brother James 
king of Scodandj and about the fame time he 
granted a fafe-condiift to Robert biihop of Glaf- 
gow, George bifhop of Dunkeld, Colin earl of 
Argyle, Patrick lord Hailes, Robert lord Lyfle, 
Matthew Stewart mafter of Darnly, and Alex- 
ander mafter of Hume, who were all of thc 
prince's party, to come into England '°^ But no 
ufe, it is probable, was made of that fafe-condud. 
Tfccklng'8 In the mean time, king James refided in the 
Srirling.^ caftltf of Edinburgh j and if he had remained 
quiet in that place till the commiflloners had fct- 
fled all the points referred to then; by the treaty 
of Blacknefs, and the artibafladors expefted from 
the courts of England, France, and Rome, had 

»o» Records of parliament. See this treaty at full length, Ap» 
ptnd. No. 3. in the ntxt Voiume. 
♦ »oJ Ryra. Fosd. torn. 11. p. 340>34x« 
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jarrived, all might have ended well. But either A.D.f4S8. 
his own inclination, or the advice of his fiaeiids> ^ '^ 
induced him to march to StirHog, as a more agree* 
able refidence, and more convenient foe fearming a 
jundion with his loyal fubje^ in tte>t)orth| aind 
he met with no interruption in his' march, thotgh 
the two armies muft have been very near to one 
another. . .# . . . 

■ This imprudent meafure was difapproved, it is J^*|!« <>f ' 

/-•■It ri'irt/-- t » Stirling, 

laid, by many of his beft friends, and gave a great and the 
alarm to the adverfe party, who confidcred it as a ^^^^^^ 
breach of the pacification of Blacknefs •''*. The 
king, with his army, took pofleflion of the town of 
Stirling; but he was refufed admittance into the ' 
caftle: and while he was expoftulating with the 
governor on that fubjed, intelligence arrived that 
the prince's army was advancing to attack him'. 
There was little time for deliberation, and it was 
ralhly refolved to fight. The two armies met and 
engaged, June ii, A. D. 1488, in the fields be- 
tween the village of Bannockburn and Torwood. 
The conflifb was fierce; but the borderers (of 
whom the prince's army chiefly confifted), being 
better armed, and more ufed to arms than their 
enemies, foon threw the royal army into confufion. 
The king endeavoured to fave himfelf by flight; 
but riding down a ftecp road in the village of Ban- 
nockburn, he fell fi-om his horfe, and was carried 
into a mill, where he was difcovered and flain by 

«>i Records gf PuriiamcBt. Black Aflh f. 83. 
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A.P>i4St. fojjjij 0f ijic purfucrs *•'. Thus pcriflicd this \in* 
fbrtcmate prince, in the prime of life, when he had 
reigned dmoft twenty-nine years, and lived thirty- 
five years and five months. He was buried m the 
tbbey-diiifch of Cambuflcenneth, near the remains 
of his queen ; by whom he left three fons, viz. 
James, who fucceeded him, another James, duke 
of Rofs, and John earl of Mar. 

Ckanaen Few princes have been more calunmiated during 
life, or more mifreprefented after death, than 
James III. of Scotland. I fliall therefore endea- 
vour to draw his charader as I have written his 
hiftory, with all xhc attention and impardaiity in 
my power. Ferrerius, who received his informa- 
. riori from thofe who were &miliarly acquainted 
with him, defcribcs his perfon in this manner: 
" In the beauty of his face, in the ftrength and 
** elegant fliape of his body, and fymmetry of all 
** his limbs, he far excelled all the princes of his 
'^ time "*^." In perfonal valour he was not con- 
Ipicuousj nor did he either delight or excel in 
Tiding, tilting, and other martial exercifcs ; which 
funk him in the efHnwtion of his nobility. By 
fome hiftorians, he hath been reprefented as an 
implacable unrelenting tyrant, refembling Ri- 
chard III. in cruelty; than which nothing can be 
more direftly oppofite to truth "*^ j for an exccf- 
(ivc facility in forgiving the greateft injuries, and 

. '"S Recoids of Parliament. Fenrr. f. 400,401. Burhim. 1. tt. 
p. 139. Hawthorndeii^ p. ii6. Piticottte, p. 90. 

*o^ FcifO:. £.401. « ««7 Buchtn. 1. it. p. 43"— iS7- 
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pardohihg tKe ^ateft crimes, was the ilfoft &tet A>p.i4g8* 
defeft in his chanwSber, thte chief caufe of Kis own 
calamities^, and of all the diforders of his reign. 
Of this his parliaments frequently complained^ 
tod intreated him to abftain from granting par- 
dons with'fo much eafe, and to Ibffer juftice to 
take its courfe '***. Though he was harafled by a 
fucceflion of rebellions, no perfon of rank was put 
to death for treafori, except fir Alexander Boyde, 
when James was ftill young, and entirely in the 
power of fir Alexander's enemies. He is a^cufed, 
by the fame hiftorian, of incontinence, and that of 
the moft criminal kind; but widiout any proofi 
and contrary to all probability, as his c^nfort was 
the moft amiable princefs in the world ; and he 
was alnrK>ft. the only prince t>f his name and family 
who had no natural children '**•. He was regular 
in his attendance on the fervice of the church; 
took pleafure in hearing eloquent fermons, at which 
he always ftood bare-headed, and taught his fon» 
to do the fame "\ He had a genius for learning, 
and was a generous cncourager of learned men "\ 
But the moft ftriking feature in the charafter of 
this prince, was his fondnefs for the fine arts> and 
for thofe who excelled in them, on whom he be- 
ftowed more of his company, confidence, and fa- 
vour> than became a king in his circumftances. 
This excited in his fierce and haughty nobles, dif- 
like and contempt of their fovereign, and indig- 

io» Records of ParliamcnU Black Afts, f. 71. 74- 

«oy Buchan. 1. la. p. 13^ tto Ferrer, f. 404^ 

»»» Id. f. 391, 
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A.D.14SS. Qation ^ainft the objcfts of his fevour; which 
' produced the mofl: pernicious confequcnces. In 

one word, if James III- had flouriihed in a more 
polifhed age and more civilized cpuntry, he would 
have been efteenied, what he really was, a good 
and amiable, though not a great prince. 
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